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PBEFAOE. 



This tmiiBlation is based upon the well known one by 
William Melmoth, whioh has been for some time ont of 
print. The alterations whioh have been made are in the 
direotion of greater literalness in the text, whilst a few 
notes have been omitted and others introduced. The 
object throughout has been to adapt the book as much as 
possible to present requirements, without saorifiicing any 
of the merit which Melmoth's translation is admitted to 
have possessed. My best acknowledgments are due to the 
Rev. A. Church and the Bev. W. J. Brodribb, also to 
Mesws. Longmans and Blackwood, for their kindness in 
permitting me to make use of the following works, viz. 
* Select Letters of Pliny,* Church and Brodribb (Loug- 
mans), and *Pliny*s Letters,** Church and Brodribb 
(Blackwood), which have been of great assistance. 

P. C. T. B 
* < Ancient Clasdos for Engliih Rettden.' 



INTRODUCTION. 



Oaius Plinius Oaboilius Sbcukdus, oommonlj known as fha 
younger Pliny, one of the most elegant writers of his day, 
was bom at Novnm-Oomum ((}omo) a.d. 62. Having lost his 
father, Lnoios Caecilius, when quite a child, he was adopted 
by his uncle, Caius Plinius Secundus, the elder Pliny, 
author of the * Natural History,' a man of sterling prin- 
ciple, extensive information, and almost incredible industry 
as a writer, judging from his nephew's account of him in 
a letter to his friend Baebius Maoer. The younger Pliny 
seems to have been most carefully brought up ; Yerginius 
Kufus was his guardian, and he attended the oratorical 
classes of Quintilian and Nicetes Sacerdos. He b^gan life 
as a pleader at the Boman bar, in his eighteenth year : it 
was in the same year that he lost his uncle, who perished 
in the eruption of Vesuvius, aj). 79, A most graphic ac- 
count of this eruption, iJso the manner of his undLe's death, 
and the escape of himself and his mother Plinia, is given 
in two letters to his friend Tacitus the historian. Two 
years later he was sent off on foreign service to the army 
in Syria, as military tribune. Here he met with the Stoio 
philosophers Artemidorus and Euphrates, whom he eulo-* 
gizes in glowing terms in the Letters. Shortly after his 
return home, in the reign of Domitian, he obtained the 
quaestorship, and later on the praetorship. His temporary 
retirement from public life, towards the close of this reign, 
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appears to hare given such offence to the emperor as nearly 
cost Pliny his life, indeed he actually was placed on the 
list of the proscribed, but the timely death ct the tyrant 
saved him. 

On the accesbion of Nerva to the throne, Pliny emergeil 
from his retirement, and renewed his practice at the bar, 
where, in spite of weakness of health, he gained success, 
such as eventually brought him under the notice of the 
Emperor Trajan, of whom he became the personal Mend, 
and under whom, after a series ol promotions, he subse- 
quently rose to the Consulship ajj. 100. On this occasion 
he delivered his Panegyric on Trajan, the only work of 
his that we possess beside the Letters, and a production 
worthy of the age in which it was composed and delivered. 
Pliny's next and last public office was the pro-praetorship 
of Pontica, to which he was jtppointed in aj). 103; he 
remained in the province for nolt quite two years. 

Of the rest of his life we know absolutely nothing, but 
may conjecture it to have been passed principally upon his 
estates, and among his books, which he was now able to 
enjoy at leisure. The date of his death is uncertain ; it 
occurred, probably, early in the second century. He was 
twice married, and his second marriage appears to have 
been an unusually happy one, for his letters to Oalpumia 
are very tender and affectionate, and whenever he fdludes 
to her in his correspondence with other friends, it is 
always in the highest terms. He had no children by either 
marriage. j 

It now remains to offer a few remark upon the nature 

of this interesting collection of letters before us. In order 

to form a correct estimate of their literary merits we must 

consider the age in which they were written. In point of 

,[^tyle they differ, of course, very materially from the letters 

1 ^of Oicero, their air of studied elegance contrasting markedly 

,^-enough with Oicero's unaffected, almost careless, ease of 
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«xpre60ion in those delightful letters to his diffetent friends^ 
written off, as' it would seem, just on the spnr of the 
moment, without effort, and without a thought as to what 
might afterwards beoome of them. But snoh a contrast is 
in no waj surprising when we consider the essentially 
different social and political conditions of their respective 
(^^^^k^ij- periods. The age of Cicero and his contemporaries was 
Q {'ceto' : necessarily one of reality and conflict. The convulsions, 
x^ ) the party antagonisms, of the times made men grave and 

\ I > f^ '• earnest, forced them to think seriously, to feel intensely, to 
act with promptitude and decision, to speak with energy 
and fire. Patriotism, ambition, sense of mutual co-opera- 
tion, mutual antagonism, alike contributed to infuse a 
spirit of reality into public and social life. Hence the re- 
markable eloquence of that age. It could not help being 
an age of orators — Cicero, Caesar, Curio, Cato, Brutus, were 
men evoked by the circumstances of the times. Men in 
those days felt what they said or wrote, and whether 
speaking or writing under the influence of strong political 
feeling on the one hand or, on the other hand, under a - 
sense of relief from the strain and tension of public busi<« 
ness, would express themselves, in the former instance, 
with nerve, vigour, and directness ; in the latter, readily, 
freely, genially, perfectly unaffectedly in either case. This 
accounts for the exquisite prose of Cicero, Caelius, and 
other contemporary writers, that blended ease, purity, and 
strength which marks at once the scholar and the public 
man ; the prose of the golden age of Boman literature. 

But with the establishment of the Empire an _age of 
literary decay set in. Public spirit became extinct, elo- 
quence ceased, and prose suffered, naturally, in proportion. 
The youth of the rising generation had nothing save the 
teaching of the rhetoricians lecturing from Greek aii(l 
Boman models, bequeathed them by the generations pre- 
ceding, to fall back upon, and a more or less artificial^ 
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inflated mode of writing and recitation wbb the inevitable 
result Such a teacher as Quintilian might set himself to 
the task of reforming the taste of the day, might lay down 
correct rules for composition, prune away redundancies, 
introduce simpler forms of expression, but he could not 
breathe new life into them ; nothing less than a return to 
the old republican constitution and the old purity and 
simplicity of living could effect this, and this it was im- 
possible to hope for. The education and social influences 
of the period, therefore, however well calculated to refine 
the taste and develop the critical faculty, were neither 
ennobling nor invigorating in tendency. 

Now, regarded as literary compositions, Pliny's Letters 
reflect most faithfully the literary characteristics of their 
age — an age artificial, polished, critical, self-conscious, 
imitative — for, unlike his friend Tacitus, who represents 
no particular period, but would have taken up his own 
individual position in any age and in any country in which 
he might happen to have been bom, Pliny, many degrees 
his inferior intellectually, is simply the literary product of 
his time. Upon the whole, this correspondence gives us 
the impression of a highly educated man, of active intelli- 
gence, refined tastes, and ample means, seeing a great deal 
of life, and moving in the best society, courteous, obliging, 
generous, sweet, affectionate, pure, sincere, sensitive, 
vain, and possibly (indeed probably, taking into account 
his delicate health) a little uncertain in temper in his 
different social relations, whilst skilful, energetic, indus- 
trious, and thoroughly conscientious, in the discharge of all 
his public duties. The tone of* the letters of such a man 
is, as we might naturally gather from this, full of notes 
of contrast and variety, alternately playful, descriptive, 
kindly, tender, mournful, reflective, critical, rhetorical, 
ostentatious, and affected; the diction always elegant^ 
though never entirely free from that artificial, self-conscious 
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manninierm only too obaraoteristio of tbe prose of the 
diver age. In one letter we have u lively aooount of a 
8nobeiiM~day's iport in the oonntry, in another he play- 
fully rallies his friend Septitins Oiams on his remissness 
in not keeping to an engagement to supper ; elsewhere the 
plan, arrangements, and surronndings of his Laurentine 
and Tnsoan villas are desoribed at length. There are con- 
stant letters to men holding pnblio posts, recommending 
young friends of his to their especial notice ; letters, again, 
to his wife Oalpumia, full of tender concern for her health 
and affectionate regret at not being able to be with her. 
In others he pafteti^ly laments the deaths of frienda— of 
Corellius andVerginius Bufus — ^i^e loss of whom no doubt 
he felt most sincerely, though the language slightly suggests 
the rhetorician now and then. One of the most genuinely 
pathetic letters of this class is that to his friend Marcellinus 
(Book v. Letter xv.). 

Occasionally the oorrespondence takes a moral and re- 
flectiye turn; how we should bear with the firalts and 
fiulings of others, the influence of literature upon the 
mind to soothe and strengthen, in times of domestic trouble, 
and topics kindred to these. Of his criticisms on contem- 
porary poetry and oratory, some are really delicate and 
discriminating, others mere extravagant panegyric, whilst 
the occasional personal compliments to his friends are, as a 
rule, overHBtrained and exaggerated to the last degree. It 
is apparent from these letters what a liberal patron of lite- 
rature and zealous promoter of education Pliny was ; but 
he is too evidently conscious of his merits and anxiously 
desirous of their full recognition. Nothing, again, pleases 
him better than any little compliment paid him as a writer 
or speaker; yet Pliny's vanity is always more amusing 
than offensive, it is so nah>e and unconcealed. 

There is plen^oT entertainment and information to be 
obtained from this oorrespondence, it gives us such an in« 
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Bight into the nature of pnblio and sooial life in those da js» 
The most interesting amongst the sketches of various 
pnblio men of the day, Pliny's friends and acquaintances, 
is that of the lawyer Begulus, a notorious informer and 
sycophant, a servile, unprincipled, grasping, pushing, auda* 
cious, eccentric fellow, yet industrious and even zealous 
in his profession. His abjectness, successful knavery, and 
eccentricity of behaviour upon different occasions, excite 
alternately the contempt, indignation, and amusement of 
Pliny, who seems to have found Begulus an interesting 
study altogether; and in a letter to Arrianus, alluding to 
his recent death, he speaks of it almost in the tone of 
* I could have better spared a better man.' Amongst other 
anecdotes in the Lett^ is a remarkable stoiy of a haunted 
house at Athens, also a curious account of a tame dolphin 
which latter forms the subject of one of the most interest* 
ing letters in the whole collection. 

The letters to Trajan are important as conveying an idea 
of the duties of a Boman provincial governor, and also aa 
containing an account of the progress of Ohristianity in his 
particular province. The correspondence on the subject^ 
between Trajan and Pliny, is quoted or referred to in 
every history of the Ohristian Church. 

In brief then, judging from his letters, Pliny must have 
been an essentially good fellow, thoroughly popular amongst 
those with whom he mixed, and well deserving of their at- 
tachment, whilst his purity, integrity, and perfect freedom 
from all sordidness of motive, in spite of the prevalent 
impurity and corruption of the times, command our un- 
feigned admira^on. All honour to him! with all his 
failings, he was a perfect gentleman and one of the best 
of men*' 
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BOOK I. 



LETTER I. To Skptitius. 

You have frequently pressed me to make a select collection 
of my Letters (if there really be any deserving of a special 
preference) ana give them to the public. I have selected 
them accordingly ; not, indeed, in their proper order of 
time, for I was not oompiline a history ; but just as each 
came to hand. And now I have only to wish that you 
may have no reason to repent of your advioe, nor I of my 
compliance : in that case, I may probably enquire after 
the rest, which at present lie neglected, and preserve those 
I shall hereafter write. Farewell. . 



LETTER 11. To Arruhus. 

I foresee your journey in my direction is likely to be 
delayed, and therefore send you the speech * which I pro- 
mised in my former; requ^ing you, as usual, to revise 
and correct it. I desire this the more earnestly as I 
never, I think, wrote with the same empressement f in any 
of my former speeches ; for I have endeavoured to imitate 
your old fiftvourite Demosthenes, and Calvus,} who is 

* I*robably the speech Pliny delivered before the Oentiiinviri oi 
Court of the Hundred, in behiuf of Attia Variola, a lady of qtiulity. 
Bee book vi. letter zxxill. 

t In the original ^peraegve eodem CHx^* * ^th the same degree o. 
enmUUive ardour* 

X An orator and poet of some distinction, bom 82 b.o., died atxmt 
47 or 46 b.0. He was a remarkably small man, and is alladecl to by 
Qitullut at the ' Saiapuiiwn di$ertum ' ' tlie eloquent Tom Tlinmb.' 

B 
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lately become mine, at least in the rhetorical forms of 
the speech; for, to catch tiieir sublime ipirit^ is giyen, 
alone, to the * inspired few.* * My subject, indeed, seemed 
naturally to lend itself to this (may I venture to call it?) 
emulation ; consisting, as it did, almost entirelj^in a vehe* 
ment style of address, even to a degree sufficient to have 
awakened me (if only I am capable of being awakened) 
out of that iudulence in which I have long reposed. I 
have not however altogether neglected the flowera of 
rhetoric of my favourite Maro-luily, wherever I could 
with propriety step out of my direct road, to enjoy a 
more flowery path: fur it was energy, not austerity, at 
which I aimed. I would not have you imagine by tbls 
that 1 am bespeaking your indulgence : on the contrary, 
to make your correcting pen more vigorous, I will confess 
that neither my friends nor myself are averse from the 
publication of this piece, if only you should join in the 
appibvat of what is perhaps my folly. The truth is, as I 
must publish something, I wish it might be this perform- 
ance rather than any other, because it is already finished : 
(you hear the wish of laziness.) At all events, however, 
something 1 must publish, and for many reasons ; chiefly 
because the tracts which I have already sent into the 
world, though they have long since lost all their i^ecom- 
mendation from novelty, are still, I am toldajn regnebt; 
if, after all, the booksellers are not tickling my ears. And 
let them ; since, by that innocent deceit, I am encouraged 
to pursue my studies. Farewell. 



LETTER III. To Oaninius Bukus. 

How is that sweet Comumf of ours looking? What 
about that most enticing of villas, the portico where it is 
one perpetual spring, that shadiest of plane-tree walks, 
the crystal canal so agreeably winding along its flowery 
banks, together with the lake | lying below that so charm- 

* A quotation from Virgil. Aen. vi. 129. 

t The city where Pliny was born : now called Gomo, situated upon 
the I^ko I^rius. or Lago di Gomo. JL 
t The Lako Larius, upon the hanks of which this vilLi was aitualed. if 
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*>ngly yields itself to the view ? >^'hat bave yon to teA 
roo of the fiim yet soft gestaiio* the sunny bath-room, 
those dining-rooms for large parties, and tiie otbers for 
small ones, and all the elegant apartments for repose, both 
at noon f and night ? Do these delightful attractions share 
you by turns, or do family affairs, as usual, frequently oa]l 
you out from this acreeable retreat? If the scene of your 
enjoyments lies wholly there, you are one of the happiest 
of beings : if not, why then yon are no better than the 
rest of them. Why not leave, my friend, (for it is quite 
time you did so) these insignificant, degrading, cares to 
others, and devote yourself, in this snug and secluded re- 
Mreat, entirely to pleabures of the studious kind? Malte 
^hese your business and your recreation, your labour and 
your rest, the subjects of your waking and even sleeping 
thoughts. Compose, bring out, something that shall 
always belong to you. All your other possessions will 
pass from one master to another : <Ats alone, once yours, 
will remain yours for ever. I know the temper and genius 
I would seek to stimulate. Do but try and think as well 
of yourself as others will think of you, if you will only 
do yourself justice. Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To his Mothbr-in-Law,} Pompbia 

Oelbrina. 

You might perceive by my last short letter, written 
some little while ago now, that 1 have no occasion of 
yours to inform me of the various conveniences you enjoy 
at your several villas. The elegant accommodations 

* An ayenne set apart for exerdBe either on horseback or in their 
▼fhioles ; it wm generally contiguous to their gardens, and laid out la 
the form of a circus. M. 

t It was customary among the Romans to sleep in the middle of the 
dny : and they had apartments for that purpose aistinct from their bed> 
chambers, m, 

X With respect to this lady. Lord Orrery observes, ' To form a y»A 
idea of Oelerina htrself, we need onlv remember thot she had ohosea 
Pliny for her son-iu-kw, and when he was so, knew how to enterisia 
him} 

B 2 
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which ara to be found at Narnia,* Oorioulum,t OarBola,} 
aixd at your favourite Perusia,! particularly the pretty 
bath at Namia, I am extremely well acquainted with. The 
fact is, I feel as though I hod more of a property in what 
belongs to you than in my own possessions ; aud I know 
of no other difference between your house and my own 
than that I get more carefully and attentively looked after 
in the former than the latter. You may perhaps have 
QQpasion to make the same observation in your turn, when- 
Qyer you should be coming in my direction ; which I wish 
you may be doing, not only that you may partake of tntna 
with the same ease and freedom that I do of yAkr.% but to 
infike those servants of mine bestir themselves a little, who 
are grown somewhat indifferent and careless in their 
attendance upon me. A long course under an easy master 
is. apt to wear off the impressions of awe in ^ervantn; 
whereas new faces quicken their activities, as they gene- 
rally exert themselves more diligently to please their 
HiASter by attention to his guest Uian to himself. Fare- 
>Ye|l. 

LETTER V. To Vooonius Romanus. 

Did you ever meet with a more abject and mean- 
spirited creature than Marcus Eegulus since the death 
of Domitian, during whose reign his conduct was no less 
infamous, though more concealed, than under Nero's? 
lie began to he afraid I was angry with him, and his 
apprehensions were peifectly corre(3t; I was angry. He 
had not only done his best to increase the peiil of the 
position in which Rusticus Arulenus || stood, but had 
exulted in his death; insomuch that he actually recited 
and publibhed a libel upon his memory, in which he styles 
liim *The Stoics' Ape : adding, *stigmatedT with the 

* Narni, a city in Ombria, in the district of Bpoleto. M, 
"'t. Otriouli, in same district. At. 
' I Garsola, in same. M, 
§ Perugia, in Tuscany. M. 

"i A pupil and intimate friend of Paetus Thrasea, the distinguished 
Btoio philosopher. Arulenus was put to death by Domitian for writing 
a'^punegyric upon Thrasea. 

^ The impropriety of this expression, in the original, seems to lie in 
the word gUgmo»um^ whioU Regulus, probably either coined through 
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itellian scar.* * You recognize Begulns' eloquent idttaiii I 
iie fell with siich fury upon the ^aracter of Hexentiius 
Senecio that Metius Uarus said to him, one day, 'What 
business have yon with my dead ? Did I ever interfere in 
the affair of Crassusf or Gamerinns}?' Victims, you 
know, to Begulus, in Nero's time. For these reasons he 
imagined I was highly exasperated, and so at the recita* 
tion of his last piece, I got no invitation. Besides, he 
had not forgotten, it seems, with what deadly purpose ht» 
liad once attacked me in the Court of the Hundred.! Bus- 
ticus had desired me to act as counsel for Arionilla, Timon s 
wife: Kegulus was engaged against me. In one part of 
the case I was strongly insisting upon a particular judg- 
ment given by Metius Mudestns, an excellent man, at 
that time in banishment by Domitian's order. Now then 
for Begulus. ' Fray,* 8a.> s he, ' what is your opinion of 
ModestUK ? ' Tou see what a risk I should have run had I 
answered that I had a high opinion of him, bow I should 
have disgi aoed myself on the other hand if I had replied 
that 1 had a bad opinion of him. But some guardian 
power, I am persuaded, must have stood by me to iissist 
me in this emergenoy. *I will tell you my opinion,' I 
said, * if that is a matter to be brought before the court.' 
' I ask you,' ho repeated, ' what is your opinion of Mo- 
destus ? I replied that it was customary to examine wit^ 
nesses to the character of an accused man, not to the 
ohaiacter of one on whom sentence had aready been passed. 

afftjctation or used throueh Ignorance. It is a word, at least, which 
does not occur in any author of authority : the traDslator has endea- 
voured, therefore, to preserve the tame sort of impropriety, by using 
an expression of like unwarranted stamp in his own tongue, m, 

■* An allusion to a wound he had rooei?ed in the war between 
Vitellius and Vespasian 

f A brother of Piao Galha's adopted ion. He was put to death by 
Nero. 

X Sulpioius Oamerinus, put to death by the same emperor, upon some 
frivolous charge. 

I A select body of men who formed a court of judicature, called the 
eentumviral court* Their jurisdiction extended chiefly, if not entirelv. 
to questions of wills and intestate estatt-s. Their num1)er, it woultl 
seem, amounted to 105. M, 



^ The whola qnestion, however, as to the origin, eoBstitntioa, Ibe. of tht 
eeaitkm^iral court i« very oncertain and conjectnraL 
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He pressed me a third time. *I do not now enquire, 
said lie, * your opinion of Modestua in general, I only ask 
your opinion of his loyalty.' * Since you will have my 
opinion then,' I rejoined, * I think it illegal even to ask a 
quobtion concerning a person who stands oonvicted.* He 
sat down at this, completely silenced; and I received 
applause and congratulation on all sides, that without in- 
juring my reputation by an advantageous, perhaps, though 
ungenerous answer, I had n« 't entangled mynelf in the toila 
of so insidious a oatch-quebtion. Thoroughly frightened 
upon this then, he first seizes upon Caecilius Cfeler, next he 
goe$ and begs of Fabius .lustus, that they would use their 
joint interest to bring about a reconciliation between us. 
And lest this should not be sufficient, he sets oif to Spu- 
linna * as well ; to whom he oame in the humblest way 
(for he is the most abject * creature alive, where he has 
anything to be afraid of) and says to him, * Do, I entreat 
of you, call on Pliny to-morrow morning, ceiiainly in the 
morning, no later (for I cannot endure this anxiety of 
mind longer), and endeavour by any means in your power 
to soften bis resentment.* I was already up, the next 
day, when a message arnved from Spurinna, * I am coming 
to call on you.* I sent word back, * Nay, I will wait upon 
you ; ' however, both of us setting out to pay this visit, we 
met under Livia's. portico. He acquainted me with the 
commisedon he hud received from ReguluR, and interceded 
for him as became so worthy a man in behalf of one so 
totallv dissimilar, without greatly pressing the thing. * I 
will leave it to you,' was my reply, *t() oonftider what 
answer to return Begulus ; you ought not to be deceived 
by me. I am waiting for Mauricus' t return ' (for he had 
not yet come back out of exile), * so that I cannot give you 
any definite answer either way, as I mean to be guided 
entirely by his decision, for he ought to be my leader 
here, and I simply to do as he says.* Well, a few davs 
after this, Begulus met me as I was at the praetor*s ; he 
kept close to me there and begged a word in private, when 
he said he was afraid I deeply resented an exprebsiou he 

* Vestricius Spnrinna. See book iii. letter i. 

t Junius Mauricus, the brother of fiustious Arulenua. Botb 
brothers were eentenoed on the same day, ArulenuB to execution anil 
Maurions to baniithineat 
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had onoe made use of in his reply to Satrini snd myselfi 
hefore the Court of the Hiindi ed, to thirt effect, ' Satrinii 
Buftis, who doe8 not endenvour to rival Gioero, and who i$ 
oontent with the ehtqnenoe of our own day/ I answered, 
now I perceived indeed upon his own confession, that he 
had meant it ill-naturedly ; otherwise it might have passed 
for a compliment. 'For I am free to own,* I said, 'that 
I do endeavour to rival Cicero, and am not content with 
the eloquence of our own day. For I consider it the 
very height of folly not to copy the hest models of every 
kind. But, how happens it that you, who have so good a 
recollection of what passed n]>on this occasion, should have 
forgotten that other, when you asked mo my opinion of 
the loyalty of Modestus?' Pale as he always is, he turned 
simply pailid at this, and stammered out, ' I did not intend 
to hurt you when I asked this question, but Modestut,' 
Observe the vindictive cruelty of the fellow, who made 
no concealment of his willingness to injure a banished 
man. But the reason he alleged in justification of his 
conduct is pleasant. ModestuH, he explained, in a letter 
of his, which was road to Domitian, had used the following 
expression, ' Regulus, the biggest rascal that walks upon 
two feet : * and what Modestus hud written was the simple 
truth, beyond all manner of controversy. Here, about, our 
conversation came to an end, for I did not wish to proceed 
further, being desirous to keep matters open until Mauricus 
/etums. It is no easy matter, I am well aware of that, to 
destroy Regulus ; he is rich, and at the head of a party ; 
oourted * by many, feared by more : a passion that will 

* There seems to have been a oast of uncommon blaokness in the 
ehamoter of this Roffnlus: otherwise the benevolent Pliny would 
scarcely have sineled him out, as be has in this tind some following; 
letters, for the subject of his warmest contempt and indignation. Yet, 
tnifamous as he was, he had his flatterers and admirers ; and a con- 
tempomry pnet frequently represents him as one of the most finished 
eharaoters of the age, butn in eloqaence and virtae ; particularly in tha 
IbUowiDg epigram, oooaidoned by his escape from an imminent danger. 

' Where leads the way to Tlbnr's stately towers. 
And snow-white Albnla snlphnreoiis pours, 
A Tilla stands, from Rome a little space ; 
And every muse delights to haunt the place. 
Here once a PorUc lent her cooling shade ; 
Alas! how near to impions guilt betrayed I [Siuldet 
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sometimes preyail even lieyond friendship itself. But, 
after all, ties of this sort are not so strong hut they may 
be loosened ; for a had man's credit is as shifty as himself. 
However (to repeat)^ I am waiting until Mauricus comes 
hack. He is a man of bound judgment and great sagacity, 
formed upon long experience, and who. from his obser- 
vatioiis of the past, well knows how to judge of the future. 
I shall talk the matter over with him, and consider myself 
justified either in pursuing or dropping this affair, as he 
nhall advise. Meanwhile 1 thought 1 owed this account to 
our mutual friendship, which gi\es you an undoubted right 
to know about not only all my actions but all my plans as 
well. Farewell. 



LETTER VI. To Cornelius Taoitus. 

Tou will laugh (and you are quite welcome) when I tell 
you that your old acquaintance is turned sportsman, and 
has taken three noble boars. *What!' you exclaim, 
^ Pliny ! ' — Even he. However, I indulged at the same time 
my beloved inactivity ; and, whilst I sat at my nets,* you 
would have found me, not with boar spear or javelin, but 
pencil and tablet,'!' by my side. I mused and wrote, being 
determined to return, if with my hands empty, at least 
with my memorandums full. Believe me, this way oi 

Sudden it fell ; what time the steeds conyey 
Safe from her nodding walls great Regains away. 
To crash that head, not even Fortune dared. 
And the world's general indignation feared. 
Blest be the ruin, be the danger blest I 
The standing pile had ne'er the gods confest.' 

Mart. lib. i. ep. IS. 

But poets, espeoially needy ones, suoh as we know Martial was, are 
not generally the most faithful painters in this way ; and of the two 
copies of Begulus now before us, there can bo no doubt which most 
resembled the original. M. 

* * The sages of antiquity were rather poachers than sportsmen.' 
Orrery. 

t I.e. iiyluB and tableU, The UyluB was an iron instrument abonl 
tlie size and shape of a pencil, f^nd used for wilting upon waxeo 
lablets (pugiUares), 
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Btiidying is liot to be despised : it is wonderftil how tho 
mind is stirred and qnickened into acfiTity by brisk 
bodily exercise. There is something, too, in the solemnitv 
of the venerable woods with whiJn \)ne is surrounded, 
together with that profound silence jvhich is obserred on 
these occasionfef'^at forcibly disposes the mind to medita- 
tion. So for the future, let me advise you, whenever yon 
hunt, to take your tablets along with you, as well as your 
ba^ket and bottle: for be assured you will find Minerva 
no less fond of traversing the hills than Diana. Fare- 
well. 



-^ LETTER VII. To Octavius Rufus. 

See to what a proud eminence you have raised me! 
You have invested me with a power and dominion equal 
te that which Homer attributes to the supreme Jove. 

* From heayen's imperial throne JoVe heard his prayer, 
Fkirt he admits, and scatters part in air.' * 

'Tis thus with a nod or frown I may grant or reject your 

fetition as I see proper. To be serious : as I am at liberty, 
think, to excuse myself to the Baetici,t especially at your 
request, from engaging myself as their counsel against 
a particular person; so, on the other hand, to oppose a 
province which I have long since attached to me by so 
many kindnesses, as well as exertions and even risks in- 
curred on their behalf, would be acting inconsistently 
with my honour, and that uniformity of conduct which I 
know you admire. I intend steering a middle course 
then in this affair, and of the two alternatives which you 
propose to me, choose that which will satisfy your judg- 
ment, as well as your inclination. Fur I do nut look 
upon myself as obliged to consider so much what you at 
present desire as what such a man as yourself will alu)ay$ 
approve. I hope to be at Rome about the I5t)i of October, 
when I shall confirm to Gallus in person what I have heie 

• Iliad, xyL v. 250. 

t The piBople of Baeti^a, a part of Spain, comprehending AndaVntla 
and GraiMda. M, 
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promised : for the performanoe of which I bhall engage 
your word as well as my own. Meanwhile you may 
assure him of my friendly feeling towards him. 

. . . . ' the fire of men And goda, 
With gracious aspect mild, compliiukce noda.' * 

For why should I not continue to quote verses out of Homer, 
since you will not let me quote yours ? which I feel such 
a passionate longing for, that I question whether I could 
withstand such a hribe, even to plead against the Baetici. 
I had almost forgotten to mention, the very la^t thing I 
should forget, that I have received those capital date?* ycu 
sent me. They are likely to prove formidable rivals to 
my fiivourite figa and mushrooms. Farewell. 



-- LETTER VIII. To Pompsids Satdbninc;& 

Nothing could be more seasonable than the letter which 
I received from you, in which you so earnestly beg me to 
send you some of my literary em>rts : the very thing I was 
intending to do. So you have only put spurs into a 
willing hor^e and at once saved yourself the excuse of 
refusing the trouble, and me the awkwardness of asking 
the favour. Without hesitation then I avail myself of 
your offer ; as you must now take the consequence of it 
without reluctance. But you are not to expect anything 
new from a lazy fellow, fir I am going to ask you to revise 
again the speech I made to my felluw-towusmen when I 
dedicated tne public library to their use. Tou have 
already, I remember, obliged me with some annotations 
upon this piece, but only in a general way ; and so I now 
beg of you not only to take a general view of the whole 
speech, but, as you usually do, to go over it in detail. 
\Vhen you have corrected it, I shall still be at liberty to 
publish or suppress it : and the delay in the meantime will 
be attended with one of these alternatives ; for, while we 
are deliberating whether it is fit for publishing, a frequent 
revision will either make it so, or convince me that it is 
not Though indeed my principal difficulty respecting 

* Uiad, i 9. ffl& 



Lercr 8.1 THB LETTEBS OF PLDTli. 1 1 

the publication of this harangue arises not no much fitim 
the cornpdsition as out of the subject itself, which has 
something in it, I am afraid, that will look too like ostenta- 
tion and self-conceit- For, be the style ever so plain and 
unassuming, yet, as the O'.casion necessarily led me to 
speak not only of the munificence (»f my ancestors, but of 
my own as well, my modesty will be seriously embarrassed. 
A dangerous and nlippery hitnation this, even when one is 
led into it by plea of necessity ! For, if mankind are not 
very favourable to paneex ric, even when bestowed upon 
others, how much more difiBcult is it to reconcile them to 
it when it is a tribute which we pay to ourseWes or to 
our ancestors ? Virtue, by herself, is generally the object 
of envy, but particularly so when glory and distinction 
attend her ; and the world is never so little disposed to 
detiact from the rectitude of your 'conduct as when it 
passes unobserved and unapplauded. For these reasons, I 
frequently ask myself whether I composed this harangue, 
such as it is, merelv from a personal consideration, or with 
a view to the public as well ; and I am sensible that what 
may be exceedingly useful and proper in the prosecution 
of any affair may Jose all its grace and fitness the moment 
the business is completed : fur instance, in the case before 
us, what could be more to my purpose than to explain at 
large the motives of my intended bounty? For, first, it 
engaged my mind in good and ennobling thoughts ; next, 
it enabled me, by frequent dwelling upon them, to receive 
a perfect impression of their loveliness, while it guarded 
at the same time against that repentance which in sure to 
follow on an impulsive act of generosity. There arose also 
a further advantage from this methtnl, as it fixed in me a 
certain habitual contempt of money. For, while mankind 
seem to be universally governed by an innate passion to 
accumulate wealth, the cultivation of a more generous 
affection in my own breast taught me to emancipate myself 
from the slavery of so predominant a principle: and I 
th«'Ught that my honest intentions would be the more 
meritorious as they should appear to proceed, not from 
sudden impulse, but from the dictates of cool and do* 
liberate reflection. I considered, besides, that I was not 
engaging myself to exhibit public games or gladiatorial 



12 THE LETTERS OF PLfKY. JiooK 1 

coinLaifi, b t to establish an annual fand for the support 
and t duration of young men of good families but scanty 
means. The pleasures of the senses are so far from want- 
ing the oratonoal arts to recommend them that we stand 
in need of all the powers of eloquence to moderate and 
restrain rather than btir up their influence. But the work 
of getting anybody to cheerfull}' undertake the monotony 
and drudgery of education must be eflfected not by piy 
merely, but by a skilfully worked-up appeal to the emo- 
tions as well. If physicians find it expedient to use the 
roost insinuating address in recommending to their patients 
a whole^ome though, perhaps, unpleasant regimen, how 
much more occasion had he to exert all the powers of perr 
suasion who, out of regard to the public welfare, was en 
deavouring to reconcile it to a most useful thoneh not 
equally popular benefaction ? Particularly, as my aim was 
to recommend an institution, calculated solely for the 
benefit of those who were parents to men who, at present, 
had no cliildren; and to persuade the greater. number to 
wait patiently until they »<hould be entitled to an honour 
of which a few only could immediately partake. But as 
at that time, when I attempted to explain and enforce the 
general design and benefit of my institution, I considered 
more the general good of my countrymen, than any repu- 
tation which might result to myself ; so I am apprehensive 
IcMt, if I publish that piece, it may perhaps look as if I 
had a view rather to my own personal credit than the 
benefit of others. Besides, I am very sensible how much 
nobler it is to place the reward of virtue in the silent 
approbation of one's own breast than in the applause of 
the world. Qlory ought to be the consequence, not the 
motive, of our actions ; and although it happen not to 
attend the worthy deed, yet it in by no means the less fair 
for having missed the applause it deserved. But the world 
IS apt to suspect that those who celebrate their own bene- 
ficent acts performed them for no other motive than to 
have the pleasure of extolling them. Thus, the splendour 
of an action which would have been deemed illustrious if 
related by another is totally extinguished when it becomes 
the subject of one's own applause. Such is the disposition 
of mankind, if they cannot blast the action, they will 
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oonmiro its display ; and whether yon do what does not 
deserve partioular notice, or set forth yourself what does, 
either way you incur reproach. In my own case there is a 
peculiar circumstance that weighs much with me: this 
speech was delivered not before the people, but the 
Decurii ; * not in the forum, but the senate ; I am afraid 
therefore it will look inconsistent that I, who, when I 
delivered it, seemed to avoid popular applause, fthould now, 
by publishing this performance, appear to court it : that 
I, who wa8 so scrupulous as not to admit even those 
persons to be present when I delivered this speech, who 
were interested in my benefaction, lent it might be sus- 
pected I WHS actuatt d in this affair by any ambitious 
views, should now seem to solicit admiration, by forwardly 
displaying it to such as have no other concern in my 
munificence than the benefit of example. These are the 
scruples which have occasioned my delay in giving this 
piece to the public ; but I submit them entire) v to your 
judgment, which I shall ever esteem as a sufficient sane 
tion of my conduct Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Minutius Fuhdanus. 

When one considers how the time passes at Rome, one 
cannot be surprised that, take any single day, and it 
either is, or at least seems to be, spent reasonably enough ; 
and yet, upon casting up the whole sum, tJie amount will 
appear quite otherwise. Ask anyone, 'What have you 
been doing to-day ? ' He will tell you perhaps, ' I have 
Deen at the ceremony of putting on the toga virili$ ; f I 
attended a wedding ; one man begged me to be witness to 
his will ; another to attend the hearing of his case ; a 
third called me in to a consultation.' These things seem 
important enough whilst one is about them ; yet, when 
you reflect at your leisure that every day has been thus 
employed, they ^eem mere trifles. At such a time one 

* The Doomii were a iort of senators in the mnnidpal or corporate 
cities of Italy. M. 

t The Roman yonths at the age of seventeen changed thehr attire, 
and took up the toga virUh, or manly gown ; upon which occasion they 
were conducted hy th*^ friends of the family with great ceremony eithei 
Into the finnun or Capitol, and there iuTtsnt^ with this new rohe. JC. 
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is ap. U> think to oneself, 'How much of my life I have 
frittered uway in dull, nseless, loutine sort of work/ At 
least it is a reflection which frequently comes across me 
at Laurentum,* after I have heen doing a little reading 
and writing, and taking care of the animal machine ; (f(»r 
the hody must be supported if we would keep the mind 
alert and vigorous.) There I neither hear nor speak any- 
thing I have occasion to be sorry for. No one talks 
scandal to me, and I find fault with nobody, unless my- 
self, when I am dissatisfied with my compositions. 1'here 
I live undisturbed by mmour, and free from the anxious 
solicitudes of hope and feiir, converbing only with myself 
and my books. True and gentdne life I Sweet and honour- 
able repose 1 More, peihaps, to be desired than employ- 
ments of any kind ! Thou solemn sea and solitary snore, 
true and most letired school of art and poetnr, with how 
many noble thoughts do you inspire me I Snatch then, 
my friend, as I have, the first opportunity of leaving the 
town with its din, its empty bustle, and laborious trifles, 
and devote your days to btudy or to repose ; for, as my 
friend Attilius happily observed, 'It is better to have 
nothing to do than to be doing nothing.' Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Atrius Clemens. 

If ever polite literature flourished at Rome, it certainly 
flourishes now; and I could give you many eminent 
instances : I will content myself, however, with naming 
only Euphrate8,| the philosopher. I first became ac- 
quainted with this excellent person in my youth, when I 
sei-ved in the aimy in Syria. I had an opportunity of 
ctinverbing with him familiarly, and took some pains to 

* *Laurentum was about sixteen miles firom Borne, and though 
ftppiu'ontly not so beautiful os feshionable a place as Baiae, it still had 
Ijowerful attractions for the wealthy Boman nobles. It chiefly consisted 
at tliia time of the villas of siioii men, and thuu resembled some of the 
more distant suburbs of London.' (Church and Brodribb.) 

t * Euphrates was a native of Tyre, or, according to others, of Byzan- 
tium. He belonged to the Stoic school of philosophy. In his old ag« 
he became tired of life, and asked and obtained from Hadrian permb- 
sion to put an end to himself by poison.' Smith's Diet of Gieek and 
Rom .n Biog. 
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Sain his affeotion : ibough ibat, indeed, was not very 
iffioult, for he is easv of aocesa, nnreserTed, and aotuated 
by those social principles be professes to teach. I sbould 
think myself extremely bappy if I had as fully answered 
tbe expectations he, at that time, conceived of me, as he 
cxceedH everything I bad imagined of him. Bat, perhaps, 
I admire bis excellenoies more now than I did then, 
because I know better how to appreciate them ; not that I 
sufficiently appreciate them even now. For as none but 
those who are skilled in painting, statuary, or tbe plastic 
art, can form a right judgment of any performance in those 
respective modes of representation, ko a man mnst, himself, 
have made great advances in philosophy before he is 
capable of forming a just opinion of a philosopher. How- 
ever, as far as I am qualified to determine, Euphrates is 
possessed of so many shining talents that he cannot fail to 
attract and iuiprtss the moAt ordinarily educated observer. 
He reasons with much force, acutenoss, and elegance; 
and frequently rises into all the sublime and luxuriant 
eloquence of Plato. His stvle is varied and flowing, and 
t the same time so wonderfully captivating that he forces 
ihe reluctant attention of tbe most unwilling hearer. For 
tbe rest, a fine stature, a cornel}' aspect, long hair, and a 
large silver beard : circumstances which, though they 
may probably be thought trifline and accidental, con- 
tribute, however, to gain him much reverence. There is 
no affected negligence in his dress and appearance ; his 
countenance is grave but not austere ; and his approach 
commands respect without creating awe. Distinguished 
as he is by the perfect blamelessness of bis life, he is no 
less so by the courtesy and engaging sweetness of his. 
manner. He attacks vices, not persons, and, without 
ssTerity, reclaims the wanderer from the paths of virtue. 
You follow bis exhortations with rapt attention, hanging, 
as it were, upon his lips ; and even after the heart is 
eonvinced, the ear still wishes to listen to the harmonious 
reasoncr. His family consists of throe children (two of 
which are sons), whom he educates with the utmost care. 
His father-in-law, Fompeius Julianus, as he greatly dis- 
tinguished himself in every other part of his life, so par- 
ticularly in this, that though he was himself of the 
highest rank in hi^ province, yet, among many considerable 
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matches, he preferred Euphrates for his f«on-iD-law, as first 
iu meiit, though not in dignity. But why do I dwell any 
longer upon the virtues of a man whose conversation I 
am so unfortunate as not to have time sufficiently to enjoy ? 
Is it to increase my regret and vexation that I cannot 
enjoy it? My time is wholly taken up in the execution 
of a very honourable, indeed, but equally troublesome, 
employment ; in hearing cases, signing petitions, making 
up accounts, and writing a vast amount of the most 
illiterate literature. I sometimes complain to Euphrates 
(for I have leisure at least to complain) of these unpleasing 
occupations. He endeavours to console me, by affirming 
that, to be engaged in the public service, to hear and 
detoimine cas'S, to explain the laws, and administer 
justice, is a part, and the noblest part, too, of philosophy ; 
as \t is reducing to practice what her professors teach in 
speculation. But even his rhetoric will never be able to 
convince me that it is better to be at this sort of work 
than to spend whole days in attending his lectures and 
learning his precepts. I cannot therefore but strongly 
recommend it to you, who have the time for it, when next 
you come to town (and you will come, I daresay, so much 
the sooner for this), to take the benefit of his elegant and 
refined instructions. For I do not (as many do) envy 
others the happiness I cannot share with them myself: on 
the contrary, it is a very sensible pleasure to me when I 
find my friends in possession of an enjoyment from which 
I have the misfortune to be excluded. Farewell. 



LETTER XJ. To Fabius Justus. 

It is a long time since I have had a letter from you. 
' There is nothing to write about/ you say : well then 
write and let me know just this, that ' there is nothing to 
write about,' or tell me in the good old style, If you are 
voeU^ that'8 right, I am quite well. This will do for me, for 
it implies everything. You think 1 am joking? Let me 
assure you I am in sol>er earnest. Do let me know how 
you are ; for I cannot remain ignorant any longer without 
growing exceedingly anxLDus about you. FarewelL 
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LETTER XII. To Galestrius Tiro. 

I have saffered tbe heaviest loss ; if that woid he saffi- 
siently strong to express the misfortune which has de- 
prived me of so excellent a man. Cknellius Eiitns is dead ; 
and dead, too, hj his own act ! A circumstance of great 
agg^ravatiun to my uflQiction ; as that sort of death which 
we cannot impute either to the course of nature, or the 
hand of Providence, is, of all others, the most to he 
lamented. It affords some consolation in the loss of those 
friends whom disease snatches from ns that they fall hy 
the general destiny of mankind ; hut those who destroy 
themselves leave us under the inconsolahle reflection, that 
they had it in their power to have lived longer. It is 
true, CorelliuB had many inducements to he fond of life; a 
blameless conscience, high reputation, and great dignity of 
character, besides a daughter, a wife, a grandson, and 
sisteis ; and, amidst these numerous pledges of happinetis, 
faithful friends. Still, it must be owned he had the 
highest motive (which to a wise man will always have 
the force of destiny^, urging him to this resolution. Ho 
had long been tortured by so tedious and painful a com- 
plaint that even these inducements to living on, oonsider- 
ble as they are, were over-balanced by the reasons on the 
other side. In his thirty-third year (as I have frequently 
heard him bay^ he was seized with the gout in ms feet. 
This was hereaitary ; for diseases, as weU as possessions, 
are sometimes handed down by a sort of inheritance. A 
life of sobriety and continence had enabled him to conquer 
and keep down the disease while he was still young, 
latterly as it grew upon him with advancing years, ne had 
to manfully bear it, suffering meanwhile tiie most incre- 
dible and undeserved agonies ; for the gout was now not 
/only in his feet, but had spread 'itself over his whole body. 
X remember, in Domitian's reign, paying him a visit at 
his villa, near Home. As soon as 1 entered his chamber, 
bis servants went out : for it was his rule, never to allow 
them to be in the room when any intimate friend was with 
him : nay, even his own wife, though she could have kept 
any secret, used to go too. Casting his eyes ^tnind the 
»>oom, *Why,' he exclaimed, 'do you suppose I endure 





rt 



18 THE LETTERS OF FLINT. [BiX}K L 

lifo 80 loug under these oiTiel agonies? It is with the 
hope that I may ohtlive, at least for one day, that villain.' * 
Had his bodily strength been equal to hi^ resolution, he 
would have carried his desire into practical effect. Gk)d 
heard and answered his prayer ; and when he felt that he 
should now die a free, un-enslaved, Eoman, he broke 
through those other great, but now less forcible, attHcli- 
ments to the world. His malady increased; and, as it 
now grew too violent to admit of any relief from temper- 
ance, he resolutely determined to put an end to its un- 
inteiTupted attacks, by an effort of heroism. He had 
refused all sustenance during four days, when his wife 
HispuUa sent our common friend Geminius to me, with 
the melancholy news, that Corellius was resolved to die ; 
and that neitner her own entreaties nor her daughter's 
oould move him from his purpose ; I was the only person 
left who could reconcile him to life. I ran to his house 
with the utmost precipitation. As I approached it, I met 
a second messenger n:om HispuUa, Julius Atticus, who 
informed me there was nothing to be hoped for now, even 
iiom me, as he seemed more hardened than ever in hia 
purpose. He had said, indeed to his physician, who 
pressed him to take some nounshment, ^'Tis resolved'; 
an expression which, as it raided my admirati(m of the 
greatness of his soul^ so it does my grief for the loss of 
him. I keep thinking what a friend, what a man, I am 
deprived of. That he had reached his sixty-seventh year, 
an age which even the strongest seldom exceed, I well 
know ; that he is released from a life of continual pain ; 
that he has left his dearet$t friends behind him, and {what 
was dearer to him than all these^ the state in a prosperous 
condition: all this I know. Still I cannot forbear to 
lament him, as if he had been in the prime and vigour of 
his days ; and I lament hfm (shall I own my weakness ?j 
on my own account. And — to confess to you as I dia 
to Calvisius, in the first transport of my grief— I sadly 
fear, now that I am no longer under his eye, I shall not 
keep so strict a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to 
me then, not that he was oldy he was infirm : all this I know ; 
but by supplying me with some reflections that are now 

* ]>omitiaii. 
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and resistless, which I have never heard, neTcr read, any- 
where else. For all that I have heard, and all that I liave 
read, ooour to me of themselves ; but all these are by 
far too weak to support me under so severe an affliction. 
Farewell. 

LETTEB XIIL To Scans Ssnscio. 

This year has produced a plentiful crop of poets : during 
the whole month of April scarcely a day has passed on 
which we have not been entertained with the recital of 
some poem. It is a pleasure to me to find that a taste for 
polite literature still exists, and that men of genius do 
come forward and make themselves known, notwithstanding 
the lazy attendance they get for their pains. The greater 
part of the audience sit in the lounging-places, gossip away 
their time there, and are perpetually sending to enquire 
whether the author has made his entrant e yet, whether 
he has got through the preface, or whether he has almost 
finished the piece. Then at length they saunter in with 
an air of the greatest indifference, nor do they condescend 
to stay through the recital, but go out before it is over, 
some slyly and stealthily, othera again with perfect free- 
dom and unconcern. And yet our fathers can remember 
how 01aud'.nB Caesar walking one day in the palace, and 
hearing a great shouting, enquiied the cause; and being 
informed that Nonianus * was reciting a composition of his, 
went immediatelv to the place, and agreeably surprised 
the author with his presence. But now, were one to be- 
speak the attendance of the idlest man living, and remind 
him of the appointment ever so often, or ever so long 
beforehand ; either he would not come at all, or if he did 
would grumble about having ' lost a day I ' for no other 
reason but because he had not lost it. So much the more do 
ihoife authors dcbcrve our encouragement and applause who 
have resolution to persevere in their studies, and to read 
out their compositions in spite of this apathy or arrogance 
on the part of their audience. Myself indeed, I scarcely 
ever miss being present upon any occasion; though, to 

* A pleader and historian of some distinetion, mentioned by Tacitna 
^ XIY. 19, and by QuintUian. X. 1, 102. 

2 
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tell the tnith, the authors hnYo generally been friends of 
mine, as indeed, there are few men of literary tastes who 
are not It is this which has kept me in town longer than 
I had intended. I am now, however, at. liberty to go baok 
into the country, and write something myself; which I do not 
intend reoiting, lest I should seem rather to have lent than 
i;iven my attendance to these recitations of my friends, 
for in these, as in all other good offices, the obligation 
ceases the moment you seem to expect a return. Farewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Junius Mauricus. 

Yoii desire me to look out a proper hiiRband for your 
Tiiece : it is with justice you enjoin me that office. You 
know the high esteem and aflfection I bore that great man 
her father, and with what noble instructions he nurtured 
my youth, and taught me to deserve those praises he was 
pleased to bestow upon me. You could not give me, then, 
a more important, or more agreeable, commission ; nor 
could I be employed in an office of higher honour, than 
that of choosing a young man worthy of being father of 
the grandchildren of Eusticus Arulenus ; a choice I shcmld 
be long in determining, were I not acquainted with Minu- 
tius Aemilianus, who seems formed for our purpose. He 
loves me with all that warmth of affection which is usual 
between young men of equal years (as indeed I have the 
advance of him but by a very few), and reveres me at the 
hame time, with all the deference due to age ; and, in a 
word, he is no less desirous to model himself by my in- 
structions than I was by those of yourself and your 
brother. He is a native of Brixia,* one of those provinces 
in Italy which still retain much of the old modesty, frugal 
simplicity, and even rusticity, of manner. He is the son 
of Minutius Maci inus, whose humble desires were satisfied 
with standing at the head of the equestrian order f: for 
though he was nominated by Vespasian in the number of 
those whom that prince dignified with the praetorian office, 
yet, with an inflexible greatness of mind, he resolutely 
preferred an honourable repose, to the ambitious, shall I 

* A town in Venice, now onlled Brcaoia. M, 
t See lettei xix. note f. 
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call them, or exalted, pursuits, in which we public men 
are engaged. His grandmother, on the mother's side, is 
Serrana rrocula, of Patavinm : * yon are no stranger to 
the character of its citizens ; yet Serrana is looked upon, 
even among these correct people, as an exemplary in- 
stance of strict virtue. Aoilins, his uncle, is a man of 
almost exceptional gravity, wisdom, and integrity. In 
short) you will find nothing thronghont his family nn^ 
worthy of yours. Minutius himself has plenty of vivacity, 
as well as application, together with a most amiable and 
becoming modesty. He has already, with considerable 
credit, passed through the offices of quaestor, tribune, and 
jmn^toT ; so that yon will be spared the trouble of solicit- 
ting for him those honourable employments. He has a 
fine, well-bred, countenance, with a ruddy, healthy com- 
plexion, while his whole person is elegant and comely and 
|his mien graceful and senator] an : advantages, I think, by 
tIo means to be slighted, and which I consider as the 
proper tribute to virgin innocence. I think I may add 
that his father is very rich. When I contemplate the 
character of those who require a husband of mv choosing, 
1 know it is unneooftsary to mention wealth ; but when I 
reflect upon the provailinff manners of the age, and even 
the laws of Borne, which rank a man according to his 
possessions, it certainly claims some regard ; and, indeed, 
m establishments of this nature, where children and many 
other circumstances are to be duly weighed, it is an article 
that well deserves to be taken into the account. You will 
be inclined, perhaps^ to 6u.spect that affection has had toi> 
great a share in the character I have been drawing, and 
that I have heightened it bejond the truth : but I will 
stake all my credit, you will find everything far beyond 
what I have represented. I love the young fellow indeed 
(as he justly deserves) with all the warmth of a most ardent 
affection; but for that very reason I would not ascribe 
more to his merit than I know it will bear. Farewell* 

* An ancient town in the north of Italy, said to have been fonoded 
\fj a Trojan colony. Livy was born here. It was entirely deutroyed 
Ly Agilolf, king of the Lombards, towards the dose of the sixth can* 
naiy a.d., but was afterwards rebuilt The modem town ( Padaa) if 
one of the roodt flourishing cities in Northern It^^ly. It has 58,000 
inliabitanta, poaseases a go(^ uniyersity, and a thriying l««do. 
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LETTER XV. To Septitius Clarcts, 

Ah I 3'ou are a pretty fellow ! You make an engagement 
to oome to supper and then never appear. Justice shall 
be exacted; — you shall reimburse me to the very last 
penny the expense I went to on your account; no small 
sum, let me tell you. I had prepared, you must know, al 
lettuce a-piece, tnree pnails,* two eggs, and a barley cake, 
with sume sweet wine and snow,t (the snow most certainly 
I shall charge to your account, as a rarity that will not 
keep.) Olives, beet- root, gourds, onions, and a thousand 
other dainties equally sumptuous. You should likewi^ 
have been entertained either with an interlude, the re- 
hearsal of a poem, or a piece of music, whichever you pie- 
ferred ; or (such was my liberality) with all three. But 
the oysters,:^ sows'-bellies, sea-urchins, and dancers from 

* The Bngliah reader may probably be sorpriaed to find this article* 
in Pliny's philoaophical bill of fare ; it will not be improper, therefore, 
to inform him that a dibh of snails was very common at a Roman table. 
The maimer used to fatten them is related by some very grave authors 
of antiquity ; and Pliny the elder mentions one Fulvius fiirpinus, who 
had atudiea that art with so umch success that the shells of some of 
hid snails would contain about ten quarts. (H. N. i. 9, 56.) In somej 
parts of Switzerland this food is still in high repute. See Addison's 
Travj. 864. M. 

t The Romans used snow not only to cool their liquors but their 
stomachs too, after having inflamed themselves with high eating. 
' Nivem roduni,' says Seneca, * iolaUum itomacki aedtuuiift,* (Ep. 9£) 
This custom still prevuils in Italy, especially at Naples, where (as 
BIr. Addison observes) they * drink very few honors, not so much as 
water, that have not Ifdn in fresoo, and everybody, from the highest to 
the lowest, makes use of it ; insomuch that a scarcity of snow would 
raise a mutiny at Naples, as much as a dearth of 4x>m or provisions in 
another country.' Trav. 185. M, 

X Our own conntrv had the honour of furnishing Rome with oysters, 
which were fetched nrom Sandwich : Montanua, mentioned by JuvenaU 
was so well skilled in the science of good eating, that he could tell, by 
the first taste, whether they came from that coast : 

. . . • * Cfiroaeia nata forent, an 
Luarinum ad aaxum, Rutupinove edUa fundo 
OitreOf calUibat primo deprehaiidere morsu* 

Sat. iv. 140. Jf 

TRANSLATION. 

.... * He could tell, 
At the first relish, if his oysters fed 
On the BviupioH, or the Lucrine bed.' (Qlfford.) 
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Cadiz of a oertain I know not who, were, it seems, 

more to your taste. Ton shall ffive satisfaction, how, 
shall at present be a seoret. On I yon have behaTed 
cruelly, grudging your friend, — I had almost said yourself; 
— and upon second thoughts I do say so ; — in tnis way : 
for how agreeably should we have spent the evening, in 
laughing, triOing, and literary amusements! Ton may 
sup, I confess, at many places more splendidly ; but no- 
where with more unconstrained mirth, simplicity, and 
freedom : only make the experiment, and if you do not 
ever after excuse yourself to your other friends, to come 
to me, always put me off to go to them. Farewell 



LETTER XVI. To ERuaus. 

I conceived an affection for Pompeius Saturn inus, my 
friend, I mean, of that name, and admired his genius, 
even long before I knew how versatile, how flexible, how 
many-sided a eenius it was : but he has now taken full 
and unreserved possession of me. I have heard him, 
whether he spoke from preparation or extempore, plead 
with no less warmth and energy than elegance and finish. 
He abounds in just and pointed reflections, his periods are 
eraoeful and majestic, his words impressive and sterling. 
These united excellencies give you infinite delight, not 
only when you are earned along, if I may so say, with 
the resistless current of his fienr eloquence, but also when 
merely read by themselves. You will be of my opinion 
when you take up any of his speeches to read, and will 
not hesitate to place him in the same rank with the 
ancients, whom he so happily emulates. But you will 
Tiew him with increased pleasure in his character of 
historian, taking into account the conciseness, lucidity, 
el^anoe, brilliancy, and sublimity of his style of narra- 
tion ; and the same strength of expression, though more 
compressed, condensed, and restricted, runs through his 
historical harangues which so eminently characterises his 
pleadings. In addition to all this, he has composed 
wrend poetical pieces in the manner of Calyus and 
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OatuUuB. What strokes of wit, what sweetness of xiiim- 
hers, what pointed satire, what tenderness, appear in his 
Terses ! He introduces indeed, but designedly, oooasional 
harsher metres amidst easy, graoeful, harmonius ones, in 
the manner too of Calvus or Catullus. He read to me, 
the other day, some letters which he assured me were 
written by his wife : I fancied I was hearing Plautus or 
Terence in prose. Whether they are that lady's (as he 

Eositively afarms), or his own, which he absolutely denies, 
e deserves equsd praise ; either for writing sudi pieces 
himself, or for having so highly imprtived and refined the 
genius of his wife, whom he married young and unin- 
sti acted. His works are ever in my hands ; and I never 
sit down to compose anything of my own, or to revise 
what I have already wiitten, or am in a disposition to 
amuse myself, that I do not take up this agreeable author ; 
and as often as I do so, he is still new. Let me strongly 
reoomiuend liim to the same degree of intimacy with you ; 
nor let it be any objection to his works that he is a oon- 
temporaiT wrii^. Had he flourished in some former age, 
not only his publications, but pictures and statues of him 
would have oeen passionately enquired after : shall then 
the honour and pleasure he confers upon us by his presence 
in our midst pall upon one, so to speak, through satiety? 
It argues, surely, a very perverse and envious disposition, 
not to admire a man who so thoroughly deserves admira- 
tion, just because we have it in our power to see, address, 
listen to, embrace, and give him not only our applause, but 
our friendship. Farewell. 



LETTER XVII. To Cobnkuus Titianus. 

The social virtues have not yet quite forsaken the 
world; and there are st'U tho-e whose generous esteem 
extends itself even to their departed friends. Titianus 
Oapito has obtained the emperor's permission to erect a 
statue in the forum to the late L. Syllanus. It is a truly 
Jaudable and noble application of princely favour, to 
employ it to suoh a purpose as this, and to exert one's 
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intereBt for the glory of others. To preserve the niemorj 
of eminent oharaoters, is, indeed, habitual to Capito : he 
has placed in his house (where he may safely take that 
liberty) tbe stsctnes of the Bmti, the Cassii, and the 
OatoB,* which he not only oontemplates with ardent 
Teneration, but has also celebrated the lives of those great 
patriots in some excellent yerses. One may be very sure 
a man possesses great virtue himself who has such a love 
for it in others. Syllanus certainly deserves the honour 
done him, and Capito has by this act secured to himself 
that immortality which he has conferred on his friend ; 
for he who erects a statue in the Roman forum to a 
worthy character receives as much honour as he confers. 
FarewelL 



LETTER XVIIL To SuETOHias TRANQUiLLU8.t 

Ton tell me in your letter that you are extremely 
alarmed by a dream ; apprehending that it forebodes some 
ill success to you in the case you have undertaken to 
defend ; and, therefore, desire that 1 would get it adjourned 
for a few days, or, at least, to the next. This will be no 
easy matter, but I will try : 

. . . . ' For dreams defloend from Jove.' t 

Meanwhile, it is very material for you to recollect whether 
your dreams ! generally represent things as they after- 

* SuetoniiiB informs ns that Caligula destroyed tiie ntatues of those 
illastrious persons, which Augustus had erected in the oapitol; and 
published an edict whereby he prohibited statues to be raised to anv 
person in his lifetime, unless by the emperor's express permission, it 
IS probable Pliny here alludes to a decree of this nature made by some 
suooeeding emperor, perhaps Domitian, against publicly erecting 
statues to these glorious assertors of liberty, if. 

t The hlBtorian. 

i Iliad, i. 68. 

I Dreams were considered, from the earliest antiquity, as sacred ad- 
monitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen oracles were 
delivered in this manner ; and, even amone ti^e Jews, we find several 
Intimations conveyed to their prophets in the same way. The B(Mnaai^ 
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wards fall out, or quite the reverse. But if I may judge 
of yours by one that happened to myself, this aream 
that alarms you so seems to portend that you will acquit 
yourself with gi*eat success. I had promised to stand 
counsel for Junius Pastor ; when I fancied in my sleep 
that my mother-in-luw came to me, and, throwing herself 
at my feet, earnestly entreated me not to plead. I was at 
that time a very young man ; the case was to be argued in 
the four centumyiral courts : my adversaries were some of 
the most important personages in Rome, and particular 
favouiites of Caesar ; * any of which circumstances were 
sufficient, after such an inauspicious dream, to have dis- 
couraged me. ^lotwiihstanding this, I engHged in the 
cause, reflecting that, 

* Without a sign, his sword the brave man draws, 
And abks no omen but his country's cause.' f 

for I looked upon the promise I had given to be as saored 
to me as my oountr}^ or, if that were possible, more so. 
The event happened cm I wished ; and it was that very 
case which first ]>rocured me the favourable attention of 
the public, and threw open to me the gates of Fame. 
Consider then whether your dream, like this one I have 
related, may not pre-signify success. But, after all, per- 
haps you will think it safer to pursue this cautious 
maxim : ' Never do a thing concerning the rectitude of 
which you are in doubt:' if c^o, write me word. In the 
interval, I will ct>nbider of some excuse, and will so plead 
your cauKO that you may be able to plead it yourself any 
day you like best. In this respect, you are in a better 
situation than I was : the court of the centumviri, where 

in general, were great observers of dreams ; and Augustus Oaesar is said 
to have escaped a very imminent danger at the battle of Philippi, by 
quitting his tent in compliance with a dream of Antonius, bis physi- 
cian. ( Val. Max. 1. i. o. 7.) This is mentioned to obviate any pre- 
judice against Pliny, which mifcht possibly arise in the mind of a reader 
unacquainted with thu prevailing seutimoiits of the andents upon this 
point, who might otherwise be surprised to find our author talking 
yariously upon a subject of this nature. H. 

* Domitian. 

t Iliad, zit 243. Pope. 
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I was to plead, admits of no adjonmment : whereas, in 
that where your case is to he henrd, though no easy matter 
to procure one, still, however, it is pus»dbTe. Farevrell. 



LETTER XIX. To Eomanus Fikmus. 

As you are my towns-man, my school-fellow, and the 
earliest companion of my youth; as there was the 
stiictest friendship between my mother and uncle and 
your father (a happiness which I also enjoyed as far a«( 
the great inequality of our ages would admit) ; can 1 fail 
(thus biassed as I am by so many and weighty considera- 
tions) to contiibute all in my power to the advancement 
of your honours ? The rank you bear in our province, 
as decurio, is a proof that you are possessed, at least, of an 
hundred thousand sesterces ; * but that we may also have 
the satisfaction of seeing you a Boman knight,t I present 
you with three hundred thousand, in order to make up the 
sum requisite to entitle you to that dignity, llie long 
acquaintance we ha> e had leaves me no rocjm to apprehend 
you will ever be forgetful of this instance of my friend- 
ship. And I know your disposition too well to think it 
neoe»<sary to advise you to enjoy this honour wirh the 
modesty that becomes a person who received it from me : 
for the advanced rank we possess through a friend's 
kindness is a sort of sacred trust, in which we have his 
judgment, as well as our oton character ^ to maintain, and 
therefore to be guarded with the greater caution. Fare- 
well. 

* Equftl to about £780 of onr money. After the reign of Angubtus 
the value of the iesleHiu$ = Id. 8*5 furthings. 

r"* t ' i^lie equestrian dignity, or that order uf the Boman people which 
we commonly call ktUghU^ had nothing in it atialogouB to any order of 
modern knighthood, but depended entirely upon a valuation of their 
estates ; and every citizen, whose entire fortune amounted to 400 000 
sesterces, tihat If, to abont £8120 of onr money, was enrolled, of oonrse, 
in the lis*^^ of knights who were considered as a middle order between 
the senators and common people, yet, without any other distinction 
than the privilege of wearing a gold rine, which was the pecnliar hadgt 
of their ocder.' life of Oioeio^ voL i. iu. in note. J£ 
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<-- LBTTEB XX. To Cornexius Tachus. 

I have frequent debates with a certain aoquaintonce of 
mine, a man of skill and learning, who admires nothing 
80 muoh in the eloquence of the bar as conciseness. I 
agree with him, that where the case will admit of this 
precision, it may with propriety be adopted ; but insist 
that, to leave out what is material to be mentioned, 6i 
only briefly and cursorily to touch upon those poiuriB 
which should be inculcated, impressed, and urged well 
home upon the minds of the audience, is a downright fraud 
upon one's client. In many cases, to deal with the sub- 
ject at ereater length adds strength and weight to our 
ideas, i^ich frequently produce their impression upon 
the mind, as iron does upon solid bodies, rather by 
repeated strokes than a single blow. In answer to this, he 
usually has recourse to authorities, and produces Lysias * 
amonffst the Grecians, together with Oato and the two 
Ordcchi, among our own countrymen, many of whose 
speeches certainly are brief and curtailed. In return, 
I name Demosthenes, Acschines, Hyperides,f and many 
others, in opposition to Lysias; while 1 confront Oato and 
the Gracchi with Caesar, FoUio, \ Caelius, § but, above all, 
Cicero, whose longest speech is generHlly considered his 
best. Why, no doubt about it, in good compositions, as 
in everything else that is valuable, the more there is of 
them, the better. You may observe in statues, basbo- 
relievos, pictures, and the human form, and even in 
animals and trees, that nothing is more graceful than 
magnitude, if accompanied with proportion. The same 
holds true in pleading ; and even in Ixioks a large volume 
oarries a certain beauty and authority in its very size. 

* An elegant Attio orator, remarkable for the grace and lucidity of 
his style, also for his yivid and accurate delineations of character. 

t A graceful and powerful orator, and friend of Demosthenes. 

X A Koman orator of the Augustan age. He was a poet and historian 
as well, but gained most distinction as an orator. 

J A man of oonsiderable taste, talent, and eloquence, but profligati 
extravagani. He was on terms of some intimacy with Oioero. 
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Hy antagonist, who is extremely dexterous at evading an 
argument, elades all this, and muoh more, which I usnally 
nree to the pame purpose, by insisting that those Tery 
individuals, upon whose works I found my opinion, made 
emsiderable additions to their speeches when they pub- 
lished them. This I deny ; and appeal to the harangues 
of numberless orators, pariioularly to those of Oioero, for 
Murena anH Yarenus, m which a short, bare notification 
of certain charges is expressed under mere heads. Whence 
it appears that many things which he enlarged upon at 
the time he delivered those speeches were retrenched when 
he gave them to the public. The same exc*'llfnt orator 
informs us that, agreenbly to the ancient custom, which 
allowed only of one counsel on a side, Cluentius had 
no o'her advocate than himself; and he tells us further 
that he employed four whole days in defence of Cornelius; 
by which it plainly appears that thc^^e speeches which, when 
delivered at their full length, had necessarily taken up eo 
much time at. the bar weie considerably cut down and 
pruned when he afterwards compressed them into a single 
volume, though, I must confess, indeed, a latge one. But 
good pleading, it. is objected, is one thing, iust composi- 
tion another. This objection, 1 am aware, has had some 
favourers; nevertheless, I am persuaded (though 1 may, 
perhap?4, be mistaken^ that, as it is possible you may have 
a good pleading which is not a good speech, so a good 
speech cannot be a bad pleading: for the Fpeech on 
paper is the model and, as it were, the archetype of 
the speech that was delivered. It is for this reason we 
find, in many of the best speeches extant, numberless ex- 
temporaneous turns of expression; and even in those 
which we are sure were never spoken ; as, for instance, in 
the following passage from the speech against Verres : — 
* A certain mechanic — what'ti his name ? Oh, thank you 
for helping lue to it : yes, I mean Polyditus.' It follows, 
then, that the nearer approach a speaker makes to the rules 
of just composition, the more perfect will he be in his 
art ; always supposing, however, that he has his due share 
of time allowed him ; for, if he be limited of that article, no 
blame can justly be fixed upon the advocate, though muoH 
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certainly upon the judge. The sense of the laws, I am 
sure, is on my side, whioh are by no means sparing of the 
oratoi-'s time : it is not oonciseness, but fulness, a oomplete 
representation of every material oironmstanoe, which 
they recommend. Now oonoiseness cannot effect this, 
unless in the moat insignificant cases. Let me add what 
experience, that unerring guide, has taught me : it has 
frequently been my province to act both as an advocate 
and a judge; and I have often also attended as an assessor.* 
Upon those occasions, I have ever found the judgments of 
mankind are to be influenced by different modes of appli- 
cation, and that the slightest circumstances frequently 
produce the most importent consequences. The disposi- 
tions and understandings of men vary to such an extent 
that they seldom agree in their opinions concerning any 
one point in debate before them; or, if they do, it is 
generally from different motives. Besides, as every man 
IS naturally partial to his own discoveries, when he hears 
an argument urged which had previously occurred to him- 
self, he will be sure to embrace it as extremely convincing. 
The orator, therefore, should so adapt himself to his 
audience as to throw out something which every one of 
them, ill turn, may receive and approve as agreeable to his 
own particular views. I recollect, once, when Regulus 
and I were engaged on the same side, his remarking to 
me, *You seem to think it necessary to go into every 
single circumstance : whereas I always take aim at onoe 
at my adversary's ihroat, and there I press him closely.' 
('Tis true, he keeps a tight hold of whatever part he 
has onoe fixed upm ; but the miBfortune is, he is extremely 
apt to fix upon the wrong place.) I replied, it might 
possibly hapi)en that what he called the throai was, in 
reality, the imee or the ankle. As for myself, said I, who 
do not pretend to direct my aim with so much precision, 
I test every part, I probe every opening ; in short, to use 
a vulgar proverb, i leave no alone unturned. And as in 
agriculture, it is not my vineyards or my woods only, but 

* The praetor was assisted by ten assessors, five of whom were 
senators, and the rest knights. With these he was obliged to eousult 
befiire he pronouncod aentenoe. JL 
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my fields as well, that I look after and oaliiyate, and (to 
oarry on the metaphor) as I do not content myBolf with 
Bowing thoee fields simplj with oorn or white wheat, but 
sprinkle in barley, pulse, and the other kinds of grain ; so, 
in my pleadings at the bar, I scatter broadcast various 
arguments like so many kinds of i<eed, in order to reap 
whatever may happen to oonie up. For the diupoeitiou of 
your judges is as hard to fathom as uncertain, and hb little 
to be relied on as that of soils and seasons. The oomio 
writer Eupolis,* I remember, mentions it in praise of that 
exoellent orator Fericles, that 

' On bis lips Persnasion bung, 
And powerful Reason rurd his tongue : 
Thus he aluiie oould boast tht) art 
To charm ut once, and pieroe the heart.' 

But oould Ferioles, without the richest variety of expres- 
sioUy and merelv by the force of the cimcise or the rapid 
style, or both (for they are very different), have thus 
ekarmed and pierced the heart ? To delight and to persua^le 
requires time and great command of language; and to 
leave a sting in the minds of the audience is an effect not 
to be expected from an orator who merely pihka^ but from 
him, and him only, who thruels in. Another comic poet,f 
speaking of the same orator, says, 

• His mighty words like Jove's own thunder roll * 
Greece hears, and trembles to her inmost sooL' 

But it is not the close and reserved; it is the copious^ 
the majestic, and the sublime orator, who thunders, who 
lightens, who, in short, bears all before him in a confused 
whirl. There is, undeniably, a just mean in everything ; 
but he equally misses the mark who falls short of it, as ho 
who goes beyond it ; he who is too limited as he who is 
too unrestiained. Hence it is as common a thing to hear 
our orators condemned for being too jejune and feeble as 
too excessive and redundant. One is said to have exceeded 
the bounds of his subject, the other not to have reached 

* A contemporary and rival of Aristophanes, 
t AriilophaueB^ Aoh. SSL 
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ihem. Both, no doubt, are equally in fault, with thia 
differenoe, howoTer, that in the one the fault arises from 
an abundanoe, in the other, from a defioienoy ; an error, in 
the former case, which, if it be not the bign of a more 
correct, is certainly of h more fertile genius. When I say 
this, I would nol be understood to approve that everlasting 
talker* mentioned in Homer, but that other f deaoribed 
in the following lines : 

* Frequent and soft, as foils the winter snow, 
Thus from his lips the copious periods flow/ 

>lot but that I extremely admire him4 too, of whom the 
poet says, 

* Few were his words, but wonderfully strong.' 

Yet, if the choice were given me, I should give the pre- 
ference to that style resembling winter nww, that is, to the 
full, uninteiTupted, and diffusive ; in short, to that pomp of 
eloquence whch seems all heavenly and divine. . But (it is 
replied) the harangue of a more moderate length is most 
generally admired. It is :— but only by indolent people ; 
and to fix the standard by their laziness and false delicaoy 
would be simply ridiculous. Were you to consult persons 
of this cast, they would tell you, not only that it is best to 
say little, but that it is best to say nothing at all. Thus, 
my friend, I have laid before you my opinions upon this 
subject, and I am willing to change them if not agreeable 
to yours. But shoul i you disagree with me, pray let me 
know clearly your reasons why. For, though I ought to 
yield in this ca^e to your more enlightened judgment, 
yet, in a point of such consequence, I nad rather be con- 
vinoed by argument than by authority. So if 1 dun*t 
seem to you very wii'e of the mark, a line or two from 
you in return, intimating your ooi^currence, will be suffi- 
cient to confirm me in my opinion : on the other hand, if 
you should think me mistaken, let me have your objeo- 
tions at full length. Does it not look rather like bribery, 

* Thersites. Iliad, il v. 212. 
t Ulysses. Iliad, til. v. 228. 
( Henelaus. Iliad, iii. «. 214. 



Lsxm 22.] THE LETTERS OF PLINY 83 

tny requiring only a short letter, if von agree with mc * 
but a very long one if yua should be of a different opinion 
Farewell. 

- LETTER XXI. To Patbrnus. 

As I rely very much upon the soundness of your judg- 
ment, so I do upon the goodnetis of your eyes : not because 
I think your discernment very great (for I don't want to 
make you oonceited), but because I think it as good as 
mine : which, it must be confessed, is saving a great deal. 
Joking apart, I like the look of the slaves which wore 
purchased for me on your recommendation veiy well ; all 
1 further care about is, that they be honest : and for this I 
must depend upon their charact jra more than their coun- 
tenances. Farewell. 



LETTER XXII. To Catilius Severus. • 

I am at present (and have been a considerable time) 
detained in Rome, under the most stunning apprehensions. 
Titus Aristo,t whom I have a singular admiration and 
affection for, is falhn into a long and obstinate illness, 
whic^ ti*oubles me. Virtue, knowledge, and good sense, 
shine out with so superior a lustre in this excellent man 
that learning herself, and every valuable endowment, seem 
involved in the danger of his single person. How con- 
summate his knowledge, both in the political and civil 
laws of his country I How thoroughly conversant is he in 
every branch of history or antiquity ? In a word, there is 
nothing yon might wish to know which he could not teach 
you. As for me, whenever I would acquaint myself with 
any abstruse point, I go to him as my store-house. What 
an engaging sincerity, what dignity in his conversation! 
how chastened and becoming is his caution ! Though he 
conceives, at once, every point in debate, yet he is as slow 
to decide as he is quick to apprehend ; calmly and delibe- 
rately sifting and weighing every opposite reason that is 

* Qreai-ffrandfather of the Emperor M. Auidioi. 
f An enunent lawyer of Trajac^i reign. 
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offered, and tracing it, with a most jiididoua penetration, 
from its sonroe through all itn remotest consequences. His 
diet is fnigal, his dress plain ; and whenever I enter his 
chamber, and view him reclined upon his couch, 1 consic^er 
the scene before me as a true image of ancient simplicity, 
to which hid illustrious mind reflects the noblest ornament. 
Ho places no part of his happiness in ostentation, but in 
the secret approbation of his conscience, seeking the reward 
of his virtue, not in the clamorous applauses of the world, 
but in the silent satisfaction which results from having 
acrted well. In short, you will not easily find his equal, 
evoo among our philosophers by outward profession. No, 
he does not frequent tlie gymnasia or porticoes,* nor does 
he amuse his own and others' leisure with endless contro- 
versies, but busies himself in the scenes of civil and active 
life. Many has he assisted with his interest, still more 
with his advice, and withal in the piactice of temperance, 
piety, justice, and fortitude, he has no superior. You would 
DC astonished, were you there to see, at the patience with 
which he bears his illness, how he holds out against pain, 
endures thirst, and quietly submits to this racing fever and 
to the pressure of those clothes which are laid upon him ^ 
promote perspiration. He lately called me and a few more) 
of his particular friends to his bedside, requeistinff us to 
ask his physicians what turn they apprehended his dis- 
temper would take ; that, if they pronounced it incurable, 
he might voluntaiily put an end to his life; but if therej 
wore hopes of a recoyery, how tedious and difficult soever^ 
it might prove, he would calmly wait the event; for so 
much, he tnought, was due to the tears and entreaties of his 
wife and daughter, and to the affectionate intercession of 
his friends, as not voluntarily to abandon our hopes, if they 
were not entirely desperate. A true hero's resolution this, 
in my estimation, and worthy the highest applause. In- 
stances are frequent in the world, of rushing into the arms 
of death without reflection and by a sort of blind impulse ; 
but deliberately to weigh the reasons for life or death, and 

* The philooophen used to hold their disputations in the gymnasia 
«n(l portiooea, being places of the most pubiio resort for walking^ 
to. X^ 
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*jo be cletermiued in our choice as either side of the scale 
prevails, shows a great mind.* We have had the satisrao- 
tion to receive the opinion of his physicians in his favour : 
may heaven favour their promises and i-elieve me at length 
I from this painful anxiety. Once easy in my mind, I shall 
^o back to my favouiite Lanrentnm, or, in other words, to 
my books, my papers and studious leisure. Jubt now, so 
much of my time and thoughts are taken up in attendance 
upon my friend, and anxiety for him, that I have neither 
leisure nor inclination for any reading or writing whatever. 
Thus you have my fears, my wishes, and my after-plans. 
Write me in retnm, but in a gayer strain, an account not 
only of what vou are and have been doing, bnt of what 
you intend doing too. It will be a very sensible consola- 
tion to me in this disturbance of mind, to be assured that 
yours is easy. Farewell. 

* The general lawfulness of self-murder was a doctrine by no means 
aniversally received in the ancient pagan world ; many of the moAt 
L*onBiderable names, both Greek and Roman, having expressly dedareil 
against that practice. Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Gicero, have con • 
demned it : even Brutus himseli^ though he fell by his own hands, in 
his cooler and more philosophical hourd, wrote a treatise,' in which ho 
highly condemned C&to, as beine guilty of an act both of impiety and 
eowardioe ia destroying himself. Virgil also adopts the same senti- 
Bieiits, and represents such unhappy persons as in a state of punishment 

* Proxma deinde tenent maesti loco, qui 8ibi letum 
Tnsontes peperere mantis lucemqtie perosi 
Prt^ecere animas : Qvam velUmi aethers in aUo^ 
Nunc et pauperiem et duroa per/erre kAores* 

Aen. vi. 434. Jf. 

TRANSLATION. 

' Next comes their portion in the gloom 
Who guiltless sent themselres to doom, 
And all for loathing of the day 
In madness threw their lives away : 
How gladly now in upper Air 
Contempt and beggary would they bear 
And labour's sorest pain.' 
« (ConingtoB.) 



* Flat, m Brut. 

D 3 
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LETTER XXIII. To Pompbius Paloo. 

You ask me whether I thiok you can with decency act 
an advocate during your tribuneship ?* It depends very 
much upon your opinion of that ofBce ; whether you look 
upon it as a mere empty shadow, a title without honour, 
or as a sacred function, the exercise of which as no 
power can suspend, so neither ought the person himself 
who is invested with it. When 1 was myself in that post 
(possibly I might be mistaken in thinking I was become of 
any importance, however, on the supposition that I really 
was), I entirely quitted the bar. I thought it unbefitting 
a magistrate, who, upon all occasions, bad a right of pre- 
cedency, and in whose presence everybody is obligea to 
rise, to be seen standing, while all about him were seated ; 
that he, who has authority to impose silence upon any 
man, should himself be checked by the clepsydra ; f that 
]ie, whom it is held impious to interrupt,^ should be ex- 
posed to the scurrilous liberties of bar orators; which, 
to chastise, would be thought a sort of insolence of ofBce, 
and yet it would be weakness to overlook. I considered, 
moreover, the dilemma in which I Bhould find myself, if 
either my client or his adversary should happen to appeal 
to me as tribune, whether to interpose my authority, or, by 
a kind of resignation of my office, to act solely in my 
private capacity. For these reasons I chose officiating as 
the public magistrate, rather than as the private advocate. 
But, with respect to yourself, (I repeat it again) it vei*y 
much depends upon your opinion of the office in question, 
and imder what character you would choose to appear; 
remembering always, that a wise man will take upon him- 
self such only as he is capable of sustaining with dignity. 
Farewell. 

* See book ix. letter xiiL note. 

t Glepsydrae were used in the Roman law oouriB, for regulatipg the 
duration or the prooeedinga. 

X Am their charaotera were held aaored, it was eafieemed the higheai 
act of impiety to offer them injuryi or so much as to interrupt them 
when they were speaking. M, 
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LETTER XXIV. To Bebwb 

Mt friend and gnest, Tranqnillus, has an nolination to 
pnrcliase a small farm, of whioh, as I am informed, an 
acquaintance of yours intends to dispose. I beg you would 
endeavour he may get it upon reasonable terms; which 
will add to his satisfaction in the purchase. A dear 
bargain is always a disagreeable thing, particularly as it 
reflects upon the buyer's judgment. There are several 
circumstances attending this little villa, whioh (supposing 
my friend has no objection to the price) are extremely 
suitable to his taste and desires : the convenient distance 
from Borne, the goodness of th« reeds, the smallness of 
the building, and the very few acres of land around it, 
which are juot enough to amuse him, without taking up 
^lis time. To a man of Tranqnillus' studious turn, it is 
rsufficient if he have but a small spot to relieve the mind 
and divert the eye, where he may saunter round his 
erounds, traver.-e his single walk, grow familiar with all 
\Si8 little vines, and count the trees in his shrubbery. I 
mention these particulars to let you see how much he will 
be obliged to me, as I shall be to you, if you can help him 
to this convenient little box, at a price which he shall have 
tto oooanfxm to repent. FarewelL 
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BOOK 11. 



LETTER I. To Vooonius Bomakusl 

Rome has not for many years beheld a more mugniSoent 
and memorable spectacle than was lately exhibited in the 
public funeral of that great, illustrioas, and no less fortu- 
nate man, Verginius Rufus.*' He lived thirty years after 
he had reached the zenith of his fame. He read poems 
composed in his honour, he read histories of his achieve- 
ments, and was himself witness of his fame among poste- 
rity. He was thrice raised to the dignity of consul, that he 
might at least be the highest of subjeqts, who f had refused 
to be the first of princes. As he escaped the resentment of 
those emperors to whom his virtues had ^ven umbroge and 
even rendered him odious, and ended his days when this 
lx>st of princes, thiti friend of mankind,^ was in quiet posses- 

* Tbe ancients seem to have considered fortune as a mark of merit in 
the person who was thus distinguished. Oicero reoommended Pompey 
to the Romans for their general upon three aooouuts, as a man of 
courage, conduct, and good fortune ; and not only Sylla the dictator, 
but several of the lioman emperors, as is still to be seen upon their 
medals, among other titles, gave themselves that of /dix, or fortu- 
nate. M, 

t * Verginius Rufus was governor of Upper Germany at the time of 
the revolt of Julius Yindex in Gaul, a.d. 68. The soldiers of Verginius 
wished to raise him to the empire, but he refused the honour, and 
marched against Vindex, who perished before Vesontio. After the 
death of Mero, Verginius supported the claims of Galba, and aooom- 
panied him to Bome. Upon Otho's death, the soldiers again attempted 
to proclaim Verginius emperor, and in consequence of his refusal of the 
honour, he narrowly escaped with his life.' (bee Smith's Diet, of Greek 
and Rom. Biog. &c.) 

X The justness of this glorious title, the friend of mankind^ which 
our author here gives to Nerva, is confirmed by the concurrent testi- 
mony of all the historians of these times. That excellent emperor's 
short reign seems, indeed, to have been one uninterrupted series of 
generous and benevolent actions; und he used to express the satis- 
&otion he felt in being conscious of not having committed a single aiit 
ivhu3h could give ofienoe to any man. M* 
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■ion of the empire, it seems as if Providenoe had purposely 

S reserved him to these times, that he might receive the 
onour of a public funeral. He i*eaohed his eighry-fourth 
year, in full tranquillity and universally revered, having 
enjoyed strong health during his lifetime, with the excep- 
tion of a trembling in his hands, which, however, gave 
him no pain. His last illness, indeed, was severe and 
tedious ; but even that cironmstanoe added to his reputa- 
tion. As he was practising his voice with a view oi 
returning his public acknowledgements to the emperor, 
who had promoted him to the oonsulbhip, a large volume 
he had taken into his hand, and which happened to be too 
heavy for so old a man to hold standing up, i%lid from his 
grasp. In hastily endeavouring to recover it, his foot 
slipped on the smooth pavement, and he fell down and 
broke his thigh-bone, which being olumhily set, his age 
as well being against him, did not properly unite again. 
The funeral obsequies paid to the memory of this great 
man have done honour to the emperor, to the age, and to 
the bar. The consul C!omelius Tacitns* pronounced his 
funei*al oration * and thus his good fortune wes crowned 
by the public applause of so eloquent an orator. He has 
departed from onr midst, full of years, indeed, and of 

glory ; as illustrious by the honours he refused as by tho^^ 
e accepted. Yet still we shall miss him and lament him, 
as the shining model of a past age ; I, especially, shnll 
feel his loss, for I not only admiied him as a patriot, but 
loved him as a friend. We were of the same province, and 
of neighbouring towns, and our estates were also contiguous. 
BoMides these accidental connections, he was left my guar- 
dian, and always treated me with a parentis aifection. 
Whenever I offered myself as a candidate for any office in the 
state, he constantly supported me with his interest ; and 
although he had long since given up all such services to 
friends, he would kindly leave his retirement and come to 
give me his vote in persm. On the day on which the 
prioHts nominite those they consider most worthy of the 
sacred offioe,t he constantly proposed me. Even in his last 

* The historian. 

t Namely, of angers. * This college, us regtilnted by Sylla, oon* 
sisted of fifteen, who wore aU persons « the f xst distinction in Kobm 
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illness, apprehending the pos^^ibility of the senate's appoint- 
ing him one of the five oommissioners for redu3ing the 
pnblio expenses, he fixed npon me, young as I am, to bear 
his excuses, in preference to so many other friends, elderly 
men too, and of consular rank, and said to me, * Had I a son 
of my own, I would entrust you with this matter.' And 
so I cannot but lament his death, as though it were pre- 
mature, and pour out my grief into your bosom ; if indeed 
one has any right to grieve, or to call it death at all, 
which to such a man terminates his mortality, rather than 
ends his life. He Uvea, and will live on for ever ; and his 
fame will extend and be more celebrated by posterity, now 
that he is gone from our sight. I had muon else to write 
to you, but my mind is full of this. I keep thinking of 
Yerginius : I see him before me : 1 am fur ever fondly yet 
vividly imagining that I hear him, am speaking to him, 
embrace him. There are men amongst us, his fellow* 
citizens, perhaps, who may rival him in virtue ; but not 
one that will ever approach him in glory. Farewell. 



LETTEB II. To Paulinus. 

I am angry : I do not know whether I have any right tc 
be, but I am. Love, you know, is apt to be capricious, 
frequently ungovernable, exigeani always. There is great, 
I do not know whether just, occasion : but taking it for 
granted there is, I am exceedingly angry at not naving 
heard from you all this while. One possible means of 
appeasing me is left you ; let your letters for the future be 
verv frequent and very long ; this is the only excuse I 
shall take, I hhall believe in no others. I am not going 
to listen to ' I was not in town,' or ' I was too busy. 
The gods avert ! ' I was too unwell.' As for me, I am 
enjoying, at my villa, the alternate delights of reading and 
doing nothing, those offspring of an uninterrupted leisure. 
Farewell, 

It was a priesthood for life, of a character indelible, which no crime or 
forfeiture could ef&oe ; it wda necessary that every candidate should be 
nominated to the people by two augurs, who gave a s(ieiun testimony 
upon oath of his aigniti and fitness for that office.' MiUdleton^s Lin 
ofOioerc\p. 147. if. 
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LETTER in. To Nbpob. 

The great fam9 of Isaens * had already pieoeded liim 
here ; bnt we find him e^ven more wonderful than we had 
heard. He possesses the utmost readiness, copiousness, 
and abundance of language : he always speaks extempore, 
and his lectures are as finished as thougn he had spent a 
long time over their written composition. His style is 
Greek, or rather the genuine Attic. His exordiums are 
terse, elegant, attractive, and occasionally impressive and 
majestic. He suggests several subjects for discuf^sion, 
allows his audience their choice, sometimes to even name 
which side he shall take, rises, armnges himself, and 
begins. At once he has everything almost equally at 
command. Recondite meanings of things are suggested 
to you, and words — ^what words they arel exquisitely 
chosen and polished. These extempore speeches of his 
show the wideness of his reading, and how much practice 
he has had in composition. His preface is to the point, 
his narrative lucid, nis summing up forcible, his rhetorical 
ornament imposing. In a word, ho teaches, entertains, 
and affects you; and you are at a loss to decide which 
of the three he does best. His reflections are frequent, 
his syllogisms also are frequent, condensed, and cai efally 
finished, a result not easily attainable even with the pen. 
As for his memory, you would hardly believe what it is 
capable of. He repeats from a long way back what he has 
previously delivered extempore, without missing a single 
word. ThiB marvellous faculty he has acquired by dint of 
great application and practice, for night and day he does 
nothing, hears nothing, savs nothing else. He has passed 
his sixtieth year and is still only a rhetorician, and! know 
no class of men more single-hearted, more genuine, more 
excellent than this class. We who have to go through the 
rough work of the bar and of real disputes unavoidablv 
contract a certain unprincipled adroitness. The school, 
the lecture-room, the imaginary case, all this, on the other 
hand, is perfectly innocent and harmless, and equally 
enjoyable, especially to old people, for what can be happief 

« Alhidod to bjr Juvenal, Sat. iU. 74. 
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at' tliat time of life than to enjoy what we found plea« 
vantcBt in our young days ? I oonsider Isaeus then, not 
only the most eloquent, but the happiest, of men, and 
if you are not longing to make his acquaintance, you must 
be made of sUme und iron. So, if not upon my account, 
or for any other reason, come, for the sake of heaiing this 
man, at leaht. Have you never read of a certain inha- 
bitant of Ortdiz who was so impressed with the name and 
fame of Livy that he came from the remotest comer of the 
earth on purpose to see him, and, his curiosity gratified, 
went straight hoaie again. It is utter want of taste, 
shows simple ignorance, is almost an actual disgrace to a 
man, not to set any high value upon a proficiency in so 
pleading, noble, refining a science. * I have authois,' you 
will reply, 'here in my own study, just as eloquent.' 
Tine : but then those authors you can read at any time, 
while you cannot always get the opportunity of hearing 
eloquence. Besides, as the proverb says, * The living 
voice is that which sways the soul ; ' yes, far more. For 
notwitlibtanding what one reads is more dearly under- 
stood than whnt one hears, yet the utterance, countenance, 
garb,* aye and the very gestures of the speaker, alike con- 
cur in fixing an impression upon the mind ; that is, unless 
we disbelieve the truth of Aeschines' statement, who, after 
he had read to the Rhodians that celebrated speech f of 
Demosthenes, upon their expressing their admiration of it, 
is said to have added, * Ah 1 what would you have said, 
could you have heard the wild beast himself?' And 

* The ancients thought everything that concerned an orator worthy 
tlieir attention, even to his very dress, Ovid mentions the liabU as well 
as the air and mien of Germanious, as expressive of his eloquence. 

' Dun .... nlena adstai, status est vultusque diserti, 
Spemque decens doctae vocis omicttM hahet* 

De Pont. 1. U 6. 

* Ere yet he speaks, the orator is seea 
In aU the eloquence oi garb and mien.' 

M. 

\ His speech * On the Orown,' delivered in reply to a speedh of 
Aeschines against Ctesiphon, who had proposed that Demosthenes 
should be rewarded with a golden crown for his eminent services to the 
state. Aeschines was completely defeated, and left Athens in conse- 
qnenoe. Subsequently ho resided at Rhodes, where he taught orati>jrj. 
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Aeschines, if we may take Demostlienes* word for it, was 
no mean elocutionist; yet, he could not but confess that 
the speech would have sounded far finer from the lips ol 
its author. I am saying all this with a view to persuading 
you to hear Isaeus, if even for the mere sake of being able 
to say you have heard himi Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To Calvina. 

Had your father left several creditors, or, indeed, a 
single one except myself, you might reasonably perhaps 
scruple* to enter upon his estate, which, with sucih encum- 
brances, might prove a burden too heavy even for one of 
our sex to undertake. But since, out of regard to the 
affinity that subsisted between us, I was content to remain 
sole creditor, whilwt others, I will not s-iy more importu- 
nate, but certainly more careful after their own interests, 
were paid off ; and as I contiibuted a hundred thousand 
sesterces f towards your wedding dowry, over and above the 
sum your father charged upon this estote for your fortune, 
whicn may also be connidered as my gift, as it wan to be 
paid out of a fund before appropriated to me, you can 
require no stronger pledge that you will find me an easy 
creditor. You might be sure of this, and ought to take 
up your property to protect your father's memory and re- 
putation. But to give you a more substantial encourage- 
ment than mere wurds, I make you entirely free of the 
debt he owed me. Do not hesitate about accepting this 
present from me, upon the supposition that I can ill afford 
so large a sum. It is true my means are but moderate, 
the expenses required by my position not inconsiderable, 
while the annual income out of my estate, owing to the 
quality of the ground, is as uncertain as it is small : yet, 
what I want in wealth, I make up by economy, which 
hupplies my bounty like a fountain. I must be careful, 
no doubt, not to exnaust it by over-profusion ; but it is a 

* By the ancient Roman law, the heir, if he entered npou the ratato, 
was liable to the debts of the testator or ancestor, even tbongh tbs 
estate weie not sufficient to pay them. M, 

f About £780. 
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caution whioh I shall observe towards others : with respect 
to yourself, reason will justify my liberality, though it 
^thould ovei'flow its proper bounds. Farewell. 



LETTER V. To Lupkrous. 

I send you at last the Bpeeoh you have kept entreating 
me for, and whioh I have often promised you : but this is 
not the whole; part of it 1 am still keeping back and 
gnving the finishing touches to. Meanwhile, I thought 
there would be no narm in my submitting to your criti- 
cism the completer portions. Piuy read it over with the 
same close attention that I wrote it ; for I never under- 
took any work which required so much. In my previous 
speeches, my diligence and integrity only were concerned : 
in the present one I had to manifest my patriotism. But 
whilst I took a delight in the task of praising and paying 
honour to my native land, and endeiavoured not only to 
support its rights but to heighten its glory, my speech 
insensiblv swelled its dimensions. However, I beg you 
will cut it down, even in these parts, wherever yon think 
necessary ; for when I consider the fastidious delicacy of 
my readers, I am sensible that my surest recommendation 
to them lies in the moderate length of my book. But at 
the same time that I abandon my performance to your 
utmost severity in this instance, I must ask your leniency 
towards it in several others. Some concession must be 
made to the taste of young people, especially where the 
subject admits of this. In descriptions of places, for ex- 
ample, which you will meet with pretty frequently in this 
volume, it is perfectly permissible to not merely draw 
these with strict historical accuracy, but to idealize 
slightly as well. Should any gloomy objector take of- 
fence at this, and think our strain livelier than befits 
the gravity of this sort of composition, the other parts 
will, 1 trust, amply satisfy his severity, and obtain in- 
dulgence for its gayer colourings. I nave endeavoured 
to engage different kinds of readers by different ways 
of expressing myself. And although I am afraid thei'O 
are some passaged that will displease some, as not com* 
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mending themselTes to their particular tastes, jret, upon 
the whole, its variety, 1 trust, will recommend it in 
general : just as at an elegant dinner, although we do not, 
perhaps, taste every dish, we mav yet admire the general 
arrangement of the whole ; and should we happen to meet 
with something we find we do not care ahont, yet that does 
not take away our relish for what we do like. I am not so 
presumptuous as to pretend I have actually furnished such 
a collation ; I would simply be understood to mean that 1 
have made the attempt, and perhaps not altogether un- 
successfully, if you will exercise your skill upon what I 
send you now, and upon the rest, to follow, shortly. You 
will tell me, I know, that you cannot form a sufficiently 
exact opinion till you have seen the whole. I quite 
admit thiH. However, for the present you may make 
yourself acquainted with this detached part, in wbich you 
will find some things, perhaps, that will bear a separate 
correction. Supposing you were to be shown the head, or 
any other member, disjointed from a complete statue, al- 
though you could not determine what proportion it bore 
to the entire figure, yet you would be able to judge of the 
elegance of that particular member. On what other prin- 
ciple is it that specimens of books are handed about, but 
that it is supposed the beauties of particular portions may 
be discerned, without viewing their relation to the whole 
The pleasure I take in getting a talk with you has carried 
me farther than I intended. But I stop here, for fear of 
exceeding in a letter the bounds I am for setting even to a 
speech. Farewell. 



LETTER VI. To Avitus. 

It would be a long story, and of no great importance, to 
tell you by what accident I found myself dining the other 
day with an individual with whom I am by no means 
intimate, and who, in his own opinion, does things in good 
style and economically as well, but according to mine, 
with meanness and extravagance combined. Some very 
elegant dishes were served up to himself and a few more 
of UB, whilst Uiose placed before the rest of the company 
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oon>iKted simply of cheap di&hes and soraps. There were, 
in small lK>ttles, three ditferent kinds of wine; not that 
the giiesiit might take their choice, but that they might 
not have any option in their power ; one kind being foi 
himself, and for us ; another sort for his lesser friends (for 
it seems he has degrees of friendsY and the third for his own 
freedmen and ours. My neighbour,* reclining next me, 
observing this, asked me if I approved the arrangement. 
Not at all, I told him. ' Pray then,' he asked, * what is 
your method upon such oocasions ? ' ' Mine,' I returned, 
* is to give all my visitors the same reception ; for when I 
give an invitation, it is to entertain, not di8tingtU8h;\ my 
company : I place every man upon my own level whom I 
admit to my table.' *Not excepting even vour freed- 
men ? ' * Not excepting even my freedmen, whom I con- 
sider on these occasionn my guests, as much as any of the 
rest.' He replied, *This must cost you a great deal.' 
*Not in the least' *How can that be?* •JSimply be- 
cause, although my freedmen don't drink the same wine 
as myself, yet I drink the same as they do.' And, no 
doubt ah<iut it, if a man is wise enough to moderate his 
appetite, he will not find it such a very expensive thing to 
share with all his visitors what he takes himself. Bestrain 
it, keep it in, if you wish to be a true economist. You will 
find temperance a far better way of saving than treating 
other people rudely can be. Why do I say all this? Why, 
for fear a young man of your high character and promise 
should be imposed upon by this immoderate luxury which 
prevails at some tables, under the specious notion of fru- 
gality. Whenever any folly of this sort falls under my 
eye, I shall, just because I care for you, point it out to 
you as an example you ought to shun. Bemember, then, 

* The ancient Greeks and Romans did not sit np at the table as we 
do, but reclined round it on couches, three and sometimes even four 
occupying one couch, at least this latter was the custom among^ the 
Bomans. Each guest lay flat upon his chest while eating, reaching out 
his hand fW>m time to time to the table, for what he might require. As 
soon as he had made a sufficient meal, be turned over upon his left side^ 
leaning on the elbow. 

t See, for a full and graphic account of the invidious distinction! 
customary at that period, at the tables of certain of tlie richer obuMCib 
Juvenal's fifth Satire, in Gifford'ft translation. 
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nothing is more to be avoided than this modern aUiancn 
of luxury with meanness; odious enough when existing 
separate and distinot, but still moie hateful where you 
meet with them together. Farewell 



LETTER VIL To Macrihus. 

The senate decreed yesterday, on the emperor*B motion, 
a triumphal statue to Yestrioios Spurinna: not as they 
would to many others, who never were in aotion, or saw a 
camp, or heard the sound of a trumpet, unless at a show ; 
but as it would be decreed to those who have justly bought 
such a distinction with their blood, their exertions, and 
their deeds. Spurinna forcibly restored the king of the 
Bructeri* to his throne; and this by the noblest kind of 
victory ; for he subdued that warlike people by the terror 
of the mere display of his preparation for the campaign. 
This is his reward as a hero, while, to console him n>r the 
loss of his son Cottius, who died during his absence upon 
that expedition, they also voted a statue to the youth ; a 
very unusual honour for one so young ; but the services of 
the father deserved that the pain of so severe a wound 
should be soothed by no common balm. Indeed Cottius 
himself evinced such remarkable promise of the highest 
qualities that it is but fitting his short, limited term of 
life should be extended, as it were, by this kind of immor- 
tality. He was so pure and blameless, so full of dignity, 
and commanded such respect, that he might have chal- 
lenged in moral goodness much older men, with whom he 
now shares equal honours. Honours, if I am not mistaken, 
conferred not only to perpetuate the memory of the de- 
ceased youth, and in consolation to the surviving father, but 
for the sake of public example also. This will rouse and 
stimulate our young men to cultivate every worthy prin- 
ciple, when they see such rewards bestowed upon one 
of their own years, provided he deserve them: at the 
same time that men of quality will be encouraged to 

* ' A people of Qermany. They dwelt on each side of the Amiflia 
(Ems), and extended south as ht as the Lnppia (Lippe).' (Bet 
bmith's Dicthnary of Greek and Roman Biography.) 
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beget oliildren and to have ihe joy and iiatibfaotion of 
leaving a worthy race behind, if their ohildren Burvive 
them, or of bo glorious a oonbolation, ahould they survive 
their ohildren. Iiooking at it in this light tiien, 1 am glad, 
upon public grounds, that a statue is decreed Ck>ttiu8: 
and for my own sake too, just as muoh; for T loved 
this most favoured, gifted, youth, as ardently as 1 now 
grievously miss him amongst us. So that it will be a great 
satisfaction to me to be able to look at this figure from time 
to time as I pass by, contemplate it, stand underneath, and 
walk to and fro before it. For if having the pictures ot 
the departed placed in our own homes lightens sorrow, 
how much more those public representations of them 
which are not only memorials of their air and counte- 
nance, but of their glory and honour besides? FarewelL 



LETTER VIII. To Caninius. 

What are you doing with yourself? Beading, hunting, 
fishing, or all of them together? You can combine all 
these, I know, on the banks of our favourite Larius, for 
the lake supplies you with fish, the woods engirdling it 
with game, each in profusion, whilst you must find eveiy 
opportunity for reading, down in that most Becluded of 
seclusions. Ilowever, whatever you may be doing, 
whether any or all of these pleasant things, &r be it from 
me to sav, * I grudge you them 1 ' Still, 1 must confesa, 
I am restlesB and impatient at my not being able, as well, 
to enjoy what I long after as eagerly as a man in a fever 
longs for wine, baths, and spring water. Shall I never, if 
they refuse to be loosened, break away from these close-bind- 
ing coixIb ? Never, I fear ; fresh employment keeps addi/ig 
itself to the old, while my earlier work is still uncom- 
pleted : such an endless train of business is daily pressing 
upon me, and riveting my chains still faster. FareweU. 

LETTEB IX. To Apollinaris. 

1 am extremely anxious for the success of the petitiov 
which Euritius has presented to the senate ; and I feel ftt 
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my friend what I have never felt for myself. My own 
orodit, character, and dignity besides, are, in a measure, at 
stake. I obtained for him of Caesar * the distinction of 
wearing the laticlaye,t and also the office of quaestor ; as 
it was by my interest too that he is indulged with the 
privilege of petitioning for the tribunate ; which if the 
senate should refuse him, I am afraid it will be thought I 
imposed upon the emperor. I must therefore, in support 
of my own character, endeavour that the judgment of the 
public may confirm the opinion which Caesar has conceived 
of him, upon my representations. But if I were not for 
these reasons obliged to interest myself in the success of 
Euritius, yet his extreme probity, excessive good sense, 
and extensive learning,^ would incline me to assist him to 
the utmost of my power ; as, indeed, he and his whole 
family are deserving of the highest commendation. His 
father, Euritius Clams, is a man of blameless life and 
ancient simplicity of manners ; and not only an eloquent 
and experienced advocate, but defends every case he 
undertakes with a courage and integiity no less to his 
honour than his singular modesty. Septitius, his uncle, is 
one of the sincerest, simplest-minded, most open, honest 
men I ever knew. There is a friendly contention amongst 
them who shall show me most affection ; which I am per- 
suaded they all equally feer fur me. I have now an 
opportunity of obliging the whole family, in the single 
person of Euiitius ; accordingly 1 canvass adl my friendj*, 
entreat them , ferret them out, apply to them indoors and 
out-of-doors, and, in a word, exert my whole interest and 
credit to serve him. I must be^ of you likewise to take 
some share of this trouble with me : I will do you the 
same good turn whenever you require it, and even without 
your asking. You have many friends, admirers, and 
visitors, so only show yourself a well-wisher to Euritius 
in this affair, and numbers will be ready to second your 
inclinations. Farewell. 

♦ Trajan. 

t The diBtingnlBhlng badge of the Benftiorial order. It wu a broa^ 
purple baod extending perpendioftlfirly from the neok down the centre 
ofthetonie. 

t JBniitina was a sealons patron of literature. Later, in the reign ol 

AntdDinas Piaa^ he loee to fie oonraL 

B 
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LETTER X. To Ootavius. 

You obstinate, or, rather, you bard-hearted, almost omel, 
man, -keeping suob valuable work from the world all this 
while I How long do you intend grudging your friends 
the pleasure, and yourself the glory, of your poetioal pro- 
ductions ? Suffer them, I entreat you, to come abroad, and 
be admired ; as admired they assuredly will be wherever 
the Homan language is understood. The public has been 
earnestly expecting them for some time, and you ought 
not to disappoint or delav its expectation any longer. 
Some few poems of yours have already, contrary to your 
inclinations, broken their prison and escaped to light : if 
you do not collect these together, like wanderers they will 
nnd an owner some time or other. Bemember, my friend, 
the mortality of human nature, from which you can only 
preseive your own name bv a monument of this sort ; all 
other kinds, frail and transitory as the men whose memory 
they seek to perpetuate, sink away and cease to be. Tou 
will sav, I suppose, as usual. Lei my friends see to thai, 
Fi-om the bottom of my soul I wish you may find friends 
whose care, fidelity, and learning render them able and 
willing to undertake such a responsibility asi this I But 
surely it is not altogether prudent in any man to expect 
from others what he will not do for hiuise&l However, as 
to this publication, I will press you no farther ; be th 
when you shall think proper. But let me, at least, 
prevail with you to recite them, that you may be mor 
disposed to send them out into the world, from the very 
flattering reception which 1 have long ventured to antici- 
pate their receiving from the assembly. I please myself 
with imagining the crowd, the admiration, the applause, 
and even the hush that will attend your recital ; for the 
silence of the audience, let it be only intense, earnest, and 
desirous of hearing more, is as agreeable to me as the 
loudest approbation. Do not then, by this endless delay, 
defraud your studies any longer of so rich and certain a 
recompense: a delay i«Aich, where carried to excess, is 
apt, I fear, to be charged to idleness, indolence, and even 
timid i ty. Fara well. 
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LETTER XL To Arrunuo. 

You take pleasure, I know, in hearing of anjthinff dona 
in the penate, worthy that august assembly : for, alUiough 
love of peace and quiet has called you into retirement, 
your heart still retains its zeal for the majesty of the com- 
monwealth. Accept then the following account of what 
lately passed in that venerable body ; a transaction for ever 
memorable by its importance, and not only remarkable 
from the quality of the person concerned, but salutary by 
the severity of the example. Marius Prisons, formerly 
prooonsul of Africa, being impeached by that province, 
instead of entering upon his defence, petitioned that a 
commission of select judges might be appointed for his 
trial. Cornelius Tucitus and myself, being by the senate 
assigned counsel for that province, thought it our duty to 
Inform the house that the crimes alleged against Priscus 
were of too atrocious a character to fall within the cogni- 
Bance of an inferior court : for he was charged with vena- 
lity in the administration of justice, and even of taking 
money to pass sentence of death upon persons perfectly 
innocenl Fronto Catius rose in his behalf, and pleaded 
that the whole enquiry might be confined to the binele 
article of bribery; expert in drawing tears from nis 
audience, he filled the sails of his speech with the breath of 
pity, so to speak. The debate grew warm, and there was 
considerable division of opinion. Some argued that it 
was a m)«tter which legally did not come under the dis- 
cussion of the senate : others, that the house was at liberty 
to proceed upon it, or not, as it should st e proper, and 
that the defend^int ought to be punished according to the 
full measure of his guilt. At last Julius Ferox, the consul 
^lect, a man of great worth and integrity, proposed that 
judges should be granted him provisionally, and in the 
meanwhile that those persons to whom it was alleged he 
had sold innocent blood should be summoned to appear. 
Not only the majority of the senate gave in to this opinion, 
but, after all the contention that had been raised, it was 
the one single point on which there was general agree- 
ment. I could not but observe, upon this occasion, that 

1 2 
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feelings of relenting and compassion, tbongli they at first 
operate with great force, gradually give way before tho 
cool dictates of reason and reflection ; and that numbers 
will support an opinion, by joining in the general voice, 
which tney would never sin sly and deliberately defend. 
The fact is there is no discerning the right side of a ques* 
tioQ amidst the confused murmurs of a crowd ; one mast 
consider it apart, to view it in its true light. YitelliuiEf 
Honoratus and Flavins Martianus, the persons ordered tq 
be summoned, were brought before the house. Honoratus 
was charged with having given three hundred thousand 
sesterces * to procure a sentence of banishment against a 
Boman knight, as well as the capital conviction of seven 
of his friends. Against Martianns it was alleged that 
he gave seven hundred thousand,! in order to procure 
another person's being condemned to su£fer various 
tortures; wich were accordingly inflicted, and the un- 
happy man was first whipped, afterwards sent to work 
in the mines, and finally strangled in prison. But the 
death of Honoratus opportunely prevented the enquiry 
upon him. Martianus appeared, but without Priscus. 
I'uUius Cerealis, therefore, a man of consular rank, thought 
proper to move that Prisons, agreeably to his privilege as 
a senator, might have notice of the business then before 
the house : whether it was because he thought his being 
present would raise more compassion, or more resentment 
towards him ; or because, as I am inclined to believe, he 
thought it most equitable, that as the charge was against 
them both, so they should both join in the defence and be 
acquitted or condemned together. The affair was adjourned 
to the next meeting of the senate, the most august and 
solemn I was ever present at. The emperor ( himself (for 
he was consul) presided. It happened likewise to be the 
month of January,§ a season upon many accounts remark- 
able, and particularly for the great number of senators it 
always brings together. Not only the importance of the 
case, tho expectation and rumour that had been increased 
by the several adjournments, but that Innate curiosity in 

* About £2340. f About £5400. X Tiajan. 

§ In this mouth the seveial magistrates entered upon theii respeotifi 
oillcoa. If. 
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mankind to acquaint themselves with eyerything remark- 
able and uncommon, drew the people from all parts. Pic- 
ture to yourself the concern and anxiety we, who were 
to speak on such a matter as this before that assembly, 
and in Caesar's presence, must have felt 1 I have often 
pleaded in the senate; and, indeed, there is no place 
where I obtain a more favourable hearing ; yet, as if the 
scene had been entirely new to me, I found m3*self ex- 
periencing an unwonted sensation of distress upon this 
occasion. Besides, the unusual difficulty of the case, 
which I have already alluded to, was continually before 
my mind ; a man, but vesterday of consular rank and a 
member of the sacred college,* now stood before me stripped 
of all his honours. It was a very heavy task then, de- 
vohdng upon me, I felt, to have to accuse one already con- 
demned ; who, weighed down as he was by the frightful 
character of the accusation, was still, as it were, screened 
by the pity felt for him in respect of a conviction already 
obtained. However, I composed and collected myself suf- 
ficiently to begin my speech ; and the applause I received 
was equal to the anxiety I had suffered. I spoke for al* 
most five successive hours (for they indulged me above an 
hour beyond the time at first allotted me), and what at my 
first setting out had most contributed to raise my appre- 
hensions proved in the event greatly to my advantage. 
The goodness, the care, (I dare not say the solicitude) of 
the emperor were so great towards me that he frequently 
spoke to my freedman, who stood behind me, to desire me 
to spare my voice and lungs ; fearing I was exerting my 
streng^th beyond what the delicacy of my constitution 
could bear. Claudius Marcellinus replied in behalf of 
Martianus; after which the assembly broke up until the 
next day, for it was getting dusk, so there was not time to 
proceed further. The next day, Salvius Liberalis, an acute, 
exact, animated, and eloquent f speaker, spoke in defence of 

* SejpUmtir epuZontifii. An office of considerable dignity. The tep- 
temviriemdomKn were aeven officers appointed to atteod to the arrange- 
ments of the several annual sacred festivals ; they formed a college, 
and were one of the four great religious corporations at Borne. 

t And a bold advocate too, apparentlv. There occurs an ineidental 
Botiee of him in Suetonius, as follows. ' Salvius Liberalis, in pleading 
llieaaiise of a rich man under prosecution, presnming to say, " What ii 
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Prisous: and he exerted all his talenta upon this occasion. 
0. Tacitus replied to him, in a strain of the most powerfal 
eloquence, and with a certain dignity which diHtineuitihea 
all nis speeches. Fronto Catius rose a second time in 
favour of Priscus, and in a very fine speech endeavoured, 
as indeed the case required, rather to soften the judges 
than defend his client. The evening coming on, the senate 
proceeded no further that day, but met on the next, and 
entered upon the proofs. It was much to the honour of 
the senate, and worthy of ancient Itome, to see the as* 
sembly thus adjourned only for the night, and then re- 
assembling for three successive days. The excellent Oor- 
nutus Tertullus, consul elect, ever firm in the cause of 
truth, moved that the seven hundred thousand sesterces * 
Marius had received should he paid back into the treasury,- 
Marius himself be banished the city and the Italian 
oon6nes, and Martianus, over and above this sentence, 
be banished Afiica as well. He added in conclusion 
that Tacitus and I having firmly and conscientiously dis- 
charged the parts assigned us, the senate should declare 
we had executed our trust to their satisfaction. The 
consuls elect, and all of couKular rank as well, agreed 
with Tertullus, except Pompeius Collega: he proposed 
that the seven hundred thousand sesterces shi.'uld be 
refunded into the treasury, Martianus be banished during 
five years only, and Marius sufier no o<her punish- 
ment than had already been inflicted upon him for extor- 
tion.! There was a large party for both opinions, and 
perhaps the majority svcretly inclined to the laxer and 
more lenient sentence ; for many of those who appeared 
at first to agree with Comutus now followed the new pro- 
posal. But upon a division of the house, all those who 
had stood near the consuls' seats began to go over to Cor- 
nutus. Upon this, those who were for allowing themselves 
to be numbeied in their places for Collega went over to 

it to Oaeaar if Hipparchiu possesses a hundred miUioDS of sesterces t ** 
he (Vespasian) commcnaed him for it' Bee Vespasian, c. xiii 
Thomson's translation (Buhn). 

* Honoratus being dead, that )xirt of the ohar^e against Marius, 
which related to h\n taking tliree hundred thousuud sodteroes of bin^ 
ooald not, it seems, be proved, if. 

A forfeiture of four times tht sum received. Jf. 
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the opposite side, Colleea being left with only a few by 
him ; so that he oomplamed btronfflv, afterwards, of tho 
behaviuur of those who had urged nim to this vote, par- 
tionlarly Kegnlus, for abandoning him in a step whioh he 
had himself advised. Theie is, indeed, snoh an incon- 
sistenoy in the genei-al character of Hefrulns that he will 
at once brave or nhiink back fix>m anything. Thus ended 
this important trial ; * but a publio matter still remains to 
be settled. Hostilius Firminus, lieutenant f to Marius 
Prisous, is strongly charged with being an accomplice : as 
it appears from Martianus' account-books, also from a 
speech whioh he (Martianus) made at a public meeting at 
Iieptis4 that Firminus was accesRory to Priscus' most 
disgraceful administration, had bargained to receive from 
Martianus fifty thousand denarii,} and moreover had 
actually received ten thousand sesterces,|| under the head 
of perfume money, for a most debasing office, though one 
exquisitely adapted to so consummate a fop. ft was 
a^eed, on the motion of Comutus, to proceed against 
him at the next meeting of the senate ; for, whether by 
accident or design, he was absent at the time. Thus you 
have an account of what is doing in town. Let me 
know, in return, your country news ; how your shrubs j 
your com, and your choice flocks of sheep, are going on* 
In a word, if you do not send me an equally lonff letter, 
you must only expect short ones for the future irom me. 
Farewell. 

* ICaiiiis got off pretty easily, after all. He was banished, bat kept 
the moiiey and went into some pleasant place of retixeanent beyond tnt. 
frontier. Javenal Ti'goronslv satirizes the effect of the sentence paisod 
■pon him, in the following lines (Sat i. 45-50): 

' Te gods t — ^what ra^e, what frenzy fires my brain, 
.... When, by a jnggling sentence damned in Tain 
(For who, that holds the plander, heeds the pain ?) 
Marias to wine devotes his morning hoars. 
And langhs, in vzile, at the offendml Powers, 
While sighing o'er the victory she won. 
The prorince finds herself bat more andone.' 

(Gifford's translation.) 

(See letter xiL note. ) In Africa. f About £1770. 

Aboot £78. 



1 



56 THB LETTERS OF PUNT. [BooK % 



LETTER XII. To the Same. 

The public matter I mentioned to you in my last, re- 
lating to the a£fair of Priscus, is at length, I will not sa^ 
finished as it ought to be ; however, it is finished. Finui* 
nus, being brought before the senate, made suoh a sort of 
defoDce as a man generally does who is oonsoious of de- 
tected guilt The consuls elect were much divided as to 
how to punish him. Comutus Tertullus moved he should 
De expelled from tiie senate, but Acutius Nerva proposed 
nis only being declared for ever incapable of holding the 
office of proconsul : and this, the apparently milder sen- 
tence, prevailed: though, really, it is the harder and 
severer one of the two. For can any position be more 
pitiable than that of being cut off and excluded from all 
hopes of enjoying those honours to which a senator is 
entitled, without escaping any of the work and worry of 
attending senate-house meetings? And, after being so 
disgraced, what punishment could be heavier than, not^ to 
be allowed to bury oneself in solitude, but, remaining in 
this conspicuous station, to be marked out by it to the 
gaze and scorn of the world? Apart, though, from all 
this, looking at the matter in a public light, what can be 
more inappropriate or indecent than to allow a person, 
after having been publicly censured by the senate, to 
retain his seat in the house and be ranked with his 

I'ud^es? For a man excluded the proconsulship, because 
e behaved infamously as a lieutenant,* to sit in judgment 
upon proconsuls ? For one proved ^ilty of extortion, to 
condemn or acquit others of similar crimes ? Yet this motion 
found the voice of the majority. Votes go by number, not 
by weight ; nor can it be otherwise in assemblies of this 
sort, where nothing is so unequal as the equality which 
prevails in them; for although every member has the 
same right of sufirage, every member has not the same 
strength of judgment to direct it. Tou see I have been as 



£ 



* The lieutenant aooompanied the proconBul, or goyemor, for the 
judging of inferior oauaes and the management of all smaller oonoema ; 
eTerytmng of moment being refiirred to the immediate oare of thi 
forenior. M. 
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good as my word to have fulfilled the promise I gare yon 
in m^r last letter, which must have reached yon, I suppose, 
by this time, for I entrusted it to a qniok and oarefnl mes- 
Ben^r — unless he has met with any nindrance on the way. 
It 18 your duty now to make me as full a return for this 
and my former as the scene you are in will afford. 
FarewelL 



LETTER Xin. To Prisous. 

As I know you eagerly embrace every opportunity of 
obliging me, so there is no man whom I had rather be 
under an obligation to. I apply to you, therefore, in pre* 
ferenoe to anyone else, for a favour which I am extremely 
desirous of obtaining. You, who are commander-in-chief 
of a very considerable army, have many opportunities of 
exercising your generosity: and the length of time you 
have enjoyed that post must have enabled you to provide 
for all your own friends. I hope you will now turn your 
eyes upon some of mine : as indeed they are but a few. 
Your generous disposition, I know, would be better pleased 
if the number were greater, but one or two will suffice my 
modest desires ; at present I will only mention Yoconius 
Romanus. His father was of great distinction among the 
Roman knights, and his father-in-law, or, I might more 
properly call him, his second father, (for his a&ctionate 
treatment of Yoconius entitles him to that appellation) was 
still more conspicuous. His mother was one of the most 
considerable ladies of Upper Spain : you know what 
character the people of that province bear, and how re- 
markable they are for their strictness of their manners. 
As for himself, he lately held the post of flamen.* Now, 
from the time when first we were students together, I 
have felt very tenderly attached to him. VN'e lived under 
the same roof, in town and country, we joked together, we 

* * Any Boman priest doToted to the seryice of one partioular god 
was designated Flameni reoeivine a distinguishing epithet from the 
deity to whom he ministered. Tne office was anderstood to last for 
life ; but a flamen might be compelled to resign for a breach of duty, or 
dven on aoooont of the ocoorrenoe of an ill-omened accident while dia* 
charging his ftmotions.* Smith's Dictionaiy cf Antiqultiea 



1 
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■bared eaob other's Berious thoughts: for where indeed 
could I have found a truer friend or pleasauter com* 
panion than he? In his conversation, and even in his 
very voice and countenance, there is a rare sweetness ; as 
at the bar he displays talents of a high order ; acuteness, 
elegance, ease, and skill : and he writes such letters * too 
that were you to read them you would imagine they had 
been dictated by the Muses themselves. I have a very 
great a£fection for him, as he has for me. Even in the 
earlier part of our lives, I warmly embraced eveiy oppor- 
tunity of doing him all the ffood services which then lay 
in my power, as I have lately obtained for him from our 
most gracious prince j the privilege :( granted to those who 
have three children : a favour whicn, though Caesar very 
rarely bestows, and always with great caution, yet he 
oonfened, at my request^ in such a matter as to give it the 
air and grace of being his own choice. The best way of 
showing that I think he deserves the kindnesses he has 
already received from me is by increasing them, especially 
as he always accepts my services so gratefally as to 
deserve more. Thus I have shown you what manner of 
man Roraanus is, how thoroughly I have proved his worth, 
and how much I love him. Let me entreat you to honour 
him with your patronage in a wav suitable to the gene- 
rosity of your heart, and the eminence of your station. 
But above all. let him have your affection ; for though you 
were to confer upon him the utmost you have in your 

* It appears from this and some other passages in these letters thai 
the art of letter-writing was esteemed hy the Romans in the number d 
liberal and polite aooomplishments ; and we find Cicero mentioning^ 
with great pleasure, in some of his letters to Attious, the elegant spe£ 
men he had received from his son, of his genius in this direotion. 
(Ad Att IzY. 16, 17.) It seems, indeed, to have formed part of their 
education. Pliny, in a subsequent letter (book vii. letter ix.), in which 
he prescribes a method of study to one who desired hL» opinions upcm 
the subject, particularly recommends to him performances of this 
kind. if. 

t Trajun. 

i By a law passed A.ii. 762. it was enacted that every eitisen of Borne 
who had three children should be excused from all troublesome offioes 
where he lived. This privilege the emperors sometimes extended to 
those who were not legally entitled to it See book vii letter XfU te 
note; and book x. letter xcv. in note. if. 
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power to bestow, you can give him nothine more Talilabla 
than your friendship. That you may see he is worthy of 
it, even to the oIosoHt degree of intimaoy, I send you this 
brief sketch of his tastes, character, his whole life, in fiiot* 
I should continue my intercessions in his bebiilf, bat that 
I know you prefer not being pressed, and I have already 
repeated them in every line of this letter: for, to show % 
good reason fot what one asks is true intercession, and of 
the most effectual kind. * Farewell. 



LETTBB XIV. To Maximos. 

You guessed correctly : I am much engnged in pleading 
before &e Hundred. The business there is more fatigue^ 
ing than pleasant. Trifling, inconsiderable cases, mostly i 
it is very seldom that anything worth speaking of, either 
from the importance of the question or the rank of the 
persons concerned, comes before them. There are Tory 
few lawyers either whom I take any pleasure in working 
with. The rest, a parcel of impudent young fellows, many 
of whom one knows nothing whateTer about, come here to 
get some practice in speaking, and oonduot themselves so 
forwat dly and with such utter want of deference that my 
friend Attilius exactly hit it, I think, when he made the 
observation that * boys set out at the bar with cases in the 
Court of the Hundred as they do at school with Homer,' 
intimating that at both places they bcKin where they 
should end. But in former times (so my dders tell me) no 
youth, even of the best families, was allowed in unless in- 
troduced by some person of consulai* dignity* As things are 
now, since every fence of modesty and decorum is broken 
down, and all distinctions are levelled and confounded, 
the present young generation, so far from waiting to be in- 
troduced, break in of their own free will. 1 he audience 
at their heels ai-e fit attendants upon such orators ; a ]o# 
rabble of hired mercenaries, supplied by contract. They 
set together in the middle of the court, where the dole is 
dealt round to them as openly as if they were in a dining* 
room : and at this noble price they run from court to court. 
The Greeks have an appropriate name in their language 
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for this sort of people, impoi*ting that they are applauders 
by profession,* and we stigmatize them with tne oppro- 
brious title of table-flatterers:! yet the dirty business 
alluded to increases every day. It was only yesterday two 
of my domestic officers^ mere striplings, were hired to cheer 
somebody or other, at three denarii a-piece : § this is what 
the highest eloquence goes for. Upon these terms we fill 
as many benches as we please, and gather a crowd ; this is 
how those rending shouts are raised, as 8oon as the indi- 
vidual standing up in the middle of the ring gives the 
signal. For, you must know, these honest fellows, who 
understand nothing of what is said, or, if they did, could 
not hear it, would be at a loss, without a signal, how to time 
their applause : for many of them don't hear a syllable, and 
are as noisy as any of the rest. If, at any time, vou 
should happen to be passing by when the court is sitting, 
and feel at all interested to know how any speaker is 
acquitting himself, you have no occasion to give yourself 
the trouble of getting up on to the judges* platform, no need 
to listen ; it is easy enough to mid out, for you may be 
quite sure ke that gets most applause deserves it the least, 
Largius Licinus was the first to introduce this fanhion; 
but ih<n he went no farther than to go round and solicit 
an audience. I know, I remember hearing this from my 
tutor Quinctilian. ' I used,' he told me, ' to go and hear 
Domitius Afer,|| and as he was pleading once before the 
Hundred in his usual slow and impressive manner, hearing, 
close to him, a most immoderate and unusual noise, and 
being a good deal surprised at this, he left off: the noi^e 
ceased, and he began again : he was interrupted a second 
time, and a third. At last he enquired who it was that was 
speaking ? He was told, Licinus. Upon which, he broke 
off the case, exclaiming, " Eloquence is no more 1 " ' The 
truth is it had only begun to decline then, when in Afer's 
opinion it no longer existed: whereas now it is almost 

^ o'o^oicXcTs. t Laudieeni. 

X In the original it is nomeneHatorea ; nomeneiUUor meant a kind ot 
master of the ceremonies, whose business it was to annomioe the names 
of the dlients and dependents* as he seyerally introdnoed Uiem to the 
patron. M, 

f About 2t. 2d. I QuinctUian's tutor. 
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axiinot. I am aahamed to tel. you of tHe mincing and 
affected pronunciation of the speakers, and of the shrill- 
voiced applause with which their effusions are received ; 
nothing seems wanting to complete this sing-song perfoim- 
ance except claps, or rather cymbals and tambourines. 
Howlings indeed f for I can call such applause, which would 
be indecent even in the theatre, by no other name) abound 
in plenty. Up to this time the interest of my friends and 
the consideration of my early time of life have kept me in 
this court, as I am afraid they might think I was doing it 
to shirk work rather than to avoid these indecencies, were 
I to leave it just yet : however, I go there less frequently 
than I did, and am thus affecting a gradual retreat 
Farewell. 



LBTTEB XV. To Valerianus. 

How goes on your old estate at Marbi ? And how do 
you find your new purchase ? Do you like the land as 
well binoe it has become your own ? Thai would be extra- 
ordinary indeed t fur an object in possession seldom refaina 
the same charms that it had in pursuit. As for myself, the 
estate my mother left me uses me but ill ; however, I value 
it for her ^ake, and besidcH I have grown callous by long 
endurance. Frequent oct asions of conoplaint end in making 
one ashamed to complain any more. FarewelL 



LETTER XVI. To Ankianus. 

Agreeably indeed to your usual concern for my interest, 
Ton advise me to consider the codicil * of Acilianus (who 
has appointed me one of his co-heirs) aM void, because it is 
not confirmed by his will. That this is law, I am perfectly 
well aware; it is a point of jurisprudence to which even 

* A codicil, by the anctent oivil law, was a less solemn kind of will ; 
ill which it was not noceriBarr to obeenre bo strictly the ceremonies pre> 
•cr'bed by the law for a wiiL But no le/uoy given by a codicil wai 
valid iinloBS oonflrmed by the wiU, which was esteemed its basia 
This, liuwov3r. by later e npcrois, wap altered. YM. Just T. XZT 
12. Nl. 
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those who are ignorant of every other ore usually no 
strangers. But I have a private law of my own, and that 
is, pnnotually to perforin the will of the deceased, though 
it may want the eBtfential forms. This codicil, heyond'all 
manner of doubt, is of Aoiliunus* own hand-writing : there- 
fore, although not confirmed by his will, I shall be guided 
by it as strictly as if it were ; especially as there is no 
danger that any yillainous infoimer can take advantage of 
this mistake. If indeed there was any hazard that what 
I eive to the legatees in the codicil would be seized as for- 
feited to the public use, I ought perhaps to act with more 
caution and deliberation : but since the heir may dispose 
of what accrues to him as such, in the way he thinks 
proper, nothing hinders, since the law does not, my ob- 
serving that rule which I have laid down for myself. 
FarewelL 



LETTER XVn. To Gallus. 

You are surprised that I am so fond of my Lauren- 
tine,* or (if you prefer the name) my Laurens : but you 
will cease to wonder when I acquaint yoii with the beauty 
of the villa, the advantages of its situation, and the exten- 
sive view of the sea- coast. It is only seventeen miles from 
Rome ; so that when I have finished my business in town, 
I can pass my evenings here after a good satisfactory day*s 
work. There are two different roads to it ; if you go by 
that of Lauren tum, you must turn off at ike fourteenth 
mile-stone ; if by Astia, at the eleventh. Both of them 
are sandy in places, which makes it a little heavier and 

* His T Aurentine villa, at Laurentum, in the neighbourhood of Aiitia. 
Pliny had no estate round tliie seat, his whme possesslona here 
being iududed (us he informs us in hook iv. letter vi.) in this house and 
gardens. It was merely a winter villa, in which he used to spend 
some of the cold months, whenever his business permitted of his 
absence from Bome ; and, for this reason, it is that we find warmth such 
a consideration in the arrangement of the several apartments, &c. 
Several plans have been given of this villa. I may mention among 
others that of Mr. Gastel in his Villas of the Ancieuts Illustrated. 
But tlie plans all differ as to tiie arrangement of the several parts ol 
thiB building. Its rt.ins are said to have been diacovered about the 
year 1714. M. 



FiBTTJEB 17.] THE LETTERS OF FLINT. 88 

longer by carriage, but short and easy on borsoback. The 
landso'ipe affords plenty of variety, the view in some 
plaoes being eloeed in by woods, in others extending ovei 
broad meadows, where nnmerons flocks of sheep and herds 
of cattle, which the severity of the winter has driven from 
the mountains, fatten in the spring warmth, and on the 
rich pasturage. My villa is of a convenient size without 
being expensive to keep up. The court-yard in front is 
plain, but not mean, through which you enter porticoies 
shaped into the form of the letter D,* enclosing a small 
but cheerful area between. These make a capital retreat 
for bad weather, not xOnly as they are bhut in with 
windows, but particularly as they are lEiheltered by a pro- 
jection of the roof From the middle of these porticoes 
you pass into a bright pleasant inner court,t and out of 
that into a handsome hall % running out towards the sea- 
shore; so that when there is a south-west breeze, it is 
sently washed with the waves, which spend themselves at 
its base. On every side of this hall there are either fold- 
ing-doors or windows equally large, by which means yon 
have a view from the front and the two sides of three di^ 
ferent seas, as it were : from the back you see the middle 
court, the ]K)rtico, and the area ; and from another point you 
look through the portico into the courtyard, and out upon 
the woods and distant mountains beyond. On the left hand 
of this hall, a little farther from the sea, lies a large draw- 
ing-room, and beyond that, a second of a smaller size, which 
has one window to the rising and another to the setting 
sun : this as well has a view of the sea, but more distant 
and agreeable. The angle formed by the projection of the 
dining-room with this drawing-room retains and intensifies 
the warmth of the sun, and this forms our winter quarters 
and family gymnasium, which is bheltered from all the 
winds except those which bring on clouds, but the clear 
sky comes out again before the warmth has gone out of the 

* Thus, G-l-D, the space -l- between forming the area. 

t Oavaediumt a laree apartment roofed over, and in the centre of the 
roof an opening which was called eompluvium. The sides of the roof 
sloped downwo^s towards this aperture, so that the rain-water, running 
down those, passed through the eompluvium and fell into a cistern ia 
tlie floor immediateW underneath, called implwriwm, 

t 2Wrfift<«m, dining-room. 



64 THB LITTEttS OF PLIKT. rBoos L 

place. Adjoining this angle is a room forming the segment 
of a circle, the windows of wliich ai-e so arranged as to get 
the sun all through the day : in the walls are contrived a 
sort of cases, containing a collection of authors who can 
never be read too often. Next to this is a bedroom.* con- 
nected with it by a raised passage famished with pipes, 
which supply, at a wholesome temperature, and distribute 
to all parts of this room, the heat they receive. The rest 
of this side of the house is appropriated to the use of my 
slaves and freedmen ; but most of the rooms in it are re^ 
spectable enough to put my guests into. In the opposite 
wine is a most elegant, tastefully fitted up bedroom ; next 
to which lies another, which you may call either a large 
bedroom f or a modified dining-room ; it is very warm and 
light, not only from the direct rays of the sun, but by their 
reflection from the sea. Beyond this is a bedro<»m with an 
ante-room, the height of which renders it cool in summer, 
its thick walls warm in winter, for it is sheltered, every 
way, from the winds. To this apartment another ante- 
room is joined by one common wall. From thence you 
^nter into the wide and spacious cooling-room X belonging to 
the bath,§ from the opposite walls of which two curved 
l)a8ins are thrown out, so to speak ; which are more than 
lar^e enough if you consider that the sea is close at hand. 
Adjacent to this is the anointing-room, then the sweating- 

* Dormitorium membrwmt a nisht aleeping-room. The bedrooms 
were of two kinds, those used for sleeping in during the day, and ihoae 
used at night ; tlie latter were called donnitoritL 

t A sleeping-room for use in the day-time. 

X 'The principal use of this room seems to have been designed to 
prepare the hodies of those that had been in the former room for their 
goings into the warmer air.' Castel's Villas. 

f ''III Pliny's time the Romans always hathed before the eyening 
meal; the puolio haths, therefore, in the city were extremely numerous, 
in which, vitruvius gives us to understand, there were, for each sex. 
tliree rooms ior hathing, one of cold water, one of warm, and one stUl 
warmer; and there were cells of three degrees for sweating: to the 
fore-mentioned memhers were added others for anointing and bodily 
exercises. Tlie last thing they did before entering the dininf;-room was 
to bathe; what preceded their washing was their exercise in the 
sphaeristerium, prior to which it was their custom to anoint themselves. 
As for their sweating-rooms, though they were, doubtless, in idl the 
batlis. we do not find them to have been used but upon particular ooctr 
nons.' Castel's Villas, 
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room, and beyond that the bath-beating room :* adjoining 
are two other little bath-rooms, elegantly rather than 
■umptuously fitted up : annexed to them is a warm bath of 
wonaerful construction, in which one can swim and take a 
view of the sea at the same time. Not far from this stands 
the tennis-courtyt which lies open to the warmth of the 
afternoon sun. From thence yon eo np a scirt of turret 
which has two rooms below, with the same number abovOy 
besides a dining-room commanding a very extensive look- 
out on to the sea, the coast, and the beautiful villas scat- 
tered along the shore line. At the other end is a second 
turret, containing a room that gets the rising and setting 
sun. Behind this is a large store-room and granary, and 
underneath, a spacious dining-room, where only the murmur 
and break of the sea can be heard, even in a storm : it looks 
out upon the garden, and the gestatio } running round the 
garden. The gestatio is bordered round with box, and, 
where that is decayed, with rosemary : for the box, where- 
ever sheltered by the buildings, grows plentifully, but 
where it lies open and expoBod to the weather and spray 
from the sea, though at some distance from this latter, it 
quite withers up. Next the gestatio, and running along in- 
side it, is a shady vine-plantation, the path of which is so 
soft and easy to the tread that you may walk bare-foot upon 
it. The garden is chiefly planted wirh fig and mulberry 
trees, to which this soil is as favourable as it is averse from 
all others. Here is a dining-room, which, though it stands 
away from the sea, enjoys the garden view which is just 
as pleasant : two apartments run round the back part of 
it, the windows of which look out upon the entrance of 
the villa, and into a fine kitchen-garden. From here 
extends an enclosed portico § which, from its great length, 
you might take for a public one. It has a range of 
windows on either side, but more on the side facing the 
sea, and fewer on the garden side, and these, single windows 

* Propnigeon, a passage oommvnicating with the month of the 
famaoe. 

* ^pihaeritteriutn. See note f on preceding page. 
I D€e book L letter iii. note. 

§ * These endoeed portiooes differed no otherwise from our present 
gaUeries than that they had piUars in them : the use of this room was 
for walking.* Oastel'i YUlaa. 
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and alternate with the opposite rows. In oalm, olear, 
weather these are all thrown open ; but if it blows, thfMBO 
'6n the weather side are closed, whilst those away from the 
wind can remain open without any inconvenience. Before 
this enclosed portico lies a terrace fragmnt with the scent 
of violets, and warmed by the reflection of the sun from 
the portico, which, while it retains the rays, keeps away 
the north-east wind ; and it is as warm on this side as it 
is cool on the side opposite : in the same way it is a pro- 
tection against the wind from the south-west ; and thus, 
in short, by means of its several sides, breaks the force of 
the winds, from whatever quarter they may blow. These 
are some of its winter advantages, they are still more 
appreciable in the summer time ; for at that season it 
tnrows a shade upon the teiTace during the whola of the 
forenoon, and upon the adjoining portion of the ge$tatio 
and garden in the afternoon, casting a greater or less 
shade on this side or on that as the day increases or de- 
creases. But the portico itself is coolest just at the time 
when the sun is at iti? hottest, that is, when the rays fall 
directly upon the roof. Also, by opening the windows 
you let in the westein breezes in a free current, whicli 
prevents thn place getting oppressive with close and stag- 
nant air. At the upper end of the terrace and portico 
stands a detached garden building, which I call my fa- 
vourite ; my favourite indeed, as 1 put it up myself. It 
"\>ntain6 a very warm winter-room, one side of which looks 
Uown upon the terrace, while the other has a view of the 
sea, and both lie exposed to the sun. The bed-room opens 
on to the covered portico by means of folding-doors, while 
its window looks out upon the sea. On ^at side next 
the sea, and facing the middle wall, is formed a very 
elegant little recess, which, by means of transparent* 
windows and a curtain drawn to or aside, can be made 
part of the adjoining room, or separated from it. It oon- 



* * Windows made of a transparent stone called lapi% speeularii 
(mica), which was first found in Hispania Oiterior, and afterwards in 
Cyprus, Gappadooia, Sicily, and Africa ; but the best came from Snain 
ana Guppadocia. It was easily split into the thinnest sheets. Windows 
made of this stone were oalled tpeoularia.* Smith's Dicttonaiy of 
Antiquities. 
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tains a coiicli and two chairs : as you lie npon this coneli, 
from where your feet are you get a peep of the sea ; look- 
ing behind you see the neighbouring villas, and from the 
head you have a vie^v of the woods : these three views may 
be seen either separately,* from so many different windows, 
or blended together in one. Adjoining this is a bed-room, 
which neither the setvantti' voices, the murmuring of the 
sea, the glare of lightning, nor daylight itself, can pene- 
trate, unless you open the windows. This profound tran- 
quillity and seclusion are occasioned by a passage sepa- 
rating the wall of this room from that of the garden, and 
thus, by meann of this intervening space, every noise is 
drowned. Annexed to this is a tiny stove-room, which, 
by opening or shutting a little aperture, lets out or retains 
the heat from underneath, according as yon require. Be^'ond 
this lie a bed-room and ante-room, which enjoy tfie sun, 
though obliquely indeed, from the time it rises till the 
afternoon. When I retire to this garden summer-house, I 
fancy myself a hundred miles away from my villa, and take 
especial pleasure in it at the feast of the Satumalia,f when, 
by the licence of that festive reason, every other part of 
my house resounds with my servants' mirth : thus I 
neither int'irrupt their amusement nor they my studies. 
Amongst the pleasures and conveniences of this situation, 
there is one drawback, and that is, the want of running 
water ; but then there are wells abont the place, or rather 
springs, for they lie close to. the surface. And, altogether, 
the quality of this coast is remarkable ; for dig where yon 
in^yf you meet, upon the first turning up of the ground, 
with a spring of water, quite pure, not in the least salt, 
although so near the sea. The neighbouring woods supply 
us with all the fuel we require, the other necessaries Ostia 
furnishes. Indeed, to a moderate man, even the village 

.' ^ 'It must liave been from the middle of the room that he could 
Bee all these prospects separate and distmct, which, upon a nearer 
approach to any particular window, must have appeared intermingled.* 
Oasters Villaa 

t A feast held in honour of the god Saturn, which began on the 
]9Lh.of December, and continued, as some say, for seven dAjs. It 
was a time of general rejoicing, particularly among the slaves, who 
had at this season the privilege of iuking great libertiei with theii 
mnsters. If 

r 2 
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(between which and my houne there is only one villa) 
would supply all ordinaiy reqairements. It has three 
publio baths, which are a great convenience if it happen 
that friends ooiue in unexpectedly, or make too short a 
stay to allow time for preparing my own. The whole 
coast is very pleasantly sprinkled with villas either in 
rows or detached, which, whether looking at them from 
the sea or the shore, present the appearance of so many 
di£ferent cities. The strand is, sometimes, after a long 
calm, perfectly smooth, though, in genei-al, through the 
stoims deriving the waves upon it, it is rough and uneven. 
1 cannot boa-t that our sea is plentiful in choice fish; 
nowever, it supplies us with capital soles and prawns: 
but as to other kinds of provisions, my villa aspires to 
excel even inland countries, particularly in milk : for the 
cattle come up there from the meadows in large numbers, 
iu pursuit of water and shade. Tell me, now, have I not 
good reason for living in, staying in, loving, such a retreat, 
which, if you feel no appetite for, you must be morbidly 
attached to town ? And I only wi^ih you would feel in- 
clined to come down to it, that to so many charms with 
which my liitle villa abounds, it might have the very 
considerable addition of your company to recommend it. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XVIII. To MAURioa& 

What pleasanter commission could you have entrusted 
me with than that of finding a tutor for your brother's 
children ? Your kindness sends me back to school again : 
I resume, as it were, that most pleasing part of my life. I 
sit among the lads, as I used to, and have the additional 
pleasure of observing the respect ihoj pay me from the 
reputation I have acquired by the same studies. Accord- 
ingly, I lately came in upon them while they were warmly 
declaiming before a gooa-sized audience of the same rank 
with myself ; the moment I appeared they were silent I 
mention this for their honour rather than mv own, and to 
let you see the just hopes you mav conceive of placing 
your nephews to their advantage at this school. I purpose 
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hearing all the several professors; and then writing yon 
such an aocount of them as will enable yon (so far as a 
letter can) to jndge of their respective abilities. The 
conscientious and careful execution, of so important ti 
commission especially, is due to our friendship and to 
your brother's memory. Nothing, certainly, is more to 
your concern than that his children (I would have said 
yoursj but that I know you look upon them as it is with 
even more tenderness than your own) may be found worthy 
of such a fitther and such an uncle : and I should have 
claimed a share in that care, even though you had not 
required it of me. I am conscious that, in thus selecting 
a tutor, I shall draw upon me the displeasure of all the 
rest of that profession : but where the interest of your 
brother's children is concerned, I esteem it my duty to 
incur displeasure, or even enmities, with as much uncon- 
cern as parents do for their own children. FarewelL 



LETTEB XIX. To Oerbalis. 

You advise me to read my late speech before an assem- 
blage of my friends. I shall do so, as you advise it, though 
I have strone scruples. Oompositions of this sort lose, I 
well know, all tiieur force and fire, and even their very 
name almost, by a mere recital. It is the solemnity of 
the tribunal, the concourse of advocates, the suspense of 
the event, the fame of the several pleaders concerned, the 
different parties formed amongst the audience ; add to this 
the gestures, the pacing, aye the actual running, to and fro, 
of the speaker, the body working ♦ in harmony with every 
inward emotion, that couKpire to give a spirit and a grace 
to what he delivers. This is the reason that those who 
plead sitting, though they retain most of the advantages 
possessed .by those who stand up to plead, weaken the 
whole furce of their oratory. The eyes and hands of the 

* Oioero and Qnintilian have laid down ndes how fiir, and in what 
anstanoes, this liberty was allowable, and both agree it ought to be used 
wi^ great sagacity and judgment. The lattdr of these excellent eritios 
mentions a witticism of Fiayius Yirginius, who asked one of these 
orators, * Quot nUUia patBUum declamastei f ' How many wUm he had 
declaimed. If. 
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reader, thoee important instruments of graceful eloontion» 
being engaged, it is no wonder that the attention of the 
audience droops, without anything extrinsic to keep it up, 
no allurements of gesture to attract, no smart, stinging 
impromptus to enliven. Tu these genei*al oonsiderations 
I must add this particular dibadvantagi^ which attends the 
speech in question, that it is of the argumentative kind ; 
and it is natural for an author to infer that what he wrote 
with labour will not be read with pleasure. For who is 
there so unprejudiced as not to prefer the attractive! and 
Bonpvous to the sombre and unomamented in style? It is 
very unreasonable that there should be any cQstinotion; 
however, it is certain the judges genemlly expect one style 
of pleading, and the audience another; whHveas an auditor 
oueht to be affected only by thof^e paits which would espe- 
cially strike him, were he in the place of the judge. Never- 
theless it is possible the objections which lie againe^t this 
piece may be surmounted in consideration of the novelty it 
has to recommend it : the novelty I mean with respect to 
us ; for the Greek orators have a method of reasoning upon 
a different occasion, not altogether unlike that which I 
have employed. They, when they would throw out a law, 
as contrary to some former one unrepealed, argne by com- 
paring those together ; so I, on the contrary, endeavour to 
prove that the crime,* which I was insisting upon as falling 
within the intent and meaning of the law relating to 
public extortions, was agreeable, not only to that law, but 
likewise to other laws of the same nature, Those who are 
ignorant of the jurisprudence of their country can have 
no taste for reasonings of this kind, but thone who are not 
ought to be proper tionably the more favourable in the 
judgments they pass upon them. I dhall endeavour, there- 
fore, if you persist in my reciting it, to collect as learned 
an audience as I can. But before you determine this 
point, do weigh impartially the different considerations I 
have laid before you, and then decide as reason shall direct ; 
for it is reason that must justify you ; obedience to your 
commands will be a sufficient apology for me. Farewell. 

* Some are of opinion that the speech alluded to in ^is letter i# th« 
■ame that Plinv delivered in the aenate againat M. Piiaous. 6ot 
lelter xi. of this book. M, 
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LETTEB XX. To OALvwm. 

Give me a penny, and I will tell you a story * wortb 

gold/ * or, rather, you shall hear two or three ; for one 
rinffs to my mind another. It makes no difference with 
whidi I hegin. Verania, the widow of Fiso, the Piso, I 
mean, whom Qalha adopted, lay extremely ill, and Begulus 
paid her a visit. By the way, mark the assurance of the 
man, visiting a lady who detested him herself, and to whose 
hushand he was a declared enemy 1 iBven harely to enter 
her house would have heen had enough, hut he aotuidly 
went and seated himself hy her hed-side and hegan 
enquiring on what day and hour she was bom. Beiii^ 
informed of these important particulars, he composes his 
countenance, fixes his eyes, mutters something to himself, 
counts upon his fingers, and all this merely to keep the poor 
sick lady in suspense. When he had finished, ' You are,' 
he says, ' in one of your climacterics ; however, you will 
get over it. But for your greater satisfaction, I will con- 
sult with a certain diviner, whose skill I have frequentlv 
experienced.* Accordingly off he goes, performs a sacn- 
iice, and returns with the strongest assurances that the 
omens confirmed what he had promised, on the part of the 
stars. Upon this the good woman, whose danger made 
her credulous, calls for her will and gives Begulus a 
legacy. She grew worse shortly after this ; and in her 
last moments exclaimed against this wicked, treacherous, 
and worse than perjured wretch, who had sworn falsely to 
her hy his own son's life.f But imprecations of this sort 

* Alluding to the phrase of certain e^arfafofw, who gained their 
li?elihood by gathering a oirole roand them in the pubuc places of 
Rome, and amusing the gaping mnltitode by popolar traditionary tales, 
or wonderful stories of tneur own inyention. JL 

t It was customary among the ancients to swear by what they held 
most dear. To this custom Martial alludes : 

' Eooi negasjwraaque mihi per iemph tomtnHt ; 
JfoH credo : jura, terpe, per Anohialum,* 

TRiLNBLATION. 

* Swear, though thou dost by Jore, thou wilt dses2rs | 
Swear by Anchialiu, I'll then beliere.* 

Tkbt ifl^ swear by your boy Annhtalufc It 
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are as oommon with Begulus as thej are impiouB ; and he 
oontinually devotea that unhappy youth to the curses of 
those gods whose vengeanoe his own frauds every day 
provoke. 

Yelleius Blaesus, a man of consular rank, and remark- 
able for his immense wealth, in his last illness was anxious 
to make some alterations in his will. Begulus, who had 
lately endeavoured to insinuate himself into his good 
graces, hoped to get something from the new will, and 
accordingly addresses himself to his physicians, and 
conjures them to exert all their skill to prolong the poor 
man's life. But after the will was signed, he changes his 
character, reversing his tone: *How long,' says he to 
these very same physicians, * do you intend keeping this 
man in misery ? Since you cannot preserve his life, why 
do you erudge him the happy release of death?' Blaesus 
dies, and, as if he had oyerheard every word that Begulus 
had said, has not left him one fiGU-thing. — And now have 
you had enough? or are you for the third, according 
to rhetorical canon? If so, Begulus will supply you. 
You must know, then, that Aurelia, a lady of remarkable 
accomplishments, purposing to execute her will,* had put 
on her smartest dress for the occasion. Begulus, who was 
present as a witness, turned to the lady, and, * Pray,' says 
ne, Meave me these fine clothes.' Aurelia thought the 
man was joking: but he insisted upon it peifectly 
seriously, and, to be brief, obliged her to open her will, 
and insert the dress she had on as a legacy to him, watch- 
ing her as she wrote, and then looking over it to see that 
it was all down correctly. Aurelia, however, is still aliye : 
though Begulus, no doubt^ when he solicited this bequest, 
expected to enjoy it pretty soon. The fellow gets estates, 
he gets legacies, conferred upon him, as if he really 
deserved them t But why should I go on dwelling upon 
this in a city where wickedness and knavery haye, 
for this time past, received, the same, do I say, nay, even 
greater encouragement, than modesty and virtue ? Begulus 
IS a glaring instance of this truth, who, from a state of 

* This was an act of great oeremoay ; and if Aurelia's dress was of 
fths kind whioh some of the Roman ladies used, the legaer must have 
been oonsideiabie which Begulus bad the impudence to ask. M, 
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poverty, has by a train of -villainies acquired snoli immense 
riohes that he once told me, upon consulting the omens to 
know how soon ho should be worth sixty millions of ses- 
terces,* he found them so favourable as to portend he 
should possess double that sum. And possibly he may, if 
he continues to dictate wills for other people m this way : 
a sort of fraud, in my opinion, the most infamous of any. 
Farewell. 

* AboQl £468,70a 
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BOOK III. 



LETTER I. To Calvmius. 

I NKVSR, I think, spent )any time more agreeably than my 
time lately with Spurinna. So agreeably, indeed, that if 
ever I should arrive at old age, there is no man whom I 
would sooner choose for my model, for nothing oan be 
more perfect in arrangement than his mode of life. I look 
upon order in human actions, especially at that advanced 
age, with the same sort of pleasure as I behold the settled 
course of the heavenly bodies. In young men, indeed, a 
little confusion and disarrangement is all well enough : but 
in age, when business is unseasonable, and ambition in- 
decent, all should be composed and uniform. This rule 
Spurinna observes with the most religious consistency. 
Even in those matters which one might call insignificant, 
were they not of every-day occurrence, he observes a 
certain periodical season and method. The early morning 
he passes on his couch ; at eight he calls for his slippers, 
and walks three miles, exercising mind and body together. 
On his return, if he has any Mends in the house with him, 
he gets upon some entertaining and interesting topic of 
conversation; if by himself, some book is read to him, 
sometimes when visitors are there even, if agreeable to the 
company. Then he has a rest, and after that either takes 
up a book or resumes his conversation in preference to 
reading. By-and-by he goes out for a drive in his carriage, 
either with his wife, a most admirable woman, or with 
some friend : a happiness which lately was mine. — ^How 
agreeable, how delightful it is getting a quiet time alone 
with him in this wayl You could imagine you were 
listening to some wortny of ancient times I What deeds, 
what men you hear about, and with what noble pi'eoepts 
you are imbued I Yet all delivered with so modest an air 
that there is not the least appearance of dictating. When 
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ho has gone about seven miles, he gets out of his chariot 
and walks a mile more, after which ^e returns home, and 
either takes a rest or goes back to his conch and writing. 
For he composes most elegant lyrics both in Qreek and 
Latin. So wonderfully soft, sweet, and^ gay, they are, 
while tlie author's own unsullied life lends in^m additional 
charm. When tlie baths are reacly^ which in winter is 
about three o*c]ock, and in. summer abotit two, he uh- 
d lessee himself and. if there happcA io be no wind, walks 
fir some time in the sun.* After this he has a ^ood. brisk 
game of tennis: for bv this sort of exercise, too, he oonij 
bats the effects of old age. When he has bathed, he 
throws himself upon his couch, but waits a little before h^ 
begins eating^t and in the meanwhile has some lieht and 
entertaining author read to him. In this, as in all me rest, 
his friends are at full liberty to share ; or to employ th'em^ 
selves in any other way, just as they prefer. Ton sit down 
to an elegant dinner, without extravagant display, which 
is tsei-ved up in antique plate of pure silver. He has 
another complete service- in Corinthian metal4 which, 
though he admires as a curiosity, is far from being his 
passion. During dinner he is frequently entertained with 
the recital of -some dramatic piece, by way of seasoning 
hid very pleasures with study ; and although he continues 
at the table, even in summer, till the night is somewhat 
advanced, yet he prolongs the entertainment with so; much 
affability and politeness that none of his guests ever finds 

* See book yL letter xvi. note. 

t This meal was the principal one among the BomanB, at which all 
their feasts and invitations were made ; they nsuaUv began it at their 
nintli hour, answering pretty nearly to oar three o'clock in the after- 
noon. But as Spunnna^ we find, did not enter upon the exercises 
which always preceded this meal till the eighth or ninth hoar, if we 
allow aboat three hours for that purpose, he could not sit down to table 
till toward six or seven o'clock. M. 

X This metaL whatever it was composed of (a point by no meani 
dearX was so highly esteemed among the ancients that they preferred 
it even to gold : 

. . » . < Aeraquo ab ItthmiacU auro pUiora /(tnUit* 

Stat SylT. H 



TRAHSLATIOK. 

» • • * Corinthian brass more predous (ax than gold.' 



M. 
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it tedious. By this method of living he has preserved all 
his senses entire, and his body vigorous and active to his 
seventy-eighth year, without showing any sign of old age 
except viriiidom. This is the sort of life I ardently aspire 
after; as I purpose enjoying it when I shall arrive at 
those years which will justify a retreat from active life. 
Meanwhile 1 am embarrassed with a thour«and affairs, in 
which Spurinna is at once my support and my example : 
for he too, so lone as it became him, discharged his profes- 
sional duties, held magistracies, governed provinces, and 
by toiling hard earned the repose he now enjoys. I pro- 
pose to myself the same career and the same limits : and 
I here give it to you under my hand that I do so. If an 
ill-timed ambition should carry me beyond those bounds, 
produce this very letter of mine in court against me ; and 
condemn me to repose, whenever I can enjoy it without 
being reproached with indolence. Farewell. 



LETTEB 11. To Maximus. 

I think I may claim a right to ask the same services of 
you for my friends as I would offer to yours had I the 
same opportunities. Arrianus Maturius occupies the 
highest social position among the Altinates. When I say 
this, I am not speaking with respect to his means (which 
are very, considerable), but in allusion to his purity, in- 
tegrity, dignity, and wisdom. His counsel guides me iti 
my affairs, and his judgment directs me in my studies ; for 
truth, honour, and knowledge, are the distinguishing traits 
in his character. He loves me (and I cannot express my- 
self more strongly) as well as you love me. He is without 
ambition and therefore contented with remaining in the 
equestrian order, when he might easily have advanced 
himself into a higher rank. However it is my duty to 
endeavour that his merit be rewarded as it deserves, and I 
desire very much, without his either knowing or expecting 
such a thing, and probably too not wishing it, to contri- 
bute something to nis honours. I want to obtain for him 
some dignified but not troublesome post, and I beg, when 
anything of that kind offers, you would think of him ; it 
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will be an obligation which both he and I i=hall ever 
remember with the greatest gratitude. For althou|;h he 
does not seek anything of this kind, yet he will reoeive it 
as gratefully as if he had desired it. FarewelL 



LBTTEB IIL To Hispolla. 

It is not easy to detennine whether my love or esteem 
were greater, for that wit»e and excellent man your father, 
while from the respect I bear to his memory and your 
virtues, you are exceedingly dtar to me. Can 1 fail then 
to wish (as 1 shall, by every means in my power, en- 
deavour) that your son may resemble his grandfather? 
Myself, I should prefer his being like his grandfather on 
the mother's side, though the one on the father's as well 
was a man of mark and worth, his father and his uncle too 
will furnish him with illustrious examples. Now the 
surest way of training him up in the steps of such men is 
to give him a good, sound, libural education, and it is of 
the utmost importance from whom he receives thia 
Hitherto, owing to his early years, he has been brought 
up under your eye, and in your house, where he is exposed 
to few, I should rather say to no, wrong iuipressions. But 
he is now of an age to be sent from home, and it is time 
to place him with some professor of rhetoric ; of whose 
di^cipline and method, modesty, but, above all, purity and 
uprightnefe-s, you may be well satisfied. Amonst the many 
advantages for which our young man is indebted to nature 
and fortune, he has thdt of a most beautiful person : it is 
necessary therefore, in this loose and slippery age, to find 
out OIJ0 who will not only be his tutor, but guardian and 
governor as well. I will venture to recommend Julius 
Genitor to you under that character. I am fond of him, it 
is true : but my afiection by no means prejudices my judg- 
ment ; on the contrary, it is, actually, tne effect of it. H is 
behaviour is grave, and his morals are iiTcproachable ; 
perhaps somewhat too severe and rigid for tne libertine 
manners of these timen. His professional qualifications 
you may learn from many others, for the gift of eloquence, 
as it is open to all the world, is soon pei-oeived : but the 
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qualitios of the heart lie in deeper reoesses, more out of 
the reach of oommon obeervation ; and it is on that side I 
undertake to answer for my friend. Your son will hear 
nothing from this worthy man but what will be to his 
advantage to know, nor will he learn anything of whioh it 
would be better he were ignorant. He will remind him as 
often, and with as much zeal as you or I should, of the 
virtues of his ancestors, and what a glorious weight of 
illustrious characters he has to support. You will not 
hesitate then to place him with a tutor whose- first care 
will be to form his morals and after that to instruct him 
in eloquence } an attainment ill acquired if to the neglect 
of his moral culture. Farewell. 



LETTEE IV. To Macrinus. 

Although my friends here, as well as the town in 
general, seem to approve of my conduct in the affair I am 
going to mention, yet it is very material to me what you 
think ; and as I wished for your advice before engaging 
in it, so I want exceedingly to know your opiui«n now it 
is finibhed. Having obtained leave of ab>euce from my 
ofSce as treasurer, I went at once into Tuscany to look 
after some works whioh I am carrying on there for the 
benefit of that province, at my own expense. In the 
interval, deputies on the part of the Baetici arrived, with 
complaints against the government of Caecilius Classious, 
and applied to the senate for me to act as their couuKel. 
My oolleagues in the treasury, my best and most afiection- 
ate friends, represented, on my behalf, the necessary 
engagements of our common department, and endeavoured 
to excuse and get uie off the business. Upon th's the 
senate parsed a decree reflecting great honour upon me: 
to the effect that I should be counsel for the province, 
provided the deputies could obtain my consent. On my 
return they were again introduced in'o the senate, and 
there renewed their petition in my presence, imploring 
my generous assiNtance, which they had experienced 
against Ma^sa Baebius, and alleging their right of patron- 
age. This received that very evident approval of the 
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senate which is the usual foremDner of their decrees. 
'Whei'eupon 1 rose and addressed myself io the house as 
follows, 'Conscript Fathers, 1 no longer think that I 
offered any just reasons for exouhing myself:' and ihey 
were pleased with tho ihodebty and manner of my answer. 
It was not only tl)c sense of the general feeling of the 
house which urged me to this resolution, thfiugh this 
principally, but many other, though less important, con- 
siderations. I reflected that our anceHtors thought them- 
selves obliged to engage voluntarily in defencb of those 
particular persons with whom they were united by the 
laws of hospitality, and that therefore it would be highly- 
ungenerous in me to abandon a oollective body to which 
I stov^d in the same relation. Besides, I recollected the 
danger even I had encountered, in the last cause I undertook 
for these very Hame Baetici, and felt that I ought not to 
lose what I had earned by my former set- vices. For so it 
is, that you cancel all your earlier kindnesses by not add- 
ing fresh ones to them, and though y6u ol>lige people ever 
so often^ yet once denv them anything, they only reniombcr 
that single denial. I considered likewise that, Classicus 
being dead, the most serious objection usually, that of 
expofc^ing a senlttotj was removed ; and that in undertakit>g 
this defenqe, I )»hould earn the same thanks as if hie were 
alive, without incurring anybodys' ill-will. In ft word, I 
thought if I obliged them, noW ror this third time, I could 
excuse myself the more easily on some future occasion, 
should they happen to accui<e any person against whom I 
ouffht not to appear. For all our ofBces have their limits ; 
and the best way of reserving to ourselves the liberty of 
refusing where we would is to comply where we can. 
Thus you have heard the motions which influenced me in 
this affair : it now remains that you sive me your opinion, 
one way or the other, in doing which the honest freedom 
of your dissent will please me just as well as the sanction 
of your appi oval. Farewell. 

LfiTTER V. To Bi.EBius Mackr. 

It gives me great pleasure to find you suoh a reader oi 
my uncle's works as to wish to have a complete ooUectioii 
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o{ thorn, And to ask me for the names of them all. I will 
act as index then, and you shall know the very order in 
whioh they were wiitten, for the studious reader likes to 
know this. The first work of his was a treatise in one 
volume, 'Ou the Use of the Dart by Cavalry ;' this he wrote 
when in comma i d of one of the cavalry corps of our allied 
troops, and is drawn up with great care and ingenuity. 
* The Life of Pomponius Beoundun/ * in two volumes. Pom- 
ponius had a great affection for him, and he thonght he 
owed this tribute to his memory. * The History of the 
Wars in Germany/ in twenty books, in which he g;ave an 
account of all the buttles we were engaged in against that 
nation. A dnam he had while sei-ving in the army in 
Gel many ^rst KUggOMted the design of uiis work to nim. 
He imagined that Drusui^ Nero f (who extended his con- 
quests very far into that country, and there List his life) 
appeared to liim in his sleep, and entreated him to rescue 
hiH menioiy from oblivion. Next comes a work entitled 
' The Student,' in three parts, whioh from their length 
spread into six volumes: a work in whioh is discussed the 
earliest training tind subsequent education of the orator. 
' Questions of Grammar and Style,' in eight books, written 
in the latter p^rt of Nero's reign, when the tyranny of the 
times made it dangerous to engage in literary pursuits 
requiring freedom and elevation of tone. He has com- 
pleted the history which Aufidius Bassus 1 left unfinished, 
and has added to it thirty book^. And lastly he Jias left 
thi^-ty-seven books on Naiwral History^ a work of gi-eat 
compass and learning, and as full of variety as nature her- 
self. You will wonder how a man as busy as he was 
could find time to compose so many books, and some of 
them too involving such care and labour. But you will 

* A poet to whom Quintilian assies the highest rank, as a writer 
3f tragedies, among his oontemporaries (book x. a L 98). Tacitus also 
speaks of him in turms of high appreciation (Annals, y. 8). 

t Stepson of Augustus and brother to Tiberius. An amiable and 
popular prince. He died at the close of his tliird campaign, from a 
trat'ture received by fulling fVom his horse. 

X A historian under Augustus and Tiberius. He wrote part of a 
history of Borne, which was continued by the elder Pliny ; also an 
account of the German war, to which Quintilian make^ allusion 
(Inst. X. 108), pronouncing him, as a historian, * estimable in all pd' 
spects, yet in some things failing to do himself justioe.' 
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be still more surprised when yon hear that he pleaded at ' ''' ^^ 
the bar for some time, that he died in his sixty-sixth year^ yn^y»: 
that the intervening time was employed partly in the eze* - r (^ 
ontion of the highest official duties, partly in attendance ^ J. 
upon those emperors who honoured him with their friend- . v; 
ship. But he had a quiokxapprehension, marvellous power ^' 
of application, and was of an exceedingly wakeful tempera- 
ment He always began to study at midnight at the time 
of the feast of Yulcan, not for the sake of good luck, but 
for learning's sake; in winter generally at one in the 
morning, but never later than two, and often at twelve.* 
He was a most ready sleeper, insomuch that he would some- 
times, whilbt in the midst of his studies, fall off and then 
wake up again. Before day-break he used to wait upon 
Vespasian (who also used his nights for transacting busi- 
ness in),t and then proceed to execute the orders he had 
received. As soon as he returned home, he gave what time 
was left to study. After a short and light refreshment at 
noon (agreeably to the good old custom of our ancestors) 
he would frequently in the summer, if he was disengaged 
from business, lie down and bask in the sun ; during 
which time some author was read to him, while he took 
notes and made extracts, for every book he read he made 
extracts out of, indeed it was a maxim of his, that ' no 
book was so bad but some good might be got out of it.* 
When this was over, he generally took a cold bath, then 

* The distribution of time among the Romans was very different 
firom onra. They divided the night into four equal parts, which they 
called tiMr<eAe8, each three hours in length ; and part of ttiese they 
devoted either to the pleasures of the taUe or to study. The natural 
day they divided into twelve hours, the first beginning with sun-rise, 
and the last ending with sun-set ; bv which means theC hours were of 
unequal length, varying according to the different seasons of the year. 
The time for business began with sun-rise, and continued to the fifth 
hour, being that of dinner, which with them was only a slight remsi 
From thence to the seventh hour was a time of repose ; a custom wnich 
still prevails in Italy. The eighth hour was employed in bodily 
exercises ; alter whidi they constontly bathed, and uom thence went 
to supper. JIf. 

t Suetonius, in his life of the emperor Vespasian, informs us that 
' after he became emperor, he always got up very early, and before 
daybreak. As soon as he had read over his letters and all the official 
bielii, he allowed in his friends.* (YetpasiaE; e. zzi.) 
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8omo sliglit refreshmoDt and a little nap. After ibis, as if 
it had been a new day, he studied till supper-time, when a 
book was again read to him, which he would take down 
running notes npon. I remember once his reader haying 
mis-pronounced a word, one of my uncle's friends at th^ 
table made him go back to where the word was and repeat 
it again ; upon which my uncle said to his friend, * Surely 
you understood it ? ' Upon his acknowledging that he 
did, * Why then,' said he, * did you make him go back 
again ? We have lost more than ten lines by this inter- 
i-uption.' Such an economist he was of time I In the 
summer he used to rise from supper at daylight, and in 
winter as soon as it was dark: a rule he observed as 
stiiotly as if it had been a law of the state. Such was his 
manner of life amid the bustle and turmoil of the town : 
but in the counti'v his whole time was devoted to study, 
excepting only wnen he bathed. In this exception I 
include no more than the time during which ne was 
actually in the bath ; for all the while he was being rubbed 
and wiped, he was employed either in hearing some book 
read to him or in dictating himself. In going about any- 
where, as thtiugh he were dibengaged fi*om ail other busi- 
ness, he applied his mind wholly to that single pursuit. 
A short-hand * wiiter constantly attended him, with book 
and tablets, who, in the winter, wore a particular sort uf 
warm gloves, that the sharpness of the weather might not 
occasion any inteiTuption to my uncle's studies : and for 
the same reason, when in Kome, he was always carried in 
a chair. I recollect his once taking me to task fur walking. 
* You need not,' he said, * lose these hours.' For he thought 
every hour gone that was not given to study. Through 
this extraordinary application he found time to compose 
the several treatises I have mentioned, besides one hundred 

* The Bomans carried the art of short-hand to its highest perfeetion^ 
at appears from the following epigram : 

Oturant verba lioet, manus est vdochu Hits ; 
Nondum lingua mium, dextia peregit opus,' 

Mart. ziy. 20S. 

TBANSULTION. 

)wifi though the words, (the pen still swifter spei) 
rhe hand has finish'd, ere the tongue has said.' 

ML 
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and sixty volumes of extraots whioh he left me in his will, 
oonsisting of a kind of oommonplace, written on both 
aides, in very small hand, so that one might fairly reckon 
the number considerably more. He used himself to tell 
us that when he was comptroller of the revenue in Spain, 
he could have sold these manuscripts to Largius Licinus 
for four hundred thousand sesterces,* and then there were 
not so many of them. When you consider the books he 
has read, and the volumes he has written, are yon not 
inclined to suspect that he never was engaged in public 
duties or was ever in the confidence of his pnnce ? On the 
other hand, when you are told how indefatigable he was in 
his studies, are you not inclined to wonder that he read 
and wrote no more than he did ? For, on one side, what 
obstacles would not the business of a court throw in his 
way ? and on the other, what is it that such intense appli- 
cation might not effect ? It amuses me then when I near 
myself called a studious man, who in comparison with him 
am the merest idler. But why do I mention myself, who 
am diverted fn>m these pursuits by numborlcfis affairs both 
public and private ? Who amongst those whose whole 
lives are devoted to literary pursuits would not blush and 
feel himself the most confirmed of sluggards by the side of 
him ? 1 see I have run out my letter farther than I had 
originally intended, which was only to let yon know, as 
yon asked me, what works he had left behind him. But I 
trust this will be no less acceptable to you than the books 
themselves, as it may, posHibly, not only excite your 
curiosity to read his works, but also your emulation to copy 
his example, by some attempts of a similar nature. Farewell. 



LETTER .VI. To Annius Severus. 

I have lately purchased with a legacy that was left me 
a small statue of Corinthian brass. It is small indeed, but 
eleeant and life-like, as far as I can form any judgment, 
which most certainly in matters of this sort, as perhaps in 
all others, is extremely defective. However, I do see the 
beauties of this figure : for, as it is naked the faults, if 

* About £8100. 

o 2 



84 THB LETTEBS OF FLINT. [Book 8 

there be any, as well as the perfections, are the more ob- 
servable. It represents an old man, in an ereot attitude. 
The bones, musoles, veins, and the very wrinkles, give the 
impression of breathing life. The hair is thin and fidling, 
the forehead broad, the faoe shrivelled, the throat lank, the 
arms loose and hanging, the bre a»t4dir""k^ri-^^ the belly 
fallen in, as the whole turn and air of the figure behind 
too is equally expressive of old age. It appears to be true 
antique, judging from the colour of the brass. In short, it 
lA such a masterpiece as would strike the eye of a connois- 
beur, and which cannot fail to oharm an ordinary observer : 
and this induced me, who am an absolute novice in this 
art, to buy it. But 1 did so, not with any intention of 
placing it in my own house (for I have nothmg of the kind 
there), but with a design of fixing it in some oonspicuous 
place in my native province ; I should like it best in the 
temple of Jupiter, for it is a gift well worthy of a temple, 
well worthy of a god. 1 desire therefore you would, with 
that care with which you always perform mj requests, 
undertake this commission and give immediate orders for a 
pedestal to be made for it, out of what marble you please, 
but let my name be engraved upon it, and, if you think 
proper to add these as well, my titles. I will send the 
statue by the first person I can find who will not mind 
the trouble of it ; or possibly (which I am sure you will 
like better) I may myself bring it along with me : for I 
intend, if business can spare me that is to say, to make an 
excursion over to you. I see joy in your looks when I 
promise to come ; but you will soon (mange your oounte« 
nance when I add, only for a few days : for the same busi- 
ness that at present keeps me here will prevent my making 
a longer stay. Farewell. 



LETTER Vn. To Caninius Bufub. 

I have just been informed that Silius Italiuus* has 
starved himself to death, at his villa near Naples. 111- 

* Bom about a.d. 25. He acquired some distinotioii as an advocate. 
The oidy poem of his which has come down to us is a heavy, jpiosaie 
performance in seventeen books, entitled ' Tunica,' and containing aa 
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health was the oanse. Being troubled with an inonrahle 
oanoerons humour, he g^w weary of life and therefore put 
an end to it with a determination not io be moved. He 
had been extremely fortunate all through his life with the 
exception of the death of the younger of his two sons ; 
however, he has left behind him the dder and tiie wortiiiei 
man of the two in a position of distinotion, having even 
attained consular rank. His reputation had suflfered a 
little in Nero's time, as he was suspected of having offici- 
ously joined in some of the informations in that reign ; 
but he UHcd his interest with Yitellius, with great discre- 
tion and humanity. He acquired considerable honour by 
his administration of the government of Asia, and, by his 
good conduct after his retirement from business, cleared 
his character from that stain which his former public exer- 
tions had thrown upon it. He lived as a private noble- 
man, without power, and consequentl}' without envy. 
Though he was frequently confined to hiis bed, and always 
to hiH room, vet he was highly respected, and much visited ; 
not with an interested view, but on his own account He 
employed his time between conversing with literary men 
and composing verses ; which he sometimes read out, by 
way of testing the public opinion : but they evidence more 
industry than genius. In the decline of his years he 
entirely quitted Kome, and lived altogether in Oampania, 
from whence even the accession of the new emperor* 
oould not draw him. A circumstance which 1 mention as 
much to the honour of Caesar, who was not displeased with 
that liberty, as of Italicus, who was not afraid to make use 
of it. He was reproached with indulging his taste for the 
fine arts at an immoderate expense. He nad several villas 
in the same province, and the last purchase was always 
the especial favourite, to the neglect of all the rest. These 
residences overflowed with books, statues, and pictures, 
which ho more than enjoyed, he even adored ; particularly 
that of Virgil, of whom he was so passionate an admirer 
that he celebrated the anniversary of that poet's birthday 

account of the events of the Second Punio War, from the oaptoie of 
Baeimtom to the triumph of Scipio Africanua. Bee Smith's Diet of Gr. 
and Rom. BioQ^. 
* Tnjaa. 
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with more Bolemnity than his own, at Naples espeoially 
where he used to approach his tomb * as if it had been a 
temple. In this tranquillity be passed his seventy-fifth 
year, with a delicate rather than an infirm constitution. 
As be was the last person upon whom Nero conferred the 
consular office, so he was the last survivor of all those who 
had been raised by him to that dignity. It is also remark- 
able that, as he was the last to die of Nero's consuls, so 
Nero died when he was consul. BecoUecting this, a feel« 
ing of pity for the transitory condition of mankind comes 
over me. Is there anything in nature so short and limited 
as human life, even at its longest ? Does it not seem ta 
you but yesterday that Nero was alive ? And yet not one 
of all those who were consuls in his reign now remains I 
Though why should I wonder at this ? Lucius Piso (the 
father of that Piso who was so infamously assassinatt* d by 
Valerius Festus in. Africa) used to say, he did not see one 
person in the senate f. whose opinion he had consulted 
when he was consul : in so short a space is the veiy term 
of life of such a multitude of beings comprised ! so that 
to me those royal tears seem not only worthy of pardon 
but of praise. For it is said that Xerxes, on surveying 
his immense army, wept at the reflection that so many 
thousand lives would in such a short spHce of time be 
extinct. The more ardent therefore should be our zeal to 
lengthen out this frail and transient portion of existence, 
if not by our deeds (for the opportunities of this are not in 
our power) yet certainly by our literary accomplishments ; 
and since long life is denied us, let us transmit to posterity 
some memorial that we have at least lived. I well 
know you need no incitements, but the warmth of my 
a£fection for you inclined me to urge you on in the course 
you are already pursuing, just as you have so often urged 
me. * Happy rivalry ' j: when two friends strive in this 
way which of them shall animate the other most in theii 
mutual pursuit of immortal fauio. Farewell. 

* TrayellerB are BtUl shown a monumeut near NapleB, which k 
called Virgil's tomb. M. 
t The number of senators, as regulated by Augustus, was 600. M 
i A quotation from Hesiod, Works and Days, y. 2^ 
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LETTER VIIL To SaEXONius Trahquillos. 

The obliging way in whioh yon reqnest me to confer the 
military tribunate * upon your relation, which I had ob- 
tained of the most illuBtiioas f Neratine Maroellus for 
yourself, is consistent with that respect with which you 
always treat me. As it would have given me great plea- 
sure to have seen you in that post, so it will not be less 
acceptable to me to see another there through your means. 
For it would hardly, I think, be consistent to wish the ad- 
vancement of a ftiend*s honours and 3et envy him the 
noblest of all distinctions, that of a generous and affec- 
tionate relation. To deserve preferment and to bestow it 
IB glorious, and the praise of botii will be yours if you 
resign fo another what is your own due. In this glory I 
too shall share, when the world shall learn from the present 
instance that my friends can not only fill tribuneships but 
confer them as well. I readily therefore comply with your 
generous request; and as your name is not vet entered 
upon the roll, I can without difficulty insert that of Sil- 
vanus in its stead. May he accept this good office tt your 
hands in as grateful a spirit as I am sure you will receive 
it at mine. Farewelh 



LETTEB IX. To Cobnelius Minuoianus. 

I am now at leisure to inform you of the great fatigue I 
underwent in defence of the province of Baetica; a case 
full of issues, and which took up several days for the 
various pleadings. Caecilius Olaissicus, a man of base, 
abandoned character, had carried on his proconsular 
government of the province of Baetica with equal violence 
and oppression, in the same year that Marius Prisons con- 
ducted a similar administration in Africa. Priscus, by 
the way, was a native of Baetica, as Classicus was of 
Africa, whence that not infelicitous saying current among 

* See book iv. letter iv. note. 

t This was a title given to all senators in tha times of the lattoi 
enperora. M» 
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the Baetici (for even pain sometimes has its joke), ^ I have 
got as good as I gave.' They differed in that Marias 
was prosecuted on the part of a single city, and several 
priyate persons ; whereas the charge against OlaKsicus was 
brought in the name of the united province of Baetioa. 
He escaped, however, the consequences of the impeach- 
ment, either by an accidental or voluntary death, for his 
end was dishonourable enough, though the nature of it 
was uncertain ; for, reasonable as it is to suppose that he 
would court death on finding his case hopeless, yet it is 
surprising that a man who was not ashamea to commit the 
basest crimes should yet have evaded the shame of a 
public conviction by putting an end to himself. Never- 
theless the Baetici persisted in the prosecution. There 
has been legal provision made for a case of this sort, though 
the law had &llen into disuse, and was now, after a long 
intermission, restored. The Baetici brought a further 
accusation, viz. against the accomplices and ministers of 
Classicus, and demanded a particular enquiry into the 
conduct of each of these persons, by name. I was counsel 
for the province, along with Lucceius Albinus, a fluent 
and elegant speaker ; and although we always had a pre- 
ference for each other, yet being associated with him in 
this case has considerably heightened my affection. There 
is something in the pursuit of fame, especially of the 
oratorical kind, that is unsociable, but there was no 
rivalry, no contention between ua; we worked together, 
neither of us thinking of himself but of the case in hand, 
which we thought far too weighty and important to be 
dealt with in a single speech, apprehending we should 
have neither time, voice, nor lungs sufficient to make 
good our case if we bound up so many charges and de- 
fendants together in one bundle, so to speak ; besides that 
such a multitude of names and causes would be apt to 
confuse, not to say weary, the attention of the judges. 
Moreover, in that collective way of proceeding, either the 
interest of some might prove a protection to all the rest 
or, the more incon^iderable of the party being sacrificed, 
those of a more conspicuous rank might escape at their 
expense, for partiality and interest never exert themselves 
more successfully than when concealed under the specious 
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show of severity. We remembered ihe instance of Ser- 
toriuB, who directed the strongest and the weakest soldier 
each to pull off the horse's tail — jon know Ihe rest of the 
story.* In the same manner wd thought the only way of 
coping with such a nnmerous body of criminals was by 
attacking them singly. Our first and principal point was 
to prove Classious guilty, which would prepare the way 
to his accomplices ; for until that was done no charge 
could be fixed npon the latter. Amongst these we at 
once singled out Baebius Frobus and Fabius Hispanus, to 
arraign immediately after Classicus: both these persoiia 
being considerable by their interesti and Hispanus in 
particular by his eloquence. As to Classicus, our work 
there was short and easy enough, for there was found 
amongst his papers an acconnt in his own handwriting of 
the several sums he had taken, and npon what particular 
occasions. A bragging, boastinff, letter was also produced 
which he had sent off' to a certain mistress of his at Rome, 
in which were these words, * Hurrah 1 hurrah I I am 
coming back to you a free man. I have now got in four 
millions of sesterces,! having sold up half the people of 
Baetica.' But it cost us a good deal of time and pains to 
make good the articles against Hispanus and Frobus. 
Before entering upon the particular accusations alleged 
against these, 1 thought it necessary to prove that to be 
agents and ministers of a governor in matters manifestly 
unjust was in itself criminal. For they did not attempt 

* The Btory, as related by Valerins MaximuB, is to the following 
effeot : Sertorins, being prosoribed by SuUa, pnt himself at the heaa 
of the LusitanL These people, upon a certain occasion, were for 
attacking, at once, the whole Boman army, greatly superior to them in 
nnmbera. Sertorins endeavoured to dissuaoe them, by all the artrn- 
ments in his power, from so rash an undertaking : but findinff his 
oratory prevailed nothing, he ordered two horses to be brought out 
l>afore him, and calling a young lusty soldier, and worn-out veteran, 
he directed the former to piul off the borse*s tail at once, and the other 
by degrees* The consequence was, the youns man exerted all his 
■trength in vain, while the old fellow performed his task. Thus, says 
that author, these rude, ungovernable people, who were running nead- 
lone to their destruction, were convinced, by this visible representation, 
dT S)6 justness of that advice, which had no influence upon them in 
the way of reasoning. ( Yal. Haz. 1. vii. o. 6.) M, 

t About £81,250. 
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to deny the fact, but sued for pardon on the plea of neoes* 
sity, in that as provinoials they were oompelled at theii 
peril to obey all the proconsular orders. Claudius Besti- 
tutus, who was their oounsel, has often said sinoe that 
he never was more perplexed and disoonoerted than when 
he peroeived I had anticipated and seized this post, in 
which he had placed all his strength and confidenoe; 
though no man is more expert and vigilant in his profes- 
sion, or more prepared against any surprise, however 
sudden. This was the issue then of our procedure. The 
senate decreed that such property as Olassicus possessed 
before he went to his government should be separated 
from the remainder and given to his daughter, while 
the overplus should be divided amon^ the unhappy suf-* 
ferers. The decree added further that his creditors should 
refund whatever sums they had received since his return. 
Hispanus and Probus were sentenced to five years' banish- 
ment: so atrocious did that conduct now appear, about 
which there was a doubt at first as to whether it were 
criminal or not. A few days afterwards we proceeded 
against Claudius Fuscus, son-in-law to Classicus, and 
Stilonius Priscus, who commanded a regiment under him ; 
but the respective events were di£ferent : for Priscus was 
banished to Italy for two years, while Fuscus was acquitted. 
At the third hearing, we thought it expedient to join 
several accomplices m one general charge, lest, by pro- 
tracting this affair any longer, even the judicial justice and 
rigour itself would be quite worn out by sheer weariness 
and satiety. We had indeed designedly reserved the most 
inconsiderable of the persons concerned, to this day, the 
wife of Classicus excepted, against whom, although there 
was strong suspicion, the proofs seemed by no means 
sufficiently clear : as to his daughter, who was likewise 
in the number of the accused, there was not the least 
ground for any charge against her. When therefore in 
the close of the proceedings, I came to her name, I thought 
it would ill become me to bear hard upon one who ap> 
peared to be innocent ; and therefore spoke very fully and 
freely in her vindication ^for as this impeachment was 
now drawing to its conclusion, there was no danger that 
this last circumstance would diminish the weight of thA 



Lnms 9.J THE LETTBBS OF PLIKT. £1 

entire accusation, as it might have done at the ontsot of 
the case). I asked Ibe deputies if they wonld tell me 
whether they had anything to allege against her, which 
they thought they conld prove ; and appealed to Ihe senate, 
whether it was of opinion that I onght to use my eloquence, 
such as it was, like a weapon, against the throat of an 
innocent person, and I concluded thus, 'But I may he 
asked, perhaps, if I take upon myself to act as a judge? 
By no means : I recollect however that I am an advocate 
chosen out from amidst that venerahle hody.' 

Thus ended this prosecution, in which so many parties 
were involved, some of whom were acquitted, hut the 
greater numher condemned, either to perpetual banishment, 
or for a limited time. The senate were pleased in the 
same decree to honour ns with a most ample testimony 
of our diligence, fidelity, and resolute perseverance, in 
the conduct of this important business: a suitable and 
indeed the only adequate compensation for such a degree 
of exertion. You will readily conoeive the fatigue we 
underwent in speaking and debating so long and so often, 
and in examining, assisting, nnd confuting such a number 
of witnesses ; as well as what a difficult and disagreeable 
task we had to deny the private solicitations and with- 
stand the public opposition of the friends of the several 
accused. To mention just one of mv answers upon the 
occasion. When one of the judges themselves could not 
forbear interrupting me on oehalf of a defendant whom 
he particularly favoured ; ' When I have said all I meant 
to say,' I replied, 'lie will still be as innocent as he was 
before.* From this you will conjecture what a scene of 
contention I went through, and what enemies I brought 
upon myself, for a little while at least. For an honet^t 
discharge of one's duty may, for the time, offend those it 
opposes, yet it will at last be justified and admired even by 
them. 

Thus have I laid beforeyou, in the clearest way I am abl^ 
this whole transaction. You will say, * It was not so very 
important as all that : what do I want with such a long 
letter?' Do not keep asking me then what is going on at 
Bomo ; and remember too, that, considering the time this 
trial took up, the great number of persons concerned, and 
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the soYeral proceedings against them, my letter is not at 
all a long one : and I real.y think I have related the whole 
with as much brevity as exactness. But now I must recall 
that last word, for I find, a little too late indeed, that I 
have left out a point, which I will mention here, though a 
little out of its place. Homer does this, and several others 
have followed his example ; besides an irregularity of this 
kind has a certain grace and fitness of its own, though that 
is not my reason for adopting it. One of the witnesses, 
whether out of resentment at being summoned against his 
will, or that he was suborned by any of the defendants to 
weaken the credit of the charge, laid an accusation against 
Norbanus Licinianus, one of the deputies, and a collector 
of evidence for the present prosecution, alleging that he 
had prevaricated* in his charge against Casta, the wife of 
Classicus. The laws direct that the party accused shall 
be first proceeded against, before any information be re- 
ceived to the prejudice of tbe accuser, because, of course, 
how far the information is to be credited will best appear 
from the way in which the original case is conducted. But 
so extremely odious was Norbanus that neither the autho- 
rity of the laws, the title of deputy, nor his office as solici- 
tor, could protect him. He was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, who, like many others, had used his interest with 
Domitian to very flagitious ends. He was elected by the 
province one of the enquiry commissioners on this trial, 
not because of his worth and integrity, but as being a 
declared enemy to Classicus. He had been banished by 
him. Norbanus asked for time to be allowed him for his 
defence, and a copy of the articles of his accusation. Both 
were refused him, and he was ordered to answer imme- 
diately to the charge. He did so ; and when I consider 
the wickedness and depravity of the man, I hardly know 
whether to say, with great audacity or great spirit, but, un- 
questionably, without the smallest embarrassment. There 
were many things alleged against him, far more to his 
disadvantage than the charge of prevarication. Pomponius 
Rufus and Libo Frugi, persons of consular rank, deposed 

* A prevaricator is defined to be one that betrays the cause to the 
miy&nutjf and tarns on the oriminal's side^ whomne ought to prose* 
entd. Jr. 
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against bim that he was o<»tin8el, in Domitian'a reign, for 
those infamous wretches who had informed against Sal- 
vias Liberalis. In short, Norbanus was condemned and 
banished. When therefore I came to speak against Casta, 
I iDsisted npon the fact that her accuser had been con- 
victed of prevarication. But I urged this to very little 
purpose ; for by a very unprecedented and indeed contra- 
dictory way of proceeding, the accuser beinc condemned 
the accused person was acquitted. You will be curious 
to know what course we took while all this business was 
being got through. We acquainted the senate that, as we 
had received all our information from Norbanus, we could 
not, if he should be convicted of collusion with this woman, 
proceed without new instructions. After this, all through 
nis trial, we sat down, without interposing. Korbanus, 
after his conviction, continued present every day through- 
out the remainder of the proceedings, and preserved the 
same firmness, or audacity, of demeanour, to the end. I 
ask myself whether I have again left out anything, and I 
find I have almost left out something, again. On the last 
day of the trial, Salvias Liberulis inveighed strongly 
against the rest of the deputies for not having brought to 
justice all the parties they had received directions from 
the province to prosecute. As he is a man of considerable 
waruith of temper and eloquence, they were really in 
some danger. But I took those worthy persons under my 
protection, and they are so grateful as to acknowledge 1 
saved them from the storm with which they were threat- 
ened. And now, my friend, I will pnt an end to mv letter, 
really an end to it ; and will not add one syUabfe more, 
even though I should find there was something still I had 
left out. Farewell. 



LETTEB X. To Spueinna and Cottia.* 

I did not tell you, when I paid you my last visit, that I 
h; d composed something in praise of 3'our son ; because, 
ill the first place, I wrote it not for the sake of talking 
about my performance, but simply to satisfy my affection, 
to oonsole my sorrow for the loss of him. Agair, as you 

* 8purinna*8 wife. 



1 
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told me, my dear Spnrinna, that you hud heard I had been 
reoiting a piece of mine, I imagined you had also heard at 
the Baine time what was the subjeot of the recital, and besides 
I was afraid of casting a gloom over your cheerfulness in 
that festive season, by reviving the remembrance of that 
heavy sorrow. And even now I have hesitated a little 
whether I should gratify you both, in your joint requebt, 
by sending only what I recited, or add to it what 1 am 
thinking of keeping back for another essay. It does not 
satisfy my feelings to devote only one little tract to a 
memory so dear and sacred to me, and it seemed also more 
to the mtere&t of his fame to have it thus disseminated by 
separate piecfS. But the consideration, that it will be 
more open and friendly to send you the whole now, rather 
than keep back some of it to another time, has determined 
me to do the former, especially as I have your promise 
that it shall not be communicated by either of you to any- 
one else, until I shall think proper to publish it. The 
only remaining favour I ask is, that you will give me a 
proof of the same imreserve by pointing out to me what 
you shall judge would be best altered, omitted, or added. 
It is difficult for a mind in affliction to concentrate itself 
upon such little cares. However, as you would direct a 
painter or sculptor who was representing the figure of 
your bon what parts he should retouch or express, so I 
hope you will guide and inform my hand in this more 
durable or (as you are pleased to think it) this immortal 
likeness which I am endeavouring to execute: for the 
truer to the original, the more perfect and finished it is, 
so much the more lasting it is likely to prove. Farewell. 



LETTER XI. To Julius Genitob. 

It is just like the generous disposition of Artemidorus 
to magnify the kindnesses of his friends ; hence he praises 
my deserts (though he is really indebted to me) beyond 
their due "'^ ' ^ — ^ j-^ a . » .^ 

were ex 



e. It is true indeed that when the philosophers 
polled Home,* I visited him at his house near the 

* Domitian banished the philoaophera not only from Bome^ but Italy, 
SB Suetonius (Dom. o. x.) and Aulus Gellius (Noot. Att. b. xv. exi S^ 
i, 5} infonn ua : anions these was the oalebrated Epictetus. JU^ 



LiTTBi 11 1 THE LETTERS OF PLIHT. 9A 

city, and ran the greater risk in paying him that oivility, 
as it was more noticeable then, I being praetor at the 
time. I supplied him too with a considerable sum to pay 
certain debts he had contracted upon very honourable 
oocasiuns, without charging interest, though obliged to 
borrow the money myself, while the rest of his rich 
powerful friends stood by hesitating about giving him 
assistance. I did th'is at a time when seven of my friends 
were either executed or banished ; Senecio, Busticus, and 
HeWidius having just been put to death, while Maurions, 
Gratilla, Ariia, and Fannia, were sent into exile; and 
Bcoiched as it were by so many light ning-bolts of the state 
thus hurled and flashing round me, I augured by no nn- 
certain tokens my own impending doom. But I do not 
look npon myself, on that account, as deserving of the 
high praises nly friend bestows upon me : all I pretend to 
is the being clear of the infamous -guilt of abandoning him 
in his misfoHunes. I had, as far as the differences be- 
tween our ages would admit, a friendship for his father- 
in-law MusoniuH, whom I both loved and esteemed, while 
Artemidorus himself I entered into the closest intimacy 
with when I was serving as a military tribune in Syria. 
And I consider as a proof that there is some good in me 
the fact of mv being so early capable of appreciating a 
man who is either a philosopher or the nearest resem- 
blance to one possible ; for 1 am sure that, amongst all 
those who at the present day call themselves philosophers, 
you will find hardly any one of them so full of .sincerity 
and truth as he. I forbear to mention how patient he is 
of heat and cold alike, how indefatigable in labour, how 
abstemious in his food, and what an absolute restraint he 
puts upon all his appetites ; for these qualities, consider- 
able as they would certainly be in any other character, 
are less noticeable by the side of the rest of those virtues 
of his which recommended him to Musonius for a son-in- 
law, in preference to so many others of all ranks who paid 
their addresses to his daughter. And when I think ox all 
these things, I cannot help feeling pleasurably affected by 
those unqualified terms ofpraise in which he speaks of me 
to you as well as to everyone else. I am only apprehen- 
iive lest the warmth of his kind feeling carry him beyond 
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the due limits : for he, who is so free from all other errors, 
is apt to fall into jubt this one good-natured one, of over- 
rating the merits of his friendo. Farewell. 



LETTER XII. To Catiuus Sbvkbus. 

I will come to supper, but must make this agreement 
beforehand, that I go when I please, that you treat me to 
nothing expensive, and that our conversation abound only 
in Socratic discourse, while even that in moderation. 
There are certain necessary visits of ceremony, bringing 
people out before daylight, which Cato himself could not 
hafely fall in with ; though I must confes^i that Julius 
Oaesar * reproaches him with that circumstance in such a 
manner as redounds to his jiraise : for he tells us that the 
per&ons who met him reeling home blushed at the dis- 
oovery, and adds, * You would have thought that Oato had 
detected them, and not they Cato.' Could he place the dig- 
nity of Cato in a stronger light than by representing him 
thus venerable even in his cups ? But let our supper oe as 
moderate in regard to hours as in the preparation and 
expense : for we are not of such eminent reputation that 
even our enemies cannot censure our conduct without 
applauding it at the same time. Farewell. 



LETTEB Xni. To Yooonius Bomanus. 

In compliance with your demand, I have sent you the 
panegyric delivered in my late consulship in honour of our 
most excellent prince ;f and I had intended to do so, even 
though you had not made the demand. I could wish, 
when you read over this performance, you would reflect 
upon the difficulty as well as the dignity of the subject. 
In other compositions, where the reader is imacquainted 
with this, its very novelty engages his chief attention ; 
but in a subject of this kind, everything that can be said 

* Julius Oaesar wrote an invective against Oato of Utica, to wbiol^ 
II is probable, Pliny here alludes. M» 
t Tngan. 
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if) SO familiar and so hackneyed that, quietly taking the 
snbjeot- matter for granted, aa it were, he pays attention 
merely to the author's manner and style, where it is harder 
to give satisfaction when this is the only point taken into 
account. And I only wish that at least my method of 
arrangement, my transitions, and my metaphors, might be 
considered in combination. A strong imagination and a 
grandeur of expression will break out occasionally in the 
most unpolished writer ; but regularity in the plan of a 
work, and proper variety in the management of the meta- 
phors, are characteiiNtics peculiar to leai*ning and culture 
alone. The lofty and sublime should not by any means 
always be affected. For as nothing sets off the lights in 
a picture more than shade does, souie plain and simple in 
writing is just as graceful and appropriate as the sublime. 
But I K)rget that 1 am talking to one who is so absolute a 
critic in these matters. I should rather beg of you to 
point out to me what you may think requires correction : fur 
if I find there are certain parts you dislike, I shall be more 
inclined to believe you approve of the rest. Farewell. 



LBTTEB XIV. To Acilius. 

The atrocious treatment that Largius Macedo, a man of 
praetorian rank, lately received at the hands of his slaves 
IS so extremely tragical that it deserves a place rather in 
public history than in a private letter ; though it must at 
the same time be acknowledged there was a haughtiness 
and severity in his behaviour towards them which shewed 
that he little remembered, indeed almost entirely forgot, 
the fact that his own father had once been in that station 
of life. He was bathing at his Formian Villa, wlien he 
found himself suddenly surrounded by his slaves; one 
seizes him by the throat, another strikes him on the mouth, 
whilst others trampled upon his breast, stomach, and even 
other parts which I need not mention. When they thought 
the breath must be quite out of his body, they threw him 
down upon the heated pavement of the bath, to try whether 
he were still aUve, where he lay outstretched and motion* 
less, either reaUy insensible or only feigning to be so^ 
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upon w liich th&Y conoluded bim to be aotiiallv dead. In 
this condition they brought him out, pretending that be 
bad got gu£focated by the beat of the bath. Some of bis 
more trusty servants received bim, and liis mistresses came 
about bim shrieking and lamenting. The noise of tbeir 
cries and the fresh air, together, brought bim a little to 
himself; be opened bis eyes, moved bis body, and shewed ' 
them (as he now safely might) that be was not quite dead. 
The murderers immediately made their escape ; but most 
of them have been caught again, and they are after the 
rest. He was with great difficulty kept alive for a few 
days, and then expir^, having however the satisfaction of 
finding bioiself as amply revenged in bis lifetime as be 
WDuld have been after his death. Thus you see to what 
affronts, indignities, and dangers yre are exposed. Lenity 
and kind treatment are no safeguard ; for it is malice and 
not reflection that aims such ruffians against their masters. 
So much for this piece of news. And what else ? What 
else ? Nothing else, or you should bear it, for I have still 
paper, and time too (as it is holiday time with me) to 
spare for more, and 1 can tell you one further circumstance 
relating to Macedo, which now occui-s to me. As he was 
in a public bath once, at Borne, a remarkable^ and (judging 
from the manner of bis deatb) an ominous, accident bap- 
pened to bim. A slave of bis. in order to make way for 
bis master, laid bis band gently upon a Eoman knight, 
who, turning suddenly round, struck, not the slave who 
bad touched bim, but Jiiaoedo, so violent a blow with bis 
open palm that be almost knocked bim down. Thus the 
bath by a kind of gradation proved fatal to him ; being 
first the scene of an indignity be suffered, afterwards tbe 
scene of bis death, FareweU. 



LETTER XV. To Silius Proculus. 

You desire me to read your poems in my retirement, 
and to examine whether they are fit for publication. And 
you add entreaties to this effect, adducing indeed a prece- 
dent ; for after requesting me to take some of my spare 
time from my own studies and devote it to yours, yon 
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remind me that Cibero was remarkable for his generous 
onconi-agement and patronage of poetical fl;oniiiBe8. But 
yon do me injustice m supposing 1 need either reqnest or 
entreaty upon this occasion, being myself not only a most 
religions votary of the same muse, but having also the 
warmest friendship for you : I shall therefore do as you 
desire with as much attention as pleasure. I believe I 
may venture, even now, to write you word that your work 
is excellent, and ought by no means to be suppressed, so 
far as I could form an opinion from what I heard you read 
of it, if indeed I was not imposed upon by your elocution, 
for you are a most pleasing, masterly, reader. I trust, 
however, the charming cadence did not entirely disarm 
the force of my criticista ; it might possibly a littie soften 
its severity, but could not totally turn its edg;e. I think 
therefore I may now safely pronounce this my opinion of 
your poems in general; what they are in their several 
parts, I shall judge when I read them. Farewell. 



LBTTEB XVI. To Nepos. 

I have constantly observed that amongnt the deeds and 
sayings of illustrious persons of either sex, some have 
made more noise in the world, whilst others have been 
really greater, although le^s talked about; and I am con- 
fiitned m this opinion by a conversation I had yesterday 
with Fannia. This lady is grand-daughter to that cele- 
brated Arria, who animated her husband to meet death, 
by her own glorious example. She informed me of several 
particulars relating to Ariia, no less heroic than this ap- 
plauded action of hers, though taken less notice of, and 
I think you will be as sui-prised to read the account of 
them as I was to hear it. Her husband Caecinna Paetus, 
and her son, were both attacked at the same time with a 
fatal illness, as was supposed ; of which the son died, a 
youth of remarkable beauty, and as modest as he was 
comely, endeared indeed to his parents no less by his many 
graces than from the fact of nis being their son. His 
mother prepared his funeral and conducted the uitual cere* 
monies so privately that Paetus did not know of his deatb 
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Whenever she came into his room, she pretended her son 
was alive and actuallv better : and as often as he enquired 
after his health, w^oufd answer, * He has had a good rest, 
%nd eaten his food ydih quite an appetite.' Then when 
rihe found the tears, she had so long kept baok, gushing 
forth in spite of herself, she would leave the room, and 
having given vent to her grief, return with dry eyes and 
a serene oountenanoe, as though she had dismissed everv 
feeling of bereavement at the door of her husband^ 
chamber. I must confess it was a brave action* in her to 
draw the steel, plunge it into her breast, pluck out the 
dagger, and present it to her husband with that ever 
memorable, 1 had almost said that divine, expression, 
* Paetus, it is not painful.' But when she spoke and acted 
thus, she had the prospect of glorv and immortality before 
her; how far ^eater, without the support of any such 
animating motives, to hide her tears, to conceal her giief, 
and cheerfully to act the mother, when a mother no more ! 
Scribonianus t had taken up arms in Illyria against 
Claudius, where he lost his life, and Paetus, who was of 

* The following U the story, as related by several of the ancient 
historians. Paetus, having joined Scribonianus, who was in arms, in 
Illyria, against Olaudius, was taken after the death of Scribonianus, and 
condemned to death. Arria having, in vain, solicited his life, persuaded 
him to destroy himself, rather than suffer the ignominy of tiedling by 
the executioner's hands ; and, in order to encourage him to an act, to 
which, it seems, he was not particularly inclined, she set him the ex- 
ample in ihe manner Plinv relates. 

* In a pleasure^house belonging to the villa Ludovisa^ at Bome, there 
is a fine statue representing this action : Paetus is stabbmg himself with 
one hand, and holds up the dying Arria with the other. Her sinking 
body hangs so loose as if every joint were relaxed.' Wright* s Travels. 

Martial also has oelebrated this heroic action in a famous epigram ; 

' Caaia mto gladnm cum traderet Arria Faeto, 
Quern de vitoerihus traaerat ipsa tuia ; 
8i qua fides, vulnua quod feci non dolett inquH, 
Bed quod iu fades, Koo tiuAt, Paete, dolet.' 

L, i. 14. 

TEANSLATION. 

* MThen from her breast chaste Arria snatch'd the sword, 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, 
'* My wound," she said, ** believe me, does not smart ; 
Tis thine alone, my Paetus, pains my heart." ' M> 

t Furios Oamillus Scribonianus, governor of Dalmatia. 
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party, was brought prisoner to Rome. When they 
were going to put him on Doard ship, Arria besought the 
soldiers that she might be permitted to attend him : ' For 
sorely,' she urged, ' you will allow a man of consular rank 
some servants to dress him, attend on him at meals, and 
put his shoes on for him ; but if you will take me, I alone 
will perform all these offices.' Her request was refused ; 
upon which she hired a fiuihing-boat, and in that small 
vessel followed the ship. On her return to Rome, meeting 
the wife of Scribonianus in the emperor's palace, at the 
time when this woman voluntarily gave evidence against 
the conspirators — 'What,' she ezdaimed, 'shall I hear 
you even speak to me, you, on whose bosom your husband 
Scribonianus was murdered, and yet you survive him?' — 
an expression which plainly shews that the noble manner 
in which she put an end to her life was no unpremeditated 
effect of sudden passion. Moreover, when Thrasea, her 
son-in-law, was endeavouring to dissuade her from her 
purpose of destroying herself, and, amongst other arguments 
which he used, said to her, ' Would you then advise yonr 
daughter to die with me if my life were to be taken from 
me r ' Most certainly I would,' she replied, ' if she had 
lived as long, and in as much harmony with you, as I 
have with my Paetus.' This answer greatly increased the 
alarm of her family, and made them watch her for the 
future more narrowly ; which, when she perceived, ' It is 
of no use,* she said, 'you may oblige me to effect m}^ 
death in a more painful way, but it is impossible you 
should prevent it. Saying this, she sprang from her 
chair, and running her head with the utmost violence 
against the wall, fell down, to all appearance, dead ; but 
being brought to herself again, ' I told you,' she said, ' if 
you would not suffer me to take an easv path to death, I 
should find a way to it, however hard.' Kow, is there 
not, my friend, something much greater in all this than 
in the so-much-talked-of ' Paetus, it is not painful,' to 
which these led the way ? And yet this last is the fa- 
vourite topic of fame, while all the former are passed over 
in silence. Whence I cannot but infer, what I observed 
at the beginning of my letter, that some actions are mora 
celebrated, whilst others are really greater. 
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LETTER XVII, To Jauus Sebviahus. 

Is there anything the matter, that I have not heard 
from you so long, or is it, that there is nothing the 
matter, but you are simply too busy to write, or, if not 
too busy, are your opportunities of sending letters few or 
none? Do relieve my anxiety, which is more than I can 
bear; and do so, even though it be at the trouble of an 
express messenger : I will gladly pay his expenses, and 
reward him too, let him only bring mo the news I wish 
for. — As for myself, I am quite wolT, if being well means 
living on in a state of the utmost suspense and anxiety, 
hourly expecting and dreading every conceivable sort of 
accident that can possibly befiJl the friend one most ten- 
derly loves. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIIL To Sevbrus. 

I was obliged by my consular office to compliment the 
emperor * in the name of the republic ; but after I had 
performed that ceremony in the senate in the usual 
manner, and as fully as the time and place would allow, I 
thought it agreeable to the affection of a good subject to 
enlarge those general heads, and expand them into a com- 
plete discourse. My principal object in doing so was, to 
confirm the emperor in his virtues, by paying them that 
tribute of applause which they so justly deserve ; and at 
the same time to direct future princes, not in the formal 
way of lecture, but by hia more engaging example, to those 
paths they must pursue if they would attain the same 
heights of glory. To instruct princes how to form their 
conduct, is a noble, but difficult task, and may, perhaps, be 
esteemed an act of presumption : but to applaud the cha- 
racter of an accomplished prince, and to hold out to poste- 
iity, by this means, a beacon-light as it were, to guide 
succeeding monarchs, is a method equally useful, and much 
moi'e modest. It afforded me a very singular pleasure 
that when I wished to recite this panegyric in a privat j 

* Tiajan. 
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aasembly, m^ friendis gave me their company, thoueli I 
did not solicit them in the nsual form of notes or cirouuursi 
but only desired their attendance, ' should it be quite con- 
Tenient to them/ and ' if they should happen to have no 
other engagemen t.' Tou know the excuses generally made 
at Home to avoid invitations of this kind ; how prior in- 
vitations are usually alleged ; yet, in spite of the worst 
possible weather, they attended the recital for two days 
together ; and when I thought it would be unreas'mable 
to detain them any longer, they insisted upon my going 
through with it the next day. Shall I consider this as an 
honour done to myself or to literature? Bather let me 
suppose to the latter, which, though well-nigh extinct, 
seems to be now ag^in reviving amongst us. Yet what 
was the subject which raised uiis uncommon attention? 
No other than what foimerly, even in the senate, where we 
had to submit to it, we used to grudge even a few moments' 
attention to. But now, you see, we have patience to recite 
and attend to the same topic for three days together ; and 
the reason of this is, not that we have more eloquent 
writing now than formerly, but we write under a fuller 
sense of individual freedom, and connequently more geni- 
ally than we used to. It is an additional glory therefore 
to our present emperor that this sort of harangue, which 
was once as disgusting as it was false, is now as pleasing 
lbs it is sincere. But it Was not only the earnest attention 
of my audience which afforded me pleasure ; I was greatly 
delighted too with the justness of their taste : for I ob- 
served, that the more nervous parts of my discourse gave 
them peculiflur satisfaction. It is true, indeed, this work, 
which was written for the perusal of the world in general, 
was read only to a few ; however, I would willingly look 
upon their particular judgment as an earnest of that of 
the public, and rejoice at their manly taste as if it were 
ntiiversally spread. It was just the same in eloquence as 
it was in music, the vitiated ears of the audience intro- 
duced a depraved style ; but now, I am inclined to hope, 
as a more refined judgment prevails in the public, our 
compositions of both kinds will improve too; for those 
authors whose sole object is to please will faishion their 
works according to the popular taste. 1 trust, however, in 
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Bubjeots of this natnre the florid stylo is most proper ; and 
am so far from thinking that the vivid oolonring I have 
used will be esteemed foreign and unnatural that I am 
most apprehensive that censure will fall upon those parts 
where the diction is most simple and un-omate. Never* 
theless, I sincerely wish the time may come, and that it 
now were, when the smooth and luscious, which has 
affected our style, shall give place, as it ought, to severe 
and chaste composition. — ^Thus have I given you an ac- 
count of my doings of these last three days, that your 
absence might not entirely deprive you of a pleasure 
which, from your friendship to me, and the part you take 
in everything that concerns the interest of^ literature, I 
know you would have received, had you been there to 
hear. Farewell. 



LETTEB XIX. To Oalvisius Bufus. 

I must have recourse to you, as usual, in an affair which 
concerns my finances. An estate adjoining my land, and 
indeed running into it, is for sale. There are several con- 
siderations strongly inclining me to this purchase, while 
there are others no less weighty deterring me from it. 
Its first recommendation is, the beauty which will result 
from uniting this farm to my own lands; next, the ad- 
vantage as well as pleasure of being able to visit it without 
additional trouble and expense ; to have it superintended 
by the same steward, and almost by the same sub-agents, 
and to have one villa to support and embellish, the other 
just to keep in common repair. I take into this account 
furniture, nousekeepers, fancy-gardeners, artificers, and 
even hunting-apparatus, as it makes a very great difference 
whether 3'ou get these altogether into one place or scatter 
them about in several. On the other hand, I don't know 
whether it is prudent to expose so large a property to the 
same climate, and the same ri^ks of accident happening ; 
to distribute one's possessions about seems a safer way of 
meeting the caprices of fortune, besides, there is something 
extremely pleasant in the change of air and place, and the 
going about between one's properties. And now, to coma 
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to the ohief consideration : — the lands are rich, fertile, and 
well-watered, coniiiBting chiefly of meadow-gronnd, vine- 
vard, and wood, while Uie supply of building timber and 
Its returns, though moderate, still, keep at the same rate. 
But the soil, fertile as it is, has been much impoyerished 
by not having been properly looked after. The person 
last in possession used frequently to seize and sell the stock, 
by which means, although he lessened his tenants* arrears 
for the time being, yet he left them nothing to go on with 
and the arrears ran up again in consequence. I shall be 
obliged, then, to provide them with slaves, which I muftt 
buy, and at a higher than the usual price, as these will be 
good ones ; for Ikeep no fettered slaves* myself, and there 
are none upon the estate. For the rest, the price, you 
must know, is three millions of sesterces.f It has formerly 
gone for five millions,^ but owing, partly to the general 
nardness of the times, and peurtly to its being thus stripped 
of tenants, the income of this estate is reduced, and con- 
sequently its value. You will be inclined perhaps to en- 
quire whether I can easily raise the purchase-money ? My 
estate, it is true, is almost entirely in land, though I have 
some money out at interest ; but I shall And no difiBculty 
in borrowing any sum I may want. I can get it from my 
wife's mother, whose purse I may use with the same free* 
dom as my own ; so that you need not trouble yourself at 
all upon that point, should you have no other objections, 
whicn I should like you very carefully to consider : for, as 
in everything else, so, particularly in matters of eoonomv, 
no man has more judgment and experience than yourself. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XX. To Messitts Maximus. 

You remember, no doubt, to have read what commotions 
were occasioned by the ballot law,§ and how much ap- 

* The Romans used to employ their criminals in the lower office! 
of hnsbandry, snch as ploughing, &o. Flin. H. N. L 18, 8. JUT. 



f About £28,480. 



About £49,060. 
{ The author of this law was one Gabinins, a tribune of the people* 
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proYal and reproach alike, it earned for its originator 
Yet this very law the senate lately nnanimonalj received 
as the best possible, and, upon the election day, caUed fox 
the ballots with one consent. It must be owned, the 
method by open votes had introduced into the senate more 
riot and disorder than is seen even in popular assemblies ; 
order in speaking, modest}' of silence, dignity of position^ 
were alike disregarded, and it was imiversal noise and dis- 
cord, the patrons all running backwards and forwards with 
their candidates, groups and circles innumerable formed in 
the middle of the senate-house, and, in shoi*t, the most in- 
decent confusion generally. Thus widely had we departed 
from the ways of our ancestors, who conducted these elec- 
tions with an order, calmness, and decency suitable to the 
reverence due to the majesty of the senate. I have been 
told by some who remember those times that the method 
observed in their assemblies was this : the name of the 
individual who offered himself for any office being called 
over, a profound silence ensued, when immediately the 
candidate appeared, who, after he had spoken for himself, 
and given an account to the senate of his life and behaviour 
generally, called witnesses in support of his character. 
These were, either the person under whom he had served 
in the army, or to whom he had been quaestor, or both (if 
the case admitted of it), to whom he aLo joined some of those 
friends who espoused his intei'est. l^ey said what they 
had to say in his favour, in few but impressive words : and 
this had far more influence than the modem method of 
humble solicitation. Sometimes the candidate would object 
either to the birth, or age, or character, of his competitor ; 
to which the senate would listen with a severe and impar- 
tial attention : and thus merit was generally preferred to 
interest. But corruption having abused this wise institu- 
tion of our ancestors, we were obliged to have recourse to 
balloting as the most probable remedy for the evil. The 
method oeing new, and immediately put into practice, it 
answered the present purpose very well ; but, 1 am afraid, 

▲.u. 614. It gave a yerv considerable blow to the influence of the 
nobility, as in this' way of balloting it could not be diaooyered on which 
Bide the people gave their votes, ana oonsequentlv took off that n^stndiU 
they before lay under, by the fear of offending their superiors. M 
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in process of time it will introduce new abnses ; for there is 
the danger, in this mode of balloting, of the most shame* 
less partiality insinuating itself in. For how few there are 
who preserre the same delioacj of conduct in secret as 
when before the world. Many people have a most tender 
regard for their character, few tor their conscience. But 
perhaps I am pronouncing too hastily upon the future. 
Meanwhile we shall obtain l^ the benefit of this method 
of voting an election of such magisti-ates as best deserve 
the honour. For it was with us as with those judges 
who are named upon the spot, we were taken before we 
had time to be biassed, and therefore determined impar^ 
tial]y. I give you all this principally by way of news, 
and also because I am glad to seize every opportunity of 
speaking about the republic ; a subject which, as we have 
fewer occasions of mentioning than our ancestors, so we 
ought to be more careful not to let any of them slip. And, 
goodness me, are we always to go on repeating over and 
over the same every-day conventionalities, ' How do you 
do?' and 'I hope you are well.* Do let our letters have 
something in them not common and ordinary and keeping 
within the limits of our own private conceins. It is true, 
indeed, the direction of the public weal is in the hands of 
a single person, who, for the general good, takes it solely 
upon himself to ease us of the care and weight of govern- 
ment ; but still that bountiful source of power permits, by 
a very generous dispensation, some streams to flow down 
to us : and of these we may not only taste ourselves ; but, 
in this way, administer them, as it were, to our absent 
friends. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXI. To Cornelius Fbiscus. 

I have just heard of Valerius Martial's death, which 
gives me great concern. He was a man of an acute and 
lively genius, and his writings abound in equal wit, satire, 
and kindliness. On his leaving Home I made him a present 
to defray his travelling expenses, which I gave him, not 
only as a testimony of friendship, but also in return for 
the verses with which he had complimented me. It waa 
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the oustom of the ancients to distingiiish those poets with 
bnnours or pecuniai-y rewards, who had celebrated parti- 
cular individuald or cities in their verses; but this good 
oiutom, along with every other fair and noble one, has 
Krown out of fashion now; and in consequence of our 
having ceased to act laudably, we consider praise a folly 
and impertinence. Tou may perhaps be curious to see the 
verses which merited this acknowledgment from me, and I 
believe 1 can, from memory, partly satisfy your curiosity, 
without referring you to his works : but if you should be 
pleased with this specimen of them, you must turu to his 
poems for the rest He addresses himself to his muse, 
whom he directs to go to my house upon the Esquiliae,* 
but to approach it with respect. 

* Go, wanton muse, but go with oai«b 
Nor meet, ill-tim*d, my Pliny's ear ; 
He, by sage Minerva taught, 
Gives the day to studious thought, 
And plans that eloquenoe divine, 
Which shall to future ages shine, 
And rival, wondrous Tully I thine. 
Then, oautious, watch the vacant hour. 
When Bacchus reigns in all his pow*r ; 
When, crowned with rosy ohaplets gay, 
Catoe might read my frolic lay.' f 

Do you not think that the poet who wrote of me in sndh 
terms deserved some friendly marks of my bounty then, and 
of my sorrow now f For he ^ve me the verjr best he had 
to bestow, and would have given more had it been in his 
power. Though indeed what can a man have conferred on 
him more valuable than the honour of never-fading praise? 
But his poems will not long survive their author, at least 
I think not, though he wrote them in the expectation of 
their doing so. Farewell. 

^ One of the famous seven hills upon which Borne was situated, Jf . 
t Mart Is. 19. 
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BOOK IV. 



LETTER I. To Fabatub (hk wife'i ffrandfaOer). 

You have long desired a visit from 3*our ffrand-daughter * 
aocompanied by me. Nothing, be assured, oonld be more 
agreeable to either of ns ; for we equally wish to see you, 
and are determined to delay that pleasure no longer. For 
this purpose we ai-e already packing up, and hastening to 
you with all the speed the roads wiU permit of. We shall 
make only one, short, stoppage, for we intend turning a 
little out of our way to go into Tusoany : not for the sake 
of looking upon our estate, and into our family concerns, 
which we can postpone to another opportunity, but to per- 
form an indispensable duty. There is a town near my 
e»tatt^, called Tifemum-upon-the-Tiber,t which, with moi-e 
a£fiction than wisdom, put itself under mv patronage when 
I was yet a youth. These people oelebrate my arriyal 
among them, express the greatest concern when I leave 
them, and have public rejoicings whenever they hear of my 
prefeiments. By way of requiting their kindnesses (for 
what generous mind can bear to be excelled in acts of 
friendship?) I have built a temple in this place, at my 
own expense, and as it is finished, it would oe a sort of 
impiety to put off its dedication any longer. So we shall 
be there on the day on which that ceremony is to be per- 
formed, and I have resolved to celebrate it with a general 
feast. We may possibly stay on there for all the next 
day, but shall make so much the greater haste in our 
journey afterwards. May we have the happiness to find 
you and your daughter in good health ! In good spitits I 
I am sure we shall, should we get to you all safely. 
Farewell, 

* Oalpumia; Pliny's wife f Now Citia di Oastello 
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LEITER II. To Arnus Olimena. 

Beguluii has lost hiB son ; the only undeserved misfor* 
tune which could have befallen lum, in that I doubt 
whether he thinks it a misfoi-tune. The boy had quick 
parts, but there was no telling how he mignt turn out ; 
nowevor, he seemed capable enough of going right, were 
he not to grow up like his father. Begulus gavo him his 
freedom,* in order to entitle him to the estate left him by 
his mother ; and when he got into possession of it, (I speak 
of the current mmours, based upon the character of the 
man,) fawned upon the lad with a disgusting shew of fond 
afTection which in a parent was utterly out of place. You 
may hardly think this credible ; but then consider what 
Begulus is. Howerer, he now expresses his concern for 
the loss of this youth in a most extravagant manner. The 
boy had a number of ponies fur riding and driving, dogs 
both big and little, together with nightingales,t parrots, 
and blackbirds in abundance. All these Begulus slew % 

* The Komans had an absolute power oyer their children, of which 
no age or etatiou of the latter deprived them. See book yiii. letter xviiL 
note. if. 

t This hifd was much esteemed amongst delicate eaters, and was 
sold at a high price. Horace mentions, as an instance of great extra* 
vagance, two brothers who used to dine upon them. 

* QuiiUi progenies Arri, par nobile fratrum — 
Xtitcthuu eoliti impenso prandere ooemtaa,* 

L. ii. Sat. iii. 243. 

TRANSLATION. 

* A nobis pair of brothers — 

On nightingales of monstrous purchase died.' 

Francis. M. 

X From an unacoonntable notion prevalent among the ancients, thai 
the ghosts delighted in blood, it was costomary to kill a great number 
of beasts, and throw on the funeral pile. In the more ignorant and 
barbarous ages, men were the unhappy victims of this horrid rite. 
Even the compassionate Aeneas is represented by Virgil as practising 
this cruel ceremonv, at the funeral honours which he performed to the 
memory of the unfortunate Pallas : 

.... * StUmone creatos 
Quatttor hiojuveneSf iotidetn quos eduoat Ufens, 
Viveniee rcyMt ; inferiaa quos immolat umbriSf 
Cea^ivoqufe rogi perfvmdat sanguine flammcu.* 

Aen. 1. z. 517-^20 M. 
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round the funeral pile. It was not grief, but an ostenta- 
tious parade of grief. He is visited upon this occasion by 
a surprising number of people, who all hate and detest the 
man, and yet are as assiduous in their attendance upon 
him as if they really esteemed and loved him, and, to give 
you my opinion in a word, in endeavouring to do Reeulus 
a kindness, make themselves exactly like him. He keeps 
himself in his park on the other side the Tiber, where he 
has covered a vast extent of nround with his porticoes, and 
crowded all the shore with his tstataes ; for he unites pro- 
digality with excessive covetousness, and vain-glory with 
the height of infamy. At this very unhealthy time of year 
he is boring society, and he feels pleasure and consolation 
in being a bore. He says he wishes to marry, — a piece of 
perversity, like all his other conduct. You must expect, 
therefore, to hear shortly of the maniage of this mourner, 
the marriage of this old man ; too early in tbe former case, 
in the latter, too late. You ask me why I conjecture this ? 
Certainly not because he says so himself (for a greater liar 
never stepped), but because there is no doubt that Kegulus 
will do whatever ought not to be done. Farewell. 

LETTER m. To Antoninus. 

That you have twice enjoyed the dimity of oonsul, 
with a conduct equal to that of our most illustrious ances? 
tors ; that few (your modesty will not suffer me to eay 
more) ever have or ever will come up to the integrity and 
wisdom of your Asiatic adminibtration ; that in virtue, in 
authority, and even in years you are the first of Romans; 
all this is excellent and honourable enough : nevertheless, 
I own, it is in your leisure hours that 1 admire you most. 
To season the severity of business with the spnghtliness 
of wit, and to temper consummate wisdom with such exqui- 
site courtesy, is an accomplishment as difficult as it is 
great: yet this you have attained in those wonderful 

TRANSLATION. 

.... 'Four youths of Sulmo wrought-, 
And the like tale that Ufens erst into the world's lite brought, 
He takes alive to slay them — gifts for that dead shost's arail, 
And with a shower of captiye olood to slake the dead man's bait.* 

(Morris.) 
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CiharmSf whioh grace both your oonversation and your 
writings. Your lips, like the venerable old man's in 
Homer,* drop honey, and when you write, the bees seem 
to be employed in pouring into every line, and working 
into every sentence, their extracts of the choicest flowers. 
This was certainly what I felt on reading lately your 
Greek epigrams and iambics. What elegance, what beau- 
ties, shine in this collection 1 What sweetness and tender- 
ness are there, what wit, and how conformable is the whole 
to the canons of just criticism I I &ncied I had in my hands 
Oallimaohust or Herodes, or, if possible, some poet even 
bupeiior to these : though, indeed, neither of those authors 
have either excelled in or attempted both these species of 
poetry. Is it possible that a Boman can be such a master 
of Greek ? I protest I do not believe Athens herself can 
be more Attia In short, I cannot but envy Greece the 
honour of your preference : and since you can write thus 
eloquently in a foreign and transplanted language, one 
need not conjecture what you could have performed in 
your own. Farewell. 



LETTER lY. To Sossius Senecio. 

I have the truest regard for Oalvisius Nepos ; as indeed 
he is a man of indefatigable industry, great eloquence, 
and (what I prefer to all the rest) of consummate inte- 
grity. He is very nearly related to your friend and my 
guest Oalvisius, his nepnew in fact. I beg therefore you 

* • . . . N^<rr»p 
^Svcv^r hvSpovatf \tyhs Tlv\l»y kyopfiriis 
rov KflU &r& yki&affTis u4\iros yXvidwv ^i%v a^S^. 

Iliad, i. 247-249. 
TBAN8LATI0M. 

Nestor, th« leader of the Pyliaa host. 

The smooth-tongued chief, from whose persuasire lips 

Sweeter than honey flow'd the stream of speech.' 

(Lord Derby.) 

t A oolebrated poet and grammarian of Alexandria. He is said to 
have written 800 worka in prose and verse. His poems found many 
admirers and imitators at Borne, amongst the lattor OatuUus una 
Propertius, who translated several piuoes of his. He flcurished abuul 
the middle of the 8rd oeutury, B.a 
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will honour him with a half-yearly trihnneship* hoth oD 
his own aooonnt and his uncle's. Yon will obhge me, yon 
will oblige onr friend Calvisins, yon will oblige Nepos 
himself, whom, I am persuaded, yun will think eqnnlly de- 
serving yonr &Tonr. Ton have conferred many kindnesses 
npon many people, bnt I will veninre to say never one that 
was better bestowed than in the present instance, and few^ 
perhaps, so well. Farewell. 

LETTER V. To Sparsus. 

It is said that when Aeschines,! at the request of the 
Rhodians, read to them his own speech, and then that 
which Demosthenes had delivered npon the same occasion, 
both were received with the loudest applause. I am not 
■urprised that the harangues of sucn excellent orators 
should be thus warmly admired, when I consider that even 
a speech of mine, which I lately recited before a very 
learned and critical audience, was heard with equal earnest^ 
ness and approbation, and at equal risk of fatigue, during 
two successive days, although there was no occasional 
comparison of respective merits, no rivalry, as it were, to 
awaken their attention. The Rhodians, besides the parti- 
cular merit of the speeches themselves, had their cuiiositv 
excited by comparing them together, but mine, though 
destitute of that r« commendation, had the good fortune to 
please ; whether deservedly or not, you will judge when 
you read the performance; the extent of which will not 
permit me to preface it with a longer letter. I must 
therefore be as short as possible here, in order to recon- 
cile vou the better to the length of the accompan3'ing 
speech ; which, however, I have not enlarged beyond the 
bounds my subject required. Farewell. 

LETTER VL To Juuus Naso. 

A storm of hail has, I am told, destroyed all the pro- 
duce of my estate in Tuscany ; while that which I have on 

* Their bntinen was to decide all oontroveniea in the army, to takt 
care of the works and camp, fte. Their oommand laated but nix niontbi. 
KemierB Bom. Antiq. JL t Bee book ii. letter lit 

1 
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the other A^e the Po, though it has proved extremdy 
fertile this season, yet, from the excessive cheapness ol 
everything, turns to small account. Laurentum is the 
single possession which yields me any return. I have 
nothing there, indeed, hut a house and gardens ; all the 
rest is han-en sands ; still, however, my best productions 
spring up at Laurentum. It is there I cultivate, if not 
my lands, at least my mind, and employ a great deal of 
my time in writing. As in other places I can shew you 
full bams, so here I can entertain you with good store of 
the literary kind. Let me advise you then, if you wish 
for fertile and never-failing possession, to purchase some 
spot upon this coast. Farewell. 



LETTER YIL To Oattus Lepidus. 

I often tell you that there is a certain force of character 
about Begulus; it is wonderful how he carries through 
what he has set his mind to. He chose lately to be ex- 
tremely concerned for the loss of his son : accordingly he 
mourned for him as never man mourned before. He took 
it into his head to have an immense number of statues 
and pictures of him ; immediately all the artisans in Bome 
are set to work. Canvas, wax, brass, silver, gold, ivoiy, 
marble, all exhibit the figure of the young Begulus. Not 
long ago he read, before a numerous audience, a memoir of 
his son : a memoir of a mere boy 1 However he read it. 
lie wrote likewise a sort of circular letter to the several 
Deourii,* desiring them to choose out one of their order 
who had a strong clear voice, to read this eulogy to the 
people ; it has been actually done. Now had this force of 
character, or whatever else you may call a fixed determi- 
nation in obtaining whatever one has a mind for, been 
rightly applied, what infinite good it might have effected 1 
The misfortune is, there is less of this quality about good 
people than about bad people, and as ignorance begets 
ra/ihness, and though tfulness produces deliberation, so 
ifkodfiMiy is apt to cripple the action of virtue, whilst ron- 

^ Boe book i. letter ?i*i. in nolo. 
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fidence Btrengtbens vice. Regulus is a case in point : he 
has a weak voice, an awkward delivery, an indistinct 
utterance, a slow imagination, and no memory ; in a word, 
he possesses nothing bnt a sort of frantic energy : and 3*et, 
by the assistance ot a flighty turn and mnch impudence, 
he passes as an orator. Herennius Senecio admirably re** 
versed Cato*8 * definition of an orator, and applied it t6 
Itegolus : ' An orator,' he said, ' is a bad man, unskilled in 
the art of speaking.' And really Oato*8 definition is not a 
more exact description of a true orator than Senecio's is of 
the character of this man. Would you make me a suitable 
return for this letter? Let ine know if you, or any of 
my friends in your town, have, like a stroller in the 
market-place, read this doleful production of Begulus's, 
' raising,' as Demosthenes says, 'your voice most merrily, 
and straining every muscle in your throat.' For so 
absurd a performance must excite laughter rather than 
compassion ; and indeed the composition is as puerile as 
the subject. Farewell. 



LETTER VIII. To Maturus Arrianus. 

My advancement to tbe dignity of augur f is an honon; 
that justly indeed merits your congratulations ; not only 
because it is highly honourable to receive, even in the 
slightest instances, a testimony of tbe approbation of so 
wise and discreet a prince,! but because it is moreover an 
ancient and religious institution, which has this sacred 
and peculiar privilege annexed to it, that it is for life.| 
Other sacerdotal ofi&ce?, though they may, perhaps, be 
almost equal to this one in dignity, yet as they are given 

* Gato oomposed a treatiae upon rhetorio, for the use of his sou, in 
wUioh he defined an orator to be ' a good man skilled in the art o^ 
speaking.' if. 

t Their business was to interpret dreams, oraoles, prodisies, &o., and 
to foretell whether any action should be fortunate or prejudicial, to par- 
ticular persons, or to the whole commonwealth. Upon this aooonnt, 
they very often occasioned the displacing of magistrates, the defenriii|| 
of public assemblies, Ac. Rennet's Bom. Antiq. M, 

\ Trajan. 

I Bee book ii. letter i in note. 

l2 
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60 they may be taken away again : but fortnue has nc 
further power over this than to bestow it. What reoom- 
inendii this dignity still more highly is, that I have the 
honour to suoceed so illustrious a person as Julius Fron« 
tinus. He for many yeats, upon the nominaticm-day of 
proper persons to be reoeivod into the saored oollege, con- 
stHotly proposed me, as though he had a view to eleoting 
me as his successor ; and since it actually has proved so in 
the event, I am willing to look upon it as something more 
than mere accident. But the circumstance, it se^ms, that 
most pleases you in this affair, is, that Cicero enjoyed the 
same post ; and you rejoice (you tell me) to find that I 
follow his steps as closely in the path of honours as I en- 
deavour to do in that of eloquence. I wish, indeed, that 
as I had the advantage of being admitted earlier into the 
same order of priesthood, and into the consular office, than 
Cicero, that so I might, in my later years, catch some 
spark, at least, of his divine genius 1 The former, indeed, 
being at man's disposal, may be conferred on me and on 
many others, but the latter it is as presumptuous to hope 
fur as it is difficult to reach, being in the gift of heaven 
alone. Farewell. 



LETTEB IX. To Ursus. 

We have been engaged for several days past in the case 
of Julius fiassus, a man grown familiar with misfortunes, 
and rendered conspicuous by a series of calamities. In the 
reign of Vespasian two private persons laid an information 
against him, and the matter being referred to the senate, 
he was kept a long time in suspense and finally honourably 
acquitted. During the reign of Titus, he was under con- 
tinual apprehensions of his displeasure, as being known to 
favour the interests of Domitian : yet when that emperor 
ascended the throne Bassiis was sent into exile, though 
afterwards recalled by Nerva. Having obtained the pro- 
oonsulship of Bithynia, he was, on his return from thence, 
accused of bribery and extortion, and as warmly prosecuted 
as he was stoutly defended. The senate were much dividec* 
hi opinion, however the majonty wei'e on the more favour 
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able side. Pumponius Hufiis, a ready and impetnouB speaker, 
was counsel a^iust him. He was assisted dj Theophanes, 
one of the provincial deputies, and indeed the origin and 
instigator of this prosecution. I began the reply, for Bassus 
insisted that the foundation of his defence should be laid 
by me. He desired me to represent the consideration dae 
to his illustrious birth, and to the very prosecution itself 
he had formerly suffered ; that his accusero were informers 
by profession, who reaped considerable advantage by their 
trade ; * and to put forward the true reasons which ren- 
dered him odious to the most factious among them, and 
particularly Theophanes ; but, above all, to meet the prin- 
cipal charge brought against him : for on the scoie of the 
rest, however much more serious they might sound, he 
deserved not only acquittal but high commendation. The 
great difficulty of the case was, that in the simplicity of 
his heart, he had incautiously received certain friendly 
gifts from some people in the province (for he had been 
among them before as quaestor). This, which his accusers 
called rapiue and extortion, Bassus justified under the 
name of presents. But then the laws expre>sly forbid 
persons in hisj station ?o receive any presents whatsoever. 
Now what should 1 do here, what mode of defence should 
1 adopt upon this occasion ? If I denied the fact, I was 
afraid it would look like a tacit confession that it actually 
was extortion : besides, to disown what was so notorious, 
would be to strengthen rather than to extenuate, the 
charge, especially when the accused had put that out of 
the power of his coimsel, if they had thought it proper ; 
for he had acknowledged to several personn, and particu- 
larly to the emperor, that he had received and returned a 
fuw slight presents upon his birth-day, and at the feast of 
the Satumalia.f Should I appeal to the clemency of the 
court ? That would be ruinmg my client at once, by con- 
ceding the nature of his offence to be such, that there was 
no other way of saving him. Should I then justify the 
fact? But in 80 doing, I should have injured my own 

* Infonnera had a fourth part of the effeets of the penona oon 
victod. M. 

t Celebrated in honour of Satara ; at which time it was onatoiMuy 
for friends to send presents to one another. JC 
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character, without rendering any service to Bassiuu Under 
these difficulties I thought it would be best to steer a 
middle course; and, I flatter m3'8elf, I happily hit upon 
it. But night, coming on, separated, as usual, the com- 
batant& J had spoken for three hours and a half, so that 
I had still an hour and a half remaining. For the law, 
having allowed six hours to the plaintiff and nine to the 
defendant, Bassus had so divided this portion of time 
between me and the advocate who was to speak after me 
that 1 had five hours, and the latter the rest. But per- 
oeivinc my speech to have made a favouiable impression 
upon uie senate, I thought it would be more advisable not 
to say any moie ; for it is not prudent, yuu know, to push 
one's success too far. Besides, I was apprehensiye I should 
not have strength to renew the defence the next day, as it 
is much easier to go on without interruption than to re- 
sume aftei a lon^ intermission. And there was yet another 
consideration which had great weight with me: I was 
afraid that, as the discontinuance of my speech would 
abate my own ardour, so the resumption of it might prove 
tiresome to my hearers. When an harangue is carried on 
in one continued flow, the spi aker best keeps up his own 
tiro, and the attention of the audience, both which are apt 
to cool and become languid upon a remission, just as a con- 
tinued motion prCvNerves the light of a torch, which, when 
once extinct, is not easily re-lighted. But Bassus, almost 
with tears, earnestly entreated me to proceed with his 
defence for the remainder of the time, and I accordingly 
complied, preferring his interest to my own. The event 
proved agreeable to our wishes, for I found the attention 
of the senate as fresh and lively as if it had been rather 
animated than fatigued by my preceding speech. Lucceios 
Albinus spcke after me, and entered so thoronghly into my 
line of argument that our speeches, whilst they had the 
variety of different and distinct pleadings, had the connec- 
tion and uniformity of one continued harangue. Heren- 
nius Follio replied to us with great spirit and power, and 
after him Theopbanes spoke again, in this, as in everything 
else, displaying his unusual assurance, in arrogating to 
himself more than the usual allowance of time for speak- 
ing, after two such eloquent pei-sons, and of consular 
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dignity,* had immediately preceded him. He oontiniied 
haraneuiug till evening, and even beyond it, for lights 
were hrousbt in. The next day Titius Homulns and 
Fronto spoke admirably in behalf of Baasus. The fourth 
day was employed in going into the proofs. Baebins 
Maoer, the oonsul elect, declared Bassos gpitlty, within the 
express words of the law relatinjr to bribery and extortion. 
Caepio Hispo wus of opinion that, with- at affecting his 
dignity, the case should be referred to the ordinaiy judges : 
both were right. You will wonder how that can possibly 
be, since they were so extremely dififerent ; but yon will 
observe that Macer, who considered the mere letter of the 
law, might very reasonably condemn him, when it appeared 
he had taken prettents contrary to its express prohibition. 
On the other hand, Caepio, supposing that the senate bad a 
power (as undoubtedly it has) to mitigate or to urge the 
extreme rigour of the law, might, upon very good gionnds, 
think this a case woitby of their clemency, as being 
^though indeed contrary to the express letter of the law, 
yet) not unfrequently practised. The motion of Caepio 
prevailed, and when he rose np to give the reasons for his 
vote, the same acclamati<»ns attended him as usually attend 
others when they resume their seats. Tou will easily 
judge, therefore, how great the applause was after he had 
delivered his opinion, when he had received such a sin- 
gular mark of approbation before he had uttered a word. 
I find the opinions of those outside, as well as those in the 
senate, are divided : they who approve of Caepio's vote 
condemn Macer's as hard and severe : on the other hand, 
those who uphold Macer's opinion treat the other as over- 
mild, and, in fact, inconsistent. It is a positive impro- 
priety, they affirm, sending a man to be tried before the 
ordinary judges, and yet allowing him to retain his seat in 
the senate. There was a third opinion besides. Valerius 
Faulinus, who agreed with Caepio, was for adding further, 
that the senate should proceed against Theophanes, after 
he had diticharged his commission as provincial deputy : 

* The two persons here meaDt are Herennins PoUio and Pomponiut 
Ruftis, mentioned aboye, who pleaded aeainst Bassas, on tlie same side 
with Theophanes. Some critios, indeed, suppose Plhiy includof him- 
self ; bat the oontrarj seems phun &om the context iC 
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for be insisted that Theophaiies during the trial had been 
guilty of several of those misdemeanours which fell within 
the prohibition of this very law upon whioh he grounded 
his information against Ba^sus. But although this pro- 
posal was in general highly approved of by the senate, yet 
the consuls thought proper to drop it : Faulinus, however, 
bad the full credit of so just and bold a miition. At the 
breaking up of the house, Bassus was received by large 
crowds of people with the greatest demonstrations of \oj 
and the loudest acclamations. This new difficulty whion 
he had fallen into bad recalled the memory of his former 
troubles ; and a name whioh had never been mentioned, 
but in conjunction wih some misfortune, together with 
the appearance of a fine person broken wiih age and 
sorrow, had raised a general feeling of compassion towards 
bim. You may look upon this letter as the fore-runner of 
my speech, whioh« full and copious as it is, I will send you 
at large. But you must not expect it soou ; for it is too 
important a subject for a mere light cursory revi^sion. 
Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Statius Sabinus. 

Tour letter informs me that Sabina, who appointed you 
and me her heirs, though she has nowhere expressly directed 
that Modestus shall have his freedom, yet has left him a 
legacy in the following words, ' I give, <sc. — ^To Modestus, 
whom I have ordered to have his freedom ' : upon which 
you desire my opinion. I have consulted skilful lawyers 
upon the point, and they all agree Modestus is not entitled 
to his liberty, since it is not eocpreaaly given, and conse- 
quently that the legacy is void, as being bequeathed to a 
slave.* But it evidently appears to be a mistake in the 
testatrix ; and therefore I think we ought to act in this 
case as though Sabina had directed, in so many words, what, 
it is dear, she had ordered. I am persuaded you will go 
with mo in this opinion, who so religiously regard the will 
of the deceased, which indeed where it can be disjovered 

* A slave was inoapable of property ; and, therefore, whateyor hs 
MHiuirc^l became the right of his master. JC 
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will always be law to honest heirs. Honour is to you i&nd 
me as strong an obligation as the compulsion of law is to 
otherp. Let Modestns then enjoy his freedom and his 
legacy as fully as if Sabina had observed all the requisite 
foi*n«4, as indeed they effectually do who make a judicious 
choice of their heirs. Farewell. 



LETTEB XL To OoRNSLtirs Minioianus. 

HaTC you heard — ^I suppose, not yet, for the news has 
but just arrived — that Valerius Lioinianus has become a 
professor in Sicily ? This unfortunate person, who lately 
enjoyed the dignity of praetor, and was esteemed the most 
eloquent of our advocates, is now fallen from a senator to an 
exile, from an orator to a teacher of rhetoric. A ccordingly in 
his inangural speech he uttered, sorrow fully and solemnly, 
the following words : * Oh I Fortune, how capriciously dost 
thou sport with mankind I Thou makest rhetoricians of 
senat4)rrt, and senators of rhetoricians I ' A sarcasm so poig- 
nant and full of gall that one might almost imagine he fixed 
upon this profession merely for the sake of an opportunity 
of applying it And having made his first appearance in 
school, clad in the Greek cloak (for exiles have no right to 
wear the toga), after arranging himself and looking down 
upon his attire, ' I am, however,' ho said, ' going to declaim 
in Latin.' You will think, perhaps, this situation, wretched 
and deplorable as it is, is what he well deserves for having 
stained the honourable profession of an orator with the 
crime of incest. It i^ true, indeed, he pleaded guilty to 
the charge ; bur. whether from a consciousness of his guilt, 
or from an apprehension of worse consequences if he 
denied it, is not clear; for Domitian generally raged most 
furiously where his evidence failed him most hopelessly. 
I'hat emperor had determined that Coinelia, chief of the 
Vestal Virgins,* should be buried alive, from an extrava 

* * Their o£9oe was to attend upon the ntes of Vesta, the 3liief part 
of whidi was the preservation of the holy fire. If this fire happened 
ti) go out, it was considered impiety to light it at any common name, 
but they made nse of the pure and unpolluted rays of the sun for that 
purpose. There were various Dther duties besides oonuected with theit 
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gant nuiion that exemplary severities of this kind con- 
ferred lustre upon his reign. Accordingly, by virtue of 
his office as supreme pontiit', or, rather, in the exercise of a 
tyrant's cruelty, a despot's lawlessness, he convened the 
hacred college, not in the pontifical court where they 
usually assemble, but at hb villa near Alba; and there, 
with a guilt no less heinous than that which he professed 
to be punishing, he condemned her, when she was not 
present to defend herself, on the charge of incest, while he 
himself had been guilty, not only of debauching his own 
brother's daughter, but was also accessory to her death : 
for that lady, being a widow, iti order to conceal her shame, 
endeavoured to procuie an abortion, and by that means 
lost her life. However, the priests were directed to see 
the sen*ence immediately executed u|»on Cornelia. As they 
were le idin^ her to the place of execution, she callt-d upon 
Ve^ta, and the rest of the gods, to attest her innocence ; 
and, amongst other exclamations, frequently cried out, * Is 
it possible that Caesar can think me polluted, under the 
influence of whose sacred functions he has conquered and 
triumphed ? '* Whether she said this in fla'tory or derision ; 
whether it proceeded from a ccnsciousniss of her inno- 
cence, or contempt of the emperor, is uncertain ; but she 
continued exclaiming in this manner, till she came to the 
place of execution, to which she was led, whether innocent 
or guilty I cannot say, at all events with every appearance 
and demonstration of innocence. As she was being lowered 
down into the subterranean vault, her robe happening to 
catch upon something in the descent, she turned round and 
disengaged it, when, the executioner offering his aasist- 

oflHcu. The chief rules prescribed them were, to vow the strictest 
chftstity for the space of thirty years. After this term was completed, 
tiicy had liberty to leave the order. If tliey broke their vow of viigin- 
ity, they were buried alive in a place allotted to that peculiar use.' 
Kenneths Antiq. Their reputation for sanctity was so high that Livy 
mentions the fact of two of those virgins having violated their vows, at 
a prodigy that threatened destruction to the Roman state. Lib. zxii. 
c. 57. And Suetonius informs ud that Auguittus had so high an 
opinion of this religious order that he consigned the care of his will to 
the Vestal Virgins. 8uet in vit. Aug. i, lul. M, 

* It was usual with Domitian to triumph, not only without a victory, 
but even after a defeat. M, 
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anoe, she drew herself back with horror, refusing to be so 
much as touched by him, as though it were a defilement 
to her pure and unspotted chastity : still preserving the 
appearance of sanctity ut> to the last moment, and, among 
all the other instances of her modesty, 

* She took great care to hXi with decency.' * 

Celer likewise, a Boman knight, who was accused of an 
intiigiie with her, while they were scourging him with 
rodsf in the Forum, perhisted in exclaiming, * What have I 
done ? — I have done nothing** These declarations of inno- 
cence had oxafiperated Domitian exceedingly, as imputing 
to him acts of cruelty and injustice, accordingly Licinianus 
being seized by the emperor's orders for haying concealed 
a freedwoman of Oome1ia*s in one of his estates, was 
advised, by those who took him in charge, to confess the 
fact, if he hoped to obtain a remission of bis punishment, 
and he complied with their advice. Herennins Senecio 
spoke for him in his absence, in some such words as Homer's 

* PatrodaB lies in death.' t 

' Instead of an advocate,' said he, ' I must turn informer : 
Licinianus has fled.' lliis news was so agreeable to 
Domitian that he could not help betraying his satisfiiction : 
"ilien,' he exclaimed, 'has Licinianus acquitted us of 
injustice ; ' adding that he would not press too hard upon 
him in his disgrace. He accordingly allowed him to carry 
off such of his effects as he could secure before they were 
seized for the public use, and in other respects softened the 
sentence of banishment by way of reward for this voluntary 
confession. Liciniatms was afterwards, through the cle- 
mency of the emperor Nerva, permitted to se*tle in Sicily, 
where he now professes rhetoric, and avenges himself upon 

* Euripides' Hecuba. 

f The pimisliment inflicted upon IheTiolatora of Vestal chastity wan 
lo oe soourged to death. If. 

X * B«8ide him stood the noble Nestor's son, 

And, weeping, thns his moumfnl message gsre * 
Alas 1 great son of Telens, wofnl news. 
V Which, would to Hear'n I had not to impare, 

, Tis thee I bring : Patroclus lies in death. 

IlUd, book xTiii. (Lord Derby's traBslatioB> 
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Fortune in his deokmations. — ^You see how obedient I am 
to your commands, in sending you a circumstantial detail 
of foreign as well as domestic news. I imagined indeed, 
as you were absent when this transaction occurred, th-tt 
you had only heard just in a general way that Liciniauus 
was banished for incest, as fame usually makes her report 
in general terms, without going into particulars. I think I 
deserve in return a full account of all that is going on in 
your town and neighbourhood, where something worth 
telling about is usually happening ; Lowever, write what 
you please, provided you send me as long a letter as my 
own. I give you notice, I shall count not only the pages, 
but even the very lines and syllables. Farewell. 



LETTEB XII. To Matubus Arbianus. 

I know you love Egnatius Marcellinus, and indeed you 
have frequently mentioned him to me in terms of especial 
approval; but he will lise higher still in your affection 
and esteem when I inform you of his recent performance. 
When he went as quaestor into one (»f the provinces, the 
person to whose lot it fell to attend him as necretary, 
happening to die before his salary became due, Marcel- 
linus had too delicate a sense of honour to think of appro- 
priating that sum to his own use. On his return therefore 
he applied to Caesar, who referred the consideration of 
what should be done with this money to the senate. It 
was a question indeed of no great impoi-tance ; however, a 
question it was. The heirs of the seoretarv claimed it for 
themselves, the treasury commissioners K>r the public. 
The case came on, ani was opened by the counsel for the 
heirs, the public counsel speaking second, while both put 
their case remarkably well. Caecilius Strabo was of 
opinion that the money should be paid back into the 
ti'easury, Baebius IMacer that it should be handed over to 
the heirs. Strabo won the day. Do, now, take the earliest 
oppoi-tunity, as \ did, of expressing to Marcellinus vour 
approbation of his conduct, for though indeed it abun- 
dantly suffices him to have earned the approval of the 
emperor and the senate, yet the additional evidence of 
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yours will give him very great pleasure. Those who are 
actuated by a sense of fame are wonderfully delighted to 
get praiKO, even though it comes from their inferiors ; but 
Maroellinus lespects you so deeply as to pay extreme 
regard to your opinion. To which let me add, it will 
increase his satisfaction when he finds that the fame of 
this action has travelled so far, so widely, and at such a 
rate, as to have reached your parts. For I do not know 
how it is, but mankind are generally mure pleased with an 
extensive reputation than even a great one. Farewell. 



LETTER XIII. To Cornelics Tacitus. 

I am very glad of your safe arrival in Home ; for though 
I am always desirous to see you, I am more particularly so 
now. I shall be staying on a few days longer at my house 
at Tuscuium, in order to finish a little btisiness there I 
have in hand ; for I am afraid, should I break off this 
design now that it is so nearly completed, I shall filnd it 
hard to take up again. Meanwhile, that I may lose no 
time, I send this letter before me to request a lavour of 
you, which I hope shoiily to aHk in person. But before I 
inform you what my request is, I must lot you into the 
occasion of it. Being lately over at my own native place, 
a youne lad, son to one of my townsmen, called upon me. 
I asked him, ' Are you a student ? ' He replied, ' Tea.' 
' And where at ? ' * At Mediolanum.* • • And why not 
here ? * ' Because * (replied his father, who came with him) 
' we have no professors in the place.' ' And why no profeH- 
sore ? * I returned, * for surely it nearly concerns you who 
are fathers ' (and very opportunely several fathers were 
present to hear what I said) ' that your sons should reoeive 
their education here, rather than anywhere else? For 
where can they be better placed than in their own country, 
or kept under more virtuous restraint than under their 
parents' eye, or at less expense than at home ? Now at 
what a very small additional expense might you, by a 
general contribution, procure proper masters, if you would 

• Milan. 
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only apply towards the raising a salary for them tha 
money you at present pay for your sons' travelling ex- 
penses, lodgings, and whatever else you lay out upon their 
education cuoroad ; as pay you must, for every article of 
eveiy kind. Now I have no children myself, at present, 
and will willingly contribute to a design so beneficial to 
my country, which I look upon in the light of a child, or 
a parent, a third part of any sum you may think proper to 
raise for this purpose. I would take upon myself the 
wbole expense, were I not apprehensive of my benefaction 
being hereafter abused and perverted to private ends, as I 
have observed ta-ba__the~.case . in sevend places where 
teachers are engaged at the public expense. The only 
way of meeting this evil is to leave the choosing of the 
professors solely in the hands of the parents, whose obliga- 
tion to make a proper choice will be enforced by the 
necessity of having to pay towards the professors' salaries. 
For though they may be negligent in disposing of another's 
bounty, they will ceiiainly be cautious how they apply 
their own ; and will see that none but those who deserve 
it shall receive my money, when they must, at the same 
time, receive theirs as well. Let my example then en- 
courage you to unite heartily together in this useful 
desiffn, and be i^ssured the^greater the sum my proportion 
shall amount to, the more agreeable it will be to me. Yon 
can undertake nothing that will be more to your childreD*s 
advantage, or more acceptable to your country. Your sons 
will, by these means, receive their education where they 
receive their birth, and be accustomed from their infancy 
to love and cling to their native soil. May you be able to 
procure professora of such distinKuished abilities that the 
neighbouring towns shall be glad to draw their learning 
frum hence ; and as you now send your children elsewhere 
for education, so in the same wa^ may other people's 
children hereafter flock here for their instruction ! ' 

I thought it advisable to explain the whole affiiir to you, 
that you might the better understand how agreeable it 
will be to me, if you undertake the office I request. I do 
request you therefore, and, in consideration of the import- 
ance of the matter, entreat you, to look out, amongst the 
multitude of men of letters whom your genius draws round 
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you, proper persons to whom we may apply i^T tbis pTir- 
pofle ; but with this reseryation, that I w not tied down to 
any particular man. For I would leave it entirely free to 
the parents to judge and soleot as they shall think jBt : I 
take upon myself nothing but the trouble and expense. 
If therefore anyone shall be found who thinks himself 
qualijGied for the office, he may go there, but on the express 
understanding that he goes without relying upon anyUiiug 
but his own merit. FarewelL 



LETTER XIV. To Patkrnus. 

You expect perhaps, as usual, a speech, but I am going 
to make you a present instead, by way of something choice 
and curious, of some lighter compositions of mine. Tou 
will receive then, along with this letter, some hendeca- 
ityllabics,* written by myself in order to while away an idle 
hour upon the road, in the bath, or at table. They were com- 
posed upon different occasions, just as I found myself in a 
gay, a light, an amorous, a melancholy, or satirical, hnmour, 
and accordingly the style is sometimes more lively, at 
other times inclining rather to the severely simple. I 
endeavoured by this variety to suit different tastes, while 
some things may be found among them to please everyone. 
Should you meet with any passages which may seem some- 
what too free in their tone, your reading will supply you 
with my apology, in the example of those great and au(^^^t 
names that have preceded me in the same kind of writing, 
who without scmple have employed not only the warmest 
descriptions, but the plainest terms. This, however, is a 
liberty I have not allowed myself; not as pretending to 
more severity (for why should I ?), but because, in truth, I 
have less courage. Nevertheless, I entirely approve of 

* A verse consisting of eleven syllables. Tennyson's Hendeoa* 
•yllabic% of which we subjoin a specimen, afford a good illustration of • ) 
the inett^ in English. Ail* b *4v 

* yon chorus of indolent reriewen, _J( A^'^^iJ • ^ i^ 



Irresponsible, indolent reviewers, 
liOolE, I come to the test, a tiny y 
All composed in a metre ?f Catm 
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the rule >\liioli Oatullus lays down for this style cf com* 
positioD : 

' Trae poets should be chaste, I know. 
But wnerefore should their lines be so? 
To these what gives their zest und ohann, 
But this, that tuoy are free and warm ?' * 

Ton must look upon it as an instance of the great Talue 
I set upon your judgment, that I venture to submit the 
whole to your examination, rather than select out some of 
the more finished pieces for your approbation. Indeed 
iu mibcellaneous oollections of this kind, what would 

{)ass of}' well enough if they were viewed separately, 
ose all their advantage by appearing in better company. 
A reader i»f ^ense and dieoemment ought not to compare 
dififerent sorts of pieces with one another, but examine 
each by itself, and, if it is perfect of its kind, not condemn 
it because it happens to fall short of another of a different 
nature. But wnat need I say more, for to attempt to 
excuse trifles by a long preface, is the most utter tiifling 
of all. I will only thereK>re premise further that I intend 
calling these lays * Hendeoasyllabios,* in accordance wiih 
the measure in which the verses run. Call them, if you 
think proper, epigrams, idylls, eclogues, or (as many have) 
sonnets; m a word, give them jubt whatever name you 
please, I offer them only as ' Hendeoasyllabios.' All I beg 
of yonr sincerity is, that you would speak your opinion of 
them to me with the same freedom that you would to 
others. This is not a very hard request to make. It\ 
indeed, these little poetical essays were mv only or mv 
chief productions, it might seem, perhaps, a little harsh li 
one said, * Find your proper work,' but it is perfectly good- 
natured and weU-bred to say, * Tou have your own peculiar 
sphere.' FarewelL 



LETTEB XV. To Pondanus. 

If I can pretend to judgment in anything, it is un* 
doubtedly in the singular affection which I have foi 

* GatuUns, xvi. (Mr. Theodore Martin's translation). 
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• 

Asinius Bufus. He is a person of the higbeet merit, and a 
friend to all go<^ men, m whioh number why may I not 
venture to include myself? He and Tacitus (to whose 
worth you are no stranger) are united in the closest inti- 
macy. If therefore you esteem us, you can but have the 
same favourable opinion of Bufus; for a similarity ot 
manners and disposition is, you know, the strongest 
cement of friendship. He has several children : and in 
this, as in everything else, he acts the part of a friend to 
his countr/, by supplying it with a numerous race of citi- 
eens, which he sees with pleasure extend to a second gene- 
ration ; and this, moreover in an age when that luciative 
adulation usually paid to those who have none* makes 
even one child seem a burden to some. But he scorns such 
base considerations, and thinks himself happy in the title of 
grandfather ; for which he is indebted to Saturius Flrmus : 
a person whom you would esteem as much as I do if you 
knew him as well. My design in all these particulars is, 
to let vou see how extensive, how numerous a family you 
may oolige by conferring a single favour : a favour I am 
induced to ask, first by my wishes, next by the certainty 
that you will soon be in a condition to grant them. I hope 

* Ab luxury prevailed among the Romans, aTarioe» its sure attendant. 
Increased in proportion ; and, among other base methods of gratifying 
the importunate demands of unbounded desires, the mean praotioe of 
paying court to the wealthy, with a view to their fortunes, was ex- 
ireuely common. Horace has exposed this contemptible commerce in 
his usual agreeable manner, and recommends it as the most InftiUible 
Biothod of becoming rich : 

.... *Unde 
DivUuu aerisque niom, die, augur, acervoa,* 
' Dixt equidem, et dico : oaptet asiuhu vbiqu$ 
Tetiammta wrwan; neu, si vafer unut et alter 
Ineidiatorem praeroso fugerii hamOf 
Aut tpem deponaSf aut artemy Ulueus, onUttas* 

Hor. Sat. ii. 5. JT. 

TRANSLATION. 

tr. * Gk> on, most worthy augnr, and unfold 

The arts whereby to pile up heaps of gold.' 

t. ' Well I have told yon, and I tell yon still ; 
Lay steady siege to a rich dotard's will ; 
Kor, should a fish or two gnaw round the bait, 
And *Bcapa the hook, lose heart and gire up straight. 

(Coningtca.) 
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. and bolievo yoii will be consul in the approaching year^ 
and in this perisuasion I am oonfirmed both by your own 
eminent merit and the judgment of the emperor. Aainius 
BdJ^BUt}, the eldest son of Bufus, solioits the quaestorship at 
the same time. I know not whether 1 ought to say (what how- 
ever the father would have me both sc^ and think, though 
Bassus himself is too modest to allow of such a notion) that 
he is a greater man than his father. Were I to represent 
his industry, his probity, his learning, his genius, his 
application, and his memory, as great as you will most 
certainly find them, you, who never yet suspected my 
veracity, would, not having seen him, scarcely believe me. 
1 wish our age so aboundea in men of good qualities as to 
supply you with some who might justly take precedence 
of mm. In that case 1 should be the first to persuade and 
advise you to take a good look round and consider well 
where to fix your choice : but the misfortune is — however, 
I must not perch my friend up too high. 1 will only say 
that he is a young man, who deserves that you should loos 
upon him in the same light in which our ancestors used to 
regard their quaestx)rB, that is, as a son.* Men of your 
reputation for wisdom should receive children from the 
state such as you would desire nature to make your own 
1o be. Will it not be an honour to your consulship to 
have a quaestor whose father has been praetor, and whose 
relations consuls, yet who, although but a youth himself, 
reflects back upon his family (and that too by their own 
confobsiou) as much glory as he derives from them? Let 
me entreat you then to grant my request, in which, if I 
seem premature, I hope you will pardon me, when you 
consider, that in a place where everything is seized up by 
the man who can first get hold of it, it is staying much too 
late to wait till precisely the proper time : besides, there 
is a pleasure in the very anticipation of one*s wishes. 
Allow Babsus then to revere you already as consul, and do 
you in your turn esteem him as your quaestor ; and thus 
permit me, who have a most sincere affection for you both, 
to enjoy that twofold satisfaction : for, as you and Bassus 

* The oonneotion between a consul and his quaestor, Ac. waa eon- 
ai<)ere(), by the ancient Bomans, aa a tie of the atrongeat kind. Vid. 
Oio. in VoiTcm. U. 
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are so equally dear to me, that I shall employ all tba 
power, industry, and interest I have, in promoting him, 
to whomsoever he may happen to be qnaestor, and like- 
wise in assisting yonr qnaestor, whoever be shall be, so it 
will give me very great pleasure if my endeavours, and 
both the strength of my friendship and your consulship, 
should all unite in servins the same young man ; in a 
word, if I may be supported in this solicitation bv yonr 
assistance, in whose vote the senate will most willingly 
acquiesce, and to whose testimony they will £pive the 
greatest credit. FarewelL 



LETTEB XYL To Valerius Pauunus. 

Bejoice with me, my Mend, not only upon my account, 
but your own, and that of the republic as well ; for lite- 
rature is still held in honour. Being lately engaged to 
plead a cause before the Court of the Hundred, the crowd 
was so great that I could not get to my place without 
crossing the tribunal* where the judges sat. And I have 
this pleasing circumstance to add further, that a young 
nobleman, having had his tunic f torn, an ordinary occur- 
rence in a crowd, stood with his gown thrown over him, 
to hear me, and that during the seven hours I was speak- 
ing,:( whilst my success more than onunterbalanced the 
fatigue of so long a speech. So let us set to and not screen 
our own indolence under pretence of that of the public. 
Never, be very sure of that, will there be wanting hearers 
and readei-s, so long as~ we can only supply them with 
speakers and writers worth their attention. Farewell. 

* The tribunal was a raised scat where the praetor sat : the judges 
were jplaoed on each side, a little below bim. Orrery. 

t The tuiiio was a woollen garment, worn underneath the toga. 

X Lord Orrery rather drily suggests here, that * the young gentle- 
man was detained, not by iucUtiation but by necessity,' on account of 
the crowd about him, which was too great to allow him to stir. ' That 
eloquence,' he observes, ' must be very powerful that could confine a 
man of dress and parade, and ooald soften those passions which must 
Infallibly arise, when his finery was not only disarranffcd but torn to 
pieces. I am afruld that Pliny flutters himself upon this occasion.' 
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LBITBB XVII. To AsiNiui. 

YoH advise me, nay yon entreat me, to undertake, in her 
absenoe, the oauije of Corellia, againbt 0. Caecilius, consul 
elect. For your advice I am grateful, of your entreaty I 
really must oumplain ; without the first, indeed, I should 
have been ignorant of this affair, but the last was unne- 
cessary, as I need no solicitations to comply, where it 
would be ungenerous in me to refuse ; for can I hesitate a 
moment, to take upon myself the protection of a daughter 
of OorelliuH ? It is tine, indeed, though there is no parti- 
cular intimacy between her adversary and myself, still we 
are upon good enough terms. It is also true that he is a 
person of rank, and one who has a high claim upon my 
especial regard, as destined to enter upon an office whicm 
I have had the honour to fill ; and it is natural for a man 
to be desirous those dignities should be held in the highest 
esteem which he himself once possessed. Yet all these 
considerations appear indifferent and trifling when I re- 
flect that it is the daughter of Corellius * whom I am to 
defend. The memory of that excellent person, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater dignity, recti- 
tude, and acuteness, is indelibly imprinted upon my mind. 
My regard for him sprang from my admiration of the man, 
and, contrary to what is Ubually the case, my admiration 
increased upon a thorough knowledge of him, and indeed I 
did know him thoroughly, for he kept nothing back from 
me, whether gay or serious, sad or joyous. When I was 
but a youth, he esteemed, and (1 will even venture to say) 
reverea, me as if I had been his equal. When I solicited 
any post of honour, he supported me with his interest, and 
recommended me with his tOHtimony ; when I entered upon 
it, he was my introducer and my companion ; when I exer- 
cised it, he was my guide and my counsellor. In a word, 
whenever my interest was concerned, he exerted himself, 
in spite of his weakness and declining years, with as much 
alacrity as though he were still young and lusty. In 
private, in public, and at court, how often has he advanced 

* CorelliuB Bufus. See book i. letter zii. 
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Aiid Bupported my credit and interest I It happened once 
that, the oonversation, in the presence of the emperor 
Nerva, turned upon the prorai^ng young men of that time, 
and several of the company proBent. were pleased to men- 
tion me with applanse; he sat for a little while silent 
which gave what he said the greater weight; and then, 
with that air of dignity, to which you are no stranger, ' I 
must he reserved, said he, 'in my praises of Pliny, 
becau8e he does nothing without my advice.* By which 
single sentence he bestowed u|>on me more than my mo«t 
extravagant wishes could aspire to, as he represented my 
conduct to be always such as wisdom must approve, since 
it was wholly under the direction of one of the widest of 
men. Even in his last moments he said to his daughter 
(as she often mentionR), * I have in the course of a long life 
raised up many friends to you. but there ai e none in whom 
you may more assutedly confide than Fliny and Cort.utus.' 
A circumstance I cannot reflect upon vTithout being deeply 
sensible how incumbent it is upon me to endeavour not to 
disappoint the oonfidence so excellent a judge of human 
nature reposed in me. I shall therefore mobt readily give 
my assistance to Corellia in this affair, and willingly risk 
any dinpleasure I may incur by appearing in her behalf. 
Though I should imagine, if in the course of my pleadings 
1 should find an oppoiiunity to explain and enforce more 
fully and at large than the limits of a letter allow of the 
leabons I have here mentioned, upon which I rest at once 
my apol(»gy and my glory ; her adversary (whose suit may 
)>erhapR, as you say, be entirely without precedent, as it is 
against a woman*') will* not only excuse, but approve, my 
conduct Farewell. 



LETTER XVIir. To Arrius Antoninus. 

Can I give you a stronger instance how much I admire 
3*our (Ireek epigrams than by having tried to imitate 
some of them in a Latin translation ? I cimfess, however, 
(chiefly through my own incapacity, and partly again 

* Alluding, perhaps, to soipe legal jpriviiege attached to the sex hj 
Uie jarisDrodeDce of ancient Rome. M, 
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from the weakness or, as Lncretiiis styles it, ihe poverifff^ 
of our native tongue,) deeidedlj to their disadvanta^ 
Yet, if olothed in a Boman dretis, and by my nnKkilful 
hand, you should be able to disoover some lingering beauty 
In them btill, what must be their inherent charm when 
published by yourself and in the Greek language? Fare* 
well. 



LETTER XIX. To Hispulla. 

As you are a model of all vii-tue, and loved your late 
excellent brother, who had such a fondness for you, with 
an affection equal to his own ; regarding too his daughter f 
as your child, not only shewing her an aunt's tenderness 
but supplying the place of the parent she had lost ; I 
know it will give you the greatest pleasure and joy to 
hear that she proves worthy of her father, her grand- 
father, and yourself. She possesses an excellent under- 
standing together with a consummate prudence, and gives 
the strongest evidence of the purity of her heart by her 
fondness of her Lusband. Her affection for me, more- 
over, has given her a taste for books, and my produc- 
tions, which she takes a pleasure in reading, and even 
in getting by heart, are continually in her hands. How 
full of tender anxiety is she when I am going to speak 
in any case, how rejoiced she feels when it is got through. 
While I am pleading, she stations persons to inform her 
from time to time how I am heard, what applauses I 
receive, and what success attends the case. When I recite 
my works at any time, she conceals herself behind soma 

* * Nuno 0t Anaxagorae mjrutemur Bbmoeomerum, 
Quam Qrai memorant, neo nostra dicets Ungua 
Conoedit nobis patrU sermonis egestas* 

Lucret. book i. «v. 830-83^ 

TRANSLATION. 

' Next let's examine with a ouriona eye, 
Aoaxagoras's philosophjr ; 
By copious Oreeoe^ term'd Hmnoecmery, 
For which our Latin language, poor in words, 
Mot one ezpressive single toIca affords.' 

' (CiMek) 
f Oalpumia, Plin/a wif<^ 
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ourtain, and drinks in my praises with ereedy ears. Sha 
sings my verses too, adapting them to ner 1\ re, with no 
other master but love, that best of instmctors, for her ffuide. 
From these happy oir^mstanoes I derive my Barest hopes, 
that the harmony betwe6ninrwiYinnorea8a.with onr days, 
and be as lasting as our liveR. For it is not my youth or 
person, which time gradually impairs ; it is my honour 
and glory that she cai-es for. But what less oould be 
expected from one who was trained by your hands, and 
formed by your instructions; who was early familiarised 
under .your_nxjf-with^l._that is pure ahd "virtuous, and 
who learnt to love me first tGroueh your praises ? And 
as you revered my mother with all the respect due even 
to a parent, so you kindlv directed and encouraged my 
tender years, presaging from that early period all that 
my wife now fondly imagines I really am. . -Accept there- 
fore of our mutual thanks, mine, fdf your giving me 
her, hers for your giving her me ; for you have ohosec 
OS out, as it were, for each other. FarewelL 



LETTER XX. To Nonius Maximus. 

I have alreadv told you my opinion of the several 
parts of your work, as I read thom through ; I must now 
let you have my general opinion of the whole. It is a 
beautiful piece ; the sentiments are manly and sublime, 
conceived in all the vaiiety of a strong and pregnant 
imagination, expretused in chaste and elegant language; 
the figures happily ohosen, and a oopious vein of eloquence 
runs thr«»ugh the whole, giving a very high idea of the 
authf»r*s talents. You seem impelled by uie energy of a 
powerful genius, actuated by deep sorrow, mutually at^sist- 
ing and heightening each other ; fur your genius imparts 
majesty and sublimity to your gtief, while >our grief adds 
strength and poignancy to your genius. Farewell. 



LETTER XXI. To Velius Cebealis. 

How sad and bitter a fate has attended the daughters 
of Helvidius ! These two sisters are both dead in ohiUU 
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bed, aftei having each of them been deUvered of a girl 
This misfortune pierces me with the deepest sorrow; 1 
eannot too greatly lament it. It seems so unspeakably 
8ad to see two sut-h virtuous young ladies fall a sacrifice 
to their fruitfulness in the prime and fluwer of their years. 
I lament the unhappy condition of the poor infautn, who 
are thus become orphans from their birth. I lament for the 
sake of the excellent husbandd of these ladit s, and I lament 
too for my own. The affection I bear the memory of 
their dead father is inviolable, as my defence * of him in 
the senate, and all my writings, will witness ftir me. Of 
three children which survived him there now remains but 
one ; and his family, that lately had so many noble sup- 
ports, rests and stays otily upon a single person 1 It will, 
nowever, be a great mitigation of my affliction if fortune 
shall kindly spare that one^ and render him worthy of his 
father and grandfather : f and I am so much the more 
anxious f >r his welfare and good conduct as he is the 
only remaining branch of the family. You know the 
softness and solicitude of my heart where I have any 
tender attachments : you must not wonder then that I 
have many feai's, where I have great hopes. FarewelL 



LETTER XXII. To Sbmpbonius Bufqs. 

I lately attended our excellent emperor,} as one of his 
assessors, in a case where he himself presided. A certain 
person left by his will a fund for the establishment of the 

* See book ix. letter xili. 

t The famous HeWidius Piibcub, who signalized biiuBelf in the 
senate by the freedom of his speecht s in favour of liberty, durine" the 
reigns of Oalba, Otho, Yiteliias, and Vespasian. In the reign of the 
htiiet he whs put to death, by the order of the senate, though oontrary 
to the inclination of the emperor, who countermanded the execution ; 
but it was too late, the executioner having performed his office before 
the messenger arrived. Tacitus represents him as acting, in all the 
various duties of social life, with one consistent tenor of unif rm virtue : 
superior to all temptations of wealth, of indexible integrity, and 
tnl^roken fortitude. Hist. lib. iv. 5. M, 

1 UVajan. 
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Qminastic games * at yienna.t These my worthy fiiend 
Tfeboiiius Rofinus, when he exeroised the office of 
daumvir,} had ordered the total abolition of; and it was 
now alleged ag^iinst him that he had no legal authority 
for their snppresHion. He pleaded his own cause with a 
success equal to his great eloquence ; and what particu- 
larly recummended his speech was his judicious and im- 
pressiye manner of delivery, as became a true Boman and 
a good citizen, rising up in his own justification. When 
the sentiments of the assessors were taken, Junius Mauricus 
(who in resolution and integrity has no snperior) declared 
it as his opiuion that the liberty of solemnizing these 
games ought not to be restored to the people of Vienna; 
* And would to heaven,' added he, ' they could be abolished 
at Kome, too!'§ This, you will saj*, was very bold and 
resolute in him : but it is nothing uncommon in Mauricus. 
He gave as strong a proof of his honest freedom before 
the late emperor Xerva. Being at supper one evening 
with that prince and a few select friends, Yeiento J was 
reclining next the emperor, and on his bosom. My merely 
naming tlie man is enough for yon. The discourse hap- 
pened to turn upon OatuUns Messalinas,^ who, being 
without eyesight, had added to a cruel disposition the 

* Bo called, because the personi who performed in the gomes 
were naked. They conbiBted principally of nmning, wrestling, and 
boxing. JIf. 

t Yienne, near Lyona 

X The duumffiri, ao called from their number being only two, were 
magistrates in the corporate cities, who exercised, in their respectiye 
corporations, the same functions as the consuls at Borne ; they were 
chosen out of the body of deeuriones, who were a kind of senators. 
Sigonius de jure Ital. lib. liL iv. M. 

§ Trajan was Yery fond of these entertainments, aiid had him- 
sr;lf exhibited some very splendid ones, upon his triumph OY(rr the 
Daoians. M, 

H Au infamous ijco|^nt, frequently mentioned by Juvenal. Jtf. 

^ ' Juvenal (iv. 118) calls him a caecus adulator. He was one of the 
most infamous of the **dclatores" in Domitlan's time, and as such it 
alludofi to by Tacitus, A^r. 45. As governor of Oyrenulca, known 
also as the Libyan Pentapolis, he was guilty of atrocious oruelties to- 
wards the Jewi^h Inhabitants, which, according to Jneephus (De Belle 
Judaico, 7) he expitted by a miserable death. When it is said thai 
**io a cruel disposition he added the evils of blindnesB,** Plinv's 
meaning is, that his oraelty was intensified by the oironmstanos of ma 
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evils of blindness. A stranger to either fear, sliame, ot 
oompassion, he was very frequently hurled by Domitian 
(like a dart, which flies without sight or cautipn) against 
evety man of worth. The company gave their opinion, 
over the supper-table, of tlie wickedness and sanguinary 
counsels of this man. ' And what,' said the emperor, 
* would have been his fate, had he lived n<>w?' ' To have 
supped with us/ * returned Mauricus. But to come back 
from this long digression, into which, however, I did not 
fall undesignedly. It was determined that these games 
should be suppressed, for they had greatly depraved the 
morals of the people of Vienna, just as ours have those of 
the world at large. For the vices of the Yiennenses are con- 
fined within their own walls, ours have a more extensive 
influence, and it is in the body politic, as in the natural, 
those disorders are most dangerous that flow from the head. 
FarewelL 



LETTEH XXm. To Fomponius Bassub. 

I hud the gi'eat pleasure of hearing; from our common 
friends that 3'ou take your leisure and lay it out as a man 
of your good sense ought; living down in a charming 
part of the country and varying your amusements — some- 
times diiving, sometimes going out for a sail, holding 
frequent learned discussions and conferences, reading a 
good deal and, in a word, daily increasing that fund of 
knowledge you already possess. This is to grow old in a 
way worthy of one who nas discharged the highest offices 
both civil and military, and who gave himself up entirely 
to the sei-vice of the state, while it liecame him to do so. 
Our morning and mid-day of life we owe to our country, 
but our declining age is due to ourselves ; as the laws 
themselves seem to suggest, which consign us to retire- 

blindnesa ; consequently, he was a ** stranger to fear, to shame, to com 
passion/' emotionii which blindness makes it phybically impossible Co 
exhibit.' (Church and Brodribb.) 

* This was said in sarcastic allusion to Nerva*s very mild and tole> 
rant dinposition^ which seems almost to have amounted to what 
Aristotle calls iopyiiffia, (Ghurch and Brodribb.) 
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ment after we have passed our sixtieth year.* How do I 
kmg for the time when I shall enjoy that happy privilege ! 
When my years will justify my following tne example of 
▼our honourable retreat 1 When my retirement shall not 
be deemed indolence, but repose I Farewell. 



LETTER XXIV. To Pabius Valbhs. 

Being engaged only lately in a case before the Hundred 
Oourt, it occurred to me tnat when I was a youth I wad 
also concerned in one which came on before the same 
tribunal. I oould not forbear, as usual, to pursue the 
reflection, and to consider whether there were any of 
those advocates then present, who had been my fellow- 
pleaders in the former case ; but I found I was the only 
person remaining who had been counsel in both: such 
changes the instability of human nature or the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, effect I Death had removed some, banish- 
ment others ; age and infirmity had silenced those, whilst 
these were withdrawn to enjoy the happiness of retire- 
ment ; one was at the bead of an army ; and the prince*s 
favour had exempted another from the burden of civil 
employments. Wnat ups and downs of fortune have I 
experienced even in my own person I It was the oultiva- 
tion of my talents for oratory that first brought me for- 
ward into notice ; it was the same tAlents that afterwards 
imperilled me; and it is these same talents that have 
advanced me again. The friendships of the wise and 
good, at my first appearance, did me great service ; the 
8ame friendHhips proved afterwards extremely prejudicial 
to my interest, and now they are doing me good service 
again. If you compute the time in which these revolutions 
have happened, it is but a few years ; if 3'ou number the 
incidents, it seems an age. And it is a lesson that will 
teach us to check both our despair and our presumption, 
when we observe such a variety <»f events rapidly re- 
volving in so narrow a circle. It is my custom to com- 
municate to my friend all my thoughts, and to set before 

* A senator was not obliged to attend the bnsineas of the house af:ni 
that age. Seneca de CIy. Tit. o. xx. Jf . 
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him the same reflections and examples, by which I regulate 
my own conduct : and such is the purpose of the present 
letter. Farewell. 



LETTEH XXY. To Mbssius Mazimos. 

I mentione<) to you in a former letter* that I apprehended 
the method of voting hy ballot would be attended with 
inoonvi-niences, and so it has proved. At the last election 
of magistrates, upon some of the tablets were written several 
pieces of pleasantry, and even indecencies : in one parti- 
cularly, ins'ead of the name of the candidate, were inserted 
the names of those who espoused his interest The senate 
was extremely exasperated at this insolence, and clamor- 
ously implored the incensed emperor t to punish the 
author of it. But he, whoever he was, disappointed them, 
remaining concealed, and posetibly might be in the number 
of those who expressed the warmest indignation. W hat 
must one think of such a man's private conduct, who in 
public, upon so important an occasion, and at so serious a 
time, could indulge himself in such scurrilous liberties, 
and, in fact, venture to play wit, humorist, and vmart 
fellow, all at once, in the face of the senate ? ' Who will 
find out?' is the argument that emboldens little and base 
minds to act in this way. This man asked for the tablets, 
t«)ok the pen, and held his head down to write, fearine no 
one, and without a grain of self-respect This is how these 
biiffbonenes, which are only fit for the stage, arise. What 
course shall we take, what remedy shall we apply against 
this abuse ? Everywhere our disorders are too strong for 
the remedies. ' But all these will be taken care of by one 
above us,' who by these impotent but daring insults has 
daily fresh occasions found him of exerting all his pains 
and vigilance. Farewell. ^' 

LETTER XXVI. To Nbpos. 

Your request that I would revise and correct that copy 
of my works which you have taken the pains to collect, I 

* Book iii. letter xx. f Tn^aii. 
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Bhall most willingly comply with » indeed nothing ought 
to give me greater pleasure to undertake, especially at yonr 
instance. When a man of such weight, learning, and elo- 
quence, deeply engaged in ha^ineB8, and about to enter 
upon the govemmeut of a most important province, has so 
high an opinion of my writings as to think them worth 
t-aking with him, what pains ought I not to take to prevent 
this part of his luggage seeming a useless inoumhranoe I 
My first care therefore shall be to make these companions 
an I'leabant to you as possible, and my next, to supply you 
on your return with others, whioh you may feel inclined 
to add to the former ; for to have such a reader as you 
affords me no light encouragement to inorease the number 
of my writings. Farewell. 

LETTER XXVIT. To Pompmus Falco. 

I have been attending these three days Augurinus's 
recital, which I heard not only with great pleasure, but 
even admiration. He calls his pieces sonnets. There is a 
good deal of writing in the light and graceful, the lofty, 
the gay, the tender, the sweet, and the satirical vein. I 
am of opinion there has not for these many years appeared 
anything more finitihed, of the kind, if indeed my great 
affection for him, and the praises he bestows upon me, do 
not bias my judgment. He introduces his poems with 
observing, that 1 sometimes amuse myself with writing 
verses. If I can recollect the second line of this intro- 
duction rfor the rest 1 remember, and have often repeated) 
you shall judge if my opinion of them is just : 

' Bweetly flow my modest lays, 

Like Oalvns' or Oatnllui^ siralti% 
(Bards approv'd of ancient days t) 
Where love in all Ms softness reigna. 

' Vet wherefore ancient poets name? 

Let Pliny my example be : 
Him the sacred nine mflame ; 
More than ancient poets he f 

* To mntoal love he tunes the la^, 
WhUe far the noisy bar he flies : 
Bay then, ye gprave, ye formal, jay 
Who shall gentle love despise ? ' 
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You observe the point, the appropriateness, the expi^a- 
■iyeness, of the whole, and I will venture to assure you you 
will find the entire hook of this flavour ; I will send it to 
you as soon as it shall be published. In the meanwhile 
admit this excellent youth into a share of your affection, 
and congratulate our a^e on the production of such a 
genius, set off by such virtues as his. He spends his time 
partly with Spurinna, and partly with Antoninus ; he haa 
the honour to be the relation of one, and the companion 
of both. You will easily form some idea of what un- 
common virtues that youth must possess, who is thus the 
favouiite of two such venerable old men : for the poet' 
observation is most indubitably true : 

'* Those who in dose sooiety are joined. 
In mannera equal, you will ever find.' * 

Farewell. 

LETTER XXVni. To Vibiub Sbvbrus. 

Herennius Severns, an eminent scholar, is exceedingly 
desirous of placing the pictures of two of your townsmen. 
Cornelius Nepos and Titus Oassius, in his library ; and has 
entreated me, if they are to be met with where you are (as 
they probably are to be) to get them copied and painted 
fur him ; a commission I charge you with rather than any- 
body else, not only because I know your friendship for me 
readily inclines you to comply with my requests, but as 
being sensible also of the high esteem and strong affection 
you have for learning and all her fitiends, and that your 
regard and veneration for those who have proved an orna- 
ment to your country are equal to that which you bear 
towards your country herself. I hea therefore you would 
employ as skilful a hand in this work as you can procure ; 
for if it is difficult to patch a likeness from the life, it is 
much more so to preserve it in a copy ; from which I desire 
vou would not suffer the painter to deviate even for the 
better. Farewell. 

* Euripidoa 
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LETTEB XXIX. To Bomatiub Firmub. 

Look here I The next time the oonrt Bits, you must, at 
ftll eyents, take your place there. In Tain would your 
indolence repose itself nnder mv protection, for there is 
no absenting oneself with impunity. Look at that severe, 
determined, praetor, Lioinius Nepos, who fined even a 
senator for the same neglect 1 The senator pleaded his 
cause in person, but in suppliant tone. The fine, it is 
true, was remitted, but sore was his dit^may, humble his 
intercebsion, and he had to ask pardon. ' All praetors are 
not HO severe as that,' you will reply ; you aie mistaken — 
for though indeed to be the author and reviver of an ex- 
ample of this kind may be an act of Feverity, yet, once 
introduced, even lenity herself may follow the precedent 
Farewell. 



LETTEB XXX. To Lioinius Sura. 

I have brought you as a little present out of the country 
a query which well deserves the consideration of your ex- 
tensive knowledgei There is a spring which rises in a 
neighbouring mountain, and running amonff the rocks is 
received into a little banqueting-room, artificially formed 
for that purpose, from whence, after beine detained a short 
time, it falls into the Larian lake.* The nature of this 
spring is extremely cuiious ; it ebbs and flows regularly 
three times a day.f The increase and decrease is plainly 
visible, and exceedingly interesting to observe, ion sit 
down by the side of the fountain, and while you are taking 
a repast and drinking its water, which is extremely cool, 
you see it gradually rise and fall. If you place a ring, or 
anything else at the bottom, when it is dry, the water 
creeps gradually up, first gently washing, finally covering 

^ See book i. letter iii. note. 

t There are seyeral of these periodical fountains in different parti of 
the world, as we haye some in England. JDovtoeO, near Torbay, Is 
mentioned, in the Philosophical TransaoUons, No. 104, p. 909, to e^b 
Kud fl3w several times ererj honr. If. 
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it entirely, and then little by little subsides again. If ycu 
wait long enough, you may see it thus alternately advance 
and recede three successive times. Shall we say that some 
secret current of air btops and opens the fountain-head* 
first rushing in and checking the fltiw and then, driven 
back by the counter-resistance of the water, escaping 
again; as we see in bottles, and cither vessels of that 
nature, where, there not being a free and open passage, 
though you turn their necks perpendiculailv or obliquely^ 
downwards, yet, the outward air obstructing the vent, 
they discharge their contents as it were by starts ? Or, 
may not this small collection of water be successively con- 
tracted and enlarged iipon the same principle as the ebb 
and flow of the sea ? Or, again, as those rivern which dis- 
charge themselves into the sea, meeting with contrary 
winds and the swell of the ocean, are forced back in their 
channels, so, in the same way, may there not be something 
that checks this fountain, for a time, in its progress ? Or 
is there rather a certain reservoir that contains these 
waters in the bowels of the earth, and while it is recruit- 
ing its discharges, the stream in couNequence flows more 
slowly and in less quantity, but, when it has coUeored 
its due measure, runs on r.|;ain in its usual strength and 
fulness? Or lastly, is there I know not what kind of sub- 
terranean counterpoise, that throws up the water when the 
fountain is dry, and keeps it back when it is full ? You, 
who are so well qualified for the enquiry, will examine 
into the causes of this wonderful phenomenon ; it will be 
sufficient for me if I have given you an i^equate desorip* 
tion of it. Farewell. 
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LETTEB I. To AxmvB SBmra. 

A SMALL legaoy was lately left me, yet one more accept- 
able than a far larger beqnest would have been. How 
more acceptable than a far larger one? In this way. 
Fomponia Gratilla, having diBinherited her son Assidius 
Curianus, appointed me one of her heirs, and Sertorius 
Sever us, of praetoiian rank, together with several eminent 
Boman knights, co-heirs along with me. llie son applied 
to me to give him my share of the inheritance, in order to 
use my name as an example to the rest of the joint-heirs, 
but offered at the same time to enter into a secret agree- 
ment to return me my proportion. I told him, it was by 
no means agreeable to my character to seem to act one way 
while in realitv I was acting another, besides it was not 
quite honourable making presents to a man of his fortune, 
who had no children ; in a wora, this would not at all 
answer the purpose at which he was aiming, whereas, if I 
were to withdraw my claim, it mieht b^ of some service to 
him, and this I was ready and willing to do, if he could 
clearly prove to me that he was unjustly disinherited. 
' Do then,* he said, • be .my arbitrator in this case.* After 
a short pause I answered him, ' 1 will, for I don't see why 
I should not have as good an opinion of my own impartial 
disinterestedness as you seem to have. But, mind, I am 
not to be prevailed upon to decide the point in question 
against yonr mother, if it should appear she had just 
reason for what she has done.' ' As you please,' he replied, 
* which I am sure is always to act according to justice.' I 
called in, as my assistants, Corellius and Frontmus, two of 
the very best lawyers Rome at that time afforded. With 
these in attendance, I heard the case in my own chamber. 
Curianus said everything which he thought would favour 
his pretensrina, to whom (there being nobody b'lt myself 

L 
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to defend the oharacter of the deceaRed) I made a short 
reply; af.ei* which I retired with my frienda to deliberate, 
and, being agreed upon our vei diet, I said to him, * Guri« 
anu8, it is our opinion that your conduct has justly drawn 
upon you your mother s displeasure.' Sometime afterwards, 
Cuiianiis commenced a buit in the Court of the Hundred 
against all the co-heirs except myself. The day appointed 
for the trial approaching, 'the rest of the oo-heirs were 
anxious to oempromise the aifair and have done with it, 
not out of an^' diffidence of their cause, but from a distrust 
of the times. They were apprehensive of what had hap- 
)tened to many others, happening to them, and that from a 
civil suit it might end in a criminal one, as there were 
home among them to whom the friendship of Gratilla and 
Husticus* might be extremely piejudicial: they therefore 
desired me to go and talk with Curianus. We met in the 
temple of Concord ; * Now supposing,' I said, * your mother 
had left you the fourth part of her estate, or even suppose 
hhe had made you sole heir, but had exhausted so much of 
the estate in legacies that there would not be more than a 
fourth part remaining to you, could you justly complain ? 
You ought to be content, therefore, if, oeing absolutely 
disinherited as you are, the heirs are willing to relinqui^ 
to you a fourth paii, which however I will increase by 
contributing my propoiiion. You know you did not oom- 
mence any suit against me, and two years nave now elapsed, 
which gives me legal and indisputable possession. - But to 
induce you to agree to the proposals on the part of the 
other oo-heii'S, and that you may be no sufferer by the 
peculiar respect you shew me, I o£fer to advance my pro- 
l>ortion with them.' The silent approval of my own con- 
science is not the only result out of this transaction ; it 
has contributed also to the honour of my character. For 
it is this same Curianus who has left me the legacy I men- 
tioned in the beginning of my letter, and I received it as a 
very notable mark of nis approbation of my conduct, if I 
do not flatter myself. I have written and told you all this, 

* Gratilla waa the wife of Buatioua : Buatioua was put to death bj 
l>oiDitinn, and Q rat ilia banished. It waa a tiufficient crime in the 
v^ij^ of tltat execnible prince to be even a friord of tlioae who wort 
obnoxious lo him Sec book viL letter xxxiii. last note. M. 
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because in all my joys and sorrowa I am wont to look 
upon you as myself, and I thought it would be unkind not 
to communioate to so tender a friend whatever occasions 
me a sensible gratification; for I am not philosopher 
enough to be indifferent, when I think I have acted like an 
honourable man, whether my actions meet with that 
approval which is in some sort their dne. Farewell. 



LETTEB IL To Calpdrnius Flacous. 

I have received those excellent thrushes,* for which I 
can find no equivalent, during this stormy weather, either 
from the Laurentine market or from the sea. A barren 
letter, bearing no proportion whatever to the favour I have 
received, is all the return you will get. I cannot even 
imitate the policy of Diomed,')' in the exchange. But 
your good-nature will so much the more readily giant 
this idle letter a pardon, in that it confessedly does not 
deserve one. Farewell. 

* These birds, of wbioh there are several sorts, wore in high repnta- 
tion among the Bomans, and generally had a pkoe npon all elegant 
tables. A 

t Alluding to the story in Homer's Iliad, where Glanons and Diomed 
having an interview between the two armies, they oome to the know* 
ledge dT the friendship and hospitality which had formerly subsisted 
between tl^eir families ; and Diomed proposps an ezohange d theii 
arms, as a token of reciprocal friendship : 

Trvx<a 8* aXAi|Xoir ciraftci^'Oficr * P^pa irai ol9c 
Tpwift iri, &c-^ lib. 6, V. 230. 

TRANSLATION. 

' Now change we arms, and prove to either host. 
We guard the friendship of the line we boast. 
Thus having said — 

Their hands they join, their mutual faith they plight, 
Brave Oiaucns then each narrow thought resigned, 
(Jove wann'd his bosom and enlarg'd his min<^ 
For Diomed's brass arms of mean device, 
For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price), 
He gave his own of gold divinely wrought ; 
Aa aaadred beeves the shining purchase bought.' 

(Pope.) H 

hi 
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LETTER III. To Tmus Abibto. 

Among the many agreeable and obliging inatanoet I haTe 
reoeived of jour friendahip, jour not oonoealing from ma 
the long oonversation which lately took plaoe at jour 
house concerning mj vensea, and tne various judgmenta 
passed upon them (which senred to prolong the talk,) ia 
by no means the least. There were some, it seems, who 
did not disapprove of mj poems in themselves, bat at the 
same time censured me in a free and friendlj waj, for 
einplojing mjself in composing and recitins; them. I am 
BO far, however, from deairing to extenuate the oharg^e that 
I wiliingl J acknowledge mjself atill more deserving of it, 
and confess that I sometimes amuse myself with ¥rritiiig 
verses of the ga jer sort. I compose comedies, divert mj- 
self with pantomimes, read the lyrio poets, and enter into 
the spirit of the most wanton muse, besides that, I indulge 
myself sometimes in laughter, mirth, and firolio, and, to sum 
up every kind of innocent relaxation in one word, I am a 
man, I am not in the least oifended, though, at their low 
opinion of my morals, and that those who are ignorant of 
thn fact that the most learned, the wisest, and the best of 
nieu have employed themselves in the same way, should be 
surprised at the tone of m j writings : but from those who 
know what noble and numerous examples I follow, I shall, 
I am confident, easilj obtain permission to err with those 
whom it is an honour to imitate, not onlj in their most 
serious occupations but their lightest triflings. Is it unbe- 
coming me (I will not name anj living example, lest I 
should eeem to flatter), but is it unbecoming me to practise 
what became Tully, Calvus, Pollio, Meusala, Hortensius, 
Brutus, Sulla, Catulus, Scaevola, Sulpitius, Varro, the Tor- 
quati, Memmius, GUtetulicus, Seneca, Lucceius, and, within 
our own memorj, Yerginius Bufus ? But if the examples 
of private men are not sufficient to justif j me, I can cite 
Julius Caesar, Augustus, Nerva, and Tiberius Caesar. I 
forbear to add Nero to the catalogue, though I am aware 
that what is practised bj the worst of men does not there- 
f 're degenerate into wrong : on the contrarj, it still main- 
tains its credit, if frequently countenanced by the best. Li 
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that number, Virgil, Cornelius Nepos, .«nd prior to these, 
Enniti!» and Attius, justly deserve the most distinguished 

I) lace. These last indeed were not senators, but goodness 
[uows no distino'ion of rank or title. I recite my works, 
it is true, and in this instance I am not sure I can support 
myself by their examples. They, perhaps, might be satis- 
fied with their own judgment, but I have too humble 
an opinion of mine to suppose my compositions perfect, 
because they appear s » to my own mind. My reasons then 
for reciting are, that, for one thing, there is a certain 
deference lor one's audience, which excites a somewhat 
more vigorous application, and then again, I have by this 
means nn opportunity of settling any doubts I may have 
i*oncerning my performance, by observing the general 
opinion of the audience. In a word, I have the advantage 
of receiving di£Eerent hints from different persons : and 
although they should not declare their meaning in express 
terms, yet the expression of the countenance, the move- 
nieut of the head, the eyes, the motion of a hand, a whisper, 
or even silence itself will easily distinguish their leal 
opinion from the language of politeness. And so if any 
one of my audience should have the curiosity to read over 
the Fame performance which he heard me read, he may 
find several things altered or omitted, and perhaps too upon 
his particular judgment, though he did not say a single 
word to me. But I am not defending my conduct in this 
particular, as if I had actually recited my works in public, 
and not in my own house before my friends, a numerous 
appearance of whom has upon many occasions been held 
an honour, but never,' surely, a reproach. FarewelL 



LETTER IV. To Julius Valbrianus. 

The fact which I am about to mention, although iu itself 
of no great importance, may be attended with very con- 
siderable consequences. Sellers, a person of praetorian 
rank, petitioned the senate for leave to hold a fair upon his 
estate. He was opposed in this by the deputies from the 
Vicentini,* who employed Tusoilius Nominatus as theif 

* Of Vioenza, a city in the territories of V^nioa. Jf. 



150 THE LETTEfiS OF PLtNY. [BooB 5 

Goansel. The oai^e was adjourned ; and at the next meet- 
ing the depnties appeared nnattended by their counsel, 
complaining that they had been grostly deceived : an expres- 
8ion which, whether it dropped from them in the waimth 
of resentment, or that they reiedly had reason to think them- 
selves so, I will not determine. Nepos, the praetor, asked 
them who it was they had retained ? They replied, the 
same person who wan counsel for them before. Being 
asked again whether he had appeared for them on that 
occasion without any gratuity ? they informed the house 
that they had given him six thousand sesterces,* and on 
being asked further whether they had given him anything 
besides, they said, a second fee of one thousand denarii.')' 
Upon which, Nepos moved that Nominatus should be 
ordered to attend. And this is all that was done in the 
affair that day, but, unless I am greatly mistaken, the 
(*nquiry will not end there ; for one may observe in in- * 
stances enough, that the slightest sparks have kindled a 
train of very unlooked-fur rebultn. And now, I have 
i*aised your curia'^ity I suppose sufficiently to make you 
try and coax the rest out of me, unless you should choose 
to anticipate the information by coming down at once, . 
all eagerness, to Bome, preferring eeeing the sequel to 
reading it. Farewell. 



LETTEB y. To Nonius Maximus. 

I am deeply afflicted with the news I have received of 
the death of FHunius ; in the first place, because I loved 
one so eloquent and refined, in the next, because I was 
accustomed to be guided by his judgment — and indeed he 
possessed ereat natural acuteness, improved by practice, 
rendering him able to see a thing in an instant. There are 
some circumstances about his death, which aggravate my 
concern. He left behind him a will which had been made 
A considerable time before his decease, by which it happens 
that his estate is fallen into the hands of those who had in- 
curred his displeasure, whilst his greatest favourites are 

* Aboat £50. f About £35. 
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excluded. But what I particularly regi*et is, thai ho haa 
left unfinished a Terr nohle work in which he was em- 
ployed. Kotwithstanding his full practice at the l>ar, he 
had begun a history of those persons who were put to death 
or banished by Kero, and completed three books of it. They 
are written with great elegance and precision, the style is 
pure, and preserves a proper medium between the plain 
narrative and the historical : and as they were very favour- 
ably received by the public, he was the more desirous of 
being able to finish the rest. The hand of death is ever, in 
my opinion, too untimely and sudden when it falls upon 
such as are employed in some immortal work. The sons of 
sensuality, who have no outlook beyond the present hour, 
put an end every day to all motives for living, but those 
who look forward to posterity, and endeavour to transmit 
their names with honour to future genemtions bv their 
works, — to such, death is always immature, as it still 
snatches them from amidst some unfinished design. Fan- 
nins, long before his death, had a prcFcntiment of what 
has happened : he dreamed one night that as he was lyiuff 
on his conch, in an undress, all ready for his work, and 
with his desk,* as usual, in front of him, Nero entered, and 
placing himself by his side, took up the three first books cif 
this histor}^ which he read through and then departed. 
'l*his dream greatly alarmed him, and he regarded it as an 
intimation, that he should not carry on hie history any 
farther than Nero had read, and so the event has proved. 
1 cannot reflect upon this accident without lamenting 
that he was prevented from accomplishing a work which 
had cost him so many toilsome vigils, as it suf cests to me, 
at the same time, reflections on my own mortality, and tlie 
fate of my writings : and I am persuaded the same appre- 
hensions alarm you for those in which you are at present 
employed. Let us then, my friend, while life permits, 
exert aU our endeavours, that death, whenever it arrives, 
may find as little as possible to destroy. FarewelL 

* In the original, teriwium, a box for holding HSfi. 
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LETTER VI. To Domitius Apoluniris. 

The kind concern you expressed on hearing of my 
design to pass the summer at my villa in Tuscany,* and 
your obliging endeavours to dissuade me from goiug to a 
place which you think unhealthy, are extremely pleasing 
to me. It is quite true indeed that the air of that part of 
Tuscany which lies towards the coast is thick and un- 
wholesome : but my house stands at a good distance from 
the sea, under one of the Apennines which are singularly 
healthy. But, to relieve you from all anxiety on my 
account, I will give you a description of the temperature 
of the climate, the situation of the country, and the beauty 
of my villa, which, I am persuaded, you will hear with as 
much pleasure as I shall take in giving it« The air in 
winter is sharp and frosty, so that myrtles, olives, and 
trees of that kind which delight in constant waimth, will 
not flourish here : but the laurel thriven, and is remarkably 
beautiful, though now and then the c<ild kills it — thougn 
not ofrener than it does in the neighbourhood of Bome. 
The summers are extraordinaiily mild, and there is always 
a refreshing breeze, seldom high winds. This accounts for 
the number of old men we have about, you would tiee 
grandfathei's and great-grandfathers of those now grown 
up to be young. men, hear old stories and the dialect of our 
ancestors, and fancy 3'ourself born in some former age were 
you to come here. The character of the country is exceed- 
ingly beautiful. Picture to yourself an immense amphi- 
theatre, such as nature only could create. Before you lies 
a broad, extended plain bounded by a range of mountains, 
whose summits are covered with tall and ancient woods, 

* This was Pliny's prinoipol seat, lying about one hundred and fifty 
miles fi^m Home, where he usually resided in the summer season. 
The reader will observe, therefore, that he considers it in a very 
different manner from that of Laurentinum (his winter villa) botti with 
respect to the situation and the house itself. Cluver, in his Geography, 
has placed this villa a little above Tifemum Tiberinum, now cidled 
Oitta di Castello, where our author built a temple at his own exijense. 
If, after having traversed this noble villa, the retu^et should be curiouft 
to IcTiow how Pliny diaposod of hia time, when he retired to it, he may 
tui u tu the 86th letter of the ninth lMX>k. ^ 
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which are stocked with all kinks of game. The descend 
ing slopes of the mountains are planted with nnderwood, 
among which are a number of little risings with a rich 
tioil, on which hardly a stone is to be found. In fruitful 
ness they are quite equal to a valley, and though their 
liarvest is rather later, their crops are just as good. At 
he foot of these, on the mountain-side, the eye, whereyer 
It turns, runs along one unbroken stretch of vineyards 
terminated by a belt of shrubs. Next vou have meadows 
and the open plain. The arable land is so stiff that it is 
necessary to go over it nine times with the bigeest oxen 
and the strongest ploughs. The meadows are bright with 
flowers, and produce trefoil and other kinds of herbage as 
fine and tender as if it were but just sprung up, for all the 
soil is refreshed by never failing streams. But thoush 
there is plenty of water, there are no marshes; for the 
ground being on a slope, whatever water it receives with- 
out absorbing runs off into the Tiber. This river, which 
winds through the middle of the meadows, is navigable 
only in the winter and spring, at which sea8<ms it trans- 
ports the produce of the lands to Bome : but in summer it 
sinks below its banks, leaving the name of a great river 
to an almost empty channel : towards the autumn, how- 
ever, it begins again to renew its claim to that title. You 
would be cnarmed by taking a view of this country from the 
top of one of our neighbouring mountains* and would fancy 
that not a real, but some imaginary landscape, painted by 
the most exquisite pencil, lay before you, such an har- 
monious variety of beautiful objects meets the eye, which- 
ever way it turns. My house, although at the foot of a 
hill, commands as good a view as if it stood on its brow, 
yet you approach by so gentle and gradual a rise that you 
find yourself on high ground without perceiving you have 
been making an ascent. Behind, but at a great distance, 
is the Apennine range. In the calmest days we get cool 
breezes from that quarter, not sharp and cutting at all, 
being spent and broken by the long distance they have 
travelled. The greater part of the nouse has a southern 
aspect, and seems to invite the afternoon sun in summer 
(but rather earlier in the winter) into a broad and pro* 
portionately long portico, consisting f several rooms, par* 
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tioularly a oourt of antique fashion. In front of the 
portioo 18 a sort of terraoe, edged with box and shmbs cnt 
into different shapes. You descend, from the terraoe, by 
an easy slope adorned with the figures of animab in box, 
facing each other, to a lawn overspread with the soft, I 
had almost ttaid the liquid, Acanthus :* this is surrounded 
by a walk f enclosed with evergreens, shaped into a variety 
of forms. Beyond it is the geatatio, laid out in the form 
of a circus X running round the multiform box-hedge and 
the dwarf-irees, which are cut quite close. The whole is 
fenced in with a wall completely covered by box cut into 
steps all the way up to the top. On the outside of the 
wall lies a meadow that owes as many beauties to nature 
as all I have been describing wUhin does to art ; at the end 
of which are open plain and numerous other meadows and 
oopses. From the extremity of the portico a large dining- 
room runs out, opening upon one end of the terraoe; 
while from the windows there is a very extensive view 
over the meadows up into the country, and from these you 
also see the teiTace and the projectine wing of the house 
together with the woods enclosing the adjacent hippo- 
drome.§ Almost opposite the centre of the portico, and 
i-ather to the back, stands a summer-house, enclosing a 
small area shaded by four plane-trees, in the midst of 

* Sir William Temple sunpoaoB the AeafUhui of the aDoients to bo 
what we call PerieanAe, Motlem botaDists term it garden heat^»-/ool ,* 
but Mr. Oastel, in his obseryationa upon thia passage, with more pro- 
bability, imagines by its ohaiacter here that it resembles men. See 
note tf P' 158. M. 

t This walk is called in the original ambuUUio, as what I have 
ventured to translate a terraoe Ib by Pliny termed xyttuB. The am- 
biUatio seems to be what we properly call a walk ; the guUUio wai 
a plooo a)>propriate!i to taking of exercise in their yehictos, and the 
xuUuB, ill its original signification, according to the definition given by 
Yitruvius, was a large portico wherein the athletic ezercii^ were 
performed ; though it is plainly used in this place for an open walk, 
ornamented much in the manner of our old-fashioned parterres ; but 
it9 being raised above the walks which lay in the front seems to justify 
its being called a terraoe, AT. 

X The ojrotts was a place set apart for the celebration of several 
public games, particularly the chariot raoe. Its form was generally 
oblong, having a wall quite round with ranges of seats for the con 
venience of spectators. M. 

§ A part M the garden, so called. Bee note \ p. 156. M. 
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whioh rises a marble foantain which gently plajs upon 
tlie roots of the plane-trees and upon the grass-plots nnaer- 
neath them.* This summer-house has a bed-room in it free 
from every sort of noise, and whioh the light itself cannot 
penetrate, tc^ether with a common dining-room I use 
when I have none but intimate friends with me. A second 
portico looks upon this little area, and has the same view 
as the other I have just been describing. There is, besides, 
another room, which, being situate close to the nearest 
plane-tree, enjoys a constant shade and sreen. Its bides 
are encrusted with carved marble up to the ceiling, while 
above the marble a foliage is painted with birds amone the 
branches, which has an effect altogether as agreeable as 
that of the carving, at tlie foot of which a little fountain, 
playing through several small pipes into a vase it encloses, 
produces a most pleasing murmur. From a corner of the 
portico yon enter a verv large bed-chamber opposite the 
large dining-room, which from some of its windows has a 
view of the terrace, and from others, of the meadow, as 
those in the front look upon a cascade, which entertains at 
once both the eye and the ear ; for the water, dashing from 
a great height, foams over the marble basin which receives 
it below. This room is extremely warm in winter, lying 
much exposed to the sun, and on a cloudy day the heat oi 
an adjoining stove very well supplies his absence. Leaving 
this room, jon pass throueh a ((ood-sized, pleasant, undress- 
ing-room into the cold-bath-room, in which is a larg^e 
gloomy bath: but if you are inclined to swim more at 
large, or in warmer water, in the middle of the area stands 
a wide basin for that purpose, and near it a reservoir from 
which you may be supplied with cold water to brace your- 
self again, if yon should fiud you are too much relaxed by 
the warm. Adjoining the cold bath is one of a medium 
degree of heat, which enjoys the kindlv warmth of the 
sun, but not so intensely as the hot bath, which projects 
farther. This last consists of three seveitil compartments, 
each of different deerees of heat ; the two former lie open 
to the full sun, the latter, though not much exposed to its 
beat, receives an equal share of its light. Over the 
andressing-room is built the tennis-court, which admits 
of different kinds of games and different sets of playcm. 
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Kot far fix>m the baths is the staircase leadirig to the 
endorsed portico, three rooms intervening. One of these 
looks out upon the little area with the four plane-trees 
round it, the other upon the meadows, and from the third 
you have a view of several vineyards, so that each has a 
different one, and looks tiiwards a different point of the 
heavens. At the upper end of the enclosed portico, and 
indeed taken off from it, is a room that looks out upon the 
hippodrome, the vineyards, and the mountains ; adjoining 
is a room which has a full exposure to the sun, especially 
in winter, and out of which rans another connecting the 
hippodrome with the house. This forms the front. On 
the side rises an enclosed portico, which not only looks out 
upon the vineyards, but seems almost to touch them. 
From the middle of this portico you enter a dining-room 
cooled by the wholesome breezes from the Apennine 
valleys: from the windows behind, which are extremely 
large, there is a close view of the vineyards, and from the 
folding doors through the summer portico. Along that 
Hide of the dining room where there are no windows runs 
a private staircase for greater convenience in serving up 
when I give an entertainment; at the farther end ii a 
sleeping-room with a look-out upon the vineyards, and 
(what is equally agreeable) the portico. Underneath this 
room is an enclosed portico resembling a grotto, which, en- 
joying in the midst of summer heats its own natural cool- 
ness, neither admits nor wants external air. After you 
have passed both these porticoes, at the end of the dining- 
room stands a third, which, according as the day is more or 
less advanced, serves either for winter or summer use. It 
leads to two different apartments, one containing four 
chambers, the other, three, which enjoy by turns both sun 
and shade. This arrangement of the different parts of my 
house is exceedingly pleasant, though it is not to be com- 
pared with the beauty of the hippodrome,* lying entirely 
open in the middle of the grounds, so that the eye, upon 

* The hippodramuB, in itti pioper signiflcation. was a place, among 
the Qreoiana, set apart for hone-raoing and other exercises of that 
kind. But it Beeiua here to be nothing more than a purticular walk, 
to which Plhiv perhaps gaYe that name, from its beaming some retem- 
blanoe in its iorm to the public places so called. M, 
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jronr first entrance, takes it in entire in one riew. It ia 
Bet round with plane-trees covered with ivy,* so that, while 
their tops flouriHh with their own green, towards the roots 
their verdure is borrowed from the ivy that twines rcmnd 
the tmnk and branches, spreads from tree to tree, and 
oonnects them together. Between each plane-tree are 
planted box-trees, and behind these Ktands a gr«*ve of 
lanreld which blend their shade with that of the planes. 
ThiH straight boundary to the hippodrome alters its Bhaps 
at the farther end, bending into a semi-circle, which is 
planted ronnd, shut in with cypresses, and ca^ts a deeper 
and gloomier shade, while the inner c rcular walks (for 
there are several), enjoying an open exposure, are filled 
with plenty of roses, and oonect, by a very pleasant con- 
trast, the coolness of the shade with the warmth of the 
sun. Having passed throueh these several winding alleys, 
you enter a straight walk,')' which breaks out into a 
variety of others, partitioned off by box-row hedges. In 
one place you have a little meadow, in another the box is 
3ut in a thousand different forms,:( sometimes into letters, 

* ' What the Hederae were that deseryed a place in a garden,' says 
f^ir William Temple^ in his Essay on Gardening, 'I cannot guess, 
unless they had sorts of ivy unknown to us.' Bnt it does not seem 
necessary to have recourse to thut supposition ; for there are two sorts 
amone us, which are very beautifixl plants, the one called the silver- 
striped ivy, the other the yellow variegated ivy. The forjier. petliaps, 
is the paUentea Hedercie * of Virgil ; wnidi epithet some of the critics, 
not attending to the different kinds of ivy, have injodioionsly changed 
to palanies, M, 

t Here seems to hegin what we properly call the garden, and is the 
only description of a lioman one wnion has come dov/n to ns. Virgil 
indeed mentions that uf his Oorycian friend's, hnt he only gives an 
account of the plants which that contented old man cnltivated, without 
describing tlie form in which this little spot was laid out. JIf. 

X It is very remarkable that this false taste in gardening, so Justly 
rejected by modem improvements in that agieeable art, was introduced 
among the Romans at a time when one should little expect to meet 
with any inelegandes in the polite refinements of life. Marius, the 
friend of Julius Oaesar, and peculiar favonrite of Augustus (of whom 
ihi ro is still extant a letter to Oioero, groatly admired for the boanty 
of its sentiments and expression), is said to have first taught hui 
rountrymen tliis monstrous method of distortinff nature bj oatliog 
trees into regular forms. OolumeL 1. 12. & 44. if. 
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expressing the master's name, sometimes the artifioer's, 
whilst here and there rise little obelisks with fniit-treen 
alternately intermixed, and then on a sadden, in the midst 
of this elegant regularity, you are surprised with an imita- 
tion of the negligent beauties of rural nature. In the 
oentie of this Ties a spot adorned with a knot of dwarf 
plane-trees.* Beyond these stands an acaoia,f smooth and f^rav^ 
bending in places, then again yarious other shapes and 
names. At the upper end id an aloove of white marble, 

* The plane-tree was extremelr ooltivated among the Romans upon 
Aoeonnt of its extraordinary shade, and they used to nourish it witt 
wine * instead of wuter, believing (us an ingenious author ' observes) 
* This tree loved that liquor, as well as those who used to drink under 
its shade.' Virgil meutiuns it as m%niUranUm--poUi,fUibu$ nmdros. 
Georg. 4. It was a &vourite tree likewise among the Qreclans: 

AvTop f/Aoi yXvKvs ihrvos {hro irXaroyM fiaBwpvWttf 
Kai vayas ^i\»oifu rov tyyvBew VX*^" ^icoveip, 

Mosoh. IdyL 

TRANSLATION. 

Give me beneath the plane-tree's shade to lie. 
While tinkling fountains sweetly murmur by.' 

jr. 

i It is probable the Acanthus here mentioned is not the same plant 
as that described above ; it is certain at least tiiere were different sorts 
of tliem. It seems to be of the kind which Virgil speaks of in the 1th 
Georgic : 

Aut flezi tacuiaaem vimm Acanthi; 

whatever that was, which Ib by no means dear. The ineenious botaalBt 
mentioned before supposes it to be Brank-urHne, and that Dryden was 
mistaken in translating this passage : 

.... The windhig TraU 
Of Bear's-foot 

For, says he, it is by no means a trailing plant. But there is reason, 
it should seem, to believe the contrary; for it is not very probable 
that Virgil should use the epithet flexu$ in allusion, as this gentle- 
man imagines, to the story of the tile and the basket, which gave the 
fintt hint to tlie inventor of the Oorinthian capital. It is much more 
likely and natural that he should join an epithet to Acanthus, which 
denoted a certain general quality attending it, than any foreign and 
accidental circumstance, especially one so extremely remote. And 
this conjecture seems to be strongly supported by Pliny's calling it 

< PUn. Hist. Nat. * Sir William Temple. 
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shaded with yines and supported by four small Carystian * 
oolnmns. From this semicircular ouach, the water, gosh* 
ing up ihrotigh several little pipes, as though piessed out 
by the weight of the persons who redine themselves upon 
it, falls into a stone mstem underneath, from whence it is 
received into a fine polished marble basin, so skilfully con* 
trived that it is always full without ever overflowing. 
When I sup here, this basin serves as a table, the larger 
sort of dishes being placed round the margin, while the 
smaller ones swim about in the form of vessels and water- 
fowl. Opposite this is a fountain which is incessantly 
emptying and filling, for the water which it throws up to 
a great height, falling back again into it, is by means of 
consecutive apertures returned as fast as it is received. 
Facing the alcove (and reflecting upon it as great an orna- 
ment as it borrovvs from it) stands a summer-house oi 
exquisite marble, the doors of which project and open 
into a green enclosure, while from its upper and lower 
windows the eye falls upon a variety of difierent greens. 
Next to this is a little private closet (which, though it 
teems distinct, may form part of the same room), furnished 
with a oouch, and notwithstanding it has windows on 
every side, yet it enjoys a very agreeable gloom, by means 
of a spreading vine which olimbs to the top, and entirely 
overbhadowH it. Here yon may lie and fancy yourself in 
a wood, with this only diiference, that you are not exposed 
to the weather as you would be theie. Here too a fountain 
rises and instantly disappears — several marble seats are 
set in different places, which are us pleasant as the summer- 
house it>elf after one is tired out with walking. Near each 
seat is a little fountain, and throughout the whole hippo- 
drome several small rills run murmuring along through 
pi][)e.s, wherever the hand of art has thought pioper to 
conduct them, watering here and there different ph>t8 of 
green, and sometimes all parts at once. 1 should have 
ended before now, for fear of beine too chatty, had I not 
proposed in this letter to lead you into every corner of my 

* Thin marble came from Oarystus (now oalled Caristo) in Eubooa, 
an island in the Aiobipelogot whieh hai dnoe changed itf name intc 
NBgmponi, M. 
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houso and gardens. Nor did I apprehend youi thinkinfi 
it a trouble to read the description of a place which I feel 
sure would please jou were vou to see it ; ebpettially as 
yon can stop just when you plea>ie, and by throwing aside 
my letter, sit dovn as it were, and give yourself a rest as 
often as you think propex. Besides, I gave my little 

Eas^ion indulgence, for I have a passion for what I have 
uilt, or finished, mybelf. In a word, (for why should X 
conceal fi om my friend either my deliberate opinion or my 
prejudice V) I look upon it as the first duty of every writer 
t<j frequently glance over his title-page and consider well 
the subject he has proposed to himself; and he may be 
sure, if he dwells on his subject, he cannot justly be thought 
tedious, whereas if, on the contraiy, he introduces and 
drags in anything irrelevant, he will be thought exceed- 
ingly so. Homer, you know, has employed many verses 
in the description of the arms of Achilles, as Virgil has 
also in thobe of Aeneas, yet neither of them is prolix, 
becauj^e they each keep within the limits of their original 
design. Aratus, you observe, is not considered too circum- 
stantial, though he traces and enumerates the minutest 
stars, for he does not go out of his way for that purpose, 
but only follows where his subject leads hiiu. In the 
same way (to compare small thingu with great), so long as, 
in endeavouring to give you an idea of my house, I hava 
not iiitroduted anything irrelevant or superfluous, it is 
not my letter which describes, but my villa which is de- 
scribed, that is to be considered large. But to return to 
where 1 began, lest I should justly be condemned by my 
own law, if I continue longer in this digression, you bee 
now the reasons why I prefer my INiscan villa to these 
which I posbe.'-s at 1 usculum, Tiber, and Praeneste.* Be- 
sides the advantages already mentioned, I enjoy here a 
cozier, more profound and undisturbed retirement than 
anywhere else, as I am at a greater distance from the 
business of the town and the interruption of troublesome 
clients. All is calm and composed ; which circumstances 
contribute no less than its clear air and unclouded sky to 

* Now called Frasoati, Tivoli. and Paldstiina, all of them situated 
io the Oumpttgna di Boma, and at do groa distance from Bom). M, 
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that health of body lind mind I partioularly enjoy in this 

Elace, both of whioh I keep in tali swing by study and 
unting. And indeed there is no place which agrees 
better with my family, at least I am sure I have not yet 
lost one (may the expi-ession be allowed 1 *) of all those I 
brought here with me. And may the gods continue that 
happiness to me, and that honour to my viUa, Farewell. 



LETTER VII. To CAtvisius. 

It is certain the law does not allow a corporate city to 
inherit any estate by will, or to receive a legacy. Satur- 
ninus, howeyer, who has appointed me his heir, had left a 
fourth part of his estate to our corporation of Comnm ; 
afterwards, instead of a fourth part, he bequeathed four 
hundred thousand sesterces.f This beqnest, in the eye of 
the law, is null and void, but. considered as the clear and 
express will of the deceased, ought to stand firm and 
Tatid. Myself, I consider the will of the dead (thoush I 
am afraid what I say will not please the lawyers) of 
higher authority than the law, especially when the 
interest of one's native country is concerned. Ought I, 
who made them a preHent of eleyen hundred thousand 
sesterces | out of my own patrimony, to withhold a bene- 
faction of little more than a thiid pait of that sum out of 
an estate which has come quite by a chanoe into my hands? 
You, who like a true patriot have the same affection for 
this our common country, will agree with me in opinion, I 
feel sure. I wish therefore you would, at the next meet- 
ing of the Decurii, acquaint them, just briefly and respect- 
fully, as to how the law stands in this case, and then add 
that I offer them f »ur hundred thousand sesterces according 
to the directions in Satuminus' will. You will represent 
this donation as Aiff present andAiv liberality; I only claim 
the merit of complying with his request. I did not trouble 
to write to their senate about this, fully relying as I do 
upon our intimate friendship and your wise discretion, and 

* ' ThiB is said in allusion to the idea of Nemesis supposed te 
threaten excessive prosperity.' (Ohuxeh and Bnylribb.) 

t About £3100, X About «86da 

M 
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being quite latisfied that yoa are both able and willing to 
act for me upon this occasion as I would for myself; 
besides, I was afraid I should not seem to have so 
cautiously guarded my expressions in a letter as you will 
be able to du in a speech. The countenance, the gesture, 
and even the tone of voice govern and determine the 
sense of the speaker, whereas a letter, being without these 
advantages, is more liable to malignant mis nterpretation. 
Farewell. 



LETTER Vni. To TrriHius Oawto. 

You urge me to write a history, and you are not the 
only one who so urges. Many of my friends have often 
advised me to do this, and I am quite willing to. Not in any 
confidence of my performance being a success (that would 
be too rashly presuming upon the event of an experiment 
which I have never yet made), but because it is to me a 
peculiarly noble work rescuing from oblivion those who 
deserve immortality, and extending their renown at the 
same time that we advance our own. Nothing, I confess, 
so strongly incites as the love and desire of a lusting name : 
a passion in every way worthy of the human breast, espe- 
cially of a man who, being unconscious in himself of any 
ill-deed, is not afraid of being handed down to posterity. 
It is the continual subject therefore of my thoughts 

* By what right means to niae my grovelling name,' * 

So £Eir suffices my ambition ; what follows is beyond it, 

* And rise by general Yoice to endlees fione.' 

* Yet oh ! ' t However, the first is sufficient, and the writing 
of histoiy is perhaps the only means I can promise myselt 
to acquire it with. For to oi atory and poetry, unless of the 
highest degree of eloquence, little thanks are given, but 
history, in whatever manner executed, is always enter- 
taining. Mankind are naturally inquisitive, and so easDy 

* Virgil, Georg. i. sub init. 

t Part of a verse from the fifth Aeneid, where Menesthoufl, one of 
the coiiipetilora in the naval gf.me8, who was in some danger of being 
iistanoea, exhorts his men tc exert their utmost vigour to prevent 
such a disgrace. iC 
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attracted by bare information of any sort that even idle 

foflsip and stories will delight them. But, besides this, 1 
aye an example in my own family that inclines me to 
engage in a work of this kind ; my nnde and &ther by 
adoption was an historian and a very conscientions one 
too,* and then the philosophers, yon know, recommend us 
to tiead in the steps of our ancestors when they have led 
the way before us, in the right path. Why do I hesitate, 
then ? Well, you see, I have pleaded some very important 
causes, and (although not very sanguine about them) have 
deteimioed to revise my speeches, lest, for want of this 
remaining labour, all the pains they have C08t me should 
be thrown away, and they be buried in oblivion along 
with their author : for, wim respect to posterity, the work 
that was never finished might as well have never been 
begun. • You could revise your pleadings,' you will say, 
* and write a history, at the same time.' I wish I could 
indeed I but they are each such important undertakings 
that either of them separately is abundantly sufficient for 
iny powers. I was not more than nineteen when I first 
appeared at the bar, and yet it is only now at length I 
iindercitand (and that but imperfectly still) what is essen- 
tial to constitute a complete orator. How then shall I be 
able to support the additional weight of a fredi under- 
taking ? History and oratory have, it is true, many points 
in common, yet still more divergencies, just where they 
seem to agree. Narration is common to them both, but 
narration of a distinct kind. The latter contents itself 
with trite, familiar, every-day matters of occurrence, while 
to the former belong questions of deep research, glowing 
and lofty incident — strength and sinew are sufficient in 
ihat^ but vigour, Tichnes8, and flow, are essential to this : 
the excellency of the one consists in its strength and pun- 
gency, that of the other in a diffuseness, suavity, and even 
sweetness, of diction. In short, the words, the emphasis, 
the structure of the periods, are totally different in each. 
For, as Thucvdides observes, it is of great connequence 
whether you have your reward in present, or whether yon 
are still striving for it. The first remark is applicable to 

* Bee book iii letter y. 

M 2 
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oratory, the second to history. For these reasons I am 
not inclined to mix up and confuse together two perform- 
ances of sut-h dissimilar natures, and in this case dififering 
in such highly important respectiE), lest, bewildered by so 
vast an incongruity, I should introduce into the one what 
is only proper to the other. Therefore (to st»euk in our 
language of the bar) I must beg permission that the case 
be adjourned. Meanwhile ju>t think over what especial 
period I ought to take up — shall it be tho8e remote times 
which have been treated of already by others ? In this 
way, indeed, the materials will be ready prepared <o my 
hands, but the collating of tho several historians will be a 
task of great labour. Or shall I only go over new and un- 
trodden ground? Serious risk and scanty requital, this; 
for, in an age so overrun with vice, yuu will find infinitely 
more to condemn than approve of, yet your praise, though 
ever so lavish, will be deemed too sparing, and yoiit 
censure, though ever so cautious, too severe. However, 
this does not at all discourage me, for I have courage 
enough in the cause of truth. I expect you, then, to pre- 
pare the way which you have pointed out to me, ana to 
determine my subject, that when I shall be ready to enter 
upon the task you have assigned me, I may not be delayed 
by some new serious difficulty. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Saturninus. 

Your letter affected me in various ways, containing as it 
did news partly joyous and partly sad. It gave me 
pleasure t<> hear you were detained in town; 'much 
against my own inclination,' you say ; but not in the least 
against mtne^ since you assure me you remain there upon 
my account, and defer the recital of your work till my 
return, for which I am greatly obliged ti> you. But I was 
much ooncemed at that part of your ietter which men- 
tioned the dangerous illness of Julius Valens, though one 
cannot call it sad when one thinks of him ; it must be best 
that he obtain as speedy a release as possible, by death, 
from a complaint of which there is no hope that he can 
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ever be cured. But what you tell me of Ayiiiu; hia 
<^) ^^E on bis return home from bis quaestorsbip, on iKNurd 
Kbip, far away from a brother who was so fond of him, fat 
away from his mother and bis sisters, this is not merely 
sad news, it is very mournful news, lliese things, they 
cannot affect him now, yet they must have aflfeoted bis 
last moments, tbey must affect those friends he has left 
behind. How severe is the reflection that so noble a 
youth should be cut off in his early bloom and snatched 
from those high honours to which his virtues, had they 
been permitted to attain their full maturity, would cer- 
tainly have raised him 1 What a passion he had for 
literature I What a reader be was, and what a writer 
too I But the fruits of his labours are now perished with 
him, and for ever lost to posterity. — Yet why do I indulge 
my sorrow ? which, once unbridled, never wants sufficient 
matter to go on upon. I will end my letter, to end the 
tears as well which yours has drawn from me. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Arkius Antoninus. 

I am never more sensible of the superior excellence of 
your verses than when I try to imitate them. As the 
Land of the painter must always fail when perfect beauty 
sits for the picture, so I labour to catch the graces of my 
original, but still fall short of them. Let me earnestly 
entreat you, then, to continue to supply us with many more 
such excellent models, which every man must wish to 
imitate, but few, perhaps none, will ever be able to equal. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XL To Suetonius Tranquillus. 

It is time you should acquit the promise my verses gave 
to onr common friends, of vour works. The world is 
every day impatiently inquiring after them, and there is 
some danger of their publication being forced upon you 
by legal proceedings. I am backward in publishing, my- 
self, but you quite get the better of even me, in slownesf 
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and procrastination. You must roiiKe yonrself, then, other* 
wise the Beverity of my satire may perhaps extort from 
you what the blandishments of my gentler muse could 
not obtain. Your work is already arrived to that degree 
of perfection that the file can only weaken, nut polish it. 
Allow me then the pleasure of seeing your name in the 
title-page of a book, and suffer the works of my dear Trau- 
i]uillus to be recited and transcribed, to be bought and 
read. It is but fair, and agreeable to our mutual friend- 
ship, that you should give me in retuin the same pleasure 
you receive from me. Farewell. 



LETTER XII. To Oalpurnius Fabatus Qii9 wife'9 

grandfather), 

Y.our letter informs me that you have erected a noble 
public portico,* as a memorial of yourself and your son, 
and that the next day after the ceremony of opening it, 
you engaged to repair and beautify the gates of our city 
at your own charge : thus it is that you i ise from one act 
of munificence to another I I take a part in everything 
that concerns your glory ; which, from the alliance that 
subbists between us, m some degree redounds to mine ; and 
am pleased to see the memory of my father in law handed 
down to posterity by works of such distinguihhed beauty. 
I rejoice, too, at the honour that hereby arises to our native 
province ; and as everything tending to her advantage is 
highly agreeable to me, by whatever hand conferred, so 
particularly when it is by yours. In conclusion I can 
only pray that heaven may continue to cherish in you 

* These porticoes, which were carried to an extreme degree of nuig- 
aificence, served for TariouB uses: sometimes for the assemhiyof the 
senate, sometimes for stands of the most curious merchandize. But 
the general use they were put to was the pleasure of walking in them, 
like the present piazzas in Italy. (Fabric. Desoript. Rom. c. xiii.) Here, 
likewise, works of genius were publicly recited, and the philosophers 
hold their disputations. The famous Poecile Portico, or picture gallery 
at Athens, must have afforded the uohlest scene of this kind imaginable 
to a luver of the imitatiye arts, Polygnotus, Punaenus, and all the neal 
masteis of that refined ap^ having contrihiited to embellish it with the 
flu«jst productions of thuir pencils. Vid. Mbursii Ath. At 1. i. c. y. U 
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this generous spirit, and to grant you many yea/s in 
which to exert it ; fur your bounty, I am well persuaded, 
will not terminate here, but extend itself to farther 
acts of munificence. Generosity, when once set going, 
knows not how to stop ; as, the more familiar we are with 
the lovely form, the more enamoured we become of her 
charms. FarewelL ^ 



LETTER XIII. To Tbrentius Scaubus. 

Having thoughts of publishing a little speech which I 
have composed, I asked certain of my friends, whose judg- 
ment I respect, to its recital, and only a small number of 
these, so as to hear the truth. I have a twofold view in 
these rehearsals ; one was that their anxiety for my suc- 
cess might quicken my endeavours, the other, that those 
errors which partiality to myself concealed from my own 
obversation may be pointed out to me. I succeeded in 
my design, and my friends obliged me very freely with 
their opinions, while I myself marked, besides, several 
passages capable of oorrection. I send yovL the piece, then, 
m its altered form. You will see what the subject is, from 
the title, and for the rest 1 refbr you to the speech, which 
I hope you will so familiarize yourself with as not to find 
an explanatory preface necessary. I should like to hear 
your opinion of it both in general and in detail, for I shall 
eHher bo more wary in suppressing or more resolved upon 
publishing it, according as your judgment shall either way 
iPDline. S'arewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Valerianus. 

Tou desire me to write and tell you (as I promised) 
what success attended Nepos in his accusation oiTuscilius 
Nominatus.* The latter, being brought before the senate, 
pleaded his own cause, though no person appeared to bup« 
port the accusation. On the contrary, the deputies from 
the Yioentini were so far fi-om attempting to prove thcdi 

* See letter It. of thlB book. 
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charge that they favoured his defence. The sum of what 
he urged in his uwn hehalf was : * that it was his courage 
and uot hiH integrity that had failed him ; that he started 
with the intention of pleading the cause, and actually 
came int<» the Henate for that puipotje, but being dis- 
couraged by his fri6n<)s, he withdrew; that they dis- 
Huaded him from persisting in opposing (enpeoially in the 
senate) the inclinationn of a senator, who did not contend 
so much for the fair itself as for his own credit and cha- 
racter; that if he should not delist, he would encounter 
far greater disfavour than in bin former pleading.* (In- 
deed, on that occasion, there were some groans, though 
only from one or two, as he went out.) Me proceeded to 
implore the clemency of the senate with many tears, pru- 
dently endeavouiing through«>ut his whole speech (as he 
is a man of great ability and eloquence) to appear rather 
to sue for prdon than for justice. Afranius Dexter, the 
consul elect, moved for acquitting him ; and the purport 
of his speech was to this e£feot : * that Nominatus would 
have done hotter if he had gone through the cause of the 
Vicentini with the same resolution with which he had 
entered ujpon it : however, since it did not appear he had 
been guilty of this neglect with any fraudulent design, 
and that he had not been convicted of anything which 
merited public animadversion, it was his opinion he ought 
to be acquitted, on condition of his retumitie to the Vi- 
centini whatever gratuity he had received nrom them.' 
This motion was approved by the whole senate with the 
exception of Flavins Asser: his opinion was, that he 
should be suspended from exercising the profession of an 
advocate during five years; and though he could not 
bring any over to his views, yet he obstinately persisted 
in them. He even compelled Dexter, who spoke first on 
the opposite side, to take an oath that he really thought 
the motion he had made was for the benefit of the re- 
public ; agreeably to a law which he produced concerning 
the assembling of the senate. But this, notwithstanding 
it was certainly legal, was opposed by some, who thought 
it a reflection upon Dexter, as if he had been unduly in- 
fluenced in his opinion. But before the votes of the house 
were oolleoted, Nigrinus, a tribune of the people, read a 



Urm 15.] THE LETTEBS OF PLTinr. 169 

▼ery eloquent and imipreflsive remonstrance, in wliioh he 
Btrongly complained that the profession of the law was 
become Tenaf, and that the advocates took money, even to 
betray the cause of their clients ; that they made a shame- 
ful trade of their function : and instead of honour, which 
wa8 formerly their only reward, they now lived upon tho 
spoils of their fellow-citisens, from whom they received 
large and annual salaries. He gave the senate a summary 
account of the laws which had been made upon this siil>- 
ject, and reminded them likewise of their own decrees to 
the same purpose ; he concluded with observing, that since 
both the authority of the laws and of the senate had been 
ountemned, it was highly necessary to petition the emperor 
that he would be pleased himself to interpoRC, and provide 
some remedy against so great an evil. Ac'X)rdingly, a few 
da3's after, an edict was published, drawn up with a proper 
admixture of mildness and severity; for which I refer you 
to the public register.* I cannot but congratulate mvheli 
upon this occasion that, in all the cases m lyhich I have 
been concerned, I never made anv bargain, or received 
any fee, reward, or even present wnatsoever. One ought, 
no doubt, to avoid whatever is mean and unworthy, not so 
much because it is illegal as because it is dishonounible. 
But still there U great satisfaction in finding the legin- 
latnre levelling its prohibitions against a practice which 
one never suffered oneself to follow. The credit indeed 
of my conduct may, or rather most certainly will, be con- 
siderably eclipsed, when this practice shsdl universally 
frevail by compulsion, which I always pursued by choice, 
n the mean time, however, I enjoy the pleasure of my 
friends* jokes, some telling me I certainly foresaw tliia 
edict, and others that it is an effectual check to my avarice 
and extortion. Farewell. 



LETTER XV. To Pontius. 

I had gone down to Comum when I heard that Comutus 
TertuUus had accepted the snrveyorsbip| of the Aemilian 

* See book vit letter xxxiii. p. 2S9, note. 

^ This waa an office of great dignity among tlir Bomans. and nsoallj 
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Way. This news was inexpressibly agreeable to nie, both 
upon his account and my own : upon his, because, although 
ambition ought to be (as it certainly is) far removed from 
his heart, yet it cannot but be acceptable to him to receiye 
80 great an honour without seeking it ; upon mine, because 
it heiglitenii tbe satisfaction which results from my own 
office,* to see such a man as Oornutus appointed to one of 
the same nature ; for to be placed in the same rank wilhi 
the good is a pleasure equal to being honoured with the 
highest dignities. And where indeed is there a better or 
more upright man than Comutus, or whose conduct is a 
more expieiss model of ancient manners? In this I do not 
found my judgment upon fame, which however, with great 
justice, speaks of him in the very highest terms ; but upon 
long and thorough experience. We have ever been joined 
in uie sume friendships with the most shining characters 
of either sex, which this age has produced : a union IJiat 
cemented our mutual amity. To these private ties were 
added those of a more public nature : he was my colleague 
in the treasury; as well as in the consulship, and in both 
offices I conld not have had a fellow-worker more entirely 
after my own heart. These were opportunities of gaining a 
thorough insight into his character. I followed him there- 
fore as a guide and revered him as a parent, not so much 
upon account of his age as his merit. Accordingly I con- 
gratulate myself quite as much as I do him, and upon a 
public as well as a private consideration, since virtue is 
now no longer, as formerly,! exposed to the most cruel 

oonferred upon those who had been oonBuls. Thus Ofteaar is mentioned 
by Plutarch as suryeynr of the Appian Way. These roads extended 
to a great distiince from the city on all sides, the most noble of which 
was the Appian, computed to reach three hundred and fifty miles. 
Mr. Wriglitf in his travels, speaking of this road, obseryes that. 
* though it be much broken in several places, and traYelling over it 
very ^d, in others it is wonderfully well preserved, notwitl^tanding 
it lie computed near two thousund years Ad, They are paved with 
such liaid stones that they are rather polished than worn, and so well 
joined ti>at in some places the whole breadth of the way seems one 
entire piece.' M, 

* It appears by some ancient inscriptions still remsining that Pliny 
was surveyor of the River Tiber acd its banks, to which office it ia 
probable he here alludes. M, 

t Alluding to the times of Nero and Domitian. if. 
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dangers, V^it advanoed to the noblest dignities. But if I 
were fo indulge the joy I feel upon this occasion, I should 
never have finished this letter. Let me turn then to an 
account of what I was doing when jour messenger arrived. 
Tie found me with my wife's grandfather and aunt, together 
with several other friends, whose company I had not en- 
joyed for a considerable time: I was going round my 
grounds, hearing the complaints of the farmers, running 
over their tedious accounts, and had before me writings and 
letters far different from those to which my inclination 
early devoted me ; in a word, I was preparing to return t.o 
Rome. For I have obtained but a short leave of absence ; 
and indeed the news of this office being conferred on 
ComntuB reminds me to hasten to the duties of my own. 
I hope your favourite Campania will resign you about the 
same time, so th^it when I return to Rome, not a day may 
be lost to our social intercourse. Farewell. 



LETTER XVI. To Marcblunus. 

I write this to you in the deepest sorrow : the youngest 
laughter of m}' friend Fundanus is dead I I have never 
seen a more cheerful and more loveable eirl, or one who 
better deserved to have enjoyed a long, I had almost said 
an immortal, life I She was scarcely fourteen, and yet 
there was in her a wisdom far beyond her years, a matronly 
gravity united with giilish sweetness and virgin bashful- 
ness. With what an endearing fondness did she hang on 
her father's neck ! How affectionately and modestly she 
used to gre^t us his friends I With what a tender and 
deferential regard she used to treat her nurses, tutors, 
teachers, each in their respective offices I What an eager, 
industrious, intelligent, reader she was I She took few 
amusements, and those with caution. How self controlled, 
how patient, how brave, she was, under her last illness f 
She complied with all the directions of her physicians ; she 
9poke clieerful, oomfoi-ting words to her sister and her 
father ; and when all her bodily btrength was exhausted, 
the vigour of her mind sustained her. That indeed con- 
tinued even to her last moments, unbroken by the pain of 
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a l«ing illness, or the terrors of approaching death ; and it 
i a reflection which makes us miss her, and grieve that 
she has gone from us, the more. melancholy, untimely, 
loss, too truly I She was engaged to an excellent young 
man ; the wedding-day was fixed, and we were all invited. 
JiosL-Qsa joy has heen turned into sorrow I I cannot 
express in words the inward pain I felt when I heard 
Fundanus himself (an grief is ever finding out fiebh cir- 
cumstances to aggravate its affliction) ordenng the money 
he had intended laying out upon clothes, pearls, and jewels 
fur her marriage, to he employed in frankincense, oint- 
ments, and peifumes for her funeral. He is a man of great 
learning and good sense, who has applied himself from his 
earliest youth to the deeper studies and the fine arts, hut 
all the maxims of fortitude which he has received from 
books, or advanced himself, he now absolutely rejects, and 
every other virtue of his heart gives place to all a pai-ent's 
tenderness. You will excune, you will even approve, his 
grief, when you consider what he has lost. He has lost a 
daughter who resembled him in his manners, as well as 
his person, and exactly copied out all her father. So, if 
you should think pr«'per to write to him upon the subject 
of so reasonable a grief, let me remind you not to use the 
rougher arguments of consolation, and such as seem to carry 
a sort of reproof with them, but those of kind and sympa- 
thizing humanity. Time will render him more open to 
the dictates of reason : for as a fresh wound shrinks back 
from the hand of the surgeon, but by degrees submits to, 
and even seeks of its own accord the means of its cure, so a 
mind under the first impression of a misfoi'tune shuns and 
rejects all consolations, but at length desires and is lulled 
by their gentle application. Farewell. 



LETTER XVII. To Spdbinna. 

Knowing, as I do, how much you admire the polite arts, 
and what satisfaction you take in seeing young men of 
quality pursue the steps of their ancestors, I seize this 
earliest opportunity of informing you that I went to-day 
to hear Calpumius Piso read a beautiful and scholarly pro> 
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duction of his, entitled the Sports of Love. His mimberBi 
which were elegiao, wei-e tender, sweet, and flowing, at the 
same time that they'occasionaliy rose to all the sublimity 
of diction which the nature of his Rubject required. He 
Taried his style from the lofty to the simple, from the 
close to the copious, from the grave to the florid, with 
equal genius ana judgment. These beauties were fui-thei 
n)commended by a most harmonious voice ; which a very 
becoming modesty rendered still more pleasing. A con- 
fusion and concern in the countenance of a speaker im- 
parts a grace to all he utters ; for diffidence, I know not 
how, is infinitely more engaging than assurance and self- 
sufficiency. I might mention several other circiimKtances 
to his advantage, which I am the more inclined to point 
out, as they are exceedingly striking in one of his age, and 
are most uncommon in a youth of his quality : but not to 
enter into a farther detail of his merit, I will only add 
that, when he had finisiied bis poem, I embraced him very 
heartily, and being persuaded that nothing is a greater 
encouragement than applause, I exhorted him to eo on as 
he had begun, and to sbine out to posterity with the same 
glorious lustre, which was reflected upon him frtim his an- 
cewtors. I congratulated his excellent mother, and particu- 
larly his brother, who gained as much honour by the 
generous affection he manifested upon this occasion as 
Calpuruius did by his eh^uence ; so remarkable a solici- 
tude he showed for him when he began to recite his poem, 
and so much pleasure in his success. May the gods grant 
me frequent occasions of giving you accounts of this 
nature I fur I have a partiality to the age in which I 
live, and should rejoice to find it not barren of merit. I 
ardently wish, therefore, our young men of quality would 
have something else to show of honourable memorial in 
their houses than the images * of their ancestors. As for 
those which are placed in the mansion of these excellent 
youths, I now figure them to myself as silently applauding 

* None had the right of using femily pictures or statues bat those 
whose ancestors or themselves had home some of the highest dignities. 
Bo that the Ju$ imaainU was much the same tiling amone the Bomani 
M iho right of bearmg a coat of arms among ui. Ken. Antiq. JC 



174 THE LETTEB8 OF FLINT. [Boos & 

and encouraging their puisuita, and (what is a snffioient 
degree of honour to both brothers) as recognizing theb 
kindred. Farewell. 



LETTER XVni. To Mackr. 

All is well with me, since it is so with 3'ou. You ha\6 
your wife and son with you, and are enjoying the sea, the 
green fields, the running streams, and the elegancies of a 
most charming villa: for so I judge it to be, since he* 
who was most happy ere fortune had raised him to what 
is generally esteemed the highest point of human felicity 
chose it fur the place of his retii-ement. As for myself, I 
am employed at my l\iscan villa in hunting and studving, 
sometimes alternately, and sometimes both together ; f but 
I am not yet able to determine in which of those pursuits it 
is most di£Qcult to succeed. Farewell. 



LETTER XIX. To Paulinos. 

As I know the humanity with which you treat your 
own servants, I have less reserve in confessing to you the 
indulgence I shew to mine. I have ever in my mind that 
line of Homer's — 

* Who swayed his people with a father's lo?e ': } 

and this expression of ours, * father of a family.' But were 
I harsher and harder than I really am by nature, the ill state 
of health of my freedman Zosimus (who has the stronger 
claim upon my tenderness, in that he now stands in more 
especial need of it) would be sufiQcient to soften me. He 
is a good, honest fellow, attentive in his services, and well- 

* It is supposed by some commeDtators that Pliny alludes here to 
Neiva, who. being suspected by Doroitian, was ordered by that emper<y 
to retire to Tarentum, where, without any views of reigning he qnietlf 
sat down in the enjoyment of a private lifa if. 

t See book L letter vi. and the note there. 

i Ody8s.LY. U. 
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read ; but his chief talent, and indeed his distingniBhing 
qualification, is that of a comedian, in which he highly 
excels. His pronunciation is distinct, correct in emphasis, 
pure, and graceful : he has a very skilled touch, too, upon 
the lyre, and performs with bott-er execution than in neces* 
sary for one of his profession. To this I must add, he 
reads history, oratory, and poetry, as well as if these had 
been the sole objects of his study. I am the more par- 
ticular in enumerating hU qualifications, to let you see 
how many agreeable services I receive from this one 
Fcrvant alone. He is indeed endeared to me by the ties of 
a long affection, which are strengthened by the danger he 
is now in. For nature has so formed our hearts that 
nothing contributes more to incite and kindle affection 
than the fear of losing the object of it : a fear which I 
have suffered more than once on his account. Some yeais 
ago he strained himself so much by too strong an exertion 
of his voice that he spit blood, upon which account I sent 
him into Egypt ; * from whence, after a long absence, he 
lately returned with great benefit to his health. But 
.having again exerted himself for several days together 
beyond his strength, he was reminded of his former maladv 
by a slight return of his cough, and a spirting of blood. 
For this reason I intend to send him to your farm at 
Forum-Julii,f having frequently heard you mention it as 
a healthy air, and recommend the milk of that place as 
very salutary in disorders of this nature. I bog you 
would give directions to your people to receive him into 
your house, and to supply him with whatever he may 
have occ%4ion for: which will not be much, for he is so 
sparing' <ftnd abstemious as not only to abstain from deli- 
cacies, but even to deny himself the necessaries his ill 
state of health requires. I shall furnish him towards his 
journey with what will be sufficient for one of his mode- 
rate requirements, who is coming under your roof. Fare- 
well. 

* The Boman physiciaDs used to send thoir patients in ooDSOxptiTC 
oases into Bgypt, particularly to Alexandria, it, 
t Frejiis, in Proyenoe, the soatheni part of Fiaaoe. K. 
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LETTEB XX. To Ursus. 

Soon after the BithynianB had gone through with theiz 
prosecution of Julius cassu^, they hIso impeached their lata 

f;oYemor Kufus Varenus : who only just before Lad been 
and that too at their own request) app anted counsel for 
them against Bassus. Being introduced into the senate, 
they petitioned that an enquiry might be made into his 
conduct. Varenus, on the other hand, begged all proceed- 
ings might be stayed till he could send for the witnesses 
necessary to his defence; but this being opposed by the 
Bitliynians, that point was debated. I was counsel (and no 
unsuccessful one) for Varenus ; but whether a good one or 
not, you will judge when you read my speech. I'here is 
a gieat deal of chance in the pleadings on either hide: 
readiness, voice, gebture, even the circumstance of time 
itself ; in a word, the general disposition of the senate, as 
it is either favourable or adverse to the accused, all con- 
spire to influence or diminnji the success. But a speech 
read in a book has nothing to f* ar or hope from favour or 

£rejudice, from lucky or unlucky accidents. Fonteius 
[agius, one of the Bithyniuns, replied to me with many 
words and little matter. It is the same way with many 
of the Greek orators, just as with himself, volubility is 
mistaken for copiousness, and thoy overwhelm you in one 
breath with a torrent, so to speak, of cold and lengthy 
periods.* Julius Oandidus used to say, in his elegant way, 
that ' eloquence is one thing, loquacity another.' Moqnence 
indeed is the privilege of very few; or rather, if we 
believe Marcus Anton ius, of none:t but thut faculty 

* This verbose and turgid style, which Pliny here condemns, Petronius 
likewise mentions with e()iial contempt, and represents it as having first 
begun to infect the purity of Attic eloquence about his time. These 
false species of oratory spread to Athens from Asia, where the swelling 
and highly figurative style has prevailed, from the earliest accounts wa 
have of those people, to this day. Vid. Petron. Satir. sub init. M. 

t The great masters among the ancients, in eloquence, as well as 
those in all ti.e other fiue arts, heated their imaginations with a cer 
taiu ideal perfection, which as they could not explain in what it consisted, 
■o neither, they owned, could they reach in their respective works. But 
however notional this supreme beauty, this ro wplvop and tUoorumt as 
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irhioh Candidiis calls loqwicUtf^ is oommon to ntimborK, 
and i^enetaliy attends impadenoe. The next day Homultis 
spoke for Varenas with great skill, force, and elegance ; 
to whom Ni grin as made a very concise, but pertinent and 
graceful, reply. It was the opinion of Adlius BnfUs, the 
consul elect, that the Bithynians should be permitteid io 
present their information ; but he took no notice of the 
petition of Varenus; which was only another wny of 
putting his negative upon it. Cornelius Piiscus, formerly 
consul, was for gi anting the requests of both parties : and 
his opinion prevailed. Thus we gained our point; and 
though we had not the authority either of law or tisage 
on our side, yet certainly the thing we insisted upon wai4 
perfectly equitable. Why so, I will not go into here, thai 
^ou may be more impatient to turn to my speech. For if 
it be true, as Homor sings, that 

. . . . ' Novel lays nttract our rayisli'd ears ; 
Bat old, the mind with inattention hean.' * 

I must not suffer the intemperate lomuieUy of my letter to 
despoil mv speech of its principal flower, by robbinff it of 
that novelty which is, indeed, its chief recommen£ttion.' 
Farewell. 



LETTER XXI. To Bopus. 

I went into the Julianf court to hear those lawyers to 
whom, according to the last adjournment, I was to reply. 

it was called, might be, yet it was productiye of very real and tnbBtaii- 
tial excellencies ; and while the geninaes of the several artiste wefe 
stretching after this flying form, they reached tliOde glorious produo- 
tions that have been the admired models to all succeeding ages. Agree- 
ahW to this high enthusiasm, Marcus Antonius, who b«irs a part in 
Tully's dialogue entitled ' The Orator,' says that in his earlier yean ho 
published a treatise upon that subject, wherein he asserted that, thongli 
he bad known some few indeed who deserved to be csallcd orators, in 
the popular sense of that word, yet he had met with none who Dad 
ever amved at true eHoquenee (Vid. Tull. de Orat. lib. 1.), and to that> 
treatise Pliny, it is probable, here alludes. M, 

* Pope's Odrss. book 1. ▼. 446. 

t A court of justice erected by Julias Caesar in the Ibrum, and opp»> 
site to the basilica Aemilk. 
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The judges had taken their seats, the deoemviri * were 
lurived, the eyes of the audience were fixed upon the 
counsel, and all was hushed silence and expeotation, when 
a messenger arrived from the piuetor, and the Hundred 
are at once dismissed and the case postponed; an acci- 
dent extremely agreeable to me, who am never so well 
prepared but that I am glad of gaining further time. 
The occasion of the court's rising thus abruptly was a 
short ediot cf Nepos, the praetor for criminal causes, in 
which he directed all persons concerned as plaintiff or 
defendants in any cause before him to take notice that he 
designed stiictly to put in force the decree of the senate 
annexed to his edict Which decree was expressed in the 
following words : all persons whosoevbr that iiavb any 

LAW-SUirS DKPENDINQ ARE HEREBY REQUIRBD AND COMMANDED, 
BIcrORK ANY PROCEBI>INQS BE HAD THBREON, TO TAKE AN OATH 
THAT THEY HAVE NOF GIVEN, PROMISED, OR ENOAOED TO GIVE, 
ANY FEE OR RKWAKD TO ANY ADVOCATE, UPON ACCOUNT OF HIS 

UNER TAiUNG THEIR CAUSE. In thesc tcnus, and manv others 
equally full and expi-ess, the lawyers were prohibited to 
make their profesiiion venal. However, after the case is 
decided, they are permitted to accept a gratuity of ten 
tiiousaiid i^esterces.t The praetor for civil causes, being 
alarmed at this order of hepos, gave us this unexpected 
holiday in order to take time to consider whether he should 
follow the example. Meanwhile the wh<ile town is talking, 
and either approving or condemning this edict of Nepos. 
We hatfe got then at last (say the latter with a sneer) a 
redresBor of abuaea. But pray was there never a praetor 
before thU man f Who is he then who seta up in this vtay for a 
publio reformer f Others, on the contrary, say, * He has 
done perfectly right upon his entry into office ; he has 
paid obedience to the laws ; considered the decrees of the 
senate, repressed most indecent contracts, and will not 
suffer the most honourable of all profes<iions to be debased 

* The decemyiri seem to have been znagistratdM f(ir the adminiBtra- 
tion of juBtioe, Bubordinate to the praetors, who (to give the Baalish 
reader a general notion of their office) may be termed lorda chief justioefi, 
as tlie judges here mentioned were something in the nature of ou( 
{urie;?. V. 

" About £80. 
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into a sordid lucre traffic' This is what one hears all 
ai-ound one ; but which side may prevail, the event will 
shew. It is the usual method of the world (though a very 
unequitable rule of estimation) to pronounce an action 
either right or wrone, acoiording as it is attended with 
good or ill success; in consequence of which you may 
hoar the very same conduct attributed to zeal or foll^, to 
liberty or licentiousness^ upon different several occasions. 
FarewdL 
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BOOK VI. 



LBTTEB I. To Tibo, 

I DID not miss you so much while yoa were in the oonntry 
of the Pioeni,* and I on the other side the Po,! as I find I 
do now that I am returned to Borne. Whether it be that 
the eoenoH wliere we used to assooiate remind me of you 
more keenly, or that the nearer we ara to a. friend, the 
more impatient we grow under the separation (our desires 
for a favouiite object rising in propoi*tion to our nearer 
approach towardd it), I know not. But whatever the 
reason may be, do free me from my uneasiness. Gome to 
ine, or else I shall go back again into the country (whioh I 
left too quickly), were it only to make the experiment 
whether, on not finding me at Home, you will write to me 
in the same sort of way. Farewell. 



LETTEB II. To Arrianus. 

Sometimes I miss Begulus in our oourts. I cannot say I 
deplore his loss. The man, it must be owned, highly re- 
spected his profession, grew pale wilh study and anxiety 
over it, and Ubod to write out his speeches though he oould 
not get them by heart There was a practice he had of 
painting round liis right or left. eye,t aud wearing a white 
patohS over one side or the other of nis forehead, according 

* Ancona. 

t At Comum. 

{ This silly piece of superstition ueems to Lave been peculiar to 
Regulus, and not of any general practice ; at least it is a custom oi 
whioh we find no other mention in antiquity. M. 

{ * We gather from Bfartial that the wearing of these was not an 
unusual practice with fops and dandies. See Epig. il. 29, in which he 
ridicules a certain Bufns, and hints that if you were to strip off the 
** splenia" ' (plaatertf) ' from his face, you would find out that he was a 
Wanded runaway slave.' (Ohuroh and Biodribb.) 
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AS he was to plead either for the plaintiff or defendant ; of 
oonsnltine the Boothsayers upon the insne of an aotion ; 
still, all tnis exce^flive superstition was really due to h)4 
extreme eameHtness in his p* ofession. And it was accepir 
able enough being oonoemed in the same oanse with hun, 
as he always obtained full indulgence in point of time, and 
never failed to set an audienoe together ; for what could 
be more oonvenient than, under the protection of a liberty 
which you did not ask yourself, and all the odium of the 
arrangement resting with another, and before an audience 
which you had not the trouble of ooUecting, to speak on at 
vour ease, and as long as yon thought proper ? KoTerthe- 
less Begulus did well in departing this life, though he 
would have done much better had he made his exit 
sooner. He might reallv have lived now without l^ny 
dangler to the public, in the reign of a prince under whom 
he would have had no opportunity of doing any harm. I 
need not scruple therefore, I think, to say I sometimes 
miss him : for since his death the custom has prevailed of 
not allowing, nor indeed of asking more than an hour or 
two to plead in, and sometimes not above half that time. 
The truth is, our advocates take more pleasure in finishing 
a cause than in defending it; and our judges had rather 
riKO from the bench than sit upon it: sucm is their in- 
dolence, and such their indifference to the honour of elo- 
quence and the interest of justice ! But are we wiser than 
our ancestors? are we more equitable than the laws which 
grant so many hours and days and adjournments to a 
case? were our forefathers slow of apprehension, and dull 
beyond measure? and are we clearer of speech, quicker in 
our conceptions, or more scrupulous in our decisions, be- 
cause we get over our causes in fewer hours than they 
took days? O Begulus 1 it was bv zeal in your profession 
that you secured an advantage which is but rarely given 
to the highest integiity. As for myself, whenever I sit 
upon the bench (which is much oftener than I appear at 
the bar), 1 always give the advocates as much time as they 
require : for I look upon it as highlv presuming to pre- 
tend to guess, before a case is heard, what time it will 
require, and to set limits to an affair before one is ac- 
quainted with its extent ; especially as the first and most 
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Mtored duty of a judge is patienoe, which oonstitates aa 
important part of justice. JBut this, it is objected, would 
give an opening to much superflaous matter: I g^rant it 
uiay ; yet is it not better to hear too much than nut to 
hear enough ? Besidea, how shall you know that what an 
advocate has farther to offer will be superfluous, until you 
have heard him.? But this, and many other public abuses, 
will be best reserved for a conversation when we meet; for 
I know your affection to the commonwealth inclines you 
to wish that some means might l)e found out to check at 
least those grievances, which would now be very difficult 
absolutely to remove. But to return to affairs of private 
concern: I hope all goes well in your family; mine remains 
in its usual situation. The good which I enjoy grows more 
acceptable to me by its continuance ; as habit renders me 
less sensible of the evils I suffer. Farewell. 



LETTEB III. To Vbbus. 

I am much obliged to you for undertaking the care of 
that little farm I gave to my nui^se.* It was worth, when 
I made her a present of it, an hundred thousand sesterces,! 
but the crops having since failed, it haJa sunk in its value : 
however, it will thrive again, I don t doubt, under your 
good management. But what I recommend to your atten- 
tion is not so much the land itself (which yet I by no 
means except) as the interest of my particular benefaction ; 
for it is not more her concern tlian mine to render it as 
advantageous as possible. Farewell. 

* * The nmses of the aucients were looked upon as a kind of seoond 
parent, and treated accordingly. In the early age of Homer, we find 
EuiYclea, the nurse of Ulysses, represented as a wonian of remarkable 
prudence, she bears a oonsideraole part in the Odyssey, and her 
name always appears to advantage. Virgil, again, has lestowed an 
eternal monument upon the nurse of Aeneas ; he begins his sevectk 
book to her memory.' (Orrery.) 

t About £780. 
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LBTTBB IV. To Oalpurnia « 

NoTer was biudness more disagreeable to me than when 
it prevented me not only from accompanying yon when 
Ton went into Oampaniaf for yonr health, but m>m follow- 
ing yon there soon after; for I want particularly to be 
with you now, that I may learn from my own eyes whether 
you are growing stronger and stouter, and whether the 
tranquillity, the amusements, and plenty of that charming 
country really agree with you. Were you in perfect 
health, yet I could ill support your absence; for even a 
moment's uncertainty of the welfare of those we Ifenderly'^ 
love causes a feeling of suspense and anxiety: but now 
your sickness conspires with your absence to trouble me 
grievously with vague and various anxieties. I dread 
everything, fancy everything, and, as is natural to those who 
fear, conjure up the veiy that things I most dread. Let 
me the more earnestly entreat you then t45 think of my 
anxiety, and writ^fco me every day, and even twice a day : X 
shall be more easy, at least while I am reading your letters, 
though when I have read them, I shall immediately feel 
my fears again. Farewell. 



LETTER V. To Ursus. 

I told you in a foimer } letter thatYarenus had obtained 
leave of the senate to send for his witnesses. This was 
thought by many extremely equitable, though some others, 
with much obstinacy, maintained the contrary; particu- 
larly Lioinins Nepos, who at the following assembly of the 
senate, when the house was upon other business, bronght 
up this matter again after it had been settled, and made 
a long speech upon the last decree. He concluded with 

♦ His wife. 

t Where Fabatas, Galpurnia's grandfather, had a yilla. This de- 
lightful country is celebratid by almost every classic author, and eTeiy 
modem traveller, for tiie fertilibr of its soil, the beauty of its landscape, 
and temperature of its air. * Nihil moUiu$ eado* says Flcrus. 'jiimI 
mberius tolo ; dem'qu€ hUJhHbui vemai* L. i. 16. if. 

I Book ▼. letter xx. 
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moving that the consuls might he desired to put the ques- 
tion whether it should please the senate fur the future 
that, as in prosecutions founded upon the law concerning 
bribery ana corruption, io in that relating to extortion, a 
clause should be added empowering the defendant, as well 
as the informer, to summon and examine witnesses. This 
speech of his dinpleas^d some of us, as peculiarly ill-timed : 
it seemed strange that Nejpos should let slip the proper 
opportunity of animadverting upon the decree, when it 
was under the consideration of the senate; and raise ob- 
jections to a decision after it had been determined, and 
which he might have opposed when it was in dehute. Ju- 
bentius Celsus, the praetor, very warmly reproved him in a 
long speech, for presuming to correct the senate. Nepos 
answered him; Celsus replied; and neither of them was 
sparing of his reflections on the other. — But I forbear to 
repeat what I could not hear vrithout regret: and am 
therefore so much the more displeased with some members 
of the senate, who ran from Nepos to Oelsus, as one or the 
other was speaking, with the illiberal plea>ure of listening 
to their mutual invectives; sometimes encouraging the' 
one, sometimes the other ; immediately afterwai ds seeming 
to reconcile them, and then again animating them to the 
attack, while frequently praying Caesar to be propitious to 
both, as though they had been present at some ludicrous 
public spectacle. And I could not observe without great 
concern that they were mutually informed what each in- 
tended to ur^e against the other; for Celsus replied to 
Nepos out of his memorandum book, as Nepos did to 
Celsus, from his notes. Such was the indiscretion of their 
fiiends that the two disputants knew each other's argu- 
ments in turn, just as if they had agreed upon them before- 
hand. Farewell. 



LETTER VI. To Fundanus. 

I never wished to Fee you in Home more urgently than I 
do just now, and I entreat you therefore to come up here : 
for I want a friend to share with me in the labour and 
anxiety of an affair in which 1 am very warmly interested. 
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Julius Naso is a candidate for a post of honour : he has 
many oompetitors, and some of them of great merit ; u|ton 
which account, as his success will be the more glorious, 

00 it will be more difficult to secure. I am much divided 
between hope and fear, and the anxiety I feel upon this 
occasion is ko great that I almost forget I am of con- 
sular rank, and fancy I have the whole field of dignities 
to run over again. This seal is justly due to Naso, in 
return for his long affection for me. llie friendship which 

1 have for him did not, it is true, descend to him by in- 
heritance, for his father and I wei-e at too great a distance 
in point of ase to adtnit of any intimacy Mtween us ; yet 
from my earliest youth I was taught to look up to the 
latter with the highest veneration. He was not only an 
admirer of the polite arts, but the patron of all who culti- 
vated them, aud used to go almost every day to hear Quinc- 
tilian and Nicetes, to whom I was at that time a disciple. 
He was, in short, a man of great worth and eminence, and 
one whose memory ought extremely to facilitate his son's 
advancement. But there are numbers in the senate who 
never knew his fiither ; and thoui^h there are many, too, 
who were well acquainted with him, yet they are chiefly 
those who never extend their regards beyond the living. 
For this i-eason Naso, without relying upon the character 
of his father, which is likely to prove of more honour than 
service to him. must exert his utoiost endeavours to recom- 
mend himself by his own merit ; and, indeed, his conduct 
has ever been as guarded as if he had governed it with a 
particular view to the present occa»'ion. He has acquired 
many friendships, and cultivated them with strict fidelity ; 
and particularly singled me out for the object of his affec- 
tion and imitation, from the firat moment he was capable 
of forming any judgment of the world. Whenever I 
plead, lie anxiously attends me, aud is always of the party 
when I recite ; as hn is ever the first to enquire after my 
works as soon as they first appear. His brother had the 
same attachment to me. — But he has lately lost that ex- 
cellent brother I and it shall be my pni-t to supply hid 
place. It is with grief I reflect upon the immature death 
of the one, as I lament that the other should be deprived 
of the assistance of so valuable a relation, and left, to 
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depend entirely npon friends. For which reasons I insist 
upon your coming and joining your interest with mine. It 
will be of singular advantage to the cause in which I am 
embarked if you shew yourself, and aooompany me ; and 
such, I know, is your credit and influence mat I am per- 
suaded your doing so will render my applications more 
effectual, even with ray own friends themselves. Break 
through, then, all obstacles that may lie in your way. My 
circumstances, my friendship, and my position, require 
this. I have undertaken to support Naso s interest, and it 
is well known that I do so ; the pursuit and the risk there- 
fore is become my own. In a word, if he obtains this 
post, all the honour will be his ; but if he be rejected, the 
failure will be mine. Farewell. 



LETTER VIL To Oalpurnii. 

Tou kindly tell me my absence very sentiibly affects 
you, and that your only consolation is in conversing with 
my works, which you frequently substitute in my stead, 
I am glad that you miss me ; I am glad that you find some 
rest in these alleviations. In return, I read over your 
letters again and again, and am continually takine them 
up as if I had juHt received them ; but, alas 1 this only stirs 
in me a keener lunging for you ; for how sweet must her 
conversation be whose letters have so many charms ? Let 
me receive, them, however, as often as possible, notwith- 
standing there is still a mixture of pain in the pleasure 
they afford me. Farewell. 



LETTER Vm. To Priscus. 

Tou know Attilius Oresoens, and you love him ; whc 
is there, indeed, of any rank or worth, that does not? Foi 
myself, I profess to have a fiiendship for him far exceeding 
ordinary attachments of the world. Our native towns are 
separated only by a day's journey ; and we got to cai-e foi 
each other when we were very young; the season for 
passionate friendships. Ours improved by years ; and sg 
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far from being chilled, it was confirmed by our riper judg- 
ments, as those who know ns bettt can witne>s. He takes 
pleasure in boastins everywhere of my friendnhip ; as 1 
do to let the world Inow that his reputation, his ease, and 
his interest are my peculiar concern. InHomuch that upon 
his expressing to me some apprehension of insolent treat- 
ment from a certain person who was entering upon the 
tribnneship of the people, I could not forbear answering, 

' Long as Achilles breathes this vital air. 
To touch thy head no impious hand shall dare.' * 

Wha\ is my object in telling yon these things ? Why, to 
shew you that I look upon every injury offerod to Attilius 
as done to myself. ' But what is the object of all this ? ' 
you repeat. You must know then, Valerius Varus, at his 
death, owed Attilius a sum of money. Though I am on 
friends terms with Maximus, his heir, yet there is a closer 
friendship between him and you. I b^ therefore, and 
entreat you bv the affection you have for me. to take care 
that Attilius is not only paia the capitiil which is due to 
him, but all the long arrears of interest too. He neith* r 
covets the pioperty of others nor neglects the care of his 
own ; and as he is not engaged in any lucrative profes- 
sion, he has nothing to depend upon but his own frugality : 
for as to literature, in which he greatly distinguiuhes him- 
Golf, he pursues this merely from motives of pleasure and 
ambition. In such a situation, the slightest los;* presses 
hard upon a man, and the more so because be has no 
opportunities of repairing any injury done to his fortnne. 
Kemove then, I entreat you, our uneasiness, and suffer me 
still to enjoy the pleasure of his wit and bonhommie; for 
I canliot bear to see the cheerfulness of my friend over- 
clouded, whose mirth and good-humour dissipates every 
gloom of melancholy in myself. In short, you know what 
a pleasant entertaining fellow he is, and I hope you will 
not suffer any injury to engloom and embitter his dispobi- 
tion. You may judge by the warmth of his affection how 
severe his resentments would prove ; for a g;enerous and 
great mind can ill brook an injury when coupled with 

• Horn. n. Ub. i. T. 88. 



188 THE LBTTBBS DF PLQIT. [Book 6 

OGntempt But though he oould pass it over, yet cannot 
I : on the contrary, I shall regard it a«i a wrong and indig- 
nity dune to myself, and resent it as one offered to my 
friend ; that is, with double warmth. But, after all, why 
this air of threatening? rather let me end in the same 
style ill which T began, namely, by begging, entreating you 
80 to act in this affair that neither Attilius may have reason 
to imagine (which I am exceedingly anxious he should not) 
that I neglect his intert- st, nor that I may have oooasion to 
charge you with careleHsness of mine : as undoubtedly I 
shall nt>t if you have the same regard for the latter as 
I have fur the former. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Taoitos. 

When you recommend Julius Naso to me respecting the 
office fur which he is a candidate,* you are but recommend- 
ing lue to uiyHclf. However, I let it pass and forgive you, 
for I Hhould have done the same had you been at Rome, 
and I absent. The tender anxiety of friendship is apt to 
imagine t:very circumstance to be material. Nevertheless, 
I adviho you to address youi'self to others, and be assured 
I will take a full share with you in all your applications 
in this atfair, and support ^ou with my best and warmest 
endeavours. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Albinus. 

I was lately at Alsium,! where my mother-in-law has a 
villa which once belonged to Yerginiiis Rufus.} The place 
renewed in my mind the sorrowful remembrance of that 
great and excellent man. He was extremely fond of this 
retirement, and used to call it ike nest of his old <ige. 
Whichevf r way I looked, I missed him, I ftlt his absence. 
I had an inclination to visit his monument ; but I repented 

* A candidate for a public office was so called because he went about, 
In the public offices, in a whitened (oandidata) toga, 
f Now Alzia, not far firom Como. 
t See an account of bhn in book it letter i. 
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having seen it, afterwards : for I found it still anfinished, 
and tnisy not fit>m any. difficulty lesiding in the work 
itfielf, for it is very plain, or rather indeed slight ; hnt 
through the neglect of him to whose oare it was entrosted. 
I could not see without a concern, mixed with indignation, 
the remains of a man, whose fame filled the whole world, 
lie for ten years after his d^th without an inscription, or 
a name. * He had howeyer directed that the divine and 
immortal action of his life should be recorded upon his 
tomb in the following lines : 

' Here Rutiis lies, who Ylndez* * armt withstood, 
Not for himself, bat for his coimtry's good.' 

But faithful friends are so rare, and the dead so soon for- 
gotten, that we shall be obliged ourselves to build even our 
very tombs, and anticipate the office of our heirs. For who 
is there that has no reanon to fear for himself what we see 
has happened to Yersiiiius, whose eminence and diHtinction, 
while rendering such treatment more shameful, so, in the 
same way, make it more notorious ? Farewell. 



LETTER XI. To Maximus. 

what a happy day I lately spent ! I was called by 
the pref(M)tt of Bome, to as8i>t him in a certain case, and 
had tne pleasure of hearing two excellent young men, Furcus 
Salinator and Numidius Quadratus, plead on tho opposite 
sides : their worth is equal, and each of them will one day, 
I am persuaded, prove an ornament not only to the present 
age, but to literature itself. They evinced upon this occa- 
sion an admit able probitv, supported by inflexible courage : 
their dress was decent, their elocution distinct, their tones 
were manly, their memory retentive, ( their genius ele- 

* Bee book ii. letter L note. 

t An officer whose functions answered in some sort to those of ths 
lord mayor among us. He preceded all other city magistrates, having 
power to receive appeals from the inferior courts, and to deddo almoS 
all causes within toe limits of Bome, or a hundred miles round. M, 

X BetentivenesB of memory seems to have been a qnalily highly 
esteemed among the Bomans, Pliny often mentioning it when he dmws 
the eharaoters « his friends, as in the number of their moat shining 
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▼ated, and guided by an equal solidity of judgment. 1 
Uok infinite pleasure in observing them display these 
noble qualities ; particularly as I £ad the sati^ction 1o 
see that, while they looked upon me as their guide and 
model, they appeared to the audience as my imitators and 
rivals. It was a day (I cannot but repeat it again) whicii 
afforded me the most exquisite happiness, and which I 
fdiall ever distinguish with the fairest mark.* For what 
indeed could be either more pleasing to me on the public 
account than to observe two such noble youths building 
their fame and glory upon the polite arts ; or more desir- 
able upon my own than to be marked out as a worthy 
example to them in their pursuits of virtue ? May the gods 
still grant me the continuance of that pleasure 1 And I 
implore the same gods, you are my witness, to make all 
these who think me deserving of imitation far better than 
I am. Farewell. 

talents. And Quinctilian oondden it as the measure of genius ; ' taniitm 
ingenii,* says be, * quantum memoiias* Tlie extraordinary perfectbn in 
which some of the ancients are said to have possessea tiiis useful 
faculty is almost incredible. Our author speaks m a former letter <^ a 
Greek philosopher of his acquaintance, who, after having delivered a 
long harangue extempore, would immediately rep^t it again, without 
losing a single word.^ Seneca says he could in his youw repeat two 
thousand names exactly in the same order they were read to mm : and 
that, to try the strength of his memorv, the audience who attended the 
same professor with himself would each of them give him a verse, which 
he would instantly repeat, beginning with the last, and so on to the first, 
to the amount of two hundred. He tells a pleasant stor^ upon this 
occasion of a certain poet, who having recited a poem m public a 
person who was present claimed it for his own, and in proof of its 
beine so rcpeutecl it word for word ; which the real author was not 
caj[)able of doing. [Sen. Controv. 1. i. sub init] Numberless instances 
might be collected fW>m the ancients to the same purpose ; to mentioii 
only a few more. It is suid of Themistocles that he made himself 
master of the Persian language in a year's time ; of Mitliridates, that 
he understood as many languages as he commanded nations, that is, no 
\eaa than twenty-two ; of Gyrus, that he retained the namt^s of every 
single soldier in his army. [Quinct. 1. xl 2.] But the finest compliment 
that ever was paid to a fgxA memory is wliat TuUy says of Julius Caesar, 
in his oration tor Ligarius, that h» never forgot anything htU an injury, if. 
* Alluding to a custom of the Bomans, who markec* the fortunate 
4ayi In thcdr calendar with white, and the unfortunate with black. M, 



> See book A, letter iii 
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LETTER XII. To Pabatus.* 

Most certainly yon onglit not to nse any regerre in r^ 
•ommendioff to me those whom you judge worthy of your 
patronage, becauee nothing is mora agreeable to vonr 
oharaoter than to be as extensively beneficial as possible ; 
nor to mine than to interest myself in everything in which 
you are conoemed. I shall give all the assistance, there- 
fore, in my power to Yettiiis Prisons, especially in what 
relates to my peculiar province; I mean the Hundred 
Oourt — Tou desire me to forget those letters which you 
wrote to me, you say, in the openness of your heart ; btit 
believe me, there are none I remember with more satisfac- 
tion. They are very pleasing proofs of the share I enjoj 
of your affection, since you use tne same free expostulations 
with me that you would with your own son. And, W 
confess the truth, they are t^o much the more agreeable 
as I had nothing to accuse myself of upon your account ; 
for I had most carefully performed your requests. . I 
entreat you again and again still to rebuke me with the 
same freedom, whenever you imagine (and it will be only 
imagination, never really so) that 1 fail in my duty 
^towards you : suoh a rebuke I shall understand as proceed- 
ing from your extreme affection for me, while you will be 
glad to find I did not deserve it. Farewell. 



LETTER XIII. To Ursus. 

Was ever a man so troubled and persecuted as my friend 
Yarenus, who has been obliged to enter into a fresh 
defence, and, as it were, to petition again for what he had, 
with much difficulty and contention, already obtained ? f 
The Bithynians have had the assurance not only to criticise 
before the consuls, and endeavour to overthrow, the decree 
of the senate ; but also to complain against it to the 
emperor, who happened to be absent when it was passed. 
Caesar referred them again to the senate, where they still 
persisted in their remonstrances. Olaudius Oapito,with 

* His wife Oalpumia's gnmd&ther. t See book r. letlor xi, 
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more disrespeot than oonrageous refolution, ventured to be 
counsel for them, undertaking to arraign the jnstioe of a 
decree of the senate, in the tace of that august ansembly. 
Fronto Oatins replied to him with firmness and dignity ; 
as indeed the behaviour of the whole body in this affair 
was admirable. For even those who had opposed the 
petition of Yarenns, when it was first brought before the 
house, thou^t that after it was granted, it ought not to be 
reversed. While the question indeed was under debate, 
each member was at liberty to have his own opinion ; but 
once settled by the majority, they looked upon it then to 
be the common concem of each to support it. Acilius 
Kufus alone, and seven or eight others — no, only seven, now 
I come to think of it — ^held to their former vote. Among 
which small partv there were some whose solemnity of 
demeanour, or rather affectation of it, for l^e time being, 
was rather ridiculed. You will judge from hence what a 
warm battle we are likely to have of it, since this prelude 
and preliminary skirmish, as I may call it, has oocasiored 
so much contention. Farewell. 



LETTER XIY. To Mauricus. 

• 

You ^ve me a pressing invitation down to your Formian 
villa. I will come, but only upon condition that you .put 
yourself to no inconvenience upon my account ; a condition 
which I shall albO strictly observe on my part It is not 
the pleasures of your sea and your coast ; it is you, it is 
retirement, it is freedom, that I want to enjoy; otherwise 
I might as well remain in Some : for there is no medium 
worth accepting between giving up your time wholly to 
the disposal of others, or reserving it entirely in one's own 
power; at least, for myself, I declare I can relish no 
mixtures of any kind. FarewelL 

LETTER XY. To Romahus. 

You were not present at a very singular occurrence nere 
lately : neither was I, but the story reached me just after 
it had happened. Passienus Paulus, a Roman knight, <»f 
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good family, and a man of peculiar learning and otdture 
besides, composes elesies, a talent w}iich runs in the family, 
for Fropertitu is recSconed by him amongst his ancestors, 
as well as being his oountryman. He was lately reciting 
a poem which began thus : 

* Prisoiu, at thy oommand '— 

Whereupon Javolenus Priscus, who happened to be present 
as a particular friend of the poet's, cried out — * But he is 
mistaken, I did not command him.' Think what laughter 
and meiTiment this occasioned. Priscus's wits, yon must 
know, are reckoned rather unsound,* though he takes a 
share in public business, is summoned to consultations, 
and even publicly acts as a lawyer, so that this behaviour 
of his was the more remarkable and ridiculous : meanwhile 
Paulus vras a good deal disconcerted by his friend's absur- 
dity. You see bow necessary it is for those who are 
anxious to recite their works in public to take care that 
the audience as well as the author are perfectly san^ 
Farewell. 



LBTTEB XVI. To Tacitus. 

Tour request that I would send yon an account of my 
unde's death, in order to transmit a more exact relation of 
it to posterity, deserves my acknowledgments ; for, if this 
accident shall be celebrated by your pen, the glory of it, 
I am well assured, will be rendered for ever illustrious. 
And notwithstanding he perished by a misfortune, which, 
as it involved at the same time a most beautiful country in 
ruins, and destroyed so many populous cities, seems to 
promise him an everlasting remeiiibrHnoe ; notwithstand- 
ing he bas himself compceed many and lasting works ; yet 
I am persuaded, the mentioning of him in your immortal 
writings, will greatly contribute to render his name im- 
mortal. Happy I esteem those to be to whom by provi- 
sion of the gods has been granted the ability either to do 
such actions as are woi*thy of being related or to relate 

* NevertheliMH, JatoleniM Frisons was one of the moat eminent law- 
fen of his time, aad is frequently quoted in the Digesta of JoBtinian. 



194 THl LBTTEB8 OF PLINY. [Book (L 

them in a manner worthy of beine read ; bnt peculiarly 
happy are they who are blessed with both these uuoommon 
talents : in the number of whioh my uncle, as his own 
writings and your history will evidently prove, may justly 
be ranked. Ix is with extreme willingness, therefore, that 
I execute vour oommands ; and should indeed have daimed 
the task if you had not enjoined it He was at that time 
with the fleet under his command at Misenum.* On the 
24th of August, about one in the afternoon, my mother 
desired him to obseive a cloud whioh appeared of a vexy 
unusual size and shape. He had just taken a turn in the 
6un,t and, after bathme himself in oold water, and making 
a light luncheon, gone l)ack to his books : he immediately 
arose and went out upon a rising ground from whence he 
might get a better sight of this very uncommon a|ppear- 
ance. A doud, from which mountain was uncertain, at 
this distance (but it was found afterwards to come from 
Mount Vesuvius),} was ascending, the appearance of which 

* In the Bay of Naples. 

t The Romans luea to lie or walk naked in the sun, after anointing 
their bodies with oil, which was esteeemed as ff[oatly contributing to 
health, and therefore daily practised by them. This custom, however, 
of anointing themselves, is inveighed against by the satirists as in the 
number of their luxurious indulgences: but sinoe we find the elder 
Pliny here, and the amiable 8purinna in a former letter, practi^g this 
method, we cannot suppose the things itself was esteemed unmanly, 
but only when it i(*as attended with some particular circumstances of 
an over-refined delicacy. M. 

X About six miles distant ftom Naples. — ^This dreadful eruption 
happened jl.d. 79, la the first year of the emperor Titus. Kartial has 
a |«etty epigram upon this subject, in which he gives us a Wew of 
Yesttviui, as it appcaired before this terrible conflagration broke out : 

' Hie est pampineis viricUs modo Veauvhu umbria, 
Presaerat hio madidoa nobSis una houi, 
Haeojuga^ quhm Nitaa ooiUes, plus BacohuB amavU; 

Hoc nuper Satyri numte dedire choroa, 
Haec Venet *a aedea, Lacedaemone gratior Uli; 

Hio tocua HerouUo nomine chrua erai : 
Cunctajaoent fiammia^ et triati meraa faoiUa ; 
Jfeo veilent auperi Koo liouiaae aibL* 

Lib. iv. ep. iISt. 

TaANBLATIDN. 

' /fiirf verdant vines o'enpread Vesuvio's sides | 
The gen'roos grape here poor'd her purple tiides» 
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I cannot give you a more exaot desoription of than by 
likening it to that of a pine tree, for it snot up to a great 
height in the form of a very tall trunk, whioh spread 
itedf out at the top into a lort of branches ; occasioned, I 
imagine, either by a sudden gust of air that impelled it, 
the force of which decreased as it advanced upwards^ or 
the doud itself being pressed back again by its own 
weight, expanded in the manner I have mentioned; it 
appeared sometimes bright and sometimes dark and spotted, 
aooordinflT as it was either more or less impregnated with 
earth and cinders. This phenomenon seemed to a man of 
such learning and researcb as my uncle extraordinary and 
worth further looking into. He ordered a light vessel to 
be got ready, and gave me leave, if I liked, to accompany 
him. I said I had rather go on with my work ; and it so 
happened he had himself given me something to write 
out As he was coming out of the hous>e,* he received a 
note from Bectina, the wife of Bassus, who was in the 
utmost alarm at the imminent danger which threatened 
her ; for her villa lying at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, 
there was no way of escape but by sea ; she earnestly en-» 
treated him therefore to come to her assistance. He accord- 
ingly chanced his first intention, and what he had begun 
from a philosophical, he now carries out in a noble and 
generous spirit. He ordered the gallejrs to put to sea, and 
went himself on board with an intention of assisting not 

2%iB Bacchus loT*d beyond hii mitiTe scene; ^ ^1^ 

Ber0 dancing sat jrs joy 'd to trip the green. . \ K^ '^ -c n''^ N 
Far more than SparUMii in Venus' grace; ^ . ^'!^^ 
And great Alcides once renown'd the place : #^^ \ \^^^ 
Mow flaming embers spread dire waste around, v \ i^ ^ ^ 
And gods regret that gods can thus oonfonnd.* ^ 

It seems probable that this was the first emption of Mount Vesuvius, 
at least of any oonseauenoe ; as it is certain we have no parttonlar 
acoonnts of any preoeainff one. Dio^ indeed, and other ancient authors 
speak of it as burning before ; but still they describe it as covered 
with trees and vines, so that the emptions must have been inconsider- 
able. JIf. 

* The manuscript and printed copies vary extremely from eaeh 
other as to the reading of this passage. The oonjectnre of Gesner 
seems the most satisfiiotory, as it oomes nearest the most approved 
manuscripts, and best falls in with the ooctezt ; it is, therefora 
adopted in the translation. M, 

2 



190 THE LETTERS OF PLINY. [BoOK 6 

only l^eotina, but the several other towns which lay thickly 
strewn along that beautiful C'>a8t. Hastening then to the 
place from whence others fled with the utmost terror, he 
steered his course direct to the point of danger, and with 
hO much oalmneps and presence of mind as to be able to 
make and dictate his observations upon the motion and aU 
the phenomena of that dreadful scene. He was now so 
close to the mountain that the cinders, which grew thicker 
and hotter the nearer he approached^ fell into the ships, 
together with pumice stones, and black pieces of burning 
rock : they were in danger too not only of being a-ground 
by the sudden retreat of the sea, but also from the vast 
fragments which rolled down from the mountain, and ob- 
htructed all the shore. Here he stopped to consider whether 
be should turn back again ; to which the pilot advising him, 
* Fortune,' said he, ' favours the brave ; steer to where Pom- 
)Hinianus is.' Pomponianus was then at Stabiae*, separated 
i>y a bay. which the sea, after several insensible windings, 
forms with the shore. lie had already sent his baggage 
on board ; for though he was not at that time in actual 
danger, yot being within sight of it, and indeed extremely 
near, if it should in the least increase, he was determined 
to put to sea as soon as the wind, which was blowing dead 
in-shore, should go down. It was favourable, however, for 
carrying my uncle to Pomponianus, whom he found in the 
greatest consternation : he embraced him tenderly, en- 
couraging and urging him to keep up his spirits, and, the 
more effectually to soothe his fears by seeming unconcerned 
himself, ordered a bath to be got ready, and then, after 
having bathed, sat down to supper with great cheerfulness, 
or at least (what is just as heroic) with every appearance 
of it. Meanwhile broad flames shone out in sevend places 
from Mount Vesuvius, which the darkness of the night 
oontiibuted to render still brighter and clearer. But mv 
unde, in order to soothe the apprehensions of his friend, 
assured him it was only the burning of the villages, which 
the countiy people had abandoned to the flames : after this 
he retired to rest, and it is most certain ho was so little 
disquieted as to fall into a sound sleep : for his breathiiigj 

* Now called Oostelamare, in the Bay of Naples. JC 



I.tmn 1&] THE LETTERS OF FLINT. 197 

whiob, on account of his corpulence, was rather heavy and 
sonorous, was heard by the attendants outside. The couit 
which led to his apartment being now almost filled with 
stones and ashes, if he had continued there any time 
longer, it would have been impossible for him to have 
made his way out. So he was awoke and got up, and 
went to Pomponianus and the rest of his company, who 
were feeling too anxious to think of going to bed. They 
consulted together whether it would be most prudent 
tinst to the house}^, which now rocked from side to side 
with frequent and violent concussions as though shaken 
from their very foundations ; or fly to the open fields, 
where the calcined stones and cinders, though light indeed, 
yet fell in large showers, and threatened destruction. In 
this choice of dangers they resolved for the fields : a reso* 
lution which, while the rest of the company were hurried 
into by their fears, my uncle embraced upon cool and 
deliberate consideration. They went out then, having 
pillows tied upon their heads with napkins; and thi.i was 
their whole defence against the storm of stones that fell 
round them. It was now day everywhere else, but there 
a deeper darkness prevailed than in the thickest night ; 
which however was in Kome degree alleviated by torches 
and other lights of various kinds. They thought proper 
to so farther down upon the shore to see if they might 
safely put out to sea, but found the waves still iiinning 
extremely high, and boisterous. There my uncle, laying 
himself down upon a sail-cloth, which was spread for him, 
called twice for some cold water, which he drank, when 
immediately the flames, preceded by a strong whiff of 
Hulphur, dispersed the rest of the party, and obliged him 
to rise. He raided himself up with the assistance of two 
of his servants, and instantly fell down dead ; suffocated, 
as I ooinecture, by some gross and noxious vapour, having 
always nad a weak throat, which was often inflamed. As 
soon as it was light again, which was not till the third 
day after this melancholy accident, his body was found 
entire, and without any marks of violence upon it, in th^ 
dress in which he fell, and looking more like a man asleep 
than dead. During all this time my mother and I, wb| 
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were At ttieenam* — ^biit this has no conneotion with yooff 
hbtoiy} and vou did not desire any partioulars besides tnoes 
of my ande s death ; so I will end here, only adding that 
I have faithfully related to yon what I was either an eye* 
witness of myself or reoeived immediately after the acci- 
dent happened, and before there was time to vary the 
truth. Tou will pick out of this narrative whatever is 
most important : for a letter is one thing, a history another ] 
it is one thing writing to friend, another thing writing tc 
the public Farewell. 



LETTER XVIL To Bestitotus. 

I oannot forbear ponring out my dis^st to yon in a 
letter, since I have no opportunity of doing so in person, 
a^inst a certain kind of oehavionr which gave me some 
offence at the rehearsal of a friend of mine lately. The 
company was entertained with a recital of a very finish^ 
piece: bnt there were two or three persons among the 
audience, men of great genius in their own, and a few of 
their friends', estimation, who sate like so many mutes, 
without so much as moving a lip or a hand, or once rising 
from their seats, even to change their position. But to what 
purpose, in the name of good sense, all this wondrous air 
of wisdom and solemnity, or indeed (to give it its truer 
appellation) of this apathetic arrogance, this perversity or 
madness rather, to expend a whole day mei-ely in com- 
mitting a piece of radoness, and leaving km an enemy 
whom you visited as a friend f Supposing you are moi*e 
eloquent than he ? so mnch the more reason then you have 
for not being envious, for envy implies inferiority. Bnt 
whatever a man*s talent may be, whether greater or equal, 
or less than his friend's, still it is his interest to give him 
the approbation he deserves: whether greater or equal; 
because the hieher his glory rises whom you equal or excel, 
the more considerable yonrs must necessarily be : if less ; 
because if one 3f more exalted abilities does not meet with 
applause, neither possibly can you. For my own part, I 

^ See thia aooount oontinued, letter xx. of thii book. iC 
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am wont to I'espeot and honour all who make any progreM 
in the art of oratory ; for Eloquence is a high and naughty 
dame, who aooms to take up her abode with thoee that 
despise her. But perhaps you are not of this opinion : yet 
who has a sreater regard for this glorious science, or u a 
kindlier judge of it t&n yourself ? In confidence of which 
I choee to vent my indignation particularly to you, as not 
doubtinflr you would he the first to share with me in the 
same feeungs. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIII. To Sabivus. 

1 will endeavour, as you desire, to undertake the cauae 
of the Firmiani,* lliough I have a good deal of business 
upon my hands just now : for I should be extremely glad 
to obligee so illustrious a colony by my good offices, as well 
as to render you an acceptable service. How indeed can I 
refuse anything to you, who profess to have sought my 
friendship as ^our support and ornament; especiallv when 
vonr request is on benalf of your country ? For wnat can 
oe more honourable than the entreaties of a patriot, or more 
efficacious than those of a friend ? Tou may engage for 
me therefore to your or rather, as I should now call them, 
our friends the Firmiani. And even though their own illus- 
trious character did not persuade me that they deserve my 
care and patronage, ^et I could not but entertain a very 
high opinion of their worth, from seeing a man of 3'our 
distinguished virtues choose to reside amongst them. 



LETTEB XIX. To Nbpos. 

Are you aware that the price of lands is considerablr 
risen ; especially of those which lie about Bome ? This 
vudden advance was occasioned by a practice which han 
been much complained of, and whiuh drew from the senate, 
at Ihe last assembly for the election of magistrates, a very 
honourable decree, whereby the candidates for any office 
are prohibited from giving the electors any treat, presentg 

^ InhabiftaDts of a citj in Italy, called Firmo, near Anoona. Jt 
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uT money whatsoever. l*he two former of tbeeo aboaee 
wero practised with as little reserve as discretion; the 
latter, though earned cm with more secrecy, was however 
equally notorious. Our friend Homulus, taking advantage 
of this favourable disposition of the senate, instead of 
giving liis opinion upon the point in debate, moved that 
the consuls might signify to the emperor * their unanimous 
desire, and petition him to interp^»se his vigilance and 
authority for the redress of this evil, as he had for that of 
every o&er. The emperor was accordingly pleased to 
oompl}', and by the law against bribery restrained those 
infamous and disgraceful largesses; directing that no 
person shall be admitted as a candidate who has not a third 
part of his estate in land ; esteeming it highly indecent 
(as no doubt it is) that those who aspire to high places in 
the state should look upon Borne and Italy rather like 
travellers who are passing through it than as their proper 
country. Consequently there is a general stru^le now 
amon^ those who aim at any office, and they buy up 
eagerly everything which they hear is to be sold; l^ 
which means the value of lands is greatly increased. If 
therefore you are inclined to dispose of any part of your 
estate here, or to purchase one in the provinces, now is 
your time, whil-st these candidates are obliged to sell 
their estates over there to enable them to buy here. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XX. To Corneuds Tacitub. 

The letter which, in compliance with your request, ] 
wrote to you concerning the aeath of my uncle has raised, 
it seems, your curiosity to know what terrors and dangers 
attended me while I continued at Misenum ; for there, I 
think, my account broke off: 

' Though my shock'd soul recoils, my tonguo shall telL' f 

My uncle having left us, I spent duch time as was left on 
my studies (it was on their account indeed that I had 

^ Tnuan. t Viig. Pitt's tnnslatioQ. 
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stopped behind), till it was time for my bath. Afler which 
I went to supper, and then fell into a short and uneasy 
sleep. There had been noticed for muny days before a 
trembling of tbe earth, whioh did not alarm us much, as 
this is quite an ordinary ooourrenoe in Campania; but it 
was so paiiicularly yiolent that night that it not only 
shook but actually overturn dd, as it would seem, every- 
thing about us. My mother rushed into my chamber, 
where she found me rising, in order to awaken her. We 
sat down in the open oourt of the house, which occupied a 
small space between the buildingo and the sea. As I wan 
at that time but eighteen years of ago, I know not whether 
I should call my behaviour, in this dangerous juncture, 
courage or folly ; but I took up Livy, and amused myself 
with turning over that author, and even making extracts 
from him, as if I had been perfectly at my leisure. 
Just then, a friend of my uncle's, who had lately come to 
him from Spain, joined us, and observing me sitting by my 
mother with a book in my hand, reproved her for her 
calmness, and me at the same time for my careless security : 
nevertheless I went on with my author. Though it was now 
morning, the light was still exceedingly faint and doubtful ; 
the buildings fdl around us tottered, and though we stood — ^ 
upon open ground, yet as the place was narrow and con- 
fined, thei-e was no remaining without imminent danger : 
we therefore resolved to quit the town. A panic-stricken 
crowd followed us, and (as to a mind distracted with terror 
every suggestion seems more prudent than its own) prased 
on us in dense array to drive ua forward as we oame out. 
Being at a convenient dibtance from the houses, we stood 
still, in the mid»t of a moat dangerous and dreadful scene. 
The chariots, which we had ordered to be drawn out, were 
so aeitated backwards and forwards, though upon the most 
level ground, that we could not keep them steady, even by 
supporting them with largo stones. The sea seemed to 
roU back upon itself, and to be driven from i's banks by 
the convulsive motion of the earth ; it is certain at least 
the shore was considerably enlarged, and several sea 
animals were left upon it. On the other side, a black and 
dreadful oloud, broken with rapid, zigsag flashes, revealed 
behind it variously shaped masses of name : these last wen 
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like Bheei-ligbtning, bat mticb larger. Upon tbis our 
Spaniab friend, wbom I mentioned above, addressing bim- 
self to mvmotber and me with great energy and urgenoy : 
* If your brotber/ be said, * if your uncle be safe, be cer- 
tainly wifibes you may be so too ; but if be perisbed, it 
was bis desire, no doubt, tbat you migbt botb survive bim : 
wby tberefore do you delay your escape a moment T ' We 
could never tbink of our own safe^, we said, wbile we were 
uncertain of bis. XTnon tbis our friend left ue, and withdrew 
from tbe danger witn tbe utmost precipitation. Soon after- 
wards, tbe cloud began to descend, and cover tbe sea. It bad 
already surrounded and concealed tbe island of Gapreae* and 
tbe promontory of Misenum. My mother now besought, 
urgeii, even commanded me to maKe my escape at any rate, 
which, as I was young, I migbt easily do ; as for herself, she 
said, her age and corpulency rendered all attempts of tbat 
sort impossible ; however she would willingly meet death if 
she could have the satisfaction of seeing that she was not 
tbe occasion of mine. But I absolutely refused to leave her, 
and, taking her by tbe hand, compelled her to go with me. 
She complied with great reluctance, and not without many 
reproaches to hercself for retarding my flight. The ashen 
now began to fall upon us, though in no great quantity. I 
looked back ; a dense dark nust seemed to be following us, 
spreading itself over the country like a cloud. *Let us 
turn out of the high-road,' I said, ' while we can still see, 
for fear that, should we fall in tbe road, we should be pressed 
to death in the dark, by the crowds that are following us.* 
We had scarcely sat down when night came upon us, not 
such as we have when tbe sky is cloudy, or when there is 
no moon, but that of a room when it is shut up, and all the 
lights put out. Tou might bear the shrieks of women, 
tbe screams of children, and tbe shouts of men; some 
calling for their children, others for their parents, others 
for their husbands, and seeking to recognise each other 
by the voices that replied; one lamenting bis own &te, 
another that of his family ; some wishing to die, from the 
very fear of dying ; some lifting their hands to the gods ; 
but tbe gi'eater part convinced that there were now no 

* An island near NapliNi, r ow called OaprL JC 
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sodii at all, and that the final endless night of whioh ire 
have heard had oome upon the world.* Among these there 
were some who angmented the real terrors by others ima- 
ginary or wilfully invented. I remember some who declared 
that one part of Misenum had fiilleu, that another was on 
fire ; it was false, but they found people to believe them. 
It now grew rather lighter, whioh we imagined to be rather 
the forerunner of an approaching burst of flames (as in 
truth it was) than the return of day : however, the fire fell 
at a distance from us : then again we were immersed in 
thiok darkness, and a heavy shower of ashes lained upon 
us, which we were obliged every now and then to stand up 
to shake off, otherwise we should have been onished and 
buried in the heap. I might boast that, during all this 
scene of hori-or, not a sigh, or expression of fear, escaped 
me, had not my suppoH been grounded in that miserable, 
though mighty, consolation, that all mankind were involved 
in the same calamity, and that I was perishing with the 
world itself. At last this dreadful darkness was dissipated 
by degrees, like a cloud or smoke ; the real dav returned, 
and even the sun shone out, though with a lurid light, like 
when an eclipse is coming on. Every object that presented 
itself to our eyes (which were extremely weakened) seemed 
changed, being covered deep with ashes as if with snow. 
We returned to Misenum, where we refreshed ourselves as 
well as we oould, and passed an anxious night between 
hope and fear ; though, indeed, with a much larger share ol 
the latter: for the earthquake still continued, while many 
frenzied persons ran up and down heightening their own 
and their friends* calamities by terrible predictions. How- 
ever, my mother and I, notwitlistanding the danger we had 
passed, and that which still threatened us, had no thoughts 
of leaving the place, till we oould receive some news of my 
uncle. 

And now, you will read this narrative without any view 
of inserting it in your history, of which it is not in the 
least worthy ; and indeed you must put it down to your 

* The Stoic and Epicurean philoeophera held that the world was to 
be destroyed by fire, and all things ful again into original chaos ; not 
excepting even the national aods themselTef firom the deetmoiion ol 
this general conflagration. ML 
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own request if it should appear not woiih even the trouble 
of a letter. Farewell. 



LETTER XXL To Caniniits. 

Though I acknowledge myself an admirer of the ancients, 
yet I am very fietr from despising, as some afifect, the geniu;i 
of the moderns : nor can I suppase that nature in these 
latter ages is so worn out and feeble as to be incapable of 

Eroduciiig anything worth praising. On the contrary, I 
aye lately had the pleasure of heaiing Yerginius Bomauus 
read to a few select friends a comedy, composed in the 
manner of the ancient comic drama, and so happily that it 
may one day serve itself for a model. I do not know 
whether he is in the number of your acquaintance ; I am 
sure, at least, he ought to be, as he is notable for his moral 
integrity, mental refinement, and the variety of his pro- 
ductions. He has written some very agreeable pieces of 
the burlenqne kind in iambics, with much delicacy, wit, 
humour, and, I will add too, even eloquence for this class 
of comp>sition ; for there is no species of it which, when 
perfect of its kind, may not with propriety be termed 
eloquent. He has also ecmposed some comedies after the 
manner of Menander * and other approved authors of that 
age, which deserve to be ranked with those of Flautos 
and Terence. He has now, for the first time, attempted 
the ancient comedy,f but in such a manner as to show he 
is a perfect master in this way. Sti'ength, majesty, and 

* An Athenian poet, bom B.o. 842. He stood at the head of the new 
comedy wshool, though his merits were but scantily acknowledged by 
the publia He had hod many imitators amon^ Roman dramatists ; 
the plays of Terence, indeed, are little more than Menander slightly 
altered. 

t With regard to the various changes and revolutions comedy has 
uudergone, it is distinguishi-d into three kinds, viz. the aneient, which 
was founded upon real facts, and persons pointed out by their proper 
names ; the middle, where the subject wad real, but the names ficti- 
tious ; the new, wherein both the names and the action are imaginary. 
Of the first model wad Aristophanes ; upon whose general manner, it 
is probable, Bomanus formed his oomeay here mentioned ; but as he 
appears to have made use both of true and iDvente<i names in Ids 
ehancters, it seems to have been of tha mixed k*id. iC 
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delioaoj, soffchess, poignanoy, and wit, are all present here. 
He honours virtue and ohastises vioe : whenever he makes 
use of feiffned names, he does so in a beooming way, just 
as he employs real ones appropriately. With respect only 
to myself, I should say he nas erred through an excess of 
kind feeling, if I did not know that ficticn is the privilege 
of poets. In a word, I will insist upon his letting me 
have the copy, that I may send it you to read, or rather 
get up by heart ; for I am well persuaded when you have 
once taken it up, you will not easily lay it down again. 
Farewell. 

LBTTEB XXII. To Tiro. 

An affair has lately been transacted here which nearly 
concerns those who shall hereafter be appointed governors 
of provinces, as well as every man who too incautiously 
trusts his friends. Lustricius Bruttianus, having detected 
hi8 lieutenant Montanus Atticinus in several flagrant 
delinquencies, informed the emperor of them. Atticinus, 
on the other hand, added to his euilt by commencing a 
groundless prosecution against the mend whose confidence 
he had abused. His information was received, and I was 
one of the assessors at this triaL Both parties pleaded 
their own cause, but in a summary, rUwnU^ sort of way : 
by which method the truth is soon got at. Bruttianus, 
as a proof of the unreserved confidence between them, 
and that nothing but absolute necessity could have ex- 
torted from him this complaint against one whom he had 
once loved so, produced his will, all in the handwritinff 
of Atticinus. He then proceeded to open the charge, and 
clearly proved him guilty of the most infamous conduct. 
Atticinus, while quite unable to justify his conduct, 
caused the charges to recoil back upon himself in such a 
way as to make hi8 defence appear as weak as his accusation 
WHS wicked. It was proved that he had bribed a slave 
belonging to the secretary of Bruttianus, and by that 
means got into his possession his register-book, which he 
erased, and then made this consummate piece of villany the 
handle of a charge against his friend. Caesar * acted most 
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nobly: without colleoting the Toioes with respeot to 
BruttianuB, he proceeded immediately to take them only 
in relation to Atticinus, who was accordingly oondemned 
and banished to an ibland, Bruttianus was acquitted not 
only with a veiy full and honoumble testimony of his 
integrity, but with the oredit of having behayed in this 
affair with great firmness. And, indeed, after haTine 
Tindicated his own character in few words, he supported 
his charge against Atticinus with great spirit, and ap- 
proved himself no less a man of just severity than of worth 
and honesty. I send you this account not only as a caution 
for yuur behaviour in the government you have obtained, 
and as a hint to depend upon yourself as much as possible, 
without reiving too far upon your friends ; but that you 
may. be well assured, if you should happen to be imposed 
upon in the execution of your office (as fiu* be it that you 
ever should), you will readily meet with satisfaction here. 
However, that you may stand in no need of it, keep your- 
self constantly on the alert ; for the pleasura of being 
redressed most certainly cannot compensate the uneasiness 
of being deceived. FarewelL 



LETTEB XXIIL To Tbiarius. 

I consent to undertake the cause which you so earnestly 
recommend to me ; but glorious and honourable as it may 
be, I will not be your counsel without a fee. * How is it 
possible,' you will say, Hhat my friend Pliny can be so 
mercenary?' Well, it is possible; and I insist upon a 
reward which will do me more honour than the most dis- 
interested patronage. I beg of you then, and indeed 1 
make it a previous condition, that Oremutius Huso may 
be joint counsel with me in this cause. This is a practice 
which 1 have frequently observed with respect to several 
distinguished youths ; as I take inBnite pleasure in intro- 
ducing young men of meiit to the bar, and handing them 
over to fftme. But if ever I owed this good office to any 
man, it is certainly to Buso, not only up^in account of his 
family, but his excessive affection for me ; and it would 
afford me a very singular satisfaction to have an oppor 
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tnnitj of seeing him draw the attention of the andienoe 
in the 8>ime court and the same cause with myself. Obliee 
me in this instance, </o, before he pleads ; for when he 
has pleaded in your cause, you will thank me: I will 
undertake for him that he shall satisfy your expectations, 
as well as my hopes and the importance of the cause. 
He is of the best disposition imaginable, and when once 
I have brought him into notice, we shall soon see him 
ezei-t the same generous oflSce towards others ; as indeed 
no man without the support and encouragement of friends, 
and having proper opportunities thrown m his way, is able 
to rise at once from oDSOurity, by the brightness of his own 
unaided genius. 



LBTTEB XXIV. To Macbb. 

How much does the fame of human actions depend 
upon the station of those who perform them I The Tery 
same conduct shall be either applauded to the skies or 
entirely OTerlooked, just as it may happen to proceed from 
a person of conspicuous or obscure rank. I was sailing 
lately upon our lake,* with an old man of my aoqukint- 
ance, who desired me to observe a Tilla situated upon its 
banksy which had a chamber overhaneing the water. 
' From that room,' said he, * a woman of our city threw 
herself and her husband.' Upon enquiring into the cause, 
he informed me, ' Ihat her husband having been long 
afflicted with an ulcer in those parts which modesty con- 
* ceals, she prevailed with him at last to let her inspect the 
sore, assuring him at the same time that she would most 
sincerely give her opinion whether there was a possibility 
of its being cured. Accordingly, upon viewing the ulcer, 
she found tne case hopeless, and therefore advised him to 
put an end to his life : she herself accompanying him, even 
leading the way by her example, and being actually the 
means of his death ; for tying herself to her husband, she 
plunged with him into the h^ce.' Though this happened 
m the very city where I was bom, I never heard it men 
tioned before ; and yet that this action is taken less notice 

* The kko Lariiia 
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ot than that famorji one oi Arria's,* is not beoause it wm 
loBS remarkable, but because the person who performed it 
was more obscure. FarewelL 



LETTEB XXV. To Hxspands. 

You inform me that Bobustus, a Boman knight of dis- 
tinction, accompanied my friend Attilius Scaurus as far as 
OcriculuDi,f but has never been heard of since. In com- 
pliance, therefore, with your desire, I shall send for 
Scaurus, in order to see if he can give us any light in 
tracing him ; though, I am afraid, it vnh be to no purpose. 
I suspect an accident of the same unaccountable kind has 
attended Bobustus as formerly happened to my towns- 
man Metilius Cribpus. I procured a company for him in 
the aimy, and gave him, when he set out, forty thousand 
sesterces f for his equipage : but I never received a letter 
from him, or could leam any tidings of him afterwards. 
Whether he was murdered by his servants, or together with 
them, is uncertain; however, neither he nor they ap- 
peared again. I only trust we may not find it thus with 
respect to Bobustus ; nevertheless I shall send for Scaurus. 
1 cannot refuse this either to your generous request, or the 
very laudable entreaties of that most excellent youth his 
son, who shows as much good sense in the method as he 
does filial afifection in the zeal of his enquiry : the gods 
grant him the same success in finding his father as he haa 
had in discovering the person that accompanied him ! Fare- 
well. 

LETTEB XXVI. To SimviANas. 

I am extremely glad to hear that you intend your 
daughter for Fuscus Salinator, and congratulate you upon 
it. His family is pati'ician,§ and both his father and 

* 8eo an aou)unt of her, book iii. letter xvi 
t Now OtricoU. 

X About £312. Some editions read it 400,000 seBteroes, which U 
about £8100. M. 
I Thoie families were styled patrician whose ancestors had been 
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mother are persons of the most distinguished merit. As 
for himself, he is studious, learned, and eloquent, and, 
with all the innooenoe of a child, unites the sprightliness 
of youth and the wisdom of age. I am not, believe me, 
deceived by my affection, when I eive him this character ; 
for though I love him, I confess, beyond measure (as his 
friendship and esteem for me well deserve), yet partiality 
has no slutre in my judgment : on the contrary, the stroneer 
my affection for mm, the more exactingly I weigh his 
merit I will venture, then, to assure you {and I speak it 
upon my own experience) you could not have, formed to 
your wishes, a more accomplished son-in-law. May he 
soon present you with a grandson, who shall be the exact 
eopy of his father I and with what pleasure shall I receive 
from the arms of two such friends tneir children or grand- 
children, whom I shall claim a sort of right to embrace as 
my own I FarewelL 



LETTER XXVII. To Severus. 

You desire me to consider what turn you should give to 
your speech in honour of the emperor,* upon your being 
appointed contjul electf It is eaffjr to find copies, not so 
easy to chootie out of them ; for his virtues afford such 
abundant material. However, I will write and give you 
m^ opinion^ or (what I should prefer) I will let you have 
it in person, after having laid oefore you the difficulties 
which occur to me. I am doubtful, then, whether I should 
advise you to pursue the method which I observed myself 
on the same occasion. When I was consul elect, I avoided 
running into the usual strain of compliment, which, how- 
ever far from adulation, might yet look like it Not that 
I affected firmness and independence ; but, as well knowing 

members of the senate in the earliest times of the regal or oonsajai 
government Jf. 

• Trajan. 

t The consols, though they were ohoseo in Angost, did not entei 
upon their office till the first of January, during which interval they 
were styled eonmdn deaignaii^ consols elect It was osoal for tiiem 
upon that occasion to oampUment the emperor, by whose appointment, 
after the dissolotion of the repoblican gorenmienti th^ weie mmaiL M. 

P 
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the Bontiments of our amiable prince, and being thoroiiKbly 
persuaded that the highest praise I could offer to liim 
would be to show the world I was under no necessity of 
paying him any. When I reflected what profujdon of 
honoura had been heaped upon the very worst of bin pre- 
decessors,' nothing, I imagined, could more distinguisn a 
prince of his real virtues from those infamous emperors 
than to address him in a different manner. And this I 
thought proper to observe in my speech, lest it might be 
suspected I passed over his glorious acts, not out of judg« 
ment, but inattention. Such was the method I then ob- 
served ; but I am sensible the same measures are neither 
Agreeable nor indeed suitable to all alike. Besides the 
propriety of doing or omitting a thing depends not only 
upon pei'sons, but time and circumstances ; and as the lato 
actit»ns of our illustrious prince afford materials for pane- 
gyric, no less just than recent and glorious, I doubt (as I 
said before) whether I should persuade yon in the present 
instance to adopt the same plan as I did myself. In this, 
however, I am clear, that it was proper to offer you by 
way of fikdvice the method I pursued. Farewell. 



LETTER XXVIII. To Quadratus. 

I was not ignorant of the reason which prevented your 
coming into &mpania to receive me. But absent, as you 
were, might I have judged by the vast quantity of pro- 
visions of all sorts, with which I was supplied by your 
orders, I hhould have imagined you had conveyed yourself 
hither with your whole possessions : I must own though, 
I shamelessly accepted it all ; for your people pressed me, 
and I was anraid of our both incuriing your displeasure if 
I refused. But for the future, if you will not observe 
some limits, I must. And accordingly I assured your 
servants, if ever they offered me so many things again, 
I would absolutely return the whole. You will toll me, I 
know, that I ought to consider everything belonging to 
you as entirely mine. Exactly; and therefore 1 would 
vao them with the same moderation aa my own. Farewell. 
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LETl'ER XXIX. To Quadsaius. 

Ayidius Qiiietis, whose singular affection and (what 1 
equally Talue) whose esteem I had the happiness to enjoy, 
used frequently to repeat this maxim, among others, of his 
friend Thrasea's: that *the oanses whioh we ought to 
undertake are those of onr friends, those of persons who 
are destitute of any other advocate to plead their claim, 
and those which relate to puhlic example/ Why we should 
engage in the cause of our friends requires no explanation ; 
but the deserted have a claim to our assistance, oecause it 
shows a resolute and humane disposition ; whilst we ought 
to engage in such a cause as would establish a precedent, 
since it is of the utmost oonsecmeuoe to society whether a 
good or an evil one preYails. To which I will add (per- 
haps in the spirit of ambition, however I will venture to 
add) those also of a public and conspicuous nature. For 
it is reasonable, no doubt, sometimes to plead the cause of 
glory and fiime, or, in other words, cneB own. These aie 
the limits (since you ask my opinion) I would prescribe 
to a person of your dignity and moderation. Practice, I 
know, is generally considered, and in fact is, the best 
master in the art of pleading ; and I have seen many who 
with moderate abilities and no learning have, merely by 
that alone, arrived atarespectAble proficiency. Neverthe- 
less, the observation of Pollio, or, at least, what usually 
passes for his, I have found by experience to be most true. 
* By good pleading,' said he, ' I obtained plenty of prac- 
tice ; and, on the other hand, so much practice spoiled my 
pleading.* The reason is, b^ too frequent a repetition it 
■becomes a mechanical facility rather than a talent, and 
degenerates into a rash assui-ance, instead of settling into 
a just confidence in one's powers. Accordingly we see 
that the excessive modesty (^ Isocrates,* which, together 

* One of the ten Attio orators. Bom b.o. 436. Owing to his nainral 
diffidence and the delicacy of his health, he neyer actually spoke in 
public, but confined himself to taking pupils in oratory, and writing 
speeches for others. His style of composition is elegant, but too studiea 
and artificial; he is said to have taken fifteen years oyer the most 
famous of his speeches, his Panegyria An ardent patriot, he put an 
end to himself in his 98th year, on the news of the defeat of his oountij 
men hy Pliilip» at Chaeronea, 11.0. 888. 

P 2 
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witli the weakneas of hia voice, preTented his appearing in 
public, did not at all prevent ids attaining the oharaoter 
3f a oonsummate orator. Bead then and write a good 
deal, and think over your subjeot well, that you may be 
able to speak whenever you ohoose ; and you will never 
ohoose to do so, I am sure, but when you ought. Thai 
at least is the principle I laid down for myself. I have 
sometimes, indeed^ pleaded, not so much from choice as 
necesbity ; but to comply with necessity is, in some degree, 
to comply with reason, having on some occasions been 
appointed counsel by order of the senate ; but it was in 
cases which fell within Thrasea's third rule, that is, of the 
exemplary kind. I was advocate for the province of 
Baetica, against Baebius Massa ; where the question being, 
whether the impeachment should be received ? it passed 
in the affirmative. 1 appeared for them a second time 
against Caecilius Glassious,* and the point in debate was, 
whether the provincial officers who acted under him should 
be punished as confederates and accomplices with the 
proconsul in his crimes ? It was determined they should ; 
and they were punished accordingly. I was counsel 
against Marius I^scus,! who, having been convicted of 
bribery, endeavoured to take advantage of the lenity of 
the law in that case, the penalty of which was by no 
means adequate to his enormous guilt : but he was sen- 
tenced to brtnishment. I defended Julius Bassus | in an 
afifuir in which he had acted imprudently, it is true, but 
not in the least with any ill intention : the matter was 
referred to the ordinary judges, and he was permitted in 
the meanwhile to retain his seat in the senate. I pleaded 
likewise not long since, on behalf of Varenus, who peti* 
tioned for leave to produce witnesses also on his part ; 
which was granted him. And now I will only wish, that 
I may, for the future, be enjoined to plead such causes by 
authority, in which it would become me to appear by choice. 
FarewelL 

^ fiee bjok iiL letter iz. t See book iL letter si. 

I fjee book i?. letter i?. 
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LETTEB XXX. To Fabatus. 

I have the beet reason, certainly, for celebrating your 
birthday as my own, sinoe all the happiness of mine arises 
from yours, to whose care and diligence it is owing that 
I am gay here and at my ease in town. — Tonr Oamillian. 
Tilla * in Campania has suffered by the injuries of time, 
and is falling into decay; however, the most valuable 
parts of the building either remain entire or are but 
slightly damaged, and it Bhall be my care to see it put into 
thorough repair. — Though I flatter myself I have many 
friends, yet I have scarcely any of the sort you enquire 
after, and. which the affair you mention demands. All 
mine lie among those whose employments engage them in 
town ; whereas the conduct of country business requires a 
person of a robust constitution, and bred up to the countr}', 
to whom the work may not seem hard, nor the office beneath 
him, and who does not feel a solitary life depressing. Ton 
think most highly of Kufus, for he was a great fnend of 
your 6on*8 ; but of what use he can be to us upon this 
occasion, I cannot conceive ; though I am sure he will be 
glad to do all he can for us. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXL To CoBKi^LiAiras. 

I received latoly the most exquisito satisfaction at 
Oentumcellaef (at it is now called), being summoned thither 
by Caesar ) to attend a council. Could anything indeed 
afford a higher pleasure than to see the emperor exercising 
his justice, his wisdom, and his affability, even in retire* 
ment, where those virtues are most observable ? Various 
were the points brought in judc^ment before him, and which 
proved, in so many different instances, the excellence of 
the judge. The cause of Claudius Ariston came on first. 
He is an Ephesian nobleman, of great munificence and un- 
ambitious popularity, whose virtues have rendered him 

* 80 called, beoauae it fonnerly belonged to OamiUus. M^ 
t OlTita Yecchia. t Tnyan. 



214 THE LETTERS OF FLINT. [Boox e 

obnoxious to a set of people of &r different charaoters ; 
they had instigated an informer against him, of the same 
infamous stamp with themselves ; but he was honourably 
acquitted. The next d^, the case of Gulitta, accused of 
adultery, was heard. Uer husband, who is a militaiy 
tribune, was upon the point of offering himself as a candi* 
date for certain honoui-s at Borne, but she had stained her 
own Rood name and his by an intrigue with a oenturion.* 
The husband informed the consul's lieutenant, who wrote 
to the emperor about it. Caesar, having thoroughly sifted 
the evidence, cashiered the centurion, and sentenced him 
to banishment. It remained that some penalty should be 
inflicted likewise upon the other party, as it is a crime of 
which both must necessarily be equally guilty. But the 
husband's affection for his wife inclined him to drop that 
part of the prosecution, not without some reflections on his 
forbearance ; for he continued to live with her even after 
he had commenced this prosecution, content, it would seem, 
with having removed his rival. But he was ordered to 
proceed in the suit ; and, though he complied with great 
reluctance, it was necessary, nevertheless, that she should 
be condemned. Accordingly, she was sentenced to the 
punishment directed. by the Julian law.f The emperor 
thought proper to specify, in his decree, the name and 
office of the oenturion, that it might appear he passed it in 
virtue of military discipline; lest it should be imagined 
he claimed a particular cognizance in every cause of the 
same nature. The third day was employed in examining 
into an affair which had occasioned a good deal of talk 
and various reports; it was concerning the codicils of 
Julius Tiro, part of which was plainly genuine, while the 
other part, it was alleged, was forged. The peraons accused 
of this fraud were Sempronius Senecio, a Boman knight, 
and Euiytbmus, Caesar s freedman and procurator.;^ The 
heirs jointly petitioned the emperor, when he was in 

* An officer in the Boman l^ions, answering in some sort to a cap- 
tiiiu in our companies. M, 

t This law was made by Augustus Oaeear : but it nowhere clearly 
appears what was the peculiar punishment it inflicted. M, 

I An officer employed b^ the emperor to receiye and regulate the 
pobUc revenue in the provmces. M. 
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Daoia,* that he would reserve to himself the trial of this 
cause ; to whioh he ooDsented. On his return from that 
expedition, he appointed a day for the hearing ; and when 
some of the heirs, as though out of respect to Enrj'thmus, 
offered to withdraw the suit, the emperor nohly replied, 
*He is not Fol^oletus,! nor am I Nero.' However, he in- 
dulged the petitioners with an adjournment, and the time 
being expired, he now sat to hear the cause. Two of the 
heirs appeared, and desired that either their whole numbei 
mijprht he compelled to plead, as thev had all joined in the 
information, or that they also misht have le^ve to with- 
draw. Caesar delivered his opinion with great dignity 
and moderation; and when tne counsel on the pai-t of 
Seneoio and Eunrthmus had represented that unless their 
clients were heard, they would remain under the suspicion 
of guilt, — ' I am not concerned,' said the emperor, * what 
Bupicions they may lie under, it is I that am suspected ;' 
and then turning to us, * Advise me,* said he, ' how to act 
in this affair, for 3'ou see they complain when allowed to 
withdraw their suit.' At leugth, by the advice of the 
counsel, he ordered notice to be given to the heirs that they 
should either proceed virith the case or each of them justify 
their reasons for not doing so ; otherwise that he would pass 
sentence upon them as calumniator8.| Thus tou see now 
usefully and seriously we spent our time, which however 
was diversified veith amusements of the most agreeable kind. 
We were every day invited to Caesar's table, which, for sc 
great a prince, was spread with much plainness and simpli- 
city. There we were either entertained with interludes 
or passed the night in the most plcMsing conversation. 
When we took our leave of him the last day, he made 
each of us presents ; so studiously polite is Caesar I As 
for myself, I was not only charmed with the dignity and 

* Comprehending Transylyania, Moldavia, and Walaohia. M, 
t PolycletuB waa a freedman, and great fayourite of Nero. M. 
X HemmitiB, or Rhemmins (the oritice are not agreed wbichX was 
author of a law by which it was enacted that whosoever was con- 
victed of calnmnv and false accnsation should be stigmatised with a 
mark in his forehead; and by the law of the twelve tables, false 
accusers were to suffer the same punishment as would have been in* 
Aicted npon the person unjustly accused if the crime !uid been proved It 
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wisdom of the judge, the honour done to tho aaaeMorSy the 
ease and unreserved freedom of our social interoourse, but 
with the exquisite situation of the place itsel£ This 
dolightfiil villa is surrciunded by the greenest nieadowsi 
and overlooks the shore, which bends inwards, forming « 
complete harbour. The left arm of this port is defended 
by exceedingly btrong works, while the right is in pro- 
cess of completion. An artificial island, which rises at the 
mouth of the harbour, breaks the force of the waves, and 
a£ford8 a safe passage to ships on either side. This island 
is foimed by a process worth seeing : stones of a most 
enormous size are transported hither in a large sort of 
pontoons, and being piled one upon the other, are fixed by 
their own weight, gradually accumulating in the manner, 
as it were, of a natural mound. It already lifts its rocky 
back above the ocean, while the waves which beat upon it, 
being broken and tossed to an immense height, foam with 
a prodigious noise, and whiten all the surrounding sea. To 
these stones are added wooden piers, which in pruoess of 
time will give it the appearance of a natural island. This 
haven is to be called by the name of its great author,* and 
will prove of infinite benefit, by affording a secure retreat 
to ships on that extensive and dangerous coast FarewelL 



LETTER XXXIL To Quintiuan. 

Though yonr desires, I know, are extremely moderate, and 
though you have brought up your daughtcarf as became a 

• Trajan. 

t Thu letter has been generally supposed to be addressed to the 
famous Quintilian, anthor of that excellent treatise upon oratory, 
which is still extant But there are very strong reasons to believe 
that either there is some error in the title or that it is addressed to 
another person of the same name. Quintilian, in the opening of his 
sixth bode, De Inst. Orat., takes occasion to mention liis family, where 
he is lamenting to his friend Victorius the loss of his eldest son, which 
had just then happened. He takes notice at the same time of the 
deaths of his wife and younger son, and, after some very patlietic re- 
flections, doses the whole with this observation: *No8 mi$eri^ sieui 
faeuiiaie» patrimonii no$tri, ita hoe optt$ aliis paramtu, aliis rdinquem'M,' 
This preface may be considered, then, as his domestic history. But he 
does nut gi?e the least hint of a daughter : which seems difficult to bt 
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davghtei of voim and the grand-daughter of Tntilius, yet 
as she is going to be married to a person of snoh distino- 
tion as Konins Celer, whose civil employment neoe^fiarilj 
impoees upon him a oeitain style of living, her wardrobe 
and establishment should be enlarge aooording to the 
rank of her husband : cironmBtances which though they do 
not augment our real dignity, yet certainly adorn and 
grace it. But as I am sensible the wealth of your revenue 
is not equal to the wealth of your mind, I daim to myself 
a part of your expense, and, like another father, present our 
young lady with fifty thousand sesterces.* The sum should 
be larger, but that I am well persuaded the smallness of 
the present is the only consideration that can prevail with 
your modesty not to refuse it. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXIIL To Romanus. 
' Do all away,' he said, ' lay by the latK>iir so far done.' f 

Thus, whether you are engaged in reading or writing, 
away with your books and papers, and take up my divine 
oration, as those Oyclopes did the arms of Aeneas. Now 
could I introduce my speech to you with an air of more 
importance? But, in sober earnest, I put it into your 
hands as the best of my performances ; | for it is mvself 
only that I pretend to emulate. It was spoken in defence 
of Attia Variola ; and the dignity of the party interested, 
the singularity of the occasion, together with the majesty 
of the tribunal, conspire to render it extremely remark- 
able. Picture to yourself a lady ennobled not only by her 

aoooanted for upon any other reason than that he never had one. For 
if she was dead, it is highly natural to imagine he would have deplored 
the loss of her among that of the rest of his children. If she was 
liying, how could he lament the necessity of leaving his patrimony to 
Urangers f or if she was unworthy of his tenderness, why does he not 
oomploin of that unhappiness among his other misfortunes? Yid. 
Traduot. de Quint par VAhhi (Sedoyn, in the preface. Jf. 

* About £400. 

t Aen. viiL 489 (Morris's translation) ; the speech of Yulcan to his 
Cyelopes, when he directs them to prepare arn^s for Aeneas. M, 

X Bidonius Apollinaris says that Pliny acquired more honour bv 
this Bpeech even than by his incomparable panegyrir upon Trajan Jf 
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birth, but her marriage to a person of praetorian ranl^ 
disinherited by her father, and suing for her patrimony in 
the four oourts, within eleven days after this old man, 
seised with a love-fit at fourscore years of age, bad brought 
home a step-mother to his daughter. One hundred and 
eighty judges sat on the trial (for that is the number 
appointed for these four courts) ; friends innumerable 
attended on both parties; the benches were thronged, 
and a dense crowd encircled the whole court in a promis- 
cuous ring, at the same time that numbers pressed round 
the tribunal; while even the very galleries were lined 
with men and women, straining over (who, though they 
might see tolerably well, could barely be able to hear 
a word) ; in short, fathers, daughters, and step-mothers, 
were aU warmly interesting themselves in the issue of 
this important trial. The opinions of the judges were 
divided, two of the courts being for us, and two against 
us. It is somewhat remarkable that the same ques- 
tion debated before the same judges, and pleaded by 
the same advocates, and at the same time, should happen 
to receive so ditferent a decision, that one would almost 
imagine it was more than accident. However, in the final 
event, the mother-in-law, who claimed under the will a 
sixth part of the iuheritance, lost her cause. Suberinus* 
was also excluded his pretensions ; who though he had been 
disinherited by his father, without daring to vindicate his 
own patrimony, yet had the singular assurance to demand 
that of another. I have been thus particular in giving 
you a detail of the circumstances which attended this 
case, not only that my letter might inform you of what 
you could not leaiii b^ my speech, but also (for I will 
honestlv confess the artifice) tluit you might read it with 
more pleasure, by being thus introduced, as it were, into 
the audience. And extensive as this pleading is, I do not 
despair of its recommending itself to you, as much as if it 
had the grace of brevity. The abundance of matter, the 
just order in which it is arranged, the little narratives 
interspersed throughout, together with the variety of style, 

* This Subennue (the oommentaiorf suppoae) wm son to the womaa 
whom Attia's fiEither hod married in hit old age. J£ 
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will always give it an air of novelty. I will eren yentnre 
to say to yon (wLat I dare not to any one else) that a 
spirit of great fire and sublimity breaks out in many parts 
01 it, at the same time tbat in others it is wrought up with 
much delicacy and doseness of reasoning. I was frequently 
obliged to intermix dry computations with the elevated 
and pathetio, and to descend m>m the orator almoi<t to the 
accountant ; so that you will sometimes imagine the scene 
was changed from the solemnity of the Hundred tribunal 
to the familiarity of a private consultation. I gave the 
head to my indignation, my resentment, and my compas- 
sion, and in steering through this illuRtiious cause, as m a 
vast sea, I was borne along before every varying guat. In 
a word, my particular fnends are wont to consider this 
speech, I will venture to repeat, as my best performance, 
esteeming it the Ctesiphon* of my orations : whether with 
reason or not, you will easily judge, who have them all so 
perfectly in your memory as to be able, while you are 
reading this, to compare it with my former, without the 
trouble of turning to them. Farewell. 

LETTEB XXXIV. To Maximus. 

You did perfectly right in promising a gladiatorial 
combat to our eood friends the citisens of Verona,']' who 
have long loved, looked up to, and honoured, you ; while 
it was from that city too you received that amiable object 
of your most tender affection, your late excellent wife. 
And since you owed some monument or public representa- 
tion to her memory, what other spectacle could you have 
exhibited more appropriate to the occasion?:^ Besides^ 

* An oration of Demosthenes in defence of Ctesiphon, esteemed the 
best of that nohle orator's speeches. M, 

t In the territories of Venice. M, 

X It was an opinion, which nnliappily prevailed in the ancient pagan 
world, tbat the ghosts of the deceased were rendered propitions by 
human blood. This absurd notion gave rise to those barbaxoos gladia- 
torial combats which at first were only exhibited at funeral obsequies, 
and none but criminals were appointed to those mortal enoountors. 
But in prooeas of time they became part of the public entertainments, 
and persons were trained up for the sole purpose of these InliumaB 
showa. M, 
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you were so unaDimously pressed to do so that to have 
refused would have looked more like hardness than I'eso- 
lution. The readiness too with whioh prou granted their 
petition, and the magnitioent* manner in whioh you per- 
formed it, is very much to your honour ; for a greatness of 
soul is seen in these smaller instances, as well as in matters 
of higher moment I wish the African panthers, whioh you 
had htrgely provided for this purpose, had arrived on the 
day appointed, but though they were delayed by the stormy 
weather, the obligation to you is equally the same, sinoe 
it was not your fault that they were not exhibited. 
Farewell. 

* The amphitheatre in whioh these ihow0 were exhibited is still to 
be seen in Verona, whose inside is the most entire of any now remain* 
lug. It is oomputed to have room to contain upwards of three-and* 
twenty thousand spectators conTenientlj. Yid. Wrightff Tiayels, JIf. 
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LETTEB L To R]&8nTUTU& 

This obstinate illness of yoars alarms me ; and though I 
know how extremely temperate yoa are, yet I fear Jest your 
disease should get i^e better of your moderation. Let me 
entreat you then to resist it with a determined abstemious- 
ness : a remedy, be assured, of all others the most laudable 
as well as the most salutary. Human nature itself admits 
the practioability of what I recommend : it is a rule, at 
least, which I always enjoin my fitmily to observe with 
respect to myself. ' I hope,' I say to them, ' that should I 
be attacked with any disorder, I shall desire nothing of 
which I ought either to be ashamed or hare reason to 
repent ; however, if my distemper should prevail over my 
resolution, I forbid that anything be given me but by the 
consent of my physicians ; and I shall resent your compli- 
ance with me in things improper as much as another man 
would their refusal.' I once had a most violent fever; 
when the fit was a little abated, and I had been anointed,* 
my physician offered me something to drink; I held out 
my hand, desiring he would first feel my pulse, and upon 
his not seeming quite satisfied, I instantly returned the 
cup, though it was just at my lips. Afterwards, whfm I was 
preparing to go into the bath, twenty days from the first 
attack of my illness, perceiving the physicians whispering 
together, I enquired what they were saying. They replied 
they were of opinion I may x>ossibly bathe with safety, how- 
ever that they were not without some suspicion of risk, 
* What need is there,' said I, ' of my taking a bath at all?' 
And so, with perfect calmness and tranquillity, I gave up 

* Unctioii was much esteemed and prescribed by the ancient*. 
Oelsmi expressly recommends it in the remission of acute distempers: 
*ungi UnUerque pmrUractari oorpw, eUam in andit H recenUbiu morMs 
•porM;<fir0MitMonstofn0fi,'Ao. Oelsi Med. ed. AlmebTeen, p. 88. JL 
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a pleasure I was upon the point of enjoying, and abstained 
from the bath as serenely and composedly as though I were 
going into it I mention this, not only by way of enforcing 
my advice by example, but also that this letter may be a 
sort of tie upon me to persevere in the same resolute absti- 
nence for the future. Farewell. 



LETTEB II. To Justus. 

How do yon reconcile your assuring me that you have 
no leisure from business, and your expressing at the same 
time an earnest desire to see my works ; npon which even 
the idle will scarce bestow some of their useless hours ? I 
will not, then, break in npon your occupations during this 
summer season ; but when the return of winter shall render 
it probable that your evenings, at least, may be free, I will 
look over my trifles to see what I have most worth showing 
you. In the meanwhile, I shall be well satisfied if my 
letters are not troublesome ; as I suspect they are, and 
therefore shorten them. Farewell. 



LETTEB III. To Pbaesens. 

Are you, then, determined to pass your whole time be- 
tween Lncania * and Campania ? f Your answer, I suppose, 
will be, ' Lucania is my own native country, and Campania 
my wife's.' This, I admit, may justify a long absence, but 
I cannot allow it as a reason tor a pei*petual one. But are 
yon resolved in good earnest never to retui-n to Rome, that 
theatre of dignities, preferment, and friendly connections 
of every sort? How long are you obstinately bent upon 
living your own master, and sleeping and rising just when 
3'ou thmk proper? Will you never change your undress 
for town attire, but spend your whole days in easy freedom? 
It is time, however, you should revisit our bustling scene, 
were it only that your rural pleasures may not pall by 
satiety : appear at the levees of the great, that you may 

* Oomprehendipg the Basilioata, a provinoe in Naplea If. 

t Now called Campagna di Soma, oee book vi. letter iv. note *, ML 



Lnm i.] THE LBTTP!HS OF FLINT. 

enjoy the same honour yonrself with more satisfaction; 
and mix in our crowd, that yon may have a keener relish 
for the charms of solitude* But am I not imprudently 
retarding the friend I would recall ? it is these very cir- 
cumstances, perhaps, that induce you every day more and 
more to wrap yourself up in retirement All, however, 
I wish to prevail with you is only to intermit, not to 
renounce, the charms of solitude. If I were to invite you 
to a feast, as I would blend sharp and pungent dishes with 
those of a more luscious kind, in order to revive your 
appetite by the one, which had been cloyed and blunted by 
tne other, so I now advise you to season the sweetnesses 
of life with occasional acids, so to speak. Farewell. 



LETTER IV. To Pontiu& 

You have read, you say, my hendecasyllabics, and are 
desirous to know what first induced a man of my gravity 
(as 3'ou are pleaued to call me, though in truth I am only not 
a trifler) to write verses. To go back, then, to my earliest 
years, I had always an inclination to poetry, insomuch that 
when I was fourteen years of age, I composed a tragedy in 
Greek. ' What sort of a one ? ' do you ask. I real^ don't 
know ; all I remember of it is that it was called a tragedy. 
Some time after this, on my return from the army, being 
detained in the island of Icaria* by contmry winds, I 
wrote some Latin elegies oh the self-same island and sea. 
I have since made some attempts in the heroic kind ; but 
these are the first hendecasyllabics I ever composed ; and 
the following accident gave them biiiJL The treatise of 
Asinius Gallus was r^std to me one day at Lauren turn, in 
which he draws a comparison between his father and 
Cicero, and cites an epigram of Tully's on his &vourite 
Tiro. Upon retiring to take my afternoon's nap (for it was 
summer time), and not being able to sleep, I began to reflect 
that the greatest orators have been fond of pcetry, and by 
no means despised it as an art. I tried therefore what I 
could do in this way ; and, though I had long disused my- 
self to things of this sort, I wrote down, in a much shortet 

^ An ialand in the Arohipelago^ now called Kloaria. JL 
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time than I ooald have imagined, the following lines npoB 
the subject whioh gave me the fii-st hint: 

' When Galloa I read, who pretendB that hia aire 
Had far more than Tolly poeticftl fire, 
The wiaeat of men, I peroeiT*d held it fit 
To temper hia wiadom with loye and with wit; 
For Tully, paTe Tully, in amoroua atraina. 
Of the frauda of hia paramour Tiro compltdhia ; 
That faithleaa to love, and to pleaaore untrue, 
From hia promia'd embrace the arch wanton withdrew. 
Then aaid I to my heart, Why ahouldat thou conceal 
The aweeteat of peaaiona, the loye which you feel — 
Yea, fly wanton muae, and proclaim it around. 
Thy Pliny haa loy'd, and ma Tiro haa found ; 
The ooy one ao artful, who awuetly duniea, 
And from tlio soft flame, but to heighten it, fliea.' 

From this I turned to elegy, whioh I performed with the 
same ease ; and being thus lured on by the facility with 
which the muses yielded to me, I added others to the 
number of my productions of this kind. On my return to 
Bome I showed my peiformanoes to some of my Mends, 
who were pleased to approve of them. Afterwards, when- 
ever I had spare time, and particularly when I travelled, I 
made several other attempts in the poetical line. At leneth 
I determined, after the example of many others, to pubush 
a separate volume of these poems, and I have no reason to 
repent of my resolution. They are much enquired after, 
and are in everybody's hands ; they have even tempted tiie 
Greeks to learn our language, who sing them to their harps 
and lyres. But why am I boasting so? though poets, 
remember, possess the privilege of raving. Still, I am not 
ffiving you my own judgment, but that of others, which, 
be it right or wrons, I am exceedingly pleased with ; and 
have only to wish that posterity too may bo of the same 
right or wrong way of tninking. Farewell. 



LETTEB V. To Calfcjrhia.* 

Yon will not believe what a longing for yon possesses 
me. The chief cause of this is my love ; and tLen we have 

• HUwifa 
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not erown used to be apart. So it oomes to paas that I lie 
awaKo a grea part of the night, thinking of yon ; and that 
by day, when the hours return at which I was wont to visit 
yon, my feet take me, as it is so truly said, to your chamber ^ 
but not finding you there, I return, sick and sad at heart, 
like an excluded lover. The only time that is free fmm 
these torments is when I am being worn out at the bar, and 
in the suits of my friends. Judse you what must be mr 
life when I find my repose in tou, my solace in wretohea- 
ness and anxiety. Farewell. 

LBTTER YI. To MACRDrim. 

A Tenr singular and remarkable accident has happened 
in the aflnir of Yarenus,* the resnlt of which is yet douDtful. 
The Bithynians, it is said, have dropped their prosecution 
of him ; being convinced at last that it was ranhly under- 
taken. A deputy from that province is arrived, who ha8 
broueht with him a decree of their ansembly ; copies of 
which he has delivered to Caesar,t and to several of the 
leading men in Rome, and also to us, the advocates fur 
Yarenus. Magnus,} neverthelei^s, whom I mentioned in 
my last letter to you, persists in his charee, to support 
which he is incessantly teasing the wortny Kigrinus. 
This excellent pei-son was counsel for him in his former 
petition to the consuls, that Yarenus might be compelled 
to produce his acouunts. Up(>n this occasion, as I attended 
Yarenus merely as a friend, I determined to be silent. I 
thought it highly imprudent for me, as I wan appointed 
his counsel by the senate, to attempt to defend him as an 
accused person, when it was his business to intdst that 
there was actually no charge subsisting against him. How- 
ever, when Nigrinus had finished his speech, the consuls 
turning their eyes upon me, I rose up, and, * When you shall 
hear,' 1 said, ' what the real deputies from the province 
have to object against the motion of Kigrinus, jou will see 
that my silence was not without just reason.' Upon this 
Nigrinus asked me, ' To whom are these deputies sent?* I 
replied, *To me among others; I have the decree of thfl 

^ Sea book v. letter xx. t Trnjau. 

I Orj of the BUhynians omplojel to manage the tnaL Jl 

Q 
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pnivince in my bands.' Be retained, *11uit ia a pcnni 
which, though it may he clear to yon, I am not ao well 
Katiafied of/ To thia I ausweredy *Thungh it may not 
he ao evident to you, who are coooemed t » anpport the 
accusation, it may he perfectly clear to me, who am on 
the more £EtTuurahle aide.' Then Polyaenna, the deputy from 
the province, acquainted the aenate with the reaaona for 
huperseding the proaecation, hut deaiied it might he with- 
out prejudice to Caeaar'a determination. Magnua answered 
him ; Polyaenna replied ; aa for myaelf, I only now and then 
threw in a word, oheerving in general a complete ailence. 
For I have learned that upon aome oocasioria it ia aa much an 
prator'a husineaa to he aiient aa to apeak, and I rememher, 
in aome criminal caaea, to have done even more aervice to 
my clienta hy a diacrt^t ailence than I could have expected 
from the moat carefully prepared apeech. To enter into 
the auhject of eloquence ia indeed very foreign to the pur- 
pose of my letter, yet allow me to give you one inatance 
m proof of my laat oheervation. A certain lady having 
loat her son aoapeoied that hia freedmen, whom he had 
appointed coheira with her, were guilty of forging the will 
and poisoning him. Accordingly ahe chareed them wit^ the 
fact oefore the emperor. Mho directed Jiuianua Suhuranua 
to try the cauae. 1 waa counael for the defendanta, and tlie 
caae heing exceedingly remarkahle, and the counael en- 
gaged on hoth aides of eminent ahility, it drew together 
a very numerous audience. The issue waa, the aervanta 
heing put to the torture, my clienta were acquitted. But 
the mother applied a second time to the emperor, pretend- 
ing ahe had ai^covered aome new evidence. Suhuranua waa 
therefore directed to hear the cauae, and aee if she could 
produce any freah proofa. Juliua Africanua was counsel 
for the mother, a young man of good parts, hut slender 
experience. He is grandson to the famous orator of that 
name, of whom it ia reported that Pasaienua Orispua, 
hearing him one day plead, archly aaid, ' Very fine, I muat 
confess, very fine; hut is all tliia fine speaking to the 
purpose ? ' Julius Africanus, I say, having made a long 
harangue, and exhausted the portion of time allotted to 
him, said, ' I hee you, Suhuranus, to allow me to add one 
word more.' When he had concluded, and th^ eyes of the 
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whole assembly had been fixed a oonsiderable time upon 
me, 1 rose up. ' I would have answered Afrioanus,' Kaid I, 
* if he bad added that one word he begged leave io do, in 
which I doubt not he would have told us all that we had 
not heaid before.' I do not remember to have gained so 
muoh applause by any speech that I ever made as I did in 
this instance bv making none. Thus the little that I had 
hitherto said for Yarenus was received with the same 
general approbat ion. The consuls, agreeably to the i equefst 
of Polyaenus, reserved the whole afiair fur the determina- 
tion of the emperor, whose resolution I impatiently wait 
for ; as that will decide whether I may be entirely secure 
and easy with respect to Yarenus, or must again renew all 
toy trouble and anxiety upon hiH account. Farewell. 

LETTER VII. To Saturhihus. 

Though I had very lately made my acknowledgments to 
our friend Ptiscus, yet^ since it was your desire, I repeated 
them with the greatest pleasure. It is most delightful to 
me to see so much haimony subsist between two such 
worthy men, whom I tenderly esteem, and that you oon- 
sider each other's friendship as a mutual obligation. For 
he professes also on his part to receive great happiness from 
yours, and, with a very generous contention, endeavours to 
rival you in that reciprocal affection, which time, 1 am 
persuaded, will augment 

I am sorry to find you so taken up with business that 
you cannot attend to your studies; however, as soon as 
yon shall have oompromised (which you say you are upon 
the point of effecting) one of the causes you mention, and 
brought the other to a hearing, you will be at leisure to 
enjoy the retirement of the country; and when you are 
satiated with that, we may hope to see you back again 
amongst us. Farewell. 

• 

LETTER Yni. To Priscus. 

The letters after letters I receive from our friend Batur- 
ninus, expressing his sense of your favours to him, afford 
me ta^expressible satisfiictioii. May you go on as you have 

Q2 
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begnu, and continue to cherish an affection for so worthy 
a man, from whose friendship yon will receive an intents 
and lasting pleasure. For greatly distinguished as he is 
by every other virtue, he is particularly so by his in- 
variable attachment to his friends. Farewell. 



LETTEB IX. To Tuscas. 

Tou desire my opinion as to the method of study you 
SDOuld pursue, in tnat retirement to which you have Ions 
since withdrawn. In the first place, then, I look upon it 
as a very advantageous practice (and it is what many re- 
oommeiid) to translate either from Greek into Latin or 
from Latin into Greek. By this means you acquire pro- 
]iriety and dignity of expression, and a variety of beautiful 
figures, and an ease and strength of exposition, and in the 
imitution of the best models a facility of creating such 
models for yourself. Besides, thoi»e things which you may 
possibly have overlooked in an oroi ary reading over 
cannot escape you in translating: and this method will 
also enlarge your knowledge, and improve your judg- 
ment. It may not be amiss, after you have read an 
author, to turn, as it were, his rival, and attempt some- 
thing of your own upon the same topic, and then make a 
i;areful comparison between your performance and his, in 
order to see in what points either you or he may be the 
happier. You may congratulate yourself indeed if you 
shall find in some things that you have the advantage of 
him, while it will be a great mortification i. Se is always 
superior. You may sometimes select very famous passages 
and compete with what you selects The competition is 
daring enough, but, as it is private, cannot be called im- 
pudent. Not but that we have seen instances of persons 
who have publicly entered this sort f/f lists with great 
credit to themselves, and, while they did not despair of 
overtaking, have gloriously outstripped those whom they 
thought it sufficient honour to follow. A speech no longer 
frosh in your memoiy, you may tako up again. You will 
find plenty in it to leave unaltered, but still more to reject ; 
you will add anew thought here, aud >«lter another theie. 



Lam 9.] TSB USTTEBS OF FLINT. 229 

It is a laborious and tedious task, I own, thus to re« 
enflame the mind after the first heat is over, to recover an 
impulse when its force has been checked and spc^nt, atid, 
wor^e than all, to put new limbs into a body already com* 
plete without disturbing the old ; but the advantage 
attending this method will overbsilMnce the difficulty. I 
know the bent of your present attention is directed to- 
wards the eloqiienoe of the bar ; but I would not for that 
reason advise you never to quit the polemic, if I may io 
oall it, and contentious style. As land is improved by 
sowing it with various seeds, constantly chHnged,so is the 
mind by exeioising it now with this subject of study, now 
with that. I would recommend you, therefore, sometimes 
to take a subject from history, and you might give more 
care to the composition of your letteis. For it frequently 
happens that in pleading one has occasion to make use not 
only of hintorical, but even poetical, styles of description ; 
and then from letters you acquire a concise and simple 
mode of expression. You will do quite right again in re- 
freshing yourself with poetry : wnen I say so, I do not 
mean that species of poetry which tnrns upon subjects of 
great length and continuity (tueh being suitable only for 
persons of leisure\ but those little pieces of the sprightly 
kind of poesy, which serve as proper reliefn to, and are con- 
sistent with, employments of every sort. They commonly 
go under the title of poetical amutemenis ; but these amuse- 
ments have sometimes gained their authors as much repu* 
tation as works of a more serious nature ; and thus (for while 
I am exhorting you to poetry, why should I not turn poet 
myself?) 

* Ab yielding wax the artist's skill oommands, 
Sabmissive shap'd beneath his forming bands; 
Kow dreadfal stonds in arms a Mars oonfest; 
Or now with Yenus^ softer air imprest; 
A wanton Oapid now the mould belies ; 
Now shines, severely chaste, a Pallas wife : 
As not alone to quench the raging flHmo, 
The sacred fountain pours her friendlv stream ; 
But sweetly gliding through the flowery green. 
Spreads glad refreshment o'er the smiling soeno : 
60^ fitrm'd by science, should^ the ductile mind 
BetDe^ve, distinct, eaoti Tarious art refln'd.' 

In thin mannisr the greatest men, as well as the greatetl 
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oratoni, used either to exercise or amuse themselves, or 
rather indeed did both. It is surprising how muoh the 
mind is enlivened and refreshed by these little poetioal 
compositions, as thej turn upon love, hatred, satire, 
tenderness, politeness, and everjthinff, in short, that con- 
cerns life and the affairs of the world. Bebirles, the same 
advantage attends these, as every other sort of poems, that 
we turn from them to prose with so much the more 
pleasure after having experienced the difficulty of beine 
eonsti-ained and fettered oy metre. And now, perhaps, I 
have troubled you upon this subject longer than yoa 
desired ; however, there is one thing I have left out : I 
haTC not told you what kind of authors you should read ; 
though indeed that was sufficiently imnlied when I told you 
on what you should write. Bemember to be careful in 
your choice of authors of every kind : for, as it has been 
well observed, ' though we should road much, we should 
not read many books.' * Who those authors are, is so 

* TI1U8 tlie noble and polite moraliat, speaking of the Influenoe which 
our reading has upon our ta$U and mannerSf thinks it imporper * to call 
a man wMtwvod, who reads many authors ; since he must of necessity 
iiaye more ill moduls than good : and be more stuffed with bombast, ill 
fiinov, und wry thought, thsm filled with solid sense and just imagina- 
tion. (Charuct v. i. 142.) When the GotUs overran Greece, the 
libraries escaped their desbruction, by a notion wliioh some of their 
leaden industriously propagated among them, that it would be moro 
for their interest to leave those spoils untouched to their enemies ; as 
being proper to enervate their minds, and amuse them with vain and 
idle speculations. Truth perhaps has been less a gainer bv this 
multiplicity of books than error; and it muy be a question whether 
the excellent models which have been delivered down to us from anti- 
quty, together with those few which modern times have produced, by 
any means balance the immoderate weight which must be thrown into 
the opposite scale of writers. The truth is, though we may be learned 
by other men's reflections, wise we can only bo by our own : and the 
maxim here recommended by Pliny would well deserve the attention 
of the studious, though no other inconvenience attended the reading of 
many books than thnt which Sir William Temple apprehends from it : 
the lessening the force and growtli of a man's own genius. For it may 
be justly doubted, with that ingenious author, * whether the weight and 
number of so many other men'is thoughts and notions may not suppress 
his own, or hinder the mution or agitation of them, from which all inven- 
tion arises ; as heaping on w5o9il||tbo many sticks, or too close together, 
suppresses, and sometimes quite extinguishes, a little spark, that would 
otherwise have grown up to a noble flame.* (Essay on Learning, t. i. 
158.) M. 
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dearly settled, and so generally known, that I need not 
paHicularly speoifj them ; besides, I haye already extended 
this letter to suoh an immoderate length that, while 
suggesting how yon ought to stndy, I have, I fear, been 
aotnally interrupting vour studies. I will here resign you 
therefore to your tablets, either to resume the studies in 
whioh you were before engaged or to enter upon some ot 
those I have recommended. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To Macrinub. 

As I always love to know the end of a story when I 
have heard the beginning, so, I imagine, you will be 

flad to be informed of the rest of the cause between the 
lithynians and Varenus. It was pleaded before the em* 
•peror hy Polyaenus on one side, and Magnus on the other. 
When Caesai* had heard both, 'Neither part}^' said he, 
' shall have reason to complain of the delav ; but I will 
take care to inform myself of the real sentiments of the 
province.' In the meanwhile, Varenus has gained a very 
considerable point; for can anything make the justness 
of his accusation appear more doubtful than that it is a 
question whether he is accused at all ? We have only 
to wish that the province may not again approve of the 
measure which, it is said, it now condemns, and repent of 
its former repentance. Farewell. 



LETTER XL To Fabatos {his mfe's grandfather). 

You are surprised, I find, that my share of five-twelfths 
of the estate which lately fell to me, and whioh I had 
directed to be sold to the best bidder, should have beer, 
disposed of by my freedman Hermes to Corellia T without 
putting it up to auction) at the rate of seven nundred 
thousand sesterces * for the whole. And as you think it 
might have ftstched nine hundred thousand,! you are bo 
mnob the more desirous *to know whether I am inclined 
to ratify what he has done. ^jiMP^ ^nd listen, while I tell 

* About £5460. f About £7080. 
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you why, for I hope that not only you will approve, but 
alrio that my fellow-coheirs will excuse me for having, upon 
a motive of superior obligation, separated my interest from 
theirs. I have the highest eateem for Corellia, both as the 
sister of Rufiis, whose memory will always be a sacred one 
to me, and as my mother's intimate friend. Besides, that 
excellent man Minutius Tuscns, her husband, has eyery 
claim to my affection that a long fiiendship can give him ; 
as there was likewise the closest intimacy between her son 
and me, so much so indeed that I fixed upon him to preside 
at the games which I exhibited when I was elected praetor. 
This lady, when I was last in the country, expressed a 
strong desire for some place upon the borders of our lake 
of Comum ; I therefore made her an offer, at her own 
price, of any p<irt of my land there, except what came to 
me from my ^Either and mother ; for that I could not o«)nsent 
to part with, even to Corellia, and accordingly when the' 
inheritance in question fell to me, I wrote to let her know 
it was to be sold. This letter I sent by Hermes, who, upon 
her requesting him that he would immediately make over 
to her my proportion of it, consented. Am I not then 
obliged to connrm what my freedman has thus done in 
pursuance of my inclinations ? I have only to entreat my 
fellow- coheirs that they will not take it ill at my hands 
that I have made a separate sale of what I had certainly a 
right to dispose oil They are not bound in any way to 
follow my example, since they have not the same connec- 
tions with Corellia. They are at full liberty therefore to 
be guided by interest, which in my own case I chose 
to sacrifice to friendship. FarewtlL 



LETTER XII. To Mjnicius. 

I have been so much the longer in sending you the peti- 
tion which I have drawn up at your request for the use of 
your or rather I should say <mr friend (for what is there 
that we do not possess in. common ?^ that you might have 
no time to correct, that is, to spoil it. After all, whether 
you may or may not find time for that purpose, I knaw 
not; but of thislum sure, you will most oert&inly sjioil it, 



I.mn 14.] THE LETTERS OF PLIHT. 233 

if * agreeably to the very delicate taste of yonr verj refined 
oritios,' you should ret tench the very host paasagen. 1 
^all forgive you, however, if yuu should, and shall, upon 
)ome future oecasion, sncoessfully make use of what your 
fastidious delioaoy rejects ; w I doubt not to receive your 
applause for what you will find annotated and interlined. 
I suspeoted tou would call everything unnatuml and 
bombast which is elevated and sonoroun, I have thought 
proper therefore for your ease and convenience to vary the 
phrase, condensing and pmninKt or rather, indeed, lowering 
and impoverishing it; though yon, I know (for why 
should X not rally your delicate taste ?), will think it an 
improvement. Thus far, in order to make tou smile in 
the midst of your serious occupations ; but without doubt, 
I am v^ry serious indeed in what I am going to add : I 
expect to be reimbursed the expense I have been put to in 
sending a courier express with this petition. Now are you 
not disposed to condemn it, not only in some of its parts, 
but in the whole, and insist that you ought not to pay for 
a thing which is absolutely valueless ? Farewell. 



LETTER XIII. To Ferox. 

I find from your letter that you do, and do not, study. 
This will appear a little enigmatical until I ex[)lain it : you 
expressly say indeed that you have bid adieu to study ; but 
such a vein of elegance iun'< through your whole letter 
that it is impossible it should have been composed without 
much thougnt: unless you are privileged beyond the rest 
of mankind, and can express such admirable sentiments, in 
so polished a style, carelessly and with a flowing pen. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XIV. To Corbllia. 

You are truly eenerous {o desire and insist that I take 
for my share of uie estate you purchased of me, not after 
ibe rate of seven hundred thousand sesteroes* far the 

• See tiie llth letter of this bcok. 
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whole, as mv freedman sold it to you ; but in the propor- 
tiou of nine hundred thousand, agreeably to what you gave 
to the farmers of the twentieths * for their part. But I 
must desire and insist in my turn that you would oonsider 
not only what is suitable to your character, but what is 
worthy of mine ; and that you would su£Eer me to oppose 
your inclination in this single instancci with the same 
irarmtk that I obey it in all others. FarewelL 



LEITER XV. To Saturhinus. 

• 

You ask me ^10 J spend my time f Tou know how my 

Sublio duties take up a good part of it ; what remains i 
evote to the seryice of my friends, and sometimes to my 
books ; and although I will not venture to'affirm it would 
be better, 1 am sure it would be happier, if I could say 
that the latter not only iomeiimee, but altogether engage 
me. I should be concerned to hear that your occupations 
are of the sort least aci^reeable to you, if I did not know you 
are busied in the noblest oiBces ; as nothing can be more 
praiseworthy than to be active in the interest of one's 
country, and settling controversies among one's friends. 

I felt sure you would find the company of our friend 
Priscus extieinely agreeable, as I know the amiable sim- 
plicity and politeness of his manners ; but I had yet to 
leaiii (what 1 had the pleasure of being informeil of by 
your letter) that he so obligingly remembers the services 
1 have done him. Farewell. 



LETTER XVI. To Pabatus. 

Galestrius Tiro, to whom I am united by every public 
and private connection, is in the number of my most inti- 
mate friends. We served together in the army, and were 

* Augustus imposed a tax of the twentieth part of all legacies and in- 
heritancea, which he appropriated tc the support of the army. Thii 
was deemed a heavj imposition, and aooordingly it was eased in seyeral 
points by sucoeeding emperors, particularly by Trajan, as appeafi 
from our author's noble pauegf^rio upon him (Ser*t. 37, &0.), but it ir%i 
not wholly abolished till the time of Antoninus Pius. If. 
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both of as qaaestoTS * at the same time as Caesar. He get 
the start of me, indeed, in the tribnnate, by the privilege 
whioh the law gives to those who have children ;f but I 
overtook him in the praetftrship by the indnlgenoe of the 
etuperor, who dispenhod with my wanting a year of the 
Ic^l age for that office. I frequently retire with him to 
his oonutry villas, as he often takes the benefit of change 
of air at mine. He is now appointed proconsul of Baetica, 
and he proposes to pass through Tioinum,! on his way to 
that province. I hope, and indeed am well assured, I can 
easily prevail with him to turn out of his road to your 
houne if you should have an inclination to make any of 
those slav«'S entirely free before a mMgistrate to whom yon 
have already given manumission § in the presence c»f your 
friends. You need be under no apprehension that he will 
look upon this as a trouble ; I am sure he would willingly 
travel round the world for my sake. Do lay aside all 
scruple, then, and only consider what will be most agreeable 
to yourself; for he takes just as much plcHsure in exe~ 
cutmg my commands as I do in executing yours. Farewell. 



LETTER XVn. To Cslkr. 

Every author has his particular reasons fur reciting his 
works; mine, 1 have often said, are, in order, if any error 
should have escaped my own observation (m no doubt they 
do escape it sometimes), to have it pointed out to me. I 
cannot therefore but be surprirted to find (what your letter 
assures me) that there are some who blame me for reciting 

* An office resembling that of our Beoretary of state. If. 

t A law at first proposed by Aagustas, but which afterwards with 
several alterations passed in the oonsulsliip of Papius and Poppeas, 
A.U. 762 ; in which, amongst othir things, it was enactt^d, ' That all 
ma^trates should take preoedenoe aoootiiDg to the number of their 
ehildron; that in eleotions those candidates should be preferred who 
had the most numerous oflbpring; and that any person might stand 
soonsr than ordinary for an office if be liad as many ohttdien as he 
wanted years to be capahle of bearing such a dignity.' Yid. Lipsii 
Exours. ad Tacit An. L 8. M. 

X Payia. 

I This last method only disohaiwed them from servitude^ bat did 
aot entitle them to the privileges ofoomplete freedom. JIf. 
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my speeoaeB : unlesp, perhaps, they are of opinion that ihii 
18 the single species of composition that ought to be held 
exempt from any correction. If so, I wonld willingly ask 
them why they allow (if indeod thev do allow) that hiii- 
tory may be recited, since it is a work which ought to be 
devoted to truth, not ostentation ? or why traKedy, as it is 
composed for action and the stage, not for being read to a 
piivato audience? or lyric poetry, as it is n<it a reader, 
out a chorus of voices and instruments that it requires ? 
They will reply, perhaps, that in the instances refetred to 
custom has made the pi-actice in question usual : I should 
be glad to know, then, if they think the person who first 
intioduced thia practice is to be condemned? Besides the 
rehearsal of speeches is no unprecedented thinff either with 
us or the Grecians. Still, perhaps, they will insist that it 
can answer no purpwe to recite a speecn which has already 
been delivered. 1 rue ; if one were immediately* to repeat 
the very sa'ne speech word for word, and to the veiy same 
audience; but if you make several additions and altera- 
tions ; if your au«Uence is composed partly of the same, 
and partly of different persons, and the recital is at some 
distance (»f time, why is there less propriety in rehearding 
3'our speech than in publishing it? * But it is diffii'ult,* 
the objectors urge, ' to give satisfaction to an audience by 
the mere recital of a speech ;' that is a cunsid oration which 
concerns the particular skill and pains of the portion who 
rehearses, but by no means holds good against re utation in 
general. 'Vhe truth is, it is not whilst I am reading, but 
when 1 am read, that I aim at approbation ; and upon this 
principle I omit no sort of correction. In the first place, I 
frequently go carefully over what I have written, by my- 
self, after this I read it out to two or three frienHs, and 
then give it to others to make their remarks. If after 
this I have any doubt concerning the justness of their 
observations, I carefully weigh them again with a friend 
or two; and, last of all, I recite them to a larger audience, 
then is the time, believe me, when I correct m«)st ener- 
getically and unsparingly; for my care and attention rise 
in pioportion to my anxiety ; as nothing renders the judg- 
ment so acute to detect error as that deferance, modesty, 
and difiidence one feels upon those occasions. For tell bm^ 
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would yoQ not be infinitely lees affected weie jon to speak 
before a single person only, thuugh ever so learned, tlian 
before a nnmerouB assembly, even though composed of 
none bat illiterate people ? When you rise np to plead| 
are you not at that junotare, above all others, most self- 
distrustful ? and do you not wihh, I will not say some par- 
tioular parts only, but that the whole arrangement of your 
intended speech were altered? especially if the concourse 
should be large in which you are to speak? for there is 
something even in a low and vulgar audience thnt strikes 
one with awe. And if you suspect you are not well re- 
ceived at the first opening of your speech, do you not find 
all your energy relaxed^ and feel yourself ready to give 
wa^? The reason I imagine to be that there is a certain 
weight of collective opinion in a multitude, and although 
each individual judgment is, perhapB, of little value, yet 
when united it becomes considerable. Aocordiugly, Pom- 
poniuti Secundus, the famous tragic poet, whenever some 
very intimate friend and he differed about the retaining or 
rejecting anything in his writings, used to say, ' I appeal * to 
the people ;' and thus, by their silence or applause, adopted 
either his own or his friend's opinion ; Buch was the defer- 
ence he paid to the popular judgment I f Whether justly 

* There is a kind of witticism in this expression, which will be lost 
to the mere English ri ader, unless he be informed that the Romans 
had a privilege, confirmed to them by several laws which passed in tho 
earlier ages of the republic, of appealing from the decisions of the 
magistrates to the general assembly of the people : and they did so in the 
form of words which Pomponius here applies to a different purpose. M, 

t However unsafe in general, an appeal to the vulgar notifins may 
be, there are ^et some cases in which their sentiments have ever been 
received by the judicious «vi decisive. The merit of performano< s in 
tlie persuasive or imitative arts, so far as the mere raisins or represent- 
ing the passions are concerned, will biwt be tried by the effect tliey 
pi^uce in plain and unbiassed minds: for (as Tnlly obeerves) * that 
artist who has nature for his object must certainly fall short of the 
truth of his art, where nature is not moved.' ' The custom which pre- 
vailed among the Romans of rc^citinjc their works of genius in the por* 
ticoes and places of public resort took its rise, probably, from the s:une 
notion of a general and innate tuste being implanted in all mankind of 
what is jitft and natural in the moving arts. It was upon this prinsiple 
likewise that the great masters in painting and statuary in ancient 

> 0s Orat. lib. i. 
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or not, is no ooncern of mine^ as I am not in the habit o^ 
reciting mj works pnblioly, but only to a select ciixde, 
whose presence I respect, and whose judgment I valne; in 
a word, whose opinions I attend to as if Ukey were fo many 
individuals I had separatnly consulted, at the same time 
that I stand in as much awe before them as 1 should before 
the most numerous assembly. What Cicero says of com- 
posing will, in my opinion, hold true of tho dread we have 
of the public : * Fear is the most rigid critic imaginable.' 
The Yeiy thought of reciting, the very entrauce into an 
assembly, and the agitated concern when one is there ; 
each of these circumstances tends to improve and perfect an 
author's performance. Upon the whole, therefore, I cannot 
repent of a practice which I have found by experience so 
Ojcceedingly useful ; and am so far from being discouraged 
by the trifling objections of these censors that I request 
you would point out to me if there is yet any other kind of 
correction, that I may also adopt it ; for nothing can suf- 
ficiently satisfy my anxiety to render my compositions 
perfect. I reflect what an undertaking it is re-signing any 
MTork into the hands of the public ; and I cannot but be 
persuaded that frequent revisals, and many consultations, 
must go to the perfecting of a performance, which one 
desires should universally and for ever please. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIII. To Oaninius. 

You ask my advice as to how you should settle the sum 
of money which you have presented to our countrymen for 

Greece exhibited their performanoes to publio view, and oorreoted 
them by the popular feelings. There is a remarkable story told of 
Anaib.il Carrachi, which shows he received the same standard of merit. 
He took notice mat a famous picture of Domeuichino's, representing 
the flagellation of St Andrew, made a very strong hnpressioii upon an 
old woman, who at the same time seomed little affected with another 

Sictore of a martyrdom done by Quido, which was placed near it. A 
ebate a^erwards happening about the merit of these two performances, 
Garmehi dueided the dispute by only telling this fact Thus, aa the 

poet dbaervMi» 

. . . . ' The people's voice is odd, 
It is, and it is not, the voice of God.' 

(Pope.) U. 
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an annual festival, so as U) secure the just application of it 
after your death. Your question is prompted by truly 
generouH feeling ; but the answer is not very easy. Should 
you pay down the money to the community, the dunger is 
that it may be squandered away. If you settle lands for 
that purpose, they will probably be neglected, as those of 
the public usually are. Upon the whole, then, I can think 
of no method more eligible than what I myself pursued 
in a parallel instance. Intending to give five hundred 
thousand sesterces * for the maintecance of children of both 
sexes who were bom of g;ood families, I made a fictitious 
sale to the public agent of an estate in land whioh was 
worth considerably more, who n Ci)nyeyed it back to me, 
charged with a yearly lent of thirty thousand sesterces.f 
By this means the principal was secured to the community, 
at the same time that the interest was certain, and the 
astate itself (as it was of much greater value than the rent 
charged upon it^ was always sure of finding a tenant. I 
am well aware, indeed, that by this method I have actually 

?;iven moie than I appear to haye done, as the value of the 
airest estate will he considerably dimininhed by the in- 
cumbrance with which it is charged. But the interest of 
the public ought always to take plaoe of every private con^ 
sideration, as what is eteinal is to be preferrea to what is 
mortal; and one's benefHOtions ought to be a matter of 
much more careful consideration than one's own gains. 
Farewell. 



LBTTEB XIX. To Priscos. 

The illness of my friend Fannia gives me greet concern. 
She contracted it during her attendance on Junia, one 
of the Vestal virgins, engagin^c in this eood office at first 
voluntarily, Junia being her relation, and afterwards being 

* About £B900. 

t About £240. It should seem by this passage that the rate of 
interest of money npon mortgage among the Romans in Plinv's time, 
or rather at the time when he wrote this letter (for no doubt it varied 
with public dronmstanoee), was at 6 per cent, as in the oommoii way 
of loan ; upon personal security, it appears, from the siity-second letlef 
of the tenth book, to have been so nigh as 12 per cent M. 
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appointed to it by an order from the college of priests : 
for the»e virgins, when excessive ill-health renders it 
neoessary to remove them from the temple of Vesta, ai**! 
alway:i delivered over to the oare and custody of some 
venerable matntn. It was owing to her assiduity in the 
execution of this charge that bhe contracted her present 
dangerous disorder, which is a continual fever, attended 
with a cough that increases daily. Sl^e is extremely 
emaciated, and every part of her seems in a total decay 
except her spirits : those, indeed, she fully keeps up ; 
and in a way altogether worthy the wife of Helvidius, 
and the daughter of llirasea. In all other i-espects there 
is such a faUing away that I am more than apprehensive 
upon her account ; 1 am deeply afflicted. 1 grieve, my 
friend, that so excellent a woman is going to be removed 
from the eyes of the world, which will never, fierhaps, 
ugain behold her equal. So pure she is, so pious, so wise 
and prudent, so brave and steadfast t Twice she followed 
her husband into exile, and the third time she was 
banished herself upon his account. For Senecio, when 
arraigned for writing the life of Helvidius, having eaid 
in his defence that he composed that work at the re- 
quest of Fannia, Metius Cktnis, wich a stem and threaten- 
ing air, asked her wheV/ier she had made that request, 
and she replied, ' I made it.' Did she supply him likewise 
with materials for the purpose? * I did.* Was her mother 
privy to this transaction? 'She was not.' In short, 
throughout her whido examination, not a word escaped 
her which betrayed the smallest fear. On the contrary, 
she had preserved a copy of those very books which the 
senate, over-awed b}' the tyranny of the times, had ordered 
to be suppressed, and at tne same time the e£fects of the 
author to be confiscated, and carried with her into exile 
the v)9ry cause of her exile. How pleasing she is, how 
courteous, and (what is granted to tew) no less loveable 
than worthy of all esteem and admiration ! Will she 
hereafter be pointed out as a model to all wives; and 
perhaps be esteemed worthy of being set foi-th as an ex- 
ample of fortitude even to our sex ; since, while we still 
have the pleasure of seeing and conversing with her, 
we contemplate her with the same admiration, as those 
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heroines who are oelebrated in ancient story ? For myself, 
I confess, I cannot bat tremble for this illubtrious house, 
which seems shaken to its very foundations, and readv to 
Hftll ; for though she will leave descendants behind her, 
yet what a height of virtue must they attain, what glorious 
deeds must they perform, ere the world will be persuaded 
that she was not the last of her family I It is an additional 
affliction and ang^uish to me that by her death I seem to 
lose her mother a decond time ; that worthy mother (and 
what can I say higher in her praise ?) of so noble a woman I 
who, as she was restored to me in her daughter, so she 
will now again be taken from me, and the loss of Fannia 
will thus pierce my heart at once with a fresh, and at 
the same time re-opened, wound. I so truly loved and 
honoured them both, that I know not whioh I loved the 
best; a point they desired might ever remain undeter- 
mined. Li their prosperity and their adversity I did them 
every kindness in my power, and was their coiriforter in 
exile, as well as their avenger at their return. But I have 
not yet paid them what I owe, and am so much the more 
solicitous fur the recovery of this lady, that I may have 
time to discharge my debt to her. Such is the anxiety 
and sorrow under which I write this letter t But if some 
divine power should happily turn it into joy, I shall not 
oomplain of the alarms I now suffer. Farewell. 



LETTER XX. To Tacitus. 

I have read your book through, and have marked as 
carefully as I could the passages I think should be altered, 
and those which I am of opinion might be left out. It is 
as habitual to me to speak truth as it is agreeable to you 
to hear it, and indeed none are more patient of censure 
than those who have the best claim to applause. I now 
expect, in return, your observations upon the treatise of 
mine I lately sent you. Happy, noble interchange I and 
how deliehtful it is to think tliat posterity, if it shall con- 
cern itself at all about us, vnll not cease to mention with 
what harmony, what freedom, what mutual ccmfidence, we 
lived together ! It will be an instance as remarkable as 

E 
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it is QDoommon, that two persons nearly of the same age 
and rank, and of some literary reputation (for since I 
join myself with you, I am obliged to speak of you with 
more reserve), should thus mutually assist and promote 
each other's studies. When I was a very young man, and 
you in the prime of your glory and reputation, I ardently 
desired t>> follow in your steps, and tio be considered, as 
well as really to oome, next in character to you, though 
with a long iuterval between t And though there were, 
at that time, in Bome, many men of the most eminent 
abilities, yet you, of all others, appeared to me most suit- 
able for imitation, most worthy of imitation. I am the 
more rejoiced, then, to find that, in all companies where 
learning is the topic of conversation, we are always men- 
tioned together, and that my name immediately follows 
yours. It is true there are some who prefer one of us, 
perhaps, to the other ; but it makes not the slightest dif- 
ference to me in what order we are placed, so long as that 
we stand together ; for, in my estimation, whoever is next 
to you must necessarily precede every one else. And you 
ought to have noticed too that in wills,* unless by chance 
in the case of particular friendship to either of us, we are 
always equally considered, and that the legacies bequeathed 
to us are generally the same, both in number and value. 
Since, then, we are thus closely linked together by our 
studies, manners, reputation, and even those last instances 
of human judgment, should not these things all tend to 
increase the warmth of our affection for each other. Fare- 
well. 

* * It was the peooliar ouBtom of Borne, for the olienta and dependents 
of fiuniliee, to bequeath at thoir death to their patrons eome conaider- 
able part of their estates, as the most effectual testimony of their 
respect and gratitude ; ana the more a man reoelYed in this way, the 
more it redounded to his credit Thus Oioero mentions it to the 
honour of LuouUus, that, while he governed Asia as proconsul, many 
great estates were left to him by wul. And Nepos tells us, in praise 
of Atticus, that he succeeded to many inheritances of the same kind 
oeqneathed to him on no other account than of his friendly and 
amiable temper. Cioero, when he was fiUsely reproached by Antony 
with being neglected on these occasions, declared in his reply, that he 
had gained from this dngle article about two handrea tnousand 
poonds.* ]€iddleton*BLifbofTnUy,T.ii.514. M. 
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LETTER XXL To Oor^jjtvb. 

I obey your oommanda, my deareot colleague, and oonsult 
the weaness of my eyes. Acoordingly I came hither in 
a covered litter, in which I was as much sheltered as if ] 
hud been in my own room. I forbear too (with reluctance 
indeed, however I do forbear) both writing and reading, 
and study only with my ears. By drawing the ourtains 
of my room, 1 darken it, without making it quite dark, 
and when I walk in rav covered portico, 1 olose the lower 
row of windows, and m this way enjoy as much shade as 
light* Thus I accustom myself to tiie light, by degrees. 
The bath doing me good in this case, I allow myself it, 
juHt as I allow myself wine because it does not hurt me ; 
but in great moderation. These are my habits you know, 
but particularly now that I have one * who is always by 
me, to look after me. I received the fowl, with great 
pleasure as coming from you ; and weak as my eyes still 
are, they are strong enough, however, to see what a fine 
plump one it is. Farewell. 



LETTER XXn. To Faloo. 

Tou will not wonder at my so earnestly pressing you to 
confer the tribunate upon ray friend, when you shall be 
informed who and what he is ; and as you have engaged 
me your promise in his favour, I may now acquaint you 
with his name and character. It is Cornelius Minutianus, 
who both in rank and desert is the ornament of that pro- 
vince to which I owe my birth. He is of noble family and 
abundant means, and yet he pursues his studies with as 
much application as if the necessity of his circumstances 
required it. He is a most upright judge, a most strenuous 
advocate, a most faithful fnend. You will look upon the 
obligation as done to yourself when you shall have an 
opportunity of becoming better acquainted with the man 
who (not to speak in too lofty terms of one so modest in 
the extreme) is equal to all the honours and titles that can 
be conferred upon him. Farewell. 

^ Heaning hlf wife, perhapi^ or his physician. Jt 

B 2 
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LETTER XXIII. To Fabatos (hU wife^a grandfafker). 

I am sincerely glad you find yourself so fax reoovered 
as to be able to meet Tiro at Mediolanum ; * but that you 
may continue as strong, let me beg of you to spare your* 
self a fatigue so improper for a man of yonr years. I 
must insist then that you wait for him at Comum, and 
that you do not stir out of your own house, nor even out 
of your chamber, to receive him. As I love him with the 
affection of a brother, it would be unreasonable he should 
expect from the person whom I honour as my parent a 
pomt of ceremony which he would spare his own. Fare- 
i^ell. 

LETTEB XXIV. To Gemimius. 

Numidia Quadratilla is dead, having almost reached her 
eightieth year. She enjoyed, up to her last illness, unin- 
terrupted eood health, and was unusually stout and robust 
for one of her sex. She has left a very prudent will, 
having disposed of two-thirds of ber estate to her grand- 
son, and the rest to her grand-daughter. The young lady 
1 know very slightly, but the grandson is one of my most 
intimate friends. He is a remarkable young man, and bis 
merit entitles him to the affection of a relation, even 
where his blood does not. Notwithstanding his remark- 
able personal beauty, he escaped every malicious imputation 
both whilst a boy and when a youth : he was a husband at 
fou^-and-twenty, and would have been a Either if Provi- 
dence had not disappointed his hopes. He lived in the 
&mily with his grandmother, who was exceedingly 
devoted to the pleasures of the town, yet observed great 
severity of conduct himself, while always perfectly deferen- 
tial and submissive to her. She retained a set of panto- 
mimes,! and was an encourager of this class of people to a 

* Milan. 

t These pantomimoB were, as their name imports, universal mimics, 
whose humour consisted in imitating the peculiar manner and gesture 
of particular persons. They were at first introduced upon the stage, as 
Bcaliger supposes, to succeed the chorus and comedies, and divert the 
audience with apish postures and antic dances. In siter times those 
interludes became distinct entertainments, and were exhibited apart 
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degree inconsistent with one of her sex and rank. Bat 
Qaadratns never appeared at these entertainments, whether 
she elhihited them in the theatre or in her own house ; 
nor indeed did she reanire him to he present. I once 
heard her say, when she was recommending to me the 
Hnpenrision of her grandson's studies, that it was her 
ouBtom, in order to pass awaj some of those unemployed 
hours with which female life ahounds, to amuse herself with 
playing at chess,* or seeing tlie mimicry of her pantomimes; 

from other plays. Bnt the use of these pantomimes was not confined to 
the staffs odIv, for Suetonius iDforms us, they were introduced in funeral 
solemnities, in order to represent the manner of the deceased. If. 

* This ^me, among the Romans, seems to hare been much of the 
same nature with modem diess. Their men, which they called eaiculi 
or ItUruneuli, were made sometimes of wax, and sometimes of glass, 
and were distinguished by black and white colours. The inTcntion of 
it has been carried by some so high as the siege of Troy, but Peter 
Tezeiras, in his history of Persia (as quoted by Pitisous iii his Lex. 
Antiq. Bom.), imagines it to be of Persian original, because, says he, in 
all countries where this g^me is played, the names of the men are 
either the same with, or plainly a corruption of those given to them in 
the Persian laneuoge. Allusions to this game are frequent in the 
classic writers; nut the fullest description of it is contained in the 
following lines, taken from the little poem addressed to Piso, which is 
to be found at the end of some editions of Lucan, and ii generallf 
ascribed to that author: 

* Te si forte Jwfoi, studhrtan pondere fesawn^ 
N<m langtiere iamm, lustuque mooere per artem, 
CaUidiore modo TdnUa fxiriaktr aperta 
Calculus f et vUreo peraguwtur mUUe Mk^ 
Ui niveus tUgroSf nuno et niger alligei alboa. 
Bed iibi qvds nofi ierga deditf quis te duoe cessii 
Caloulusf out quis nonperitwuaperdidithostemf 
Mitte modis acies tua dimioai : Hie petentem 
Jhun fugitj ipse raoU : Imgo venii iUe reoessiu 
Qui stetit di ^peeufis : hio se oommittere risae * 

Audet, et di praedam vetUentem decipU hostem : 
AndpUes sunt iUe tnoras, sinUlisque ligaio 
Obligai ipse duos : hio ad nuyora mocetw^ 
Ut dtus et fracta prorumpci in agmina momdrOf 
Ckmsaque dejecto popuUiltur moenia vallo. 
IrUerea, seetis quamois aoerrima surgunt 
Praeiia mt/t^i&tw, plena tamefi ipsephajUmg«y 
Aut etktm pauoo spoliata milUe frinois, 
Mi Ubi eaj^ioae resonat wsanus utraque turhae,* 

Ad Pison. Pofematioa. 

[TBAinLATnn. 
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bat that, whenever she engaged in either of those amuse* 
ments, she oonstanily sent away her grandson to his studies: 
she appeared to me to aot thus as muoh out of reverence 
for the youth as fi-om affection. I was a good deal sur- 
prised, an I am sure you will he too, at what he told ma 
the last time the Pontifical * games were exhibited. As 
we were coming out of the theatre tiigether, where we 
had been entertained with a show of these pantomimes. 
Do you know/ said he, * to-day is the first time I ever saw 
my grandmother's f reedman dance ? ' Such was the grand- 
son's speech t while a set of men of a far different stamp, in 
order to do honour to Quadratilla (I am ashamed to call it 
JboiMMM*), wei*e running up and down the theatre, pretend'* 

TKAHBLATION. 

* When, to relieye the Uboun of ihj mind, 
l*hou turn'ft from deep research in arte refin*d, 
Not in aofl indolence jou waeie the hour, 
But happier genius stiil exerts its pow'r ; 
To mimic war the radiant troops are led, 
And martial ranks the varied table spread ; 
There sable bands, and here a snow-white train, 
With doubtfol fate of war the fight maintain. 
But who with thee shall dare dispute the field f 
Led bT thy hand, what warrior knows to yield f 
Or if he fall, he falls with glorious pride, 
His ranqnished foe extended hj his side. 
Unnuml^'d stratagems thy forces try : 
Mow artful feign, and only feign, to ny. 
Now boldly rushes 'midst the ranks of war 
The chief who riew'd the slaught'ring scene from far. 
This, bravely daring in the arduous toil. 
Repels the host advancing to the spoil, 
While cautious that moves dreadful on and slow. 
And fraudfiil meditates the certain blow ; 
What though in guise a slave he seems in chains. 
Two captives He in durance close detains. 
But see von hero with impetuous haste 
Bursts through the ranks, and lays the ramparts watte. 
While thus the mighty battle glows around. 
And prostrate chien bestrow the well-fought ground, 
ITttll and unbroken lo I thy squadrons stand. 
Or foarce one warrior lost of thy command ; 
The captive crowds thy victory proclaim, 
And foes confess thy undisputed fame.' M. 

* The priesta, as well m other magiatratea, exhibited public gaaM<s 
to the people when they entered upon their offloe. If. 
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ing to be strttck with the utmost admiration and rapture 
at the performanoes of those pantomimes, and then imi- 
tating m musical chant the mien and manner of their 
lady patroness. But now all the reward thej have got, 
in return for Iheir fheatrioal performances, is just a few 
trivial legacies, which they have the mortification to 
receive from an heir who was never so much as present 
at these shows. — I send you this account, knowing you do 
not dislike hearing town news, and because, too, when any 
occurrence has given me pleasure, I love to renew it again, 
by relating it* And indeed this instance of affection in 
Quadratilla, and the honour done therein to that excellent 
youth her grandson, has afforded me a very sensible satis- 
faction ; as I extremely rejoice that the house which once 
belon^eid to Cassius,* the founder and chief of the Cassian 
school, is come into the possession of one no less consider- 
able than its former master. For my friend will fill it and 
become it as he ought, and its andent dignity, lustre, and 
glonr will again revive under Quadi-atus, who, I am per- 
suaded, will prove as eminent an orator as Cassius was a 
lawyer. Farewell. 



LETTER XXV. To Rufus. 

O the numbers of learned men modesty conceals, or love 
of retirement withdraws from public fame I and yet when 
we are ffoing to speak or recite in public, it is the judg- 
ment only of professed critics we stand in awe of: whereas 
those who ciutivate learning quietly and to themselves 
have in so far a higher claim to regard in that they pay a 
tribute of silent reverence to whatever is great in works of 
genius : an observation which I give vou upon experience 
Terentius Junior having gone through the military duties 
suitable to a person of equestrian rank, and discharged 
with great int^rity the post of receiver-general of the 
revenues in Narbonensian Gaul,j' retired to his estate, 

* A famous lawyer who flouriahed in the zelgn of the emperor 
Olaadiua : tiioae who followed hia opiniona were saM to be OaaBiana, or 
of the achool of Oasaiua. If. 

t One of the four prindpal diyirioiia of aDoient Gaol : it «iiAende£ 
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preferring the enjoyment of an unintermpted tranquillity 
to those honours that awaited his servioes. He invited me 
lately to his house, where, looking upon him only as a 
worthy head of a &mily, and an industrious farmer, I 
started suoh topics as I imagined him to he mostyeised in. 
But he soon turned the conversation, entering with con- 
siderahle display of learning upon suhjeots of literature. 
With what purity and delicacy did he express himself in 
Latin and Greek ! for he is such a master of hoth that which- 
ever he speaks seems to be the language he particularly 
excels in. How extensive and varied in his reading t how 
tenacious his memory I You would not imagine him the 
inhabitant of an ignorant country village, but of polite 
Athens herself. In short, his conversation has increased 
my anxiety about my works, and taught me to revere the 
judgment of these retired country gentlemen as much as 
that of more known and distinguisned literati. Let me 
persuade you to consider them in the same light; for, 
oelieve me, upon a careful observation, you will find that 
as in the army the best soldiers, so in literature, the best 
scholars are often concealed under the most uncouth 
appearances. Farewell. 



LETTOR XXVL To Maxiiids. 

The lingering disorder of a friend of mine gave me 
occasion lately to reflect that we are never so good as when 
oppressed with illness. Where is the sick man who is either 
solicited by avarice or inflamed with lust? At such a 
season he is neither a slave of love nor the fool of ambition ; 
wealth he utterly disregards, and is content with ever so 
small a portion of it, as being upon the point of leaving 
even that little. It is then he recollects there are gods, 
and that he himself is but a man : * no mortal is then the 

from the Pyrenean Mountains, which separate France from Spain, to 
the Alps, wnich divide it from Itahr, and comprehended Langnedoo, 
Provence, Dauphiny, and Savoy, m, 

* The awakening power of adversity in general is so beantifoUy de- 
iorihed by the banished duke in Shakespeare's As You Like It that it 
will not, perhaps, be mipertinent to take the privilege of a oommentakot 
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object of hiB enTT, his admiration, or his contempt ; and 
the tales of slander neither raise his attention nor feed 
his cariosity : his dreams are only of baths and fountains.* 
These are the supreme objects of his cares and wishesi 
while he resolves, if he should recoYer, to pass the re- 
mainder of his days in ease and tranquillity, that is, to live 
innocently and happily. I may therefore lay down to you 
and myself a short rule, which the philosophers have 
endeavoured to inculcate at the expense of many words, 
and even many volumes ; that * we should try and realise 
in health those resolutions we form in sickness.' Fare- 
welL 



LETTER XXVII. To Sura. 

The present recess from business we are now enjoying 
affords you leisure to give, and me to receive, instruction. 
I am extremely desirous therefore to know whether you 
believe in the existence of ghosts, and that they have a 
real form, and are a sort of divinities, or only the visionary 
impressions of a terrified imagination ? What particularly 
ihoiines me to believe in their existence is a story f which 
i heard of Onrtius Rufus. When he was in low circum- 
stances and unknown in the world, he attended the governor 
of Africa into that province. One evening, as he was walk- 
ing in the public portico, there appeared to him the figure 
of a woman, of unusual size and of beauty more than 
human. And as he stood there, terrified and astonished, 
she told him she was the tutelary i)ower that presided over 

and produoe it m a parallel panage, especially as the thought In the 
second line is exaoUy the same with this of Pliny's befoie us : 

* This is no flattery : These Sre connsellon 
That feelingly penuade me what I am. 
Sweet are the uses of adyersity, 
Which lilce the toad, ugly and yenomons, 
Wears yet a precions jewel in his head.' 

Act ii. 80. i. M. 

* The andeht physidans adyised bathing as of soyereign effleaey in 
tarions disorders, if. 

t This story is likewise related hv Taoitos in the 11th hook of his 
/fiti^l a^ chap, xxi* JC 
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Africa, and was come to inform him of the future events 
of his life : that he should go hack to Rome, to enjoy high 
honours there, and return to that province invested with 
the proconsular dignity, and there should die. Every 
circumstance of this pi'cdiction aotaally came to pass, it 
is said farther that upon his arrival at Oarthage, as he 
was coming out of the ship, the same figure met him upon 
the shore. It is certain, at least, that being seized with a 
fit of illness, though there were no symptoms in his case 
that led those about him to despair, he instantly gave up 
all hope of recovery; judging, apparently, of the truth of 
the future part of the prediction by what had already 
been fulfilled, and of the approaching misfortune from his 
former prosperity. Now the following story, which I am 
going to tell you just as I heard it, is it not more terrible 
than the former, while quite as wonderful ? There was at 
Athena * a large and roomy house, which had a bud name, 
ao that no one could live there. In the dead of the night 
a noise, resembling the clashing of iron was frequently 
heard, which, if you listened more attentively, sounded 
like the rattling of chains, distant at first, but approach- 
ing nearer bv degrees : immediately afterwards a spectre 
appeared in tne form uf an old man, of extremely emaciated 
and squalid appearance, with a long beard and dishevelled 
hair, i-attling the chains on his feet and hands. The dis- 
tressed occupants meanwhile passed their wakeful nights 
under the most dreadful terrors imaginable. This, as it 
broke their rest, ruined their health, and brought on dis- 
tempers, their terror grew upon them, and death ensued. 
Even in the day time, thougn the spirit did not appear, 
yet the impression remained so strong upon their imagi- 
nations that it still seemed before their eyes, and kept 
them in perpetual alarm. Consequently the house was at 
len^h deserted, as being deemed absolutely uninhabitable ; 
so uiat it was now entirely abandoned to ue ghost. How- 
ever, in hopes that some tenant might be found who was 
ignorant ot this very alarming circumstance, a bill was 
put up, giving notice that it was either to be let or sold. 

* Laoian ridicules a story pretty muoh resembUng this, but lays tie 
•oeae of it in Ckninth. iC 
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It happened that Ailienodonis * the philosopher oame to 
Athens at this time, and, reading the bill, enquired the 
price. The extraordinary cheapness raised his suspicion ; 
nevertieloRS, when he heard the whole story, he was so 
far from being discouraged that he was more strongly 
inclined to hire it, and, m short, actoally did so. When 
it grew towards evening, he ordered a conoh to be prepared 
for him in the front part of the house, and, after calling for 
a light, t gether with his pencil and tablets, directed aU 
his people to retire. But that his mind might not, for 
want of euiployment, be open to the Tain terrors of imagi- 
nary noises and spirits, he applied himself to writing with 
the utmost attention. The first part of the night passed 
in entire silence, as usual ; at length a clanking of iron and 
rattling of chains was heard: however, he neither lifted 
up his eyes nor laid down his pen, but in order to keep 
oalm and collected tried to pass the sounds off to himself 
as something else. The noise increased and advanced 
nearer, till it seemed at the door, and at last in the cham- 
ber. He looked up, saw, and recognised the ghost ex- 
actly as it had been described to him : it stood before him, 
beckoning with the finger, like a person who calls another. 
Athenodorus in reply made a sign with his hand that it 
should wait a little, and threw his eyes again upon his 
papers; the ghost then rattled its chains over the head 
of the philosopher, who looked up upon this, and seeing 
it beckoning as before, immediately arose, and, light in 
hand, fi)llowed it. The ^host slowly stalked along, as if 
encumbered with its chains, and, tumine into the area of 
the house, suddenly vanished. Athenodorus, being thus 
deserted, make a mark with some grass and leaves on the 
spot where the spirit left him. The next day he gave 
information to the magistrates, and advised them to order 
that spot to be dug up. This was accordingly done, and 
the skeleton of a man in chains was found there ; for the 
body, having lain a considemble time in the ground, was 
putrefied and mouldered away from the fetters. The 
Dones being collected together were publicly buried, and 
thius after the ghost was appeased by the proper cere 

* A Btoio philosopher and native of Tarsus. He was tutor fat i 
time to Ootavius, afifcerwaidB Augu8(lu% Caesar. 
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monies, the bouse was Launted no more. This story I 
believe upon tbe credit of otbers ; what I am going to 
mention, i give you upon my own. I bave a freedman 
named Marons, wbo is by no means illiterate. One night,* 
as he and his yonnger brother were lyine together, he 
&noied he saw somebody upon his bed, who took out a 
pair of scissors, and out off tbe hair from the top part of 
his own head, and in the morning, it appeared his hair 
was actually cut, and the clippings lay scattered about the 
floor. A short time after this, an event of a similar nature 
contributed to give credit to the former story. A young 
lad of my family was sleeping in his apartment with the 
rest of his companions, when two persons clad in white 
came in, as he says, through the windows, cut off his hair 
as he lay, and then returned the same way they entered. 
The next morning it was found that this boy had been 
served just as the other, and there was the hair again, 
spread about the room. Nothing remarkable indeed fol- 
lowed these events, unless perhaps that I escaped a pro* 
secution, in which, if Domitian (during whose reign this 
happened) had lived some time longer, I should certainly 
have been involved. For after the death of that emperor^ 
articles of impeachment against me were found in his 
Bcrutore^ which hud been exhibited by Oarus. It may 
therefore be conjectured, since it is customary for persons 
under any public accusation to let their hair grow,! this 
cutting off the hair of my servants was a sign I should 
escape the imminent danger that threatened me. Let me 

• Thoee wbo are unaoquainted with the genius of the anctsnt 
Bomans may be inclined to think meanly of our auibor*0 judgment, 
from thifl and the following story ; but when it is remembered that the 
greatest charactera which we meet with among that illustrious people 
are all strongly marked with a vein of superstition, no particular charge 
of weak credulity can with justice be brought from hence against Pliny. 
The truth is, it was a national turn, and countenanced by the constitu- 
tion of their government, insomuch that omens, even of the lowest kind, 
were considered previous to every step either of foreign or domestio 
concern : and the wisest and gravest of their historians, Livy not ex- 
cepted, have given evidence to accounts of this nature. Even a noblo 
historian among our own countrymen has not scrupled to insert a relation 
of tiie same kind and credibility, in his history of the civil wars. M^ 

t * Letting the hair grow long was a chief feature of the "sqoalof " 
which persons in affliction assumed.' (Church and Brodribb.^ 
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desire you then to give this qaestion your mature oon* 
Bideration. The subject deserves your examination ; as, I 
trust, I am not myself altogether unworthy a participation 
in the abundance of your superior knowledge. And tnough 
▼ou should, as usual, balance between two opinions, yet I 
hope you will lean more on one side than on the other, 
lest, whilst I consult vou in order to have my doubt 
settled, you should dismiss me in the same suspense and 
indecision that occasioned you the present application. 
Farewell. 



LETTEB XXVm. To Siprmus. 

You tell me certain persons have blamed me in your 
company, as being upon all occasions too lavish in the 
praise I give my friends. I not only acknowledge the 
charge, but gloiy in it ; for can there be a nobler error 
than an overflowing benevolence? But still, who are 
these, let me ask, that are better acquainted with my 
friends than I am myself? Yet grant there are any such, 
why will they deny me the satisfaction of so pleasing a 
mistake? For supposing my friends not to deserve the 
highest encomiums I give ^em, yet I am happy in be- 
lieving they do. Let them recommend then this malig- 
nant zeal to those (and their number is not inconsiderable) 
who imagine they show their judgment when they indulee 
their censure upon their friends. As for myself, they will 
never be able toporsuade me I can be g^uilty of an excess* 
in friendship. Farewell. 



LETTER XXIX. To Moktahus. 

It would raise your laughter first, and then your indigna- 
tion, and perhaps, after having composed yourself a little, 
you would be inclined to laugh again, were you to read 
what you will scarcely give credit to without reading it 

* Balzao very prettily obBerves: *Il y a de$ rivQrt$ qui ne ftmt 
famaU iant de hien que quand aUef M dAirdent ; de mSm§, ramUit n*a 
tien meiUeur que lexeme} M, 
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for yourself. I lately observed in the Tibnrtine road,* 
within the first mile-stone, a monument ereoted to the 
memory of Pallas,'|' with the following insoription : * thb 

SBN'ATS DECREED TO HIM, AS A BBWAKD FOB HIS FIDSLITT AND 
AFFECTION TO HIS PATRONS, THE HONOUR OF THE PRAETORIAN 
ORNAMENTS,} TOOETHBR WITH THE SUM OF FIFTEEN MILUON OP 
SESTERCES : § BUT HE WAS CONTENTED WITH AOCEPTINO ONLY THE 

HONOUR.' I am not indeed apt to wonder at distinctions of 
this sort, whioh are oftener the gift of Fortune than of 
Judgment ; but I oould not help reflecting, when I read 
this insoription, how empty and ridiculous are those 
honours which are thus sometimes thrown away upon dirt 
and infamy ; whioh suoh a lascal, in short, had the assnr- 
anoe both to accept and to refuse, and then actually publish 
to posterity as an example of his singular moderation ! 
Yet why should I feel indignant ? Let me rather treat it as 
a matter for laughter, that suoh creature^ may not flatter 
themselves they have obtained anything very consideiable, 
when their honours only expose them to a severer ridioulew 
Farewell. 



LETTEB XXX. To Oenitor. 

I am so grieved to hear in your letter that you have lost 
such a promising pupil. Need I be informed that his sick- 
ness and death must have interrupted your studies, know- 
ing, as J do, with what sciiipulous care you fulfil every 
duty, and how unbounded your afifection is to all those 
whom you esteem ? As for myself, town business pursues 
me even here, and I am not out of the reach of people 
who would make me either their judge or their arbitrator. 
To this I must add, not only the continual complaints of 

* The road leading to Tivoli, in Oampaoia. If. 

t He was at first a slave ia the oourt of Claudius Oaesar, who after* 
wuds gave him his freedom, and raised him to his chief favour. The 
patrons mentioned in this inscription are that emperor and his consort 
Agrippina, to whom Pallas had likewise recommended himself hy some 
signM services. If. 

X The senate, as a mark of honourable distinction, would sometimes 
decree the privilege of wearing ornaments peculiar to certain dignities, 
to persons who had not enjoyed the offlcr 'o whioh those omaiaeati 
were annexed. M About £117,000. 
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the farmers, wlio claim a sort of prescriptive right to try 
my patience as they please ; but; the neoessity too of letting 
out my farms : a very troublesome business, as ifc is so rare 
to meet with suiiable tenants. For these reasons I oan 
only study by snatches ; still however I do study. I some- 
times read, and sometimes compose ; but my reading shows 
me, by comparison, what an inferior writer I am. Though 
really you give me great encouragement when you com- 
pare the piece I wrote in vindication of Helvidius to the 
oration of Demosthenes against Midias.* I confess I had 
that speech by me when I composed mine ; not that I pre- 
tended to rival it (that would have been presumption, inad- 
ness almoFt 1), but I endeavoured at least to imitate it, as 
far as the difference of our subjects would admit, and as 
nearly as a genius of the lowest rank can copy one of the 
highest. Farewell. 

LETTEB XXXL To Cornutus. 

Olaudius FoUio is extremely desirous of your friendship, 
and he deserves it not only for that reason, but because he 
offers you his ; as indeed few ever request the one without 
being disposed to give the other. For the rest, he is an 
tipright, nonest, ^od-natured man, and modest, I had 
almost said, beyond measure ; if indeed it is possible to b6 
so. We served in the army together, where he commanded 
a troop of horse, and I had a better opportunitv of studying 
his character than merely what his being my fellow-soldier 
gave me. I was appointed by the lieutenant-general to 
examine the accounts of the several companies, and as I 
discovered manv instances of gross avarice and neglect of 
duty in those oi some, so I found the highest integiiry and 
most assiduous care in his. He afterwards rose to veiy con- 
siderable employments in the management of the revenue, 
yet no temptations could turn aside the innate bias of his 
soul from honesty, no prosperity puff* him up, but he pre- 
served, in all his various posts, his honour and his humanity 
nnimpeached ; while he supported the fatig^ues of business 
with the same firmness and strength of mind he now dis- 

* Written 855 bxj., but never ^<eliTered. Jl. . 
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|>laya in Lis retreat. He once indeed intermitted and laid 
aside his retirement for a Hhort time, greatly to his oredit, 
being called by my worthy friend Corellius to his assist- 
anoe, in purchasing and dividing ont those lands which 
were assigned the public by the liberality of the emperor 
Nerya.* And oould there be anything more to his 
honour than to be thus specially singled out from so 
many others, by eo eminent a man ? You may judge how 
&ithfally he reveres the sacred ties of friendship, by oast' 
ing your eyes upon the last wills f of several of his friendSy 
particularly that of Annus Bassus, one of our most con- 
siderable citizens. Follio (cultivating, as he does, litera« 
ture, as well as every other yaluable endowment) has 
published, with the grateful object of perpetuating and 
extending the memory of Bassus, an account of his life ; a 
circumstance too uncommon and too generous not to be 
applauded, since the generality of the world seldom men- 
tion the dead, unless to complain of them. Beceive, then, 
this worthy man, greatly desirous (believe me) of your 
friendship, embrace him, nay even invite him to accept 
of it, give him your love, as though you owed it him ; for he 
who makes the first friendly advances cannot so properly 
be said to solicit as to claim a return. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXII. To Pabatus {his wife's grandfather). 

I am extremely pleased that the arrival of my friend 
Tiro was agreeable to you. But above all I rejoioe that 
you made use (as your letter informs me) of tne oppor- 
tunity which the presence of the proconsul a£forded you, of 
manumitting } several of your slaves. For I wish to see our 
country improved by every possible means, and particu- 
larly by an increase of citizens, as that, of all others, is the 
strongest ornament a community can receive. I am pleased 
too (not out of a spirit of vanity, however I am pleased 

* Nerva restored to the BomanB all that Domitian had plundered 
ihoin of, and gayo a very large sum of money to be laid out in the pur* 
obaae of lands for the support of decayed fiunllies. 

t Bee letter xx. of this nook, note *. 

X Bee letter xvi. of this book. 



LbttibsbI thb letters of plikt. 257 

I confess) with wliat 70a add, that both you and I have 
been honoured, upon this occasion, with thanks and praise ; 
lor, as Xenophon obsenres, * Praise is the sweetcKt strain 
the ear takes in ' ; especially when we think we deserve 
it Farewell. 



LETTER XXXIII. To TAcrrua, 

I predict (and I am persuaded I shall not be deceived) 
that your histories will oe immortaL I frankly own there- 
fore * I so much the mora earnestly wish to find a place in 
them. If we are generally carefdl to have our faces taken 
by the best artists, ought we not to desire that our actions 
may be celebrated, by an author of your distinguished 
abilities ? I therefore call your attention to the following 
matter, which, though it cannot have escaped your notice, 

* As ■ome uigenioiu writers have affected to draw a oomparisoii 
between oar author and Cicero, to the disadvantage of the former, it 
will not, it is hoped, be thought any want of reverence to a character 
which deserves the highest veneration from every admirer of tiie line 
arts to set before the reader an instance where PllnY i^eatly outshines 
that noble example he was, upon all occasions, so desirous of copying. 
There is a letter of Gicero's extant, to the same purpose as uiis of 
Pliny's, addressed to his friend Luoceius,' who was writing the histoid 
of his own times. The agreeable Montaigne condemns them both as 
instiwces of immoderate ambition, and observes that ' fortune, as it 
were in pure spite, has taken care to hand down to us the vanity of 
these requests, while she has long since destroved the histories tney 
solicited. * Let it be remarked, however, in iutitace to our autiior, that» 
upon a comparison of the two letters, the ambition of Pliny will appear 
fiur more reasonable than that of Oicero; for the latter does not scruple 
to press his fHend to transgress the rules of hietory, and break through 
the boundii of truth in his raVour : ' Te plane etiam aique tUam rogo, id 
ei orruu ea vekemmiifu eiiam quam fortiise aentif, etinea leaet hiitorias 
negligoi, amorique nottro plwiculum eliam quam eoncedit verUa» largire i' 
whereas Pliny, with a &r nobler spirit, expressly declares he does not 
desire Tadtus should heighten the fiact, and that actions of real worth 
need only to be set in their true light. In Cicero's letter we read the 
extravagant dictates of the mobt immoderate ambition ; and he himsslf 
oopfesses he had not the assurance to look his friend in the fSaee white 
hA' proposed them : ' Chram me teewn eadem haee aaere eaepe eonanUm 
deierruU pudors* in Pliny's we see nothing but what is agreeable to 
cool sense, and the honest ambition of one who was conscious he had 
acted well, and desii3us posterity should know it M, 
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as it is mentioned in the public jouiiials,* still I call jour 
attention to, that yon may the more readily believe how 
agpreeable it will be to me that this action, greatly height- 
ened by the risk which attended it, should receive addi- 
tional lustre from the testimony of a man of your powei*s. 
The senate appointed Herennins Senecio, and myself, 
counsel for the province of Baeiica, in their impeachment 
of Boebius Massa. He was condemned, and the house 
ordered his effects to be seized into the hands of the 
public ofiBcer. Shortly after, Senecio, having learnt that 
the consuls intended to sit to hear petitions, came and said 
to me, * Let ns go together, and petition them with the 
same unanimity in which we executed the oflBoe which 
had been enjoined us, not to suffitr Mossa's effects to be 
dissipated by those who were appointed to preserve them.* 
J answered, ' As we were counsel in this amiir by order of 
the senate, I recommend it to your consideration whether 
it would be proper for us, after sentence passed, to inter* 
pose any &rther.' * Ton are at liberty,* said he, ' to pre- 
scribe what bounds you please to yourhelf, who have no 
particular connections with the pi evince, except what aricie 
from your late services to them; but ihen I was born 
there, and enjoyed the post of quaestor among them.' * If 
such,' I replied, * is your determined resolution, I am ready 

* Whether Pliny means by the pMiea acta the jonrnal of the 
senate, or what Tacitua* and Suetoniua* call the diuma acta, may 
admit of a doubt. The former seems to have been exactly m the nature 
of our Yotea of the House of Commons, wherein a shoit account was 
given to the public of what passed in the senate ; the latter appears 
very mudi to resemble our Qiuette, being an authorized narrative of 
the transactions worthy of notice which happened in Borne. Petronius 
has given us the fonn of the latter of these, in his account of Trimal- 
chio ; and as it may not, perhaps, be unentertainin^ to the English 
reader to see how exactly a Soman newspaper runs m the style of a 
modem one, tlie following is an article or two out of it. 

( On the 26th of July, 80 boys and 40 girls were bom at Trunalohio's 
estate at Ouma.* 

* At the same time a slave was put to death for uttering disrespectftil 
words against his lord.' 

' The same day a fire broke out in Pompey*s gardens, which began 
in thd night, in the steward's apartment.^ Petion. Sutyr. p. 196, ed. 
Var. Jf. 

> AmuO. 80, 31. > I» J Caesar. SO. 
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to accompanj toq, that whaterer resentment may be the 
ooneequence of this affair, it may not fall singly upon 
yourself.' We accordingly proceeded to the consuls, where 
Beneoio said what was pertinent to the affair, and I added 
a few words to the same effect. Scarcely liad we ended 
when Mas<a, complaining that Senecio had not acted 
aeainst him with the fidelity of an advocate, but the 
bitterness of an enemy, desired he might be at liberty to 
prosecute him for treason.* This occasioned general con- 

^ The reader will undoubtedly be Bnrprised to find a proseeation of 
iretuon, founded merely upon a suggestion of misoondact in the manage- 
ment of a private trial but this diffioulty will be cleared, perhaps, hy 
considering the character of Domitian, in whose reign thte transaction 
happened. To show any dislike to those who were the fevourites of 
that infiftmous emperor was construed by him into an act of treason 
against himself. He could gather that poisonous weed ^as our author 
in his panegyric strongly expresses it) eyen from the barren Sands of 
the theatre (erindna fnakdaiU$ in arena wKiae&o/); for not to admire 
his very gladiators was deemed, in those wretched times, an act of dis^ 
loyalty. If therefore Massa was in the good graces of Domitian, it 
would have been very easy for the former to strain the honest zeal 
which Senecio had shown in conducting this cause into an instance of 
disrespect to the emperor. And the character which Tacitus gives of 
this Massa strongly supports that supposition, for he describes him 
as the bane of every gooa man, and an instrument of those calamities 
which the Bomans suffered under Domitian ; ' o^imo euique ex^timiM,* 
says he, ' el in oautaa mahrum quae ttdimue.* (Tacit. Hist. 1. 4, 50.) It 
must be owned, however, that uie expression in the original (poduhidio 
impietatie) does not so absolutely and necessarily imply a prosecution 
of treason, but that it ma^ admit of another interpretation. Accord- 
ingly, a gentleman of distmguished learning, who favoured the trans* 
laSoT with his sentiments upon this passage, has offered a conjecture 
much too ingenious to be suppressed. ' It was the praoUoe ' (he ob- 
serves^ ' of the ancients, that all deposits, trusts, sequestrations, wills, 
Ac, should be lodeed in the most secure and unsuspected places; 
accordingly, they chose their temples for that purpose^ and the priests 
were of course the legal sequestrators : 

' ** No8 ibi apud TheoUmtun omne aurum d'poetUimUf 
Qui iUio eaoerdot eei in Dianae Ephesiae^^ 

* Plant. Bacch. 

And oC tills the elassio and civil-law books furnish abundant proof. He 



1 TRAIMLATION. 

., . * The gold, we with 
Theotimus deposited, a priest 
Of the Ephesian Dian.' (Thornton.) 

6 2 



260 THl LETTEB8 OT FLINT. [Boos 7 

iiteniation. Whereupon I rose up; *Moet noble oonaula, 
said I, * I am afraid it should seem that Ma»^a has taeitly 
charged me with having favoured him in this cause, since 
he did not think proper to join me with Senecio in the 
desired prosecution.' This short speech was immediately 
received with applause, and afterwards got much talked 
about everywhere. The late emperor Nerva (who, though 
at that time in a private station, yet interested himself m 
every meritorious action performed in public) wrote a 
most impressive letter to me upon the occasion, in which 
he not only congratulated me, but the age which had pro^ 
dttced an example so much in the spirit (as he was pleased 
to call it) of the good old days. But, whatever be the 
actual fact, it lies in your power to raise it into a flprander 
and more conspicuously illustrious position, though I am 
far from desiring you in the least to exceed the bounds of 
reality. Histoxy ouj^ht to be guided by strict truth, and 
worthy actions require nothing moi-e. FarewelL 

thinks therefore that an iosinuatioii that Hassa had heen tampe^ 
ing wiith the ohoroh to betray this fidei commismmj and that the 
aeoority became snapioioas, might pombly carry an action of impieiy* 
However, upon a oloaer examination of the letter, and comparing it with 
the hiatory of that age, the interpretation adopted in the t^t naj, 
peifaapi^ bejuatifled. At 
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BOOK VIII. 



LETTER I. To SspnTiuB. 

I RAD a good jonniey here, exoepting only that some of 
my eenrants were upset by the excessive heat. Poor En- 
colpios, my reader,* who is so indispensable to me in my 
studies and amusements, was so affected with the dust that 
it brought on a spitting of blood : an accident which will 
prove no less unpleasant to me than unfortunate to him- 
iBel( shoidd he be thereby rendered unfit for the literary 
work in which he so ffreatly excels. If that should un- 
happily result, where shall I find one who will read my 
works so well, or appreciate them so thoroughly as her 
Whose tones will my ears drink in as they do his ? But 
the gods seem to favour our better hopes, as the bleeding 
is stopped, and the pain abated. Besides, he is extremely 
temperate ; while no oonoem is wanting on my part or 
tAve on his physician's. This, together with the whole- 
Bomeness of the air, and the quiet of retirement, gives us 
reason to expect that the country will contribute as much 
to the restoration of his health as to his rest. FarowelL 



LETTER n. To Calvisius. 

Other people visit their estates in order to recruit their 
purses ; whilst I go to mine only to return so much the 
poorer. I had sold my vintage to the merchants, who 
were extremely eager to purchase it, encouraged by the 
price it then bore, and what it was probable it would rise 
io : however they were disappointed in their expectations. 
Upon this occasion to have made the same general abate- 
uient to all would have been much the easiest, though not so 

* PenwnB of rank and literature among the BomAoi retained in Hh/ek 
fomiliei a domestio whose sole hnafaiesB was to read to them. ML 
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equitable a method. Now I hold it particularly worthy of a 
man of honour to be governed by principles of striot equity 
in his domestic as well as public conduct ; in little matters 
as' in gi'eat ones ; in his own concerns as well as in those of 
others. And if every deviation from rectitude is equally 
criminal,* every approach to it must be equally praise- 
worthy. So accordingly I remitted to all in general one- 
eighth part of the price they had agreed to give me, that 
none might go away without some compensation : next, I 
particularly considered those who had advanced the largest 
bums towards their purchase, and done me so muoh the 
more service, and been greater sufferers themselves. To 
those,- therefore, whose purchase amounted to more than 
ten thousand sesterces,f I returned (over and above that 
which I may call the general and common eighth) a tenth 
part of what they had paid beyond th>it sum. I fear I do 
not express myself sufiiciently clearly ; I will endeavour 
to explain my meaning more fully : for inKtance, suppose a 
man had purchased of me to the value of fifteen thousand 
sesterces,} I remitted to him one-eighth part of that whole 
sum, and likewise one-tenth of five thou»and.§ Besides 
this, as several had deposited, in different proportions, part 
of the price they had agreed to pay, whilst others had ad- 
vanced nothing, I thought it would not be at all fair 
that all these should be favoured with the same undistiu;* 
guished remission. To ihoe, therefore, who had made any 
payments, I returned a tenth part upon the sums so paid. 
ny this means I made a proper acknowledgment to each, 
according to their respective deserts, and likewise en- 
couraged them, not only to deal with me for the future, 
but to be prompt in their payments. This instance of my 
good-nature or my judgment (call it whiohyou please) was 
a considerable expense to me. However, I found my ac- 
count in it ; for lUl the country gready approved both of 
the novelty of these abatements and the manner in which 
I regulated them. Even those whom I did not * mete ' (as 
they say) *by the same measure,' but distinguished ac- 
cording to their several degrees, thought themselves obliged 

• 

* It waa a doctrine maintained by the Stoics that all crimes art 
equal. M, 

t About £80. t About £120. { About £19. 
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to mbj in protx>Ttioii to the probitjr of their prinoipleji, 
and went away pleased with having experieBoed that not 
with me 

* The bmTe and mean an equal honour ihuL' * 

Fatewell. 

LETl'fiB tn. To Sparsus. 

Ton give me to tindel-atand that, of all my works, the 
laat I sent yon is yonr greatest favourite. The saine jtidfi;* 
ment has likewise been passed npon it by another frietid, 
a man of great learning : and I am the mote inclined to 
believe that neithet of yon is ttListaken, not only b^oatise. 
it is improbable yoU should both be, bnt because I Ma vary 
prone to flatter myself. I Wonld, always, indeed, have tny, 
last performance appear the most finished ; and for that 
reason prefer the speech I lately published to the one yoil 
mention. I will send it you as soon as I can find a safe 
iViessenger. And now I have raised your expeotationa to 
a degree which, I fear, this speech will dieappolnt when it 
comes into your hands In the meanwhile, however, you 
may expect it as something that will please you : and who 
knows but it may ? Farewell. 



LETTEB rv. Td OAHlims. 

I greatly approve tour design ot virriting a poetn upon tho 
Dacian j war : for wnere else could you have choaen a sub- 
ject so new, so full of events, so extensive^ and so poetical? 
a subject which, while it ha^ all the reoommenaation of 
truthi possesses all the marvellout) of fiction ? Yoti will 

* Horn. n. lib. ix. v. 819. 

f Dada comprehended part of the present kinffdom of Hungary^ 
k>gjether with rart of Transylvania, Sema, Wallacnia, and MoldaTis^ 
it was first suhdued and acfded to the Boman empire hy Trajan, fai 
memory of whose victories over this nation the flunous pillar u stip> 
posed to have been erected, called Trajan's PiUar, which is still to be 
seen entire at Borne. It is 128 Italian feet high, to the top of which 
you ascend by 184 steps, which wind round the iisride. The outside is 
coveted iu basso relievo, with the representation of the most ramarkabW 
ohmumstanoes of this expedition. (Bartoli» Oolonna Tn^;) Alter tba 
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sing of rivers taught to flow in new channels ; of bridges ^ 
thrown over immense rivers; of encampments npon the 
dreadful precipices of craggy mountains ; and of a brave 
prince f supeiior to adversity, though forced to abandon his 
crown, and even his life. Yon will describe, too, the 
glorious victor's double triumph, one of which was the first 
that was ever gained over that hitherto unconquered natipn, 
as the other will be the last. There is one difficultv, how- 
ever, and a veiy considerable one it is, that is, where to 
find expressions adequate to the grandeur of the subject ; a 
difficulty which seems almost insuperable even to your com* 
manding genius, though capable of rising and dilating to 
the amplest demands of your subject. Some difficulty, too, 
you wuL find in adapting those barbarous and uncouth 
names, especially that of the king:^ himself, to Greek 
measures. There is nothing, however, so hard that art 
find industry cannot, at least, mitigate^ if not absolutely 

death of Trajan, bis ashes were plaoed, as some anthon sajtin a goldeii 
hall oa the top of this noble pillar: bat Enttopius aflmns thsy were 
deposited under it. Eutrop. 1. yiii. c. 5. M. 

* It is probable Plioy here alludes to the famous bridge bufli by 
Tnjan over tlie riyer iMnube, in the upper Moesia, that last flight, as 
Sir William Temple calls it, of ancient architecture. *It is styled hj 
the ancients the most stately fabric of that nature in the universe. It 
was all of square stone, and contained 20 arches, each of them 120 feet 
above the foundation, and 60 feet In breadth, all distinct from eac^ 
other 170 feet It was built where the riyer was narrowest, and conse- 
quently where the stream was strongest and most rapid ; which renders 
the famrio still more stupendous, on account of tiie almost insnimoimt- 
able difficulties they muist haye met with in laying so large a fimnda- 
tion. The arehltect employed upon this oocamon was one ApoUodorus 
(k Damascus, who, it seems, left a description of this great work. We 
are told that some remains are still to be seen of it near Zeyeria, in 
Lower Hungary. — ^Adrian, fearing that the barbarians might make use 
of it to invade the Soman territories, broke down the axdies ; but the 
piers were still standing in Dion Oassius's time, that is, 120 yean after. 
&ough they senred only to show, says the writer, the utmost extent of 
Human power. This stui>endou8 &brio was begun and ended in a 
summer.' Uniy. Hist. y. yi p. 14. M, 

t Deofibftlus, king of the Dacians, who, rather than fidl into the 
hands of the conqueror, or live in dependence^ put an end to his own 
life. M. 

X From hence Oatanaeus conjectures, upon the credit of Orosius, that 
the true name of the king was Diurpaneuif which was afterwards 
changed by the Greek and Latin writers to Decebalus. M, 
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subdue. If Homer is allowed to oontraot or lengthen or 
ohsnge even Qrecian nameii, which are naturally soft to 
the ear, in order to make them run more smoothly in his 
Terse, why should the same lioenoe be refused yoa, espe- 
cially since it is necessity, and not affectation, that pleads 
for the indulgence ? Gome on then, my friend, and after 
haying, as poets are wont, inyoked the gods, and among 
tiie rest, that divine hero,* whose empire, deeds, and 
counsels you are going to celebrate, loosen all your cord- 
age, spread cTcry sail, and now, if ever, launch forth on 
the fall tide of your genius : for you must allow me to be 
poetical when I am teJldng to a poet. And now I insist 
that you send me every part as soon as it has received 
your last finishing touches ; and even before, while it is 
only a rough sketch, and yet in embryo. Tou will tell 
me that a detached piece cannot please, like one entire 
design, nor an unfinished plan be as agreeable as a com- 
plete work. I am very sensible it cannot, and therefore 
shall consider it only as in its first rudiments ; as a separate 
and disjointed member ; and shall lay it up in my BcnUore^ 
to await your final strokes. Indulge me then with this 
very singular instance of your affection, that you suffer 
me to be privy even to what yon would choose to conceal 
frum every one else. In a word, though the more time 
and caution you take in communicating your work to the 
public, the more, possibly, it may heighten my esteem and 
approbation of the poet, yet the sooner, and with the less 
scruple you send it to me, the more I shall love and 
applaud the friend. FarewelL 



LETTEB Y. To Qeminius. 

Oar friend Macrinus has received a most severe wound .; 
he has lost his wifel a lady whose virtues would have 
assigned her a rank by herself even in former times. He 
lived with her thirty-nine years in the most uninterra]pted 
harmony. How respectful was her behaviour towards him 1 
and how deserving was she herself of the highest veneration, 
blending and uniting as she did in her own person all thost 

♦ Tnga^u 
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ttmiaible yirtues that adorn and distinguish the different 
periods of female life I It should, surely, afford great eon- 
•olation to Maorinus that he has enjoyed so exquisite a 
blessing for so long. But that refleotion seems onlv so 
mudh ue more to embitter his loss ; as indeed the pain of 
pai*ting with our happiness sfcill rises in propoi*tion to the 
length of its oontinuance. I cannot therefore but be greatly 
anxious for so dear a friendi till this deep wound to his 
peace shall be in a state to admit of proper applications. 
Time, however, together with a satiety of grief itself, wiU 
best, and indeed necessaiily, effect his cure. Farewell 



LETTEB VL To Mohtanus. 

My last letter has by this time, I imagine, informed you 
that I observed lately upon a monument erected to the 
memory of Pallas the following inscription : * The ienate'* 
decreed to him, ae a reward far he fidelity and affection to hie 
patrone^ the honour of the praetorian omamente^ together with 
the $um of fifteen miUiona of eeetercee : hut he was content with 
ace^ting only the honour* I afterwards thought it worth 
while to search for the original record, and found it to run 
in so copious and effusive a strain that this proud inscrip- 
tion seems modest and humble to it. The eufogiums whi& 
have b^n ^iven to the most illustrious Romans — I do not 
say those of more remote antiquity, as the Scipios and the 
Mummii, but (to come nearer our own times) the Marii, 
the Syllas, and the Pompeys, collectively — £aJl infinitely 
short of those which have been lavished upon Pallas. Was 
it a spirit of banter, may one suppose, or of slavery, that 
produced this decree? I would ascribe it to the former, 
were not raillery unbecoming the dignity of the senate. 
Must it be attributed then to the most abject subjection ? 
Yet who could be sunk so low as to be capable of such 
meanness ! Or was it perhaps prompted by ambition and 
lust of preferment? But whom can we suppose so mad as 
to desire to raise himself at the expense both of his own and 
the public honour, and that in a community where to be 
first in rank was to be first in flattering PiJlas? Not to 

* Bee book vii. letter zxiz. and the notes there. 
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mention their offering to a wlaye the me^orianbononri) 
thej were slaTes themaelves who did this ; to pass by that 
part of their deoree, where they say that Palbia onght not 
only to be entreated, but oompelled to wear the golden 
ring : * no doubt it was not oonsistent with the dienity of the 
senate, that a person of praetorian tank should wear an 
iron one ; pass over, I say, these less flagrant instances, 
mark bat the following clause : * The BCfuUe ' (and it was not 
purified after so vile a pollution ?) * the Benaie rehume ihankB 
to Cae9ar,^ not only for the honourable mention he himedf wa» 
nlecLsed to make ofPaUae, hut for the opportunity afforded the 
house as weU of testifying their good-witC towards him.* It was 
highly to the credit, no doubt, of the senate, not to appear 
deficient in point of gratitude to Pallas I It goes on : * That 
PaUas^ to whom every man, according to his abilities, acknow^ 
ledges his obligations, may receive theiust retoard of his singtdar 
fidelity, and no less singular services. Woald one not imagine 
that he had extended the bounds of the empire, or, at least, 
preserved the armies of the state ? But it proceeds : * Since 
no occasion more agreeable could present itself tolheseuaieand 
the Boman people, of exercising vteir liberality, than an oppor^ 
tuniiy of rewarding one who had proved himself so honest and 
disitUerested a guardian of the emperor^s finances* — Sdch was 
the glorious ambition of the senate at that time ; such the 
highest pleasure of the people ; such the most agreeable 
occasion of exercising their liberality, to have an oppor- 
tunity of exhausting the public funds npon Pallas I It fol- 
lows : * Thesenaie therefore voted that fifteen mUUons of sesteirces 
should he paid him out of the treasury, and, €ts he has a soui 
far superior to desires of this hind, thai the emperor should he 
so much the more strongly entreaied to use his authority with 
PaUas^ to oblige him to comply with the inclination of the senate.* 
Nothing more indeed seemed wanting to complete this 
eztraordinaiy scene than that the imperial authority should 
interpose ; that Pallas should be pressed to yield to the 
senate ; that Oaesar himself should be called in to oppose 
this insolent piece of self denial, lest the humble Pallai 
should refuse fifteen millions of sesterces! He refused, 

* None bat knights and senators had the priTll^pe of wearing a gold 
ring; SB an iron one was a badge of aervitiide. M. 
t Olaudins. 
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nevertheless, the offer the public made him of this immense 
sum; the only thing he could posuibly have done more 
arrogant than the accepting of it. Yet even this the senate 
applauded, and seems to lament in the following clause : 
* But whereat our exeeUeni prince and father of hit country hae^ 
at the instance of Pallas^ eocpreesed hia desire to have that part 
of the vote remitted which rekUee to the giving him fifteen 
miUioM of eeetercee out of the treaeury, the senate dedaree 
ihcU it was with much wiUingnees and great justness they voted^ 
amongst other honours^ the said intended sum to PaUas, upon 
account of his fidelity and vigilance: however^ in compliance 
with the emperor* s indinaiion^ which they think cannot without 
impiety he opposed in any instance, they obey it even in the pre- 
sent.* Picture to yourself Pallas entering his protest, as it 
were, against the decree of the senate; moderating the 
honours which were offered him, and refusing, as something 
much more valuable, the fifteen millions, when at the same 
time he accepted the pi*aetorian ornaments, as a present of 
an inferior nature. Picture to yourself Caesar yielding to 
the entreaties of his freedman in the face of the senate, or 
rather, indeed, obeying his commands ; for in such a case to 
entreat was to command! Imagine the senate declaring in 
every clause of tbis decree that it was with great willing- 
ness and justice the house intended, among other honours, 
to |[>rettent Pallas with this sum : and that it would have 
insisted upon his acceptance of it but for the duty of oom- 
pliance with the will of the emperor, which it was impious 
in any point to oppose I So that in order to hinder Pallas 
from carrying oft fifteen millions out of the treasury, his 
, own modesty was as necessary as the obsequiousness of the 
senate, who in this instance, of all others, would have made 
an exception to their obedience, if they had thought it 
right to have done so in any ? And now, you imagine, you 
have got to the end of the business. Have patience, how- 
ever, there is better still to come : ' And whereas it is highly 
expedient ihat the generous disposition of the emperor to approve 
and reward merit should he everywhere made known avd cele^ 
hratedt especially in such places where those entrusted with the 
care and administration of his affairs may he excited to an 
imitation ; and whereas the approved fidelity and integrity of 
Pallas may stimulate others to nchle emulation of such an esv 
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ample — li m therefore reeolved ihat Ae w^emorial which ihe 
emperor read to the senate on the 2%(h of January laet^ together 
with the decree of the unate iherennon^ $haU he engraven in 
tablets of hrcue, and hung t^ near tie nutrtial statue of JnliuM 
Caesar.* * It was not, it seemB, sufficient that the senate 
lUone should be witness to this complicated disg^race ; but 
the most frequented place in all Bome was chosen in order 
to display it to the then present and future times : it wa> 
decreed that all the honours of a most insolent slaye, both 
those which he refused and those which (as much as in 
the authors of the decree lay^ he had borne, should be in- 
scribed in brass : the praetorian honourd decreed to Pallas 
were inscribed, like ancient treaties or sacred laws, upon 
public and everlasting monuments of brass ! Such was the 
— ^I know not what I should call it — of the emperor, the 
senate, and Pallas himself 1 It was just as though they were 
severally desirous that Pallas should testify his insolence, 
Caesar his patient endurance, the senate its servility, before 
the world. The senate was not ashamed to urge a reason 
for this baseness, and a truly excellent^ noble one it was 
too, viz. : * that others might he encouraged hy the rewards eon" 
f erred upon PaUcu to an emulation of his conduct I ' Thus 
contemptible were all honours rendered, even those which 
the nchle Pallas did not disdain to accept ! And yet there 
were found persons of birth and condition who were so 
humble as to desire and solicit those very honours which ' 
they thus saw conferred upon a freedman, and offered to 
slaves. Happy for me that I was not bom in those times, 
which I cannot help blushing for, as if I had actually lived 
in them I and, I am sure,- you must feel as I do. I know 
the honest warmth of your temper, and am persuaded, 
although perhaps in some places I have given stronger 
vent to my indignation than is quite suitiA^le to a letter, 
you will rather think I have complained too little than too 
much. Farewell. 



LBTTBB VIL To Tacitus. 

When you sent me your treatise, it was not (although 
you write in that strain) as one master or disciple^ would 

* In the forum. 
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« 

oommnnioaie bis works to another, but with the ccndesceti'- 
sion of a master to his disciple ; for you are the master, I 
the disciple. Accordingly you summon me to my studies, 
wbikt I am playing tbe truant and prolonging the Sa^ 
tumalian bolidaj's.* — Tell me now, could I have made a 
longer parenthesis, or given a clearer proof that, so far 
from deserving to be your master, I am not even woiihy of 
being your disciple ? However, I will take upon myself the 
character you have invested me with, and exert the autho- 
rity you have given me over your book. And with so much 
the more freedom as 1 do not intend to send you anything 
of my own meanwhile npon which you may take your 
revenge. Farewell. 

LETTEB VIIL To Romanus. 

Have you ever seen the source of the river Clitumnus?'! 
If you have not (and I hardly think you can have been it 
yeL or you would have told me), go there as soon as po^* 
sible. 1 saw it yesterday, and I blame myself for not 
having seen it sooner. At the foot of a little hill, well 
wooded with old o^npress trees, a spring gushes out, which, 
breaking up into different and unequal bti earns, forms itself, 
after several windings, into a large, broad basin of water, 
so transparently clear that you may oount the shinipg 
pebble'^, and the little pieces of money thrown into it,} as 

* See page 60, note t* 

t Now called Olitumno: it rises a little below the Tillage of 0am- 
jpello in Ombria. The inhabitants near this river still retain a noUoq 
that its waters are attended with a supernatural property, imagining it 
makes the cattle white that drink of it : a quality for which it is laao* 
wise celebrated bv manv of the Latin poets/ M. 

X The heads of considerable rivers, hot springy large bodies of stand- 
ing water, &o., were esteemed holy among the Romans, and cultivated 
with rdigious ceremonies. ' Magnorumfiuminum * (says Seneca) ' oapUa 
fevermnur; nibUa et ex abdito v<uii amnu eruptio arag habet; cdluntui 



* * Quaformoaa suo CKimnniU flumina litoo 
Jntegit, et niveoa Muitunda boves' 

I'ropertias ii. 19, 2&. 

TBANSLATIOK. 

' Nigh where Clitumnus winds his waceii fair 
lliroagh arching trees, and laves the snow-white herd.' M* 
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th^ lie at the bottom* From thence it is carried off not 
BO much by the declivity of the ground as by its own 
weight and exuberanoe. A mere stream at its source, im- 
mediately, on quitting this, yon find it expanded into a 
broad river, fit for large vessels even, allowing a free 
passage by each other, according as they sail with or 
against the stream. The current runs so strong, though 
the ground is level, that the large barges going down the 
river have no occasion to make use of their oars ; while 
those going up find it difficult to make headway even with 
the assistance of oars and poles : and this alternate intex^ 
change of ease and toil, according as yuu turn, is exceed- 
ingly amusing when one sails up and down merely for 
pleasure. The banks are well covered with ash and 
poplar, the shape and colour of the trees being as clearly 
and distinctly reflected in the stream as if they '^ere 
actually sunk in it. I'he water is cold as snow, and as 
white too. Near it stands an ancient and venerable temple, 
in which is placed the river-god Clitumnus clothed in 
the usual rooe of state ; and indeed the prophetic oracles 
here delivered sufficiently testify the immediate presence of 
that divinity. Several little chapels are scattered round, 
dedicated to particular gods, distinguished each by his own 
peculiar name and form of worship, and some of them, too, 
presiding over different fountains. For, besides the prin- 
cipal spring, which is, as it were, the parent of all the 
retft, there are several other lesser streams, which, taking 
their rise from various sources, lose themselves in the river ; 
over which a bridge is built that separates the sacred part 
from that which lies open to common use. Vessels are 
allowed to come above this bridge, but no pernon is per- 
mitted to swim except below it.* The Hispellates,j to 

aquarum eaUnUwn farUei, d tiagna quaedanif vel opaeUas, vd immetu i 
amlftdo ioaraviL* Ep. 41. It was customary to throw litUe pieces of 
money into those fountains, lakes, &c. which had the reputation of 
being sacred, as a mark of yeneration fixr those places, and to render the 
pressing deities propitious. Suetonius mentions this practice, in the 
annual tows whion he urn the Roman people made for the health of 
Augustus. Suet, in Yit. Aug. If. 

* The touch of a naked body was thou^t to pcdlute these conseeiaied 
waters, as appears ftcm a passage in Tacitus, L 14. Ann. o. 22. M, 

t Inhabitants of a town in Ombria, now oallad Spello. Jf. 
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'whom Augustus ^ve this place, furnish a puhlio bath, and 
likewise entertain all strangers, at their own expense. 
Several villas, attracted by the beauty of this river, stand 
about on its borders. In short, every surrounding object 
will afford you entertainment. You may also amuse your- 
self with numberless insoiiptions upon the pillars and 
walls, by different persons, celebi-ating the vii-tues of the 
fountain, and the divinity that projiiaes over it. Many of 
them you will admire, while some will make you laugh ; 
but I must correct myself when I say so; you are too 
humane, I know, to laugh upon such an occasion.. Farewell. 



LETTER IX. To Ursus. 

It is long since I have taken either book or pen in my 
hand. It is long since I have known the sweets of leisure 
and repose; since I have known, in short, that indolent but 
agreeable condition of doing nothing, and being nothing : 
so much have the affairs of my friends engaged me, and 
prevented me from enjoying the pleasures of retirement 
and literature. There is no sort of philosophical studies, 
however, sufficiently important to supersede the offices of 
fiiendship; for they are offices which philosophy herself 
teaches us most religiously to discharge. Farewell. 



LETTEB X. To Fabatus (hia mfeU grandfather). 

Your concern to hear of your grand-daushter's miscaiw 
riage will be equal, I know, to the earnest desire you have 
that we should make you a great-grandfather. The in- 
experience of her youth rendered her ignorant of her eon- 
diuon ; the consequence was that she omitted the necessary 
precautious to be observed in such cases, and did several 
things she ought not to have done. But she has severely 
atoned for her mistake by the extreme risk she has run of 
her life. So, although ^ou must necessarily feel it rather 
to find yourself disappointed in this way in your old age^ 
of the immediate hopes of leaving a family behind you, 
yot you ought to tlumk the gods that, in the presei vatiou 
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of yoor grand-daughter, jon have still reason to ex|peot that 
blessing : an expeotation so mnoh the more certain as she 
has given this proof, though the issue in this ease w^s 
unsuccessful, of her being capable of bearing children. 
These, at least, are the reflections by which I endeavour to 
reassure my own hopes, and fcomfort myself under my 
present disappointment. Ton cannot lone to have great- 
grandchildren more intensely than I do to have children, as 
the dignity of both our families seems to open to them k 
sure road to honours, and we shall leave them the glory of 
descending fi-om a long line of ancestors whose fame is 
as extensive as their nobility is ancient. Only let them 
be bom, and change this present grief of ours into joy I 
FareweU. 



LETTER XI. To Hispulla.* 

When I couBider that you love your niece even more 
tenderly than if she were your own daughter, I onght to 
begin by informing you of what in the natural order of 
events you should know last ; so that the feeling of joy 
coming first may leave no room for anxiety on another 
apoount Though I fear indeed, after your first imjpres- 
sions of joy have passed off, you will feel some anxiety, 
and, in the midst of your rejoicing over the danger she has 
escaped, will tremble at the thought of the risk phe has 
run. She is now, however, in good spirits, and again re- 
stored to herself and to me, and recovering her strength 
and health as fast as she lost them. To say the truth (and 
I may now safely tell it you), she was in the utmost danger 
of her life ; not indeed nom anv fault of her own, but a 
little from the inexperience of ner youth. To this must 
be ascribed her miscarriage, and the sad experience she has 
had of the consequence of not knowing her condition. But 
though this misfortune has deprived you of the consolation 
of a nephew, or niece, to supply the loss of your brother, 
you must remember that blessing seems rather to bedeferred 
than denied, since her life is preserved from whom that 
happiness is to be expected. I entreat you then to repr# 

• His wif^s anni 
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sent 4^ aooident to yonr father* in the most favourable 
liffht ; as your sex are the most indulgent advocates in cases 
of this kind. FarewelL 



LETTER Xn. To Minutulnus. 

I beg you to excuse me this one day : Titinius Gapito is 
to recite a performance of his, and I know not whether it 
is more a matter of duty or of inolination with me to go to 
listen to him. He is a most excellent fellow, and justly to 
be numbered among the brightest ornaments of our age : 
he studiously cultivates literature himself, is a lover of 
literary men, he encourages them, he brings them forward, 
and to many of them he is the protector, the refuge, and 
the liberal patron ; while a noble example to all of them. 
In a word, he is the restorer and reformer of literature, 
now, alas I in its declining years. His house is open t<> 
every man of genius who has any works to rehearse ; and 
it is not there alone that he attends these assemblies with 
the most obliging good-nature. I am sure at least he 
never once excused himself from mine if he happened to 
be at Bome. I should therefore with a more than ordinary 
ill-grace refuse to return him the same favour, especially 
upon so honourable an occasion. Should not I think 
myself obliged to a man who, if I were engaged in any 
law-suit, generously undertook to stand bail for me ? And 
am I less indebted, now that my whole care and businetis 
is of the literary kind, for his assiduity in my concerns of 
this sort; which, if not the only, is however the principal 
instance in which I can be obliged ? But though I owed 
him no return of this nature ; though I were not engaged 
to him by the reciprocal tie of the same services he has 
done me ; yet not only the beauty and power of his genius, 
as exquisite as it is severely correct, but the dignity of his 
subject, would strongly incite me to go and hear him. He 
has written an account of the deaths of several emineilt 
men, some of whom were my particular friends. It is a 
pious office then, it should seem, as I could not be present 
at their obsequies, to attend, at least, this (as I may call 

* Fikbatufl, grandfainer to Calpunua, Pliny's wife. JC 
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it) their funeral oration ; which, though a late, is however, 
for that reason, a more genuine tribute to their memoriee. 
Farewell. 



LETTER Xlir. To Geniaub. 

I much approve of your having read my apeeohes with 
your flBtther. It is decidedly to your advantage to learn 
from a man of his eloquence what to admire in composi- 
tions of this kind, and what to condemn ; as vou will at the 
same time be trained up in a habit of speaking your true 
opinion. You see whose steps it is you ought to follow ; 
and happy are you in having a living examp^ before you, 
which is at once the nearest and the noblest model you 
can pursue I In a word, that he whom nature designed 
you should most resemble is, of all others, the person 
^hom you should most endeavour to imitate. FarswelL 



LETTEB XIV, To AiobTO. 

As you are no less acquainted with the political laws 
of your country (which include the customs and usages of 
the senate) than with the civil, I am particularly desirous 
to have your opinion whether I was mistaken in an affair 
which lately came before the house, or no. This I request, 
not with a view of being directed in my judgment as to 
what is passed ^for that is now too late), but in order to 
Vnow how to act in any possible future case of the kind. 
You will, ask, perhaps, * Why do you apply for information 
concerning a point on which you ought to be well in- 
stracted ?* Because the tyranny of former reigns,* as it 
introduced a neglect and ignorance of all other parts of 
useful knowledge, so particularly of what relates to the 
otistoms of the senate ; for who is there so tamely indus 
trious as to desire to learn what he can never nave an 
opportunity of putting in practice? Besides, it is not very 
easy to retain even the knowledge one has acquired where 
no opportunity of employing it ooours. Hence it was that 

* Those of Nero and DomitiaD. If. 

T 2 
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Liberty, on her return,* found ns totally ignorant and ior 
experieooed ; and thna in the warmth of our eagemeaa to 
taste her sweets, we are sometimes hurried on to aotion, ere 
we are well instructed how we ought to act. But by the 
institution of our ancestors, it was wisely provided that the 
'oung should learn from the old, not only by precept, but 
y their own observation, how to lehave in that sphere In 
which they were one day themselres 10 move; while these, 
a^ain, in their turn, transmitted the same mode of instruo- 
tion to their children. Upon this piinciple it was that 
the youth were sent early into the army, that by being 
taught to obey they might learn to command, and, whilst 
they followed others, might be trained by degrees to be- 
come leaders themselves. On the same principle, when 
they were candidates for any office, they were obliged to 
stand at the door of the senate-house, and were spectators 
of the nublio council before the^ bet^ame members of it. 
The fEttner of each youth was his instructor upon these 
occasions, or if he had none, some person of yeai-s and 
dignity supplied the p^ace of a &ther. Tlius they were 
taught by that surest method of discipline. Example, how 
far the right of proposing any law to the senate extended ; 
what privileffes a senator had in delivering his opinion In 
the house ; the power of the magistrates in that assembly, 
and the rightH of the rest of Uie members; where it is 
proper to yield, and where to insist; when and how long 
to speak, and when to be silent ; how to make necessary 
distinctions between contrary opinions,! and how to im 
prove upon a former motion : in a word, they learnt by 
this means every senatorial usage. As for myself, it is 
true indeed, I served in the army when I was a youth ; 
but it was at a time when courage was suspected, and 
want of spirit rewarded; when generals were without 
authority, and soldiers without modesty ; when there ¥^a8 

* When Nerva and Trajan xeoeived the empire. M. 

t If any opinion proposed to the senate was thought too general, 
and to inolnoe several diatinot articles, some of whidb might be an- 
pioved. and others rejected, it was usual to require that it might 
be divided ; and this they sometimes did hv a general voioe of ths 
aaeemhly, wyiog out, Divide, MMe, Middlet. iWt. on the Bof laa 
Senate 187. j£ 
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ueitlildr disoipline nor obedience, but all was riot, disorder, 
and confusion ; in short, when it was happier to forget 
than to remember what one learnt. I attended likewise in 
my youth the senate, but a senate shrinking and speech- 
less ; where it was dangerous to ntter one's opinion, and 
mean and pitiable to be silent What pleasure was there 
in leaniing, or indeed what could be learnt, when the 
senate was convened either to do nothing whatever or to 
give their sanction to some consummate infamy 1 when 
they were assembled either for cruel or ridiculous pur- 
poses,* and when their delibei-ations were never serious, 
though often sad 1 But I was not only a witness to this 
scene of wretchedness, as a spectator ; I bore my share of 
it too as a fienator, and both saw and suffered under it for 
many years ; which so broke and damped my spirit;^ that 
they have not even yet been able full v to recover them- 
Felves. It is within quite recently (for all time seems 
shoi-t in proportion to its happiness) that we could take 
any pleasure in knowing what relates to or in setting 
about the duties of our station. Upon these considerations, 
therefore, I may the more reasonably entreat you^ in the 
first place, to pardon my eixor (if I have been guilty of 
one), and, in the next, to lead me out of it by yuur superior 
knowledge : for you have always been diligent to examine 
into the constitution of your country, both with respect to 
its public and private, its ancient and modem, its general 
and special law& I am persuaded indeed the point upon 

* The fourth Satire of Juvenal will serve as a oomment upon this 
passage, where he a(0<|uaints ns that a tnrhot of a most enormous size 
being brought to Domitian,- he immediately oonvened the senate, in order 
to consult in what manner it should be dressed. The poet mentions 
the names of the persons who spoke iu this remarkable debate, atiA 
thebr several opinions upon a question so important, ooncluding his 
satire with this pathetic wish : 

' Aiqus vHnmn hit poihu ttugi$ iota Ula dedittei 
Tempora teMmtitw, oktnu qiibHt eMuiU uHti 
lUmtrtaque amma$ imjnme I * ...» 

Sat. 4. 

TRAHBLATIOV. 

* Ah t as this dav, that he had spent the rest, 
. And his dire reiga had only be«i a jest I 
Nor Rome her noblest blood had tamely 
Flow BBfeveag'd !*.••• U, 
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whioh I am going to consult you is suoh an unusual one 
tliat even those whose great experience in public business 
must have made them, one would have naturally bupposed, 
acquainted with everything were either doubtful or abso- 
lutely ignorant upon it* I shall be more excusable, there- 
fore, if I happen to have been mistaken ; as you will earn 
the higher praise if you can set me right in an afikir 
which It IB not clear has ever yet £illen within your obser- 
vation. The enquiry then before the house was concem- 
iug the freedmen of Afranius Dexter, who being found 
murdered, it was uncertain whether he fell by his own 
hands, or by those of his household ; and if the latter, 
whether they committed the fact in obedience* to the 
commands of Afianius, or were prompted to it by their 
own villainy. After they had been put to the question, a 
certain senator (it is of no importance to mention his 
name, but if you are desiix>us to know, it was myself^ was 
for acquitting them ; another proposed that they SDOuld 
be banished for a limited time; and a third that they 
should suffer death. These several opinions were so ex- 
tremely different that it was impossible either of them 
could stand with the other. For what have death and 
bauibhment in common with one another ? Why, no more 
than banishment and acquittal have together. Though 
an acquittal approaches rather nearer a sentence of exile 
than a sentence of death does : for both the former agree 
ftt least in this, that they spare life, whereas the latter 
tioikes it away. In the meanwhile, those senators who 
were for punishing with death, and those who proposed 
banishment, sate together on the same side of the house ; 
and thus by a present appearance of unanimity suspended 
their real disagreement. I moved, therefore, that the votes 
for each of the three opinions should be separately taken, 
and that two of them should not, under favour of a short 
truce between themselves, join against the third. I in- 
sisted that such of the members who were for capital 
punibhment should divide from the others who votea for 

* Those who destroyed themselTeB freqaently made use of the bauds 
of their Bervants for that purpose. Thus Brutus and Gassius, after thm 
loss of that fatal battle whioh decided the liberties of Rome, ran each 
of them upon the swords of their attendants. Florus, 1. 4, o. 7. M. 
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b«ni8hm«it; and that these two distinot parties should 
not be permitted to form themselves into a Dody, in oppo- 
sition to those who declared for acqnittal, when they 
would immediately after disunite again: for it was not 
material that they agreed in disliking one proposal, since 
they differed witn renpeot to the other two. It seemed 
very eztraordinaiy that he who moTed the freedmen 
should be banished, and the slaves suffer death, should not 
be allowed to join these two in one motion, but that each 
question should be ordered to be put to the house sepa- 
rately ; and yet that the votes of one who was for infliotr 
ing capital punishment upon the freedmen should be taken 
together with that of one who was for banishinflr them. 
For if, in the former instance, it was reasonable uiat the 
motion should be divided, because it comprehended two 
distinct propositions, I could not see why, in the latter 
case, suffrages so extremely different should be thrown 
into the same scale. Permit me, then, notwithstanding 
the point is already settled, to go over it again as if it 
were still undecided, and to lay before you those reasons 
at my ease, which I offered to the house in the midst of 
much interruption and clamour. Let us suppose there 
had been only three judges appointed to hear this cause, 
one of whom was of opinion that the parties in question 
deserved death ; the other that they should only be 
banished ; and the third that they ought to be acquitted r 
should the two former unite their weight to overpower the 
latter, or should each be separately balanced ? For the 
first and second are no more compatible than the second 
and third. They ought therefore in the same manner to 
be counted in the senate as contrary opinions, since they 
were delivered as different ones. Suppose the same person 
had moved that they should both have been banished and 
put to death, could they possibly, in pursuance of this 
opinion, have suffered botn punishments? Or could it 
have been looked upon as one consistent motion when it 
united two such different decisions ? Why then should the 
same opinion, when delivered by distinct persons^ be con- 
sidered as one and «itire, which would not be deemed so 
if it were proposed by a single man? Boes not the law 
manifestly imply that a distinction is to be made between 
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tboae who are for a capital conviotion, and those who are 
for banishment, in the very form of words made use of 
when the house is ordered to divide ? Tou who are of mteh 
an optnion^ eome to ihi$ $ide ; you who are of any other ^ go 
over to the eide of him whose opinion you follow. Let ns 
examine this form» and weigh eveiy sentence: Tou who 
are of this opinion: that is, for instance, you who are for 
banishment, eome on thie eide ; namely, on the side of him 
who moved for banishment From whence it is clear he 
cannot remain on the side of those who are for death. You 
who are for any oiher: observe, the law is not oontent with 
barelv saying another, but it adds any, Kow can there be 
adoubt as to whether they who declare for a capital convic- 
tion are of any other opinion than those who propose exile I 
Oo over to the eide of htm whose opinion you follow : does not 
the law seem, as it were, to call, compel, drive, over, those 
who are of different opinions, to contrary sides ? Does not 
the consul himself point out, not only by this solemn form 
of words, but by his hand and gesture, the place in which 
every man is to remain, or to which he is to go over ? 
* But,' it is objected, * if this separation is made between 
thobO who vote for inflicting death, and those who are on the 
aide of exile, the opinion for acquitting the prisoners must 
necessarily prevail. But how does that affect the parties 
who vote ? Certainly it does not become them to contend 
by every art, and urge every expedient, that the milder 
sentence may not take place. ' Still,' say they, * those who 
ai'e for condemning the accused either capitally or to 
banishment should be first set in opposition to those who 
are for acquitting them, and afterwards weighed against 
each other. Thus, as, in certain public games, some par- 
ticular combatant is set apart by lot and kept to engage- 
with the oonqueror ; so, it seems, in the senate there is a 
first and second combat, and of two different opinions, the 
prevailing one has still a third to contend with. What ? 
when any particular opinion is received, do not all the rest 
fall of course? Is it reasonable, then, that one should be 
thrown into the scale merely to weigh down another ? l*a 
Express my meaning more plainly : unless the two parties 
who are respectively for capital punishment and exile im- 
mediately separate upon the first division of the house it 
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woald bo to no purpose afterwards to dissent from those 
with whom they joined before. Bot I am dictating in- 
stead of receiving instruotion. — Tell me then whether you 
tbink these Totes ahonld haTe been taken separately ? My 
motion, it is tme, preyailed ; neyertbeletiB I am desironti 
to know whether yon think I ought to have insiisted upon 
tbis point, or have yielded aa wat member did who de- 
darea for capital punishment ? For convinced, I will not 
tey of the legality, but at least of the equity of my pro- 
posal, he receded from his own opinion, and went over ta 
the party for exile: fearing pernaps, if the Totes were, 
taken separately (which he saw would be the case), the 
freedmen would be acq^uitted : for the numbers were far 
greater on that side than on either of the other two, sepa- 
rately counted. The oonaeaaenoe was that those who had 
been influenced by his autiiority, when they saw them- 
selves forsaken b^ his going over to the other party, gave 
up a motion wmoh they found abandoned by the first 
proposer, and deserted, as it were, with their leader. Thus 
the three opinions were resolved at length into two ; and 
of those two, one prevailed, and the other was rejected; 
while the third, aa it was not powerful enough to conquer 
both the otbers, had only to choose to which of the two it 
Would yield. FarewelL 



LETTEB XT. To Juhiob. 

I fear I have over-loaded you by sending so many 
volumes at once ; but| if I have, remember it was your 
own request Besides, as you wrote mo word your vintaffo 
was so small, I plainly saw you would have leisure, lu 
vulgar phrase, to read a book. I have had the same sort 
of news from my own little estate, and am myeelf there- 
fore at leisure to vnrite hooka for you, provided I can but 
raise monev enough to furnish me with good parchment. 
For should I be reduced to the coarse and spongy sort, 
either I must not write at all or whatever I compose^ 
whether good or bad. must neoessarily undergo one genend 
Uofcl FaroweU. . 
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LETTER XVI. To Patbrnto. 

The siokness lately in my &mi1y, which has carried o£F 
seyeral of my servants, some of them, too, in the prime of 
their years, has been a great affliction to me. I have two 
consolations, however, which, though by no means equiva- 
lent to such a grief, still are cons^ations. One is, that as 
I have always very readily manumitted my slaves, their 
death does not seem altogether immature, if they lived 
long enough to receive their freedom : the other, that I 
have allowed them to make a kind of will,* which I ob- 
serve as religiously as if they were legally entitled to that 
privilege. I receive and obejr their last requests and 
injunctions as so many authoritative commands, suffering 
them to dispose of their effects to whom they please ; with 
this single restriction, that they leave them to some one in 
my household, for to slaves the house they are in is a kind 
of state and commonwealth, so to speak. But though I 
endeavour to acquiesce under these reflections, yet the 
same tenderness which led me to show them these indul- 
gences weakens and gets the better of me. However, I 
would not wish on that account to become harder : though 
the generality of the world, I know, look upon losses of 
this kind in no other view than as a diminution of their 
property, and &ncy, by cherishing such an unfeeling temper, 
they show a superior fortitude and philosophy. Tneir 
fortitude and philosophy I will not dispute. But humane, 
I am sure, they are not ; for it is the very criterion of true 
manhood to fed those impressions of sorrow which it 
endeavours to resist, and to admit not to be above the 
want of consolation. But perhaps I have detained you 
too lonff upon this subject, though not so long as I would. 
There is a certain pleasure even in giving vent to one's 
grief; especially when we weep on the bosom of a friend 
who will approve, or, at least, pardon, our tears^f Fare- 
well. 

* A Blaye oould aoquixe no property, and oonBequently was incapable 
by law of making a will. M, 

t Tbere is somethinK so imoommonly amiable in this fiunily piece 
that the reader cannot he displeased with being stooped a moment te 
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LETTER XVIL To Macrihus. 

Is the weather with you as rncle and boisterous as it is 
with us ? All here is tempest and inundation. The Tiber 
has swelled its channel, and overflowed its banks far and 
wide. Though the wise precaution of the emperor had 
guarded against this evil, by cutting scTcral outlets to ih^ 
river, it has nevertheless flooded all the fields and valleys, 
and entirely overspread the whole face of the flat country. 
It Keems to have gone out to meet those rivers which it 
used to receive and carry off in one united stream, and 
has driven them back to deluge those countries it could 
not reach itself. That most delightful of rivers, the 

take a second yiew of It If nothing remained of Pliny bnt this single 
trait of his charaoter, we might nevertheleM assoredly pronomioe of 
him, that he was ennobled by every social virtue : for as it is certain 
the greatest minds have ever been most open to impressions of the 
humane kind, so every moral virtue necessarily flows from benevolence, 
as from its true and genuine source. It is impossible a man who has 
a just feeling of the calamities of others can deliberately break through 
the moral ties of any kind ; because it is certain he cannot do so witn- 
eut beinff the occasion of suffering to those who stand witiiin the influ- 
ence of the particular action. This principle also will ever afford tiie 
most unerring test of patriotism, or the public affections ; for the cruel 
and unrelenting in private and domesuo life can never act upon the 
true notion of liberty in the more enlarged relations of public o6n* 
oems. With great Justice, therefore, our author makes this generous 
principle the evidence of real manhood ; as Juvenal describes a tender- 
ness or disposition to be the principal note of distinction, which nature 
has marked out between the rational and brute creation : 

.....* MoUitnma eorda 
ffumano generi dar9 $9 nahira faUtur^ 
QuBU kurymas dddU, Haeo notbi peart optima §entu$J 

. • . • ' Quit ^nvm 6omis,— 
tJWa aiien'i st6i credat mahf $eparai hoo 
Nob a grege mutorum* .... 

Jut. Satir. 15, 131. 

TRANSLATION. 

* Haaytn gays the tear humane, a sign confest, 
Soft pitr dwells within the mortal breast; 
That noblest pamon noblest bosoms knowl— 
Tum'd erer rirtue Arom another's woe ? 
Tis man's great priyileg!, the glorions line 
That marks from brute *ae hmnaa sonl-dlTiae.* M* 
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Anio,* whiob seems invited and detained in its ootu*8e by 
the villas built along its banks, has almost entirely rooted 
up and carried away the woods whiob shaded its borders. 
It has overtbrown whole mountains, and, in endeavouring 
to find a passage through the mass of ruins that obstiiioted 
ita way, has loroed down houses, and risen and spread 
over the desolation it bas occasioned. The inhabitants of 
the hill countries, who are situated above the reach of this 
inundation, have been the melancholy spectators of ita 
dreadful effects, having seen costly furniture, instruments 
of husbandry, ploughs, and oxen with their drivers, whole 
herds of cattle, together with the trunks of trees, and 
beams of the neighbouring villas^ floating about in different 
parts. Kor indeed have these higher places themselveSi to 
which the waters could not reach up, escaped the calamity. 
A continued heavy rain and tempestuous hurricane, as 
desti-uotive as the river itself, poured down upon them, 
and has destroyed all the enclosures which divided that 
fertile country, it has damaged likewise, and even over- 
turned, some of the public buildings, by the fall of which 
great numbers have been maimed, smothered, bruised. 
And thus lamentation over the fate of friends has been 
added to losses. I am extremely ujieasy lest this extensive 
ruin should have spread to you : I beg therefore, if it bas 
not, you will immediately relieve my anxiety ; and indeed 
I desire you would inform me though it should have 
done so ; for the difference is not great between fearing a 
danger, and feeling it | except that the evil one feels b(^s 
some bounds, whereas one's apprehensions have none. For 

* Now called the Teverone, which foils iato the Tiber about three 
miles firom Borne. Balzao, speaking of a little river, has a thought 
whioh is celebrated by Bohonzs : ^ * CeUe heUe eau ' (says he^ * aime tdU- 
meni ee jpaU, qu'eile m diviie en mUU hraneheB^ etfait une vnfimti d ties 
et de tour$, afin de «'y amuter davantaye* But he U indebted to Pliny 
for all the merit of it, as it is plainly a oop;f from this passage : an ol^ 
sarvation by no means iutended as a reflection upon the French writer, 
who has too many original beauties of his own to suffiar from a dis- 
covery of those which are not : it is designed only to (diow that the 
most oelel»ated author in the eoistolary way among the modems found 
advantoge in oonversing with Pliny. M. 

t 

^ Dial sar la Man. d« biea Peas. jp. 187. 
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we oan naffer no more than what acttially ha$ happened 
bnt we fear all that poeaibly eould happen. FarewelL 



LETTEB XYIIL To Bufinus. 

The oommon notion in certainly qnite a false one, that 
a man's will is a kind of mirror in whioh we may clearly 
discern his real character, for Domitius Tnllns appearis a 
mnch better man since his death than he did during his 
lifetime. After having artfnlly encouraged the expecta- 
tions of those who paid court to him, with a view to oeing 
his heirs, he has left his estate to his niece whom he 
adop*ed. He has giTcn likewise seTeral Tory considerable 
legacies among his grandchildren, and also to his great- 
grandson. In a word, he has shown himself a most kind 
relation throughout his whole will ; which is so much the 
more to be admired as it was not expected of him. This 
affikir has been very much talked about, and yarious opinions 
expressed : some call him false, ungrateful, and forgetful, 
and, while thus railing at him in this way as if they were 
actually disinherited kindred^ betray their own dishonest 
designs : others, on the contrary, applaud him extremely for 
haying disappointed the hopes of this infamous triM of 
men,* whom, oonHidering the disposition of the times, it is 
but prudence to deceiye. They add that he was ndt at 
liberty to make any other will, and that he cannbt so pro- 
perly be said to have bequeathed, as returned, his estate to 
nis adopted daughter, since it was by her means it came 
to him. For Curtilius Mancia, whose daughter Domiitius 
Lucanus, brother to this Tullus, married, haying taken a iis- 
like to his son-in-law, made this young lady (who was the 
issue of that marriage^ his heiress, upon condition that 
Lucanus her father would emancipate her.f He accordingly 

* See p. 129, note *. 

t That is, would make her free; for (as has been obserred in the 
notes above) the power of a father over his children was unlimited 
amongst the Bomans. It extended not only to their fortunes, bnt their 
lives, and was even greater than what the laws allowed pver their 
slaves; for if a master sold his slave, who afterwards obtained his 
freedom, the former owner had no fhrther claim ; whereas, in the case 
of a aon, the father's right was not ahsolntoly extinguished.bj -saUiiig 
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did BO, but she being afterwards adopted by Tiillns, het 
uncle, the design of Mancia*8 will was entirely frustrated. 
For these two brothers having never divided their patri- 
mony, but living together as joint-tenants of one oommon 
estate, the daughter of Lnoanus, notwithstandinff the act of 
.emancipation, returned back again, together with her large 
fortune, under the dominion of her father, by means of this 
fraudulent adoption. It seems indeed to have been the 
£stte of these two brothers to be enriched by those who had 
the greatest aveiBion to them. For Domitius Afer, by 
whom they were adopted, left a will in their favour, which 
he had made eighteen years before his death ; though it 
was plain he had since altered his opinion with regard 
to the family, because he was instrumental in procuring 
the confiscation of their father's estate. There is something 
extremely singular in the resentment of Afer, and the good 
fortune of the other two; as it was very extraordinary, 
on the one hand, that Domitius should endeavour to extiri 

Cte from the piivileges of society a man whose children he 
d adopted, and, on the other, that these brothers should 
find a parent in the very person that ruined their father. 
But TuUus acted justly, arter having been appointed sole 
heir by his brother, in prejudice to his own daughter, io 
make her amends by transferring to her this estate, which 
oame to him from Afer, as well as all the rest which he had 
gained in partnership with his brother. His will there- 
fore deserves the higher praise, having been dictated by 
nature, justice, and sense of honour; in which he has 
returned his obligations to his several relations, according 
to their respective good offices towards him, not forgetting 
his wife, having bequeathed to that excellent woman, who 
patiently endured much for his sake, several delightful 
villas, besides a large sum of money. And indeed she de- 
served 80 much the more at his hands, in proportion to the 

him, but if the son obtained his freedom, he again came under his 
dominion. And this authority could not be wholly disannulled tiU the 
son had been thrice sold, and as often recovered his liberty, and then it 
entirely ceased. The law vested the same power likewise as fully in 
the adoptive father as in the naturaL Justinian observes, this aotho- 
JAtj was peculiar to the Bomans, and followed by no other nation 
whatwever. Inst 1. 1* Jfl 
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displeasare slie incurred on her marriage with him. II 
was thought unworthy a person of her birth and repute, so 
long left a widow by her former husband, by whom she had 
issue, to marry, in the decline of her life, an old man, 
merely for his wealth, and who was so sickly and infirm 
that, eyen had he passed the best years of his vouth and 
health with her, she might well have been heartily tired of 
him. He had so entirety lost the use of all his limbs that 
he could not move himself in bed without assistance ; and 
the only enjoyment he had of his riches was to oontem* 
plate them. He was even (sad and disgusting to relate) 
reduced to the necessity of having his teeth washed and 
scrubbed by others: in allusion to which he used fre- 
quently to say, when he was complaining of the indig- 
nities which his infirmities obligea him to suffer, that he 
was every day compelled to lick his servant's fingers. Still, 
however, be lived on, and was willing to accept of life upon 
such terms. That he lived so long as he did was parti- 
cularly owing, indeed, to the care of his wife, who, what- 
ever reputation she misht lofe^e at first by her mairiaffe, 
acauired gp-eat honour by her unwearied devotion as his 
wife. — Thus I have given you all the news of the town, 
where nothing is talked of but Tullus. It is expected his 
curiosities will shortly be sold bv auction. He had such 
an abundant collection of very old statues that he actually 
filled an extensive garden with them, the very same day he 
purchased it ; not to mention numberless other antiques, 
lying neslected in his lumber-room. If you have anything 
worth telling me in return, I hope you will not refuse the 
trouble of writing to me : not only as we are all of us natu* 
rally fond, you know, of news, but because example has a 
very beneficial infiuence upon our own conduct. Farewell. 



LETTER XIX. To Maxihus. 

' I find my joy and my solace in literature : and as there 
is no pleasure I prefer to it, so there is no sadness it does 
not alleviate. In this time of trouble then, caused by the 
ill^health of my wife, the dangerous sickness of some of my 
servants, and the death of owers, I fiy to my books as tha 



i 
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sovereign aUeviatiun of my Borrows. They do me this 
Rorvioe — they make me onderstand my troubles better, and 
bear them more patiently. It is a standing rale with me, 
before I publish any of my productions, to oonsult the opi« 
nion of my friends, espeoially yours. I beg therefore yon 
would look very carefully over the performanoe I am send- 
ing you with this letter, as I am afraid the disquietude of 
uiy luind may have prevented me from giving it the atten« 
tion I ought. For thpugh I could command myself so Ur 
as to write, I could not do so so &r as to ¥nite with ease 
and cheerfulness. Certainly there is a pleasure in study, 
but studies themselves prosper best when the heart is 
light. FarewelL 



LETTEB XX. ToGallus. 

Those works of art or nature which are usually the 
motives of our travels are often overlooked and neglected 
if they lie within our reach : whether it be that we are 
naturally less inc^uutitive concerning thone things which 
are near us, while our curiosity is excited by remote 
objecta; or because the easiness of gratifying a desire ia 
always sure to damp it ; or, perhaps, that we put off from 
time to time going and seeing wlutt we know we have an 
opportunity of seeing when we please. Whatever the 
reason be, it is certain there are numberless curiosities in 
and near Bome which we have not only never seen, but 
even never so much as heard of: and yet had they been 
the produce of Oreece, or Egypt, or Asia, or any other 
country which we admire as fertile and productive of 
belief in wonders, we should long since have heard of 
them, Tead of them, and enquired into them^ For myself 
at least, I confes'*, I have lately been entertained with one 
of these curiosities, to which I was an entire stranger 
before. My wife's grandfather desired I would look over 
his estate near Ameria.* As I was walking; over his 

f rounds, I was shown a lake that lies below them, called 
/adimon,f about which several very extraordinary things 

* Now called Amelia, a town in Qmbiia. ML 
t Now Laghettodi BBSflano. JC 
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Mre told* I went op to this lake. It is perfectly cii'oiilar 
in form, like a wheel lying on the gi'onnd ; there is not the 
least curve or firojeotion of the shore, hot all is regular, 
even, and just as if it had been hollowed and out oilt bv 
the hand of art. The water is of A olear sky-blue, though 
with somewhat of a g^reenish tin^ ; its smell is sitlphu- 
reous, and its flavour has medicinal properties, and is 
deemed of great efficacy in all fractures of the limbs, 
which it is supposed to heal. Though of but moderate 
extent, yet the winds have a gteat elfect upon it, throw- 
ing it into violent agitation. No vessels are suffered to 
sail here, as its waters are held sacred ; * but several float- 
ing islands f swim about it, covered with reeds and rashes, 
and witli whatever other plants the surrounding roai-shy 
ground and the edee itself of the lake produce in greater 
abundance. Each island has its peculiar shape and size, 
but the edges of all (f them are worn away by their fre- 
quent collision vnth the shore and one another. They are 
all of the same height and motion; as their respective 
roots, which are formed like the keel of a boat, may be seen 
hanging not very hx down in the water, and at an equal 
depth, on whichever side you stand. Sometimes they move 
in a cluster, and seem to form one entire little continent ; 
sometimes they are dispersed into different quarters by the 
winds ; at other times, when it is calm, they float up and 
down sepainitely. Tou may frequently see one of the 
larger islands sailing along with a lesser joined to it, like a 
ship with its long boat ; or, perhaps, seeming to strive 
which shall out-swim the other : then again they are all 
driven to the same spot, and by joining themselves to the 
shore, sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other, 
lessen or restore the sisse of the lake in this part or that, 
accoixlingly, till at last uniting in the centre they restore 
it to its usual size. The sheep which graze upon the 
borders of this lake frequently go upon these islands to 
feed, without perceiving tnat they have left the shore, until 

* Bee above, note t, letter vili. of this book. 

t The credit of thu aoooant does not rest entirely upon onr author : 
Pliny the elder mentions these floating islands (I iL 95), and so does 
Beneoa. who aeoounts for thmi upon philosophioal principles IQ. N 
Uiir25> M. 
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they are alarmed by finding;; themselves sarrounded with 
water; as though they had been forciblv conveyed and 
placed there. Afterwards, when the wind drives them back 
^rain, they as little perceive their return as their departure. 
This lake empties itself into a river, which, after running 
a little way, sinks under ground, and, if anything is thrown 
in, brings it up again where the stream emerges. — I have 
given you this account because I imagined it would not be 
less new, nor less agreeable, to yon than it was to me ; as I 
know you take the same pleasure as myself in contemplating 
the works of nature. FarewelL 



LETTER XXL To Arriakus. 

Nothing, in my opinion, gives a more amiable and be- 
coming grace to our studies, as well as manners, than to 
temper the serious with the gay, lest the former should 
degenerate into melancholy, and the latter run up into 
levity. Upon this plan it is that I diversify my graver 
works with compositions of a lighter nature. 1 had chosen 
a convenient place and season for some productions of that 
sort to make their appearance in ; and designing to ac- 
custom them enrly to the tables of the idle, I fixed upon 
the month of July,* which is usually a time of vacation 
to the courts of justice, in order to read them to some of 

* The months of July and Angcut were a time of vacation to the 
Roman lawyers, the oourta of justioe being then ahnt up, that the 
fanners might not be intermptea in their harvest, by being obliged to 
attend their law-suits at Rome. 

. . . . ^ Mesaetque reviraae 
Dtmiaere forum ; neojam tUn turba reorum 
VesUbuhf querutique rogant exire dientea; 
Cesaat oenteni moderaiHx Jtidioit haata.' 

Staiiufl Syl. L ir. 50. 

Returning harrest bids contention cease, 
And through the wrangling forum all is peace ; 
Kv teasing clients now besiege thy way, 
Nor judges s*ge the solemn spear display.' 

However, the courts, as appeals firom this letter, were sometimes opened 
during this season of vacation, upon oases, perhaps, of partioulav 
amorgenoy. AT. 
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my firiends I had collected together; and accordingly I 
placed a desk before each couch. But as I happened that 
morning to be nnezpectedly called away to attend a cause, 
I took occasion to preface my recital with an apology. I 
entreated my audience not to impute it to me as any want 
of due regard for the bosiuess to which I had invited them 
that on the veiy day I had appointed for reading my per- 
formances to a small circle of my friends I did not i efuse 
my services to others in their law affairs. I assui-ed tbem 
I would observe the same rule in my writings, and should 
always give the preference to businet'S, before pleasure ; 
to serious engagements, before amusing ones ; and to my 
friends before myself. The poems I recited consisted of a 
variety of subjects in different metres. It is thus that we 
who dare not rely for much upon our abilities endeavour 
to avoid satiating our readers. In compliance with the 
earnest solicitation of my audif^nce, I recited for two da^s 
successively ; but not in the manner that several practise, 
by passing over the feebler passages, and making a merit 
of so doin^ : on the contrary, I omitted nothing, and freely 
confessed it. I read the whole, that I might correct the 
whole ; which it is impossible those who only select parti- 
cular passages can do. The latter method, indeed, may 
have more the appearance of modesty, and perhaps respect ; 
but the former shows greater simplicity, as well as a more 
affectionate disposition towards the audience. For the 
belief that a man s friends have so much regard for him 
as not to be weary on these occasions, is a sure indicati(*n 
of the love he bears them. Otherwise, what good do friends 
do you who assemble merely for their own amusement ? 
He who had rather find his friend*8 performance correct, 
than make it so, is to be regarded as a stranger^ or one 
who is too lackadaisical to give himself any trouUe. Your 
affection for me leaves me no room to doubt that you ai-e 
impatient to read my book, even in its present very im- 
perfect condition. And so you shall, but not until I have 
made those corrections which were the principal induce- 
ment of my recital. Tou are already acquainted with 
some parts of it ; but even those, after they have been 
improved (or perhaps spoiled, as is sometimes the case by 
the delay of excessiye revision) will aeem quite new to 

u 2 
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amiiBement. He was invested with the laticlaye * in my 
house, and in all the honoors he solicited, he was con- 
stantly asHisted by my interest. I will add, too, his affec- 
tion and esteem for me were po great that he formed hiH 
manners, and regulated his conduct, according to my guid- 
ance and dii-ection : a disposition very rarely met with 
in our yotmg men nowadayn, for who amonff them will 
deign to bubmit to the experience of their elders or the 
authority of their superiors? They think themselves at 
once full of all wisdom and knowledge; there is no one 
they look up to, no one they imitate, and they imagine 
they are a sufBcient example to themselves. But Avitus 
was of a verv different stamp ; he especially showed his 
wisdom in believing there were some who had more ; and 
his knowledge, in his desire to learn. He was ever con- 
sulting me upon some point relating to his studies, or his 
conduct ; and he always parted from you with the feeling 
that he had been improved, either on account of the 
attention with which ne listened, or the strict enquiries 
he made about everything. With what i^espect he treated 
Servianus, one of the most accomplished men of the age ! 
Avitus knew how to value such uncommon meiit, as well 
as to endear himself to him in his turn. Accordingly 
when Servianus went as lieutenant from Germany into 
Pannonia,t he attended him as tribune ; not so much in 
the character of fellow soldier as of friend and admirer. 
With what diligence and due deference did he execute the 
office of quaestor under several consuls, who all esteemed 
him, not only as an useful and experienced servant, but as 
a pleasing and agreeable companion ? With what vigilant 
application did he solicit this very aedileship,| j&om tibe 

* See book it letter is. note *. 

t A yery extenfllTe pioTinoe, oomprehending part of Austria, Hqd- 
gary.fto« a. 

X The aediles were at firti two offioen oboeen out of the body of the 
eommont, in order to aadtt the tribaDee in the diwharge of some puj- 
tionlar parts of their oiBoe, the ehief of which was the care of publie 
edifiees. Others were afterwards eleoted out of the nobility, to inspect 
public gsmes, detennine causes relating to the selling or exchanging 
of estates, to sujpenrise the public stores of com, and other proviifens, 
te. Keu.Antiq.pp.118,117. M. 
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onjoyment of whioh he ia now prematuroly 0natched ? A 
reflection that gives a peculiar poi^ancy to my grief fox 
the I068 of him. His unavailing labours, his fruitless can- 
vassings, and the honour whi(£ he merited only, never 
enjoved, are for ever before me. The circumstance of his 
having first put on the laticlave under my roof; the first 
and the last votes I ever gave him ; the conversations we 
have had, and the consultations we have held, all return 
fresh upon my mind. It affects me when I consider his 
}'0uth, and reflect upon the irreparable loss his family has 
sustained : an aged parent, a young wife to whom he had 
not been married much above a year ; an infant daughter 
just bom ; so many pleasing hopes, so many tender joys, 
all reversed and destroyed in one day 1 Only just elected 
aedile, a young husband and father, he was suddenly 
snatched from the midst of these enjoyments, and has left 
behind him an honour untasted, a mother inconsolable, a 
widowed wife, and an orphan infant, who will have tiie 
misfortune of never having known her father ! But what 
increases my teard upon this melancholy occasion is that, 
l)eing absent when this accident happened, I never knew 
of his sickness, till I heard of his death, and had no time 
to prepare myself for this cruel stroke, by previous appre- 
hension 1— Such is the present distress of my mind ! — You 
must not wonder then that it is the whole subject of my 
letter ; for I am not able, at present, to think or talk of 
anything else. Farewell. 



LETTER XXIV. To Maximus. 

My affection for you obliges me, not indeed t6 direct 
you (for you are far above the want of a guide), but to 
admonish you carefully to observe and resolutely to put in 
practice what you already know, that is, in other words, 
to know it to better purpose. Consider that you are sent 
to that noble province, Achaia, the real and genuine Greece, 
where politeness, learning, and even agriculture itself, are 
supposed to have taken their first rise ; sent to regulate the 
condition of free cities ; sent, that is, to a society of men 
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who breathe the spirit of tme manhood and liberty ; * who 
haye maintained the lights they received from Kature, by 
ooiirage, by yirtne, by alliances ; in a word, by civil an(^ 
reli^ons &ith. Bevere the gods their founders; thei^ 
anoient gloiy, and even that very antiquity itself which, 
venerable in men, is f^acred in states. Honour them there- 
fore for their deeds of old renown, nay, their very legendary 
traditions. Qrant to eveiy one his full dignity, privileges, 
yes, and the indulsenoe of his very vanity. Aemembor it 
was from this nation we derived our laws ; f that she did 

* * It is remarkable that even after Greeee was absorbed in the Bo- 
man empire, and became a provinoe to it under the name of Aohaia, it 
did not lose with its power and soyereignty that lively sense and lote 
of liberty which was the peenliar eharacter of that people, amongst 
whom the arts were produced and brought to perfeotlon. The Romans, 
when they had subdued Greece, left that generous, brave, polite people 
in possesion of many of their rights and privileges. And they main* 
tained such an ardent seal for liberty that, to name no other ins^oes 
of it, when the civil wars happened in Italy, the Athenians very warmly 
espoused the part of Pompey. who fought for the republic : and after 
Oaesar was killed, they erected statues in honour of Brutus and Osssius, 
near to those of Harmodius and Aristogiton, their ancient deliverers. 
It was hence Greece, Athens in particular, after it was very much 
follen and degenerated, continued still to be the metropolis of sciences, 
the school of all the fine arts, the standard and centre of good taste in 
all works of genius, to Oicero's time, and long afterwaros; insomuch 
that Rome sent its most illustrious youth to be perfected there in 
polite literature, eloquence, philosophy, and all the ingenions arts and 
sciences ; and the emperors who loved learning, if they could not go to 
Greece and become scholars there, as some of them did, brought 
Greece to them by inviting and receiving into their palaces its most 
celebrated professors and artists, and even intrusting the education of 
their children with Greek masters. Kow their contmuing to excel in 
the arts and sciences, to what else can it be attributed but to this, that, 
with some small remains of liberty, thev retained the spirit of liberty, 
the love of it, and seal for it? It waa indeed in consequence of this 
alone that they maintained, in some degree, even till Italy was quite 
overrun with barbarism, a sovereignty the Romans could not take 
from them ; a sovereignty in science, arts, and good taste. 'Tis impos- 
sible to account for it in any other way : they preserved the arts in a 
very great degree, because uiey retained the spirit of liberty in a very 
extraordinary one.* TumbuU on Anoient Fainting, p. 100. If. 

t About the year of Ron» 800, that is, 452 years before Christ, 
ambassadors were sent into Greece, to make a collection of such laws 
and customs as ttie wisdom of that cultured people had established^ 
particularly the famous ones of Solon. At tneir return, these laws 
wcYe approved and coniimied, and, together with aome adattional ones, 
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not reoei\8 ours by conquest, but gave xm hers by favour 
Bemember, it is Athenn to which you go ; it is Laoedaemor 
you govern ; and to deprive snoh a people of the declining 
shadow, the remaining name of liberty would be oiuel, in- 
human, barbarous* Phyidoians, you see, though in sickness 
there is no difference between freedom and slavery, yet treat 
persons of the former rank with more tenderness than those 
of the latter. Beflect what these oities once were ; but so 
reflect as not to despise them for what they are now. Far 
be pride and asperity from my friend ; nor fear, by a proper 
condescension, to lay vours^ open to contempt. Can he 
who is vested with the power and beais the ensigns of 
authority, can he fail of meeting with re8]*ect. unless by 
pursuing base and sordid measures, and first breaking 
through that reverence he owes to himself? HI, believe 
me, is power moved by insult; ill can terror command 
veneration, ana far more effectual is affection in obtaining 
one's purpottc than feart For terror operates no longer 
than its object is present, but love produces its effects with 
its object at a distance : and as absence chaDges the former 
into liatred, it raises the latter into n spect. And there* 
fore you ought (and I cannot but repeat it too often), you 
ought to well consider the nature of your office, and to 
represent to yourself how great and important tiie task is 
of ffoveming a free state. For what can be better fur 
society than such government, what can be more pre- 
cious than freedom? Bow ignominious then must his 
conduct be who turns good government into anarchy, and 
liberty into slavery ? To these considerations let me add, 
that you have an established reputation to maintain ; the 
fame you acquired bv the administration of the quaestor- 
ship in Bithvnia, *^ the good opinion of the empeior, the 
credit you obtained when you were tribune and praetor, 
in a word, this verv government, which may be looked 
upon as the reward of your former soivices, are all so 

were engnvsn on tea tablst of braM. Two other tablet of laws were 
■ooD afterwards added to these, which, together with the former, went 
by the name of the twelve tables»and were looked apon as tlie foantaia 
of aU Uw, paUiD and privato. Xii?. 1, Oi. c. 81. Ferrftie, Hist. «ka 
Lois dv. c. o. M, 
^ A proTiaco in Aaatolia, of Asia llinor, M, 
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many glorions weights which are incumbent upon jou to 
support with suitable dignity. The mcire strennonsly 
therefore you ought to enaeavour that it mav not be said 
yon showed greater nrbanity, iotegrity, and ability in a 
province remote from Rome, than in one which lies so 
much nearer the capital; in the midst of a nation of 
slaves, than among a fre people ; that it may not be re- 
marked, that it was chance, and not judgment, appointed 
yon to this office ; that yonr character wns unknown and 
unexperienced, not tried and approved. For (and it is a 
maxim which your reading and conversation must have 
often suggested to you) it is a far greater disgrace losing 
the name one has once acquired than never to have at- 
tained it I again beg you to be persuaded that I did 
not write this letter with a design of instruction, but of 
reminder. Though indeed, if I nad, it would have only 
been in consequence of the great affection I bear you : a 
sentiment which I am in no fear of carrying beyond its 
just bounds : for there can be no danger of excess where 
one cannot love too welL FaiewelL 
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BOOK IX. 



LETTER I. To MiLXiMUft. 

I HAVB frequently reoommended you to be as expeditioua 
as possible ia publisbing what you have written either in 
defence of your^elf or against Flanta ; or rather indeed (as 
the ciroumstanoes of the case demanded) what you drew 
up for both purposes ; but I particularly urge this advioe 
upon you now that I hear he is dead. For, although you 
have read this piece to many of your Mends, and put it 
into the hands of others, yet I should be extremely sorry 
that the world should suspect you only began after his 
death what it is most certain you had fiuished during his 
life. Let not your reputation for firmness and resolution 
be called in question. And it will not when both the 
candid and the malicious world shall know it was not the 
death of your adversary that emboldened you to write, 
but that this event only anticipated the opportunity of 
publiuhiug this piece. And thus you will avoid the im- 
putation, 

* With oowaid joy to trlamph o*er the dead : * 

for what you wrote before his death will be oonsidered 
as published during his lifetime, provided you publish it 
soon. If therefore you have any other work on hand, 
do postpone that for the present, and give your last finish- 
ing touches to this performance. It seemed to me indeed, 
when I formerly read it, to want no imprevemeots ; and 
so it ought now to seem to you, as Neither the subject itself 
requires nor the time will admit of longer delay. Fare- 
veil. 

LFlTEB IL To Sabinus. 

Tour earnest request that I would write you very fre- 
quent and very long letters is extremely agreeable to me. 

♦ Horn. Od. Ub. xxii. v. 412. 
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If I have forborne to do so, it lias been partly becanse yon 
were bnsy and I did not like to dislnrb yon; and partly 
from some very oold and nninterestiug aflfoin of my 
own, which engage my thonshts, and at the same tim^ 
suppress my ideas. Besides, I nave not a sufficient supply 
of matter for frequent letters ; and am by no means in the 
same situation that TuUy was, whom you point out to me 
as an example. He not only possessed a most enlarged 
mind, but the circumstances of the times in which ho 
lived furnished him with a variety of noble oocahions of 
exercising it. As for myself^ you Know (without my tell- 
ii^g you) to what narrow limits I am oonfined, unless mjr 
letters were to turn upon the fictitious and pedantic topics 
of the schools. But when I consider you m the midst of 
arms and encampments, animated by martial music, or 
fatigued with toil and heat; how al^uid would it be to 
talk to you upon such subjects? This is my apology, 
and I think it a reasonable one ; however, I almost wish 
you would not accept it : for to i eject Ihe excuses of a 
fiiend upon such an occasion, be they ever so just, is an 
evident proof of a warm affection. FarewelL 



LETTEB III. To Fauukus. 

Others may think as they please ; but the happiest man, 
in my opinion, is he who lives in the conscious anticipa- 
tion of an honest and enduring name, and secure of future 
glory in the eves of posterity. I confess, if I had not the 
reward of an immortal reputation in view, I sboutd prefer 
a life of uninterrupted ease and indolent retirement to any 
other. There seem to be two points worthy every man'iB 
attention: endless fame, or the short duration of life. 
Those who are actuated by the former motive ought to 
exert themselves to the very utmost of their power ; while 
such as are infiuenced by the latter should quietly resign 
themselves to repose, and not wear out a short life in 
perishable pursuits, as we see so many doing — and then 
sink at last into utter self-contempt, in the midst of a 
wretched and fruitless course of false industry. These 
are my daily reflections, which I communicate to you, in 
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ordei to renounce them if you do not agree with them ; at 
undoubtedly you will, who are for ever meditating Bome 
glorious and immortal enterpriae. Farewell. 

LETT£B lY. To Macbinus, 

I should fear yon would think the speech whioh you 
will receive witli this letter immoderarely long if it were 
not of such a nature as to require being divided into 
sections: which, consisting of distinct charges, has the 
appearance of so many separate speeches. Wherever there- 
fore you begin or end, you may consider what follows, 
either as connected with what precedes, or making of 
itself a new subject ; so that you may look upon it as verv 
diffuse upon the whole, and yet as extremely concise wim 
respect to its particular parts. FarewelL 

LETTEB V. To Tieo. 

You deserve the highest praise for the mildness with 
which, as I am informed (and I make very strict enquiry^ 
YOU administer justice in your province; one principal 
branch of which is to distinguish merit in every degree, 
and so to gain the love of the lower rank as to preserve at 
the same time the afifection of their superiors* But it is 
au error many have fallen into, that while they endeavour 
to avoid the appearance of favourinff the great, they run 
into the contrary extreme, and gain the character of acting 
ill-manneredly or ill-naturedly ; an error which you are 
&r from guilty of, I well know. However, I cannot forbear 
addipg a caution to my praise, and recommending you to 
conduct yourself in such a manner as to preserve the 
proper distinctions of rank and dignity, which, if once 
ounfounded, and all thrown upon a leYcl, nothing can bo 
more unequal than that kind of equality. FarewelL 

LETTEB VI. To Oalvisius. 

I haYO spent these several days past, in reading and 
writing, with the most pleasing tranquillity imaginable. 
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YoQ will ask, ' How that can possibly be in the midnt of 
Rome ? ' It was the time of Of lebratinf^ the CircenNian * 
games ; an entertainment for which I haTe not the least 
taste, lliey have no novelty, no Tariety to recommend 
them, nothing, in short, one would wish ta see twice. It 
does the more surprise me therefore that so many thousand 
people should be possessed with the childish passion of 
desiring so often to see a parcel of horses gallop, and men 
standing upright in their chariots. If, indeed, it were the 
swiftness of the horses, or the skill of the men that 
attracted them, there might be some pretence of reason for 
it. But it is the dre$$^ they like , it is the dress that 
takes their fancy. And if, in the niidpt of the course and 
contest, the different parties were to change colours, their 
different partisans would change sides, and instantly desert 
the very same men and horses whom just before they were 
eagerly following with their eyes, as far as they could see, 
and shouting out their names with all their might. Such 
mighty charms, such wondrous power reside in the 
colour of a paltry tunic I And this not only with the 
common crowd (more contemptible than the dress they 
espouse), but even with serious-thinking people. When I 
observe such men thus insntiably fond of so silly, so low, 
ho uninteresting, so common an entertainment, I congratu- 
lafe myself on mv indifference to these pleasures : and am 
glad to employ the leisure of this season upon my books, 
which others throw away upon the most idle occupations* 
FarewelL 

* These games were origiiiaUy of Grecian extraction, bnt first intro- 
daced among the Romans by Romulus^ in order to JGnvonr his design of 
carrying off the Sabine viiigins : they consisted of horse and olmrlot 
races. &c M. 

t The performers at these games were divided into companies, dis* 
tinraitihea by the particular colnnr of their habits; the principal of 
which were the white, the red, the blue, and the green. Aocoraingly 
the spectators favoured one or the other colour, as numour and capnce 
inclined them. In the reign of Justinian a tumult * arose in Constan- 
tinople, occasioned merely by a contention among the partizans of these 
several colours, wherein no less than 80,000 men lost weir lives. M, 



' ProeoiK dt BtL. Ptorsie. 1 1. 



802 THS LBTTEBS OF PLIKT, [Booi 9. 



LEITER Vn. To EoMANUS, 

I am pleased to find by your letter that you are engaged 
in builaing ; for I may now defend m^ own oonduct by 
your example. I am mj'self employed in the same sort of 
work ; and since I have you, who shall deny I have reason 
on my side ? Our situations too are not dissimilar ; your 
buildings are carried on upon the sea-coast, mine are 
rising upon the side of the LHrian lake. I have several 
villas upon the borders of thi^ lake, but there are two 
particularly in which, as I lake most delight, so they give 
me most employment. They are both situated like those 
at Baiae :* one of them stands upon a rock, and overlooks 

* Now called Oastello di Baia, in Terra di Lavoro. It was the place 
the BomanB choae for thehr winter retreat ; and which they frequented 
upon aooouut of its warm hatha. Some few ruins of the heautifui villas 
that once covered this deliRbtM coast still remain ; and nothing can 
give one a higher idea of the prodigious expense and magnificence of 
the Romans m their private buildings than the manner in which some 
of these were situated. It appears from this letter, as well as from 
several other passages in the dassio writers, that they actually pro- 
jected into the sea, being erected upon vast piles sunk for that purpose. 
Virgil draws a beautifuTsimile from this custom, where he compares the 
massy spear which Tumus let fly at Bitias, to one of those enormous 
pil«» thrown into the Baion sea. 

* QmlxB «n EtMoo Baiarwn lUtore qwmdaan 
Saxea jrila oadUf magnia quam molibua ante 
Conatructamjacivnt ponto ; tie ilia rtUnam 
Frona trahit pemtusque vadii Ulisa recunthU ; 
Miscmt M morta, et nigrae atMluntur arenae,' 

Aen. fx. 710. 

TBAN8LATI0N. 

* So from the Baian mole, whose stmctnree rise 
High o'er the flood, a massy fragment flies ; 
The rapid rolling pile all headlong sweeps 
With one vast length of ruin to the deeps ; 
Thick hoil the billows, and on every side 
Work the dark sands, and blacken all the tide.' 

(Pitt.) 

Horace also, in one of his moral Odes, points out and exposes tlili 
amazing luxury of building : 

' Tu aecanda marmora 

Looaa aub ipaum/tmus ; et aepulcri 
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the lake; the other aotoallv touches it. The first, sup- 
ported as it were hy the lofty huskin,* I call my ircMte ; 
the other, as resting upon the humhle sock, my eanUe vula. 
Each has its own peculiar charm, recommending it to its pos- 
sessor so much more on account of this very dinerence. The 
former commands a wider, the latter enjoys a nearer view of 
the lake. One, by a gentle curve, embraces a little bay ; 
the other, being built upon a greater height, forms two. Here 
you have a stiait walk extending itself along the banks of 
the lake ; there, a spacious terrace that falls by a gentle 
descent towards it. The former does not feel the force of 
the waves ; the latter breaks them ; from thai you see the 
fishine-vessels ; from this you may fish yourself, and throve 
your une out of your room, and almost from your bed, 
as from off a boat. It is the beauties therefore these 
agreeable villas possess that tempt me to add to them 

Immenwr, struia demos ; 

Marisque Baits obstrepeniis urges 
Swnmovere littoray 

Pamm locuptes oorUinente ripa,* 

Carm. ii. IS. 

TRAKSLATIOlf. 

* Ton, with thonghtlen pride elate. 
Unconscious of impending fate, 
Command the pillared dome to rise, 
When, lo ! thr tomb forgotten lies ; 
And though the waves indignant roar. 
Forward jon urge the Baian shore. 
While earth's too narrow bounds In Yain 
Thy guiltj progress would restrain/ 

(Mr. Francis.) Jt 

And here, indeed, luxury seems to have reigned in her meet lioentiout 
refinements of sU kinds ; while the principal smnsement of the pkice 
consisted in sailine upcm the gulf in guily pointed barks, aooompanied 
with all the melting softness that exquisite wines, fine women, and 
rapturous muslo oould inspire. There was something even in the 
natural as well as artificial turn of the scene, which seemed formed to 
throw the mind into a state of softness and dissipation : insomuch that 
Seneca, with all his atoical fortitude, durst not trust himself in it aboTS 
a day. See Seneca, Ep. 51. M. 

* The hnakin was a kind of high shoe worn upon the stage b^ the 
actors of tragedy, in order to give them a more heroical elevation ot 
stature; as the sock was something between a shoe and stocking, and 
appropriated to the c<nQir players. JC 
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tbone wkioh are wanting. — But I need not assign a reason 
to yon ; who, undonbtealy, will think it a sufficient one 
Uiat I follow your example. Farewell. 



LETTER YIIL To AuauBmas. 

Were I to begin praising ycu^ from whom I hare reoeiyed 
so much praise, I am afraid it might look as if I did so, 
not Fo much to show my judgment, as my gratitude 
Neyertheleiss I will not soruple to say that I think all youi 
writings are full of beauty ; especially, you may be sure, 
those of whioh I am the subject. And the same reason 
will aeoount bt)th for their deserving that character, and 
for my thinkine so : for as, on the one hand, you ever 
succeed best when friendship inspires you, so, on the 
either, I always like best what flattera my vanity. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER IX. To Oolo. 

I Kreatly admire the generous ^rief you show for the 
death of jTompeius Quintianus, as it is a proof that your 
affeotion for your departed friend does not terminate with 
his life. Far different from those who love, or rather, I 
Bhould more properly say, who counterfeit love to none but 
the living. Nor indeea even ihaX any longer than they 
are the favouiites of fortune; for the unhappy and the 
dead are equally forgotten by them. But ^ow friendship 
is raised upon a more lasting foundation, and the con- 
stancy of your affection can only end with your life. 
Quintianus, moiit certainly, well deserved to meet with 
that generous warmth from his fiiends of which he was 
himself so bright an eiuimple. He loved them in pros- 
perity; protected them in adversity; lamented them in 
death. What an open oountonanoe his was I howdelibe* 
rate and deferential he was in conversation I how equally 
did he temper gravity with ^iety I how fond he was of 
learning ! what a discerning judgment he possessed ! how 
dutiful to a £Either of a very different character! and how 
happily did he reconcile filial piety with inflexible virtue 
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and oonfinue a good son, without forfeiting the title of a 
C^ood man I — But why do I aggravate your affliction by r^ 
minding you of his worth ? Yet I know your aflfection for 
the memory of this excellent youth is so strong that you 
had rather endure that pain than suffer his virtue to be 
passed over in silence ; espeoially by me, whose applause, 
you imagine, will adorn his actions, extend his fame, and 
restore him, as it were, to that life from which he is pre- 
maturely snatched. Farewell. 



LETTER X. To TAarras.* 

I should be glad enough to follow your advice; but 
there is sucbi a scarcity of boars that it is impossible to 
reconcile Minerva with Diana, who, you think, ought to be 
worshipped together. I must content myself, then, with 
paying my single devotion to the former ; though in an 
easy, lazy soi*t of wav, as considering the heat of the 
season, and the privileged indolence of retirement. I 
composed, indeed, a few trifles on my journey here, which 
are only fit to be destroyed, as they are written in the 
same negligent and inattentive style in which one usually 
chats upon the road. Since I came to my villa, I have 
made some few additions to them, not finding myself in a 
humour to turn my thoughts to things of more conse- 
quence. Thus my poems, which you suppose are beine 
Drought to such a pitch of perfection amid the silence and 
solemnity of woods and groves, are, really, quite at a stand. 

* Catanaeus, with some other commentatora, imagines this letter does 
not belong to Pliny, bat is the answer of Tacitus to the 6th epistle of 
the first Iwok. He supports this conjecture, indeed, by no authority ; 
only thinks ii falls in exactly with the letter to which he supposes it an 
answer, and fiincies he discovers somethinji^ in the style different from 
our author*s manner. But upon a comparison of the two letters, there 
seems little reason to believe one is an answer to the other. And as to 
the difference of style (if there really be any) which the translator ccn- 
fessee he has not penetration enough to discover, it is much too pre- 
carious an argument to have any weight In the case. The supposition 
of Oasaubon seems more probable, who thinks this epistle might be 
occasioned by one from Tacitus, in which he reminded Pliny of Ids own 
advice to him, in that letter to which Oatanaens imaginei ihit aa 
answer. IC 
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But I have royised a short speech or two ; though thai 
kiad of work is disagreeable and repulsive enough, and 
has a much nearer resemblance to ruatio labours than 
rural amusements. Farewell. 



LETTER XL To GmfiNtTS. 

Tour letter was particularly acceptable to me, as it 
mentioned your desire that I would send you something of 
mine, addressed to you, to insert in your works. I shall 
find a more appropiiate occasion of complying with your 
request than that which you propose, tne subject you 
point out to me being attended with some objections ; and 
when you re-consider it, you will think so. — As 1 did not 
imagine there were any booksellers at Lugdunum,* I am 
so much the more pleased to learn that my works are sold 
there. I rejoice to find they maintain the character 
abroad which they raised at home ; and I begin to flatter 
myself they have some merit, since persons of such distant 
countries are agreed in their opinion with regard to them. 
Farewell. 



LETTER Xn. To Junior. 

A certain friend of mine lately chastised his son, in my 
presence, for being somewhat too expensive in the matter 
of dogs and horses. ' And pray,' I asked him, when ^e 
youth had left us, ' did you never commit a fault yourself 
which deserved your father's correction ? Did you never ? 
I repeat. Nay, are you not sometimes even now guilty of 
errors which your son, were he in your place, might with 
equal gravity reprove? Are not all mcmkind subject to 
indiscretions ? And have we not each of us our particular 
follies in which we fondly indulge ourselves ? ' 

The great affection I have for you induced me to set 
this instance of unreasonable severity before you — a 
caution not to treat your son with too much harshness 
and severity. Oonsider, he is but a boy, and that there 
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was a time when yon were so too. In exerting, therefore, 
the anthority of a father, rememher always that you are a 
man, and the parent of a man. FarewelL 



LETTER Xm. To Qdadsatus. 

The pleasore and attention with which yon road the 
Tindioation I published of Helvidinii,* has greatly raised 
your onrioeity, it seems, to be informed of those particulars 
relating to Uiat affidr, which are not mentioned in the 
defence ; as you were too young to be present yourself at 
that transaction. When Domitian was assassinated, a 
glorious opportunity, I thought, offered itself to me of 
pursuing tne (guilty, yindicating the injured, and advancing 
my own reputation. But amidst an infinite Tariety of 
the blackest crimes, none appeared to me more atrocious 
than that a senator, of praetorian dignity, and invested 
with the sacred character of a judge, should, even in the 
▼eiy senate itself lay violent hands upon a member f of 
that body, one of consular rank, and who then stood 
arraigned before him. Besides this general consideration, 
I also happened to be on terms of particular intimacy with 
Helyidius, as far as this was possible with one who, through 
fear of the tiroes, endeaToured to veil the lustre of his fame, 
and his yirtues, in obscurity and retirement. Arria likewise, 
and her daughter Fannia, who was mother-in-law to Hel- 
Tidius, were in the number of my friends. But it was not 
so much private attachmente as the honour of ihe public, 
a just indignation at the action, and the danger of the 
example if it should pass unpunished, that animated me 
upon the occasion. At the first restoration of liberty ,*( 
every man singled out his particular enemy (though it 

* He was aeenBed of treasoo, under preteooe that in a diamatie piece 
wkkAk he coDipoaed he had, in the cfaaraeten of Fans and Oenooe, re- 
fleeted upon Domitiaa fior dtTOoing his wife Dondtia. Boet in Vit 
DoDtte. 10. Jt 

t H^Tidhis. 

X Upon ttM acoflanoa of Nerta to the eaqsre, after the death oi 
Ponritian JC 

X 2 
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must be confessed, those only of a lower rank), and, in the 
midst of much clamour and oonfuHioii, no sooner brought 
the charge than procured the condemnation. But for 
myself, I thought it would be more reasonable aud more 
effectual, not to take advantage of the general resentment 
of the public, but to crush this criminal witli the single 
weight of his own enormous guilt. When therefure the 
first heat of public indignation began to cool, and declin- 
ing passion gave way to justice, though I was at that time 
under great affliction for the loss of my wife.* I sent to 
Auteia, the widow of Helvidius, and desired her to come 
to me, as my late misfortuue prevented me from appearing 
in public. When she arrived, I said to her, * I am re- 
solved not to suffer the iujurieB your husband has received, 
to pass unreveuged ; let Arria and Fannia' (who were just 
returned from exile) ' know this ; and consider together 
whether you would care to join with me in the prose- 
cution. Not that I want an associate, but I am not so 
jt3alous of my own glory as to refuse to share it with you 
in this affair.' She accordingly earned this message ; and 
they all agreed to the proposid without the least hesitatior 
It happened very opportunely that the senate was to meet 
within three days. It was a general rule with me to con- 
Hult, in all my affairs, with Cor^lius, a person of the greatest 
far-sightedness and wisdom this age has produced. How-r 
ever, in the present case, I relied entirely upon my own 
diHoretion,bemg appreheusive he would not approve of my 
design, as he was very cautious and deliberate. But 
though I did not previously take counsel with him (ex- 
})erience having taught me, never to do so with a person 
concerning a question we have already determined, where 
he has a right to expect that one shall be decided by 
his judgment), yet I could not forbear, acquainting him 
with my resoluuon at the tip^e I intended to cany it into 
execution. The senate being assembled, I came into the 
house, aud begged I might have leave to make a motion ; 
which I did in few words, and with general assent. When 
I began to touch upon the charge, and point out the person 

* Oar author's first wife; of whom we have no particular sooouai 
4iter her death, he manied his £ftTourite Oalpumia. U, 
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I intended to aoonse (ihougli as Tet without mentioning 
bim by name), I was attacked on all sides. ' Let ns know/ 
exclaims one, ' who is the snbjeot of this informal motion ? * 

* Who is it' (asked another) ' that is thus accused, without 
acquainting the house with his name, and his crime?' 

* Surely ' (added a third) ' we who have survived the late 
dangerous times may expect now, at least, to remain in 
security.' I heard all this with perfect calmness, and 
without being in the least alarmed. Such is the effect of 
conscious integrity ; and so much difference is there with 
respect to inspiring confidence or fear, whether the world 
had only rather one should forbear a certain act, or abso- 
lutely condemns it It would be too tedious to relate all 
that was advanced, by different parties, upon this occasion. 
At length the consul said, ' Ton will be at liberty, Secundus, 
to propose what you think proper when your turn comes 
to g;ive your opinion upon the order of the day.'* I 
replied, * Tou must allow me a liberty which you never 
yet ref^ed to any ;* and so sat down : when immediately 
the house went upon another business. In the meanwhile, 
one of my consular friends took me aside, snd, with great 
earnestness telling me he thought I had carried on this 
affair wi'h more boldness than prudence, used every method 
of reproof and persuasion to prevail with me to desist ; 
adding at the same time that I should certainly, if I per- 
severed, render myself obnoxious to some future prince. 
' Be it so,' I returned, ' should he prove a bad one.' Scarcely 
had he left me when a second came up : * Whatever,' suid 
he, 'are you attempting? Why ever will you ruin your- 
self? Do you consider the risks you expose yourself to ? 
Why will you presume too much on the present situation of 

Eublio affairs, when it is so uncertain what turn they mny 
ereafker take? Tou are attacking a man who is actually 
at the head of the treasury, and will shortly be consul. 
Besides, recollect what credit he has, and with what 
powerful firiendships he is supported?' Upon which he 
named a certain person, who (not without several strong 

* It is verj remarkable that, when any senator was asked his opinion 
In the hoose, be had the priTilege of speaking as long as he pleased 
upon any other aflhir before he eane to the point in qnesticn. AnL 
(ilell. Uh It. 0. 10. M. 
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and suspioxous ramours) was then at the bead of a powerful 
army in the east I replied, 

* ** All Vye forefleen, and oft ih thought roTolv'd ; " * 

and am willing, if fate shall so decree, to suffer in an 
honest cause, provided I can draw vengeance down upon a 
most infamous one/ The time for the members to give 
thoir opinion was now arrived. Domitius ApoUinaris, the 
consul elect, spoke first ; after him Fabricius Yejento, then 
Fabius Maximinus, Vettius Proculus next (who married 
my wife's mother, and who was colleague of Publicius 
Oertus, the person on whom the debate turned), and last of 
all Ammius Flaccus. lliey all defended Certus, as if I 
had named him (though I had not yet bo much as once 
mentioned him), and entered upon his justification as if I 
had exhibited a specific charge. It is not necessary to 
repeat in this place what they respectively said, having 
given it all at length in their woi-ds, in the speech above- 
mentioned. Avidius Quietus and Gomutus TertuUus an- 
swered them. The foimer observed, * that it was extremely 
unjust not to hear the complaints of those who thought them- 
selves injured, and therefore that AiTia and Fannia ought 
not to be denied the privil^e of laying their grievances 
before the house ; and that the point for the consiaeration of 
the senate was not the rank of the person, but the merit 
of the cause.' Thpn Comutus rose up and acquainted the 
house, ' that, as he was appointed guardian to me daughter 
of Helvidius by the consuls, upon the petition of her 
mother and her father-in-law, he felt himself compelled to 
fulfil the duty of his trust In the execution of which, 
however, he would endeavour to set some bounds to his 
iii(] ignation by following that great example of moderation 
which those excellent women f had set, who contented 
themselves vrith barely informing the senate of the cruelties 
which Certus committed in order to carry on his infamous 
adulation; and therefore,' he said, * he would only move that, 
if a punishment due to a crime so notoriously known 
should be remitted, Certus might at least be branded with 
some mark of the displeasure of that august assembly •' 

* Aeneid, lih. vi. t. 105. f Arria and Fannia. 
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SatriuB Rufus spoke next, and, meaning to steer a middle 
(X)ur8e, expressed himself with oonsiderable ambienity. ' I 
am of opinion,' said he, * that great injustice will be done 
to Certns if he is not acquitted (for I do not scruple to 
mention his name, since the friends of Arria and Fannia, as 
well as his own, have done so too), nor indeed have we anv 
occasion for anxiety upon this account. We who think 
well of the man shall judg^e him with the same impartiality 
as the rest ; but if he is innocent, as I hope he is, and 
shall be glad to find, I think this house may very justly 
deny the present motion till some charge has been proved 
against him.' Thu9, according to the respective order in 
which they were called upon,* they delivered their several 
opinions. When it came to my turn, I rose up, and, using 
the same introduction to mv speech as I have published in 
the defence, I replied to them severally. It is surprising 
with what attention, what clamorous applause I was heard, 
even by those who just before were loudest aeainst me : 
such a wonderful change was wrought either by the im- 
portance of the affair, the suooeesliil progress 'of the speech, 
or the resolution of the advocate. After J had finished, 
Yejento attempted to reply ; but the general clamour raised 
against him not permitting him to go on, * I entreat you,' 
conscript fathers, f said he, ' not to oblige me to implora 
the assistance of the tribunes.'! Immediately the tri- 
bune Murena cried out, ' You have my permission, most 
illustrious Yejento, to go on.' But still the clamour was 
renewed. In the interval, the consul ordered the house 
to divide, and having counted the voices, dismissed the 
senate, leaving Yejento in the midst, still attempting to 
speak. He made great complaints of this affront (as 

* In the early times of the republic theybenn by asking the opinion 
of the prinee of the senate, and the rest went on each according to his 
age. under the emperors, their will served as a role : for as the prince 
presided in the senate, he demanded the opinion of him first whom he 
thought fit to do that honour : however, he more usually began with 
the consuls. 1£ 

t The appellation by which the senate was addressed. Jf. 

t The tribunes were magistrates chosen at first out of the body of 
the commons, finr the defence of their liberties, and to interpose in all 
grievances offered bj their superiors. Their authority eitsnded even 
to the deliberations of the senate. JC 
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he oalled it), applying the following lines of Homer to 
himself: 

* Great perils, fiither, wait the mieqiial fight ; 
Those younger champione will thj Btrength o^eroome.' * 

There was hardly a man in the senate that did not embrace 
and kiss me, and all strove who should applaud me most, 
for haying, at the cost of private enmities, revived a custom 
so long disused, of freely consulting the senate upon affairs 
that concern the honour of the public; in a word, for 
having wiped off that reproach which was thrown upon it 
by other orders in the state, * that the senators mutually 
favoured the members of their own body, while they were 
very severe in animadverting upon the rest of their fellow- 
citizens.' All this was transacted in the absence of Certus ; 
who kept out of the way either because he suspected some- 
thing of this nature was intended to be moved, or fas was 
alleged in his excuse) that he was really unwell. Caesar, 
however, did not refer the examination of this matter to 
the senate. But I succeeded, nevertheless, in my aim, 
another person being appointed to succeed Certus in the 
consulship, while the election of his colleague to that office 
was confirmed. And thus, the wish wiw which I con- 
cluded my speech, was actually accomplished : * May he be 
obligetl,' said I, * to renounce, under a virtuous prince,')' 
that reward he received from an infamous oneTJ Some 
time after I recollected, as well as I could, the speech I 
had made upon this occasion; to which I made several 
additions. It happened (though indeed it had the appear- 
ance of being something more than casual) that a few days 
after I had published this piece, Certus was taken ill and 
died. I was told that his imagination was continually 
haunted with this afiGEkir, and kept picturing me ever be- 
fore his eyes, as a man pursuing nim with a drawn sword. 
Whether there was any truth in this rumour, I will not 
venture to assert ; but, for the sake of example, however, 

* Diomed's speech to Nestor, advising him to retire from the field of 
battle. Iliad. Tiu. 102. Pope. If. 

t Nenra. 

X Domitian ; by whom he had been appointed oonsol elect, though 
he had not yet entered upon that office. IL 
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I could wish it might gain credit. And now I have sent 
you a letter which (considering it is a letter) is as long as 
the defence you say you have read : but you must thank 
yourself for not being content with such information as 
that piece could a£fora yon. Farewell, 



LETTER XIV. To Tacitus. 

Though you are by no means inclined to self-admiration, 
yet, be assured, none of my writings are more sincerely the 
undissembled dictates pf my real thoughts than those of 
which you are the subject. Whether, indeed, posterity 
will concern herself with either of us, I know not; but 
surely we deserve some small regard at least, I will not say 
upon account of our talents (that would be too vain a 
presumption), but from our application, our labours, and 
that high reverence we feel for ner. Proceed we then, my 
friend, in the course we have entered upon, which, while 
it has conducted a few to the highest eminences of fame, 
has drawn forth many out of silent obscurity into public 
notice. Farewell. 



LETTER XV. To Faloo. 

I had taken refuge in my villa at Tuscum, in hopes of 
passing my time here, at least in my own way : but that is 
a privilege, I find, I am not to enjoy even here ; so greatly 
am I interrupted with the troublesome complaints and 
petitions of my tenants, whose accounts I look over with 
more reluctance than I do my own ; for really 't is with 
ffreat unwillingness I examine even these. I am revising, 
however, some little speeches ; an employment which, after 
a length of time has intervened, is but of a very cold and 
unentertaining kind. Meanwhile, my domestic affairs are 
neglected as much as if I weie away. Tet I sometimes so 
far act the part of careful master of the family as to mount 
my horse and ride about my farms, instead of takine my 
exercise in the gettaiioJ^ As for you, I hope you will Keep 

* See p. 8, note * 
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up your old ouatom, and, in retam for this aocount of my 
oouutry doings, let me know what is going forward in 
town. Farewell. 



LETTEE XVI. To Mamilianus. 

It is no wonder the ohase you mention afforded yon 
infinite pleasure, since ' the number of the slain (to use 
your own historical expression*) was not to be counted.' 
As for myself, I have neither leisure nor inclination for 
spoi-ts of that kind ; nor leisure, because I am in the midst 
of my vintage ; nor inclination, because it has proved a 
very poor one this season. However, I shall be able, I 
hope, to draw off some new verses, at least, if not new wine, 
for your entertainment, which (since you ask for them so 
pleasantly) I will not fail to send you, so soon as they 
shall be thoi-oughly settled. FarewelL 



LETTER XVII. To Genitob. 

I have received your letter, in which you complain of 
having been highly disgusted lately at a very splendid 
entertainment, by a set of buffoons, mummers, and wanton 
prostitutes, who were dancing about round the tables.| But 

* An expression fluent among the historians in their descriptions 
of battles. If. 

t These persons were introduoed at most of the tables of the great, 
tor the purposes of mirth and gaiety, and constituted an essential part 
in all polite entertainments among the Bomana It is surprising how 
soon this great people fell of from their original severity of manners, 
and were tainted with the stale refinements of foreign luxury. livy 
dates the rise of this and other unmanly delicacies from the conquest 
of Scipio Asiaticus over Autiochus ; that is, when the Roman name had 
scarce subsisted shove a hundred and threescore years. * Luxuricie per&' 
grincLS origo* says he, ' exereitu Anatieo in urlim inveeta etl,' ^ This 
triumphant army caught, it seems, the contagious softness of the people 
it subdued ; and, on its return to Rome, spread an infection among their 
countrymen, which worked by slow degrees, till it effected their total 
destruction. Thus did Kastern luxuiy revenge itself on Roman arms 



> Ut. 1. xziiz. c. tf. 
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let me ftdvise 70a to smooth your knitted brow somewhat. 
I confess, indeed, I admit nothing of this kind at my own 
house ; however, I bear with it in others. * And why 
then,' you will be ready to ask, ' not have them yourself? ' 
The truth is, because the gestures of the wanton, the 
pleasantries of the buffoon, or the eztrayagancies of the 
mummer, give me no pleasure, as they give me no 8urpri>e. 
It is my particular taste, you see, not my judgment, that I 
plead against them. And indeed, what numbers are there 
who think the entertainments with which you and I are 
most delighted no better than impertinent follies I How 
many are there who, as soon as a reader, a lyrist, or a 
comedian is introduced, either take their leave of the com- 
pany or, if they renmin, show as much dislike to this sort 
of thing as 3'ou did to those monsters^ as you call them I 
Let us bear therefore, my friend, with others in their 
amusements, that they, in return, may show indulgence 
to ours. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIU. To Sabinus. 

With what care and attention you have read my works, 
and how perfectly you treasure them in your memory, your 

It may be wondered tbat Pliny shonld keep his own temper, and check 
the indignation of his Mends at a soene wnioh was fit only for the dis- 
solute reyels of the infamous Trimalohio. Bni it will not, perhaps, be 
doing jnstioe to our author to take an estimate of his real -sentiments 
upon this point from the letter before us. Gtonitor, it seems, was a man 
of strict, but rather of too austere morals for the firee turn of the age : 
* emendatui ei gravii : paulo eiiam horridiar et durior tU f » hoe lieerUia 
temporum * (£p. iii. 1. 8). But as there is a certain seas mable accom* 
modation to the manners of the times, not only extremely consistent 
with, but highly condudve to, the interests of virtue, Pliny, probably, 
may iifiect a greater latitude than he in general appAOved, in order to 
draw off his friend from that stiffness and unyielding disposition which 
might prejudice those of a gayer turn against him, and consequently 
lessen the beneficial influence of his viitues upon the world. A late 
most ingenious author, who has greatly distinguished himself in several 
branches of useful and polite litt'rature, has given us a lepresontatioo 
of one of tiiese buffoons, from an antique in his collection : to which the 
reader is referred for a stronger idea of the vitiated and low taste of 
those who oould receive from them any entertainment. Bee Middletoii» 
Antiq. tab. 9, fig. 2. If. 
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letter is a sufficient proof. Do you reflect, then, what a 
trouble you are bringing upon your hands when you 
kindly entice me, by every friendly ai-tifioe, to communi- 
cate to you as many of them as possible ? I cannot, certainly, 
refuse your request ; but shall comply with it, however, at 
different intervals, and observe some kind of succession. 
For I would not, by too copious and too frequent a supply, 
overload and confuse a memory to which I already owe so 
many acknowledgments ; nor, in short, pour in such pro- 
fusion at once as to oblige it to obliterate what it had 
before retained, in order to make room for what succeeds. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XIX. To Roffo. 

Tou have read, it seems, in a letter * of mine that Yer- 
ginius Rufus directed the following lines to be inscribed 
upoD his tomb : 

* Here BufiiB lies, who Yindez' anna withstood. 
Not for himself, but for his country's good : ' 

for which you blame him, and think Frontinus acted much 
more reasonably, in forbidding any monument whatsoever 
to be erected to his memory. And in the conclusion ot 
your letter you desire my opinion upon each. I loved 
them both ; but I confess I admired htm most whom you 
condemn : and admired him to such a degree that, so far 
from imagining I ever should have occasion to become his 
advocate, I thought he could never be sufficiently pra*sed. 
In my opinion, every man who has done anything great 
and memorable deserves not only excuse, but high ap- 
proval, if he endeavours to secure immortality to the fame 
he has merited, and is desirous also to perpetuate an ever- 
lasting remembrance of himself by monumental inscrip- 
tions. Yet rarely shall you find a man, who had performed 
such great achievements, so modestly reserved upon the 
subject of his own actions as Yerginius was. I can bear 
him witness ^and I had the happiness to enjoy his inti- 
mate friendship) that I never but once heard him mention 

* To Albinus; see book vi. letter z. 
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his own conduct ; and that was, in g^iving an acoount of a 
conversation wliicb paMod between him and ClaTiua 
' Ton well know, Yerginios,' (said Oluvins to him) * the 
fidelity reanired in an historian ; yoa will pardon me 
therefore, 1 hope, if Jmu should meet with anything ic 
my works that is not agreeable to yon.' ' O Cluvius,' he 
replied, *can you be ignoi-ant that what I performed was 
in order that every man might enjoy the liberty of writing 
what he pleased ? ' But let us compare Frontiuus with 
him in that very instance, in which you thiuk the former 
more modest and reserved. He forbade the erection of a 
monument to him, it is true ; but in wh-it words ? * The 
expense of a monument is supei-fluous ; the remembrance 
of me will remain, if my actions deserve it.* Is there more 
modesty, do you think, in thus proclaiming to all the world * 
that his memory would remain, than in marking upon a 
single tomb-stone, in two lines, the actions one has per- 
formed ? It is not, however, my design to condemn your 
favourite hero; I only mean to defend Yerginiud : and 
what argnment can have juster weight with you than one 
drawn from a oomparisun between him and the person you 
j>refer? In my own opinion, indeed, neither of them 
deserves to be condemned, since ihey b(»th were animated 
with the same ardent passion for glory, although they 
purdued their object by different road^ : the former, in 
desiring to receive those monumental honours he had 
merited ; the latter, in preferring to appear to despise 
them. Farewell. 



LETTER XX. To Venator. 

The longer your letter was, so much the more agreeable 
I thought it ; especially as it was entirely upon the subject 
of my works* I am not at all surprised at your finding a 
pleasure in them, sbice I know you have uie same affec- 
tion for everything that belongs to me as you have for 
myself. 

The getting in of my vintage (which, though it has 

* It appears from henoe that thii was not a testamentary direction 
but a dedazation in some nork whioh Frontiniis had published. Jf. 
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proved but a slender one this season, is, however, more 
plentiful than I expected) paitioularlj employs me at 
pre8ent, if getting it in means gathering a grape no\% 
and then, visiting the vrine-press, tasting the must in the 
▼at, and sauntering up to my servants;* who, being all 
engaged out of doors, have wholly abandoned me to my 
readers and my secretaries. Farewell. 

LETTER XXI. To Sabiniaxus. 

Tour freedman, whom yon lately mentioned to me with 
displeasure, has been with me, and threw himself at my 
feet with as muoh submission as he oould have fallen at 
yours. He earnestly requested me with many tears, and 
even vnth all the eloquence of silent sorrow, to intercede 
for him ; in short, he convinced me by his whole behaviour 
that he sincerely repents of his fault. I am pernuaded he 
in thoroughly reformed, because he Feems deeply sensible 
of his guilt. I know you are angry with him, and I know, 
too, it is not without reason ; but clemency can never 
exert itself more laudably than when there is the most 
cause for resentment. You once had an affection for this 
man, and, I hope, will have again: meanwhile, let me 
only prevail witn you to pardon him. If he should incur 
your displeasure hereafter, you will have so much the 
stronger plea in excuse for your anger as you show your- 
self more merciful to him now. Concede something to his 
youth, to his tears, and to your own natural mildness of 
temper : do not make him uneasy any longer, and I will 
add too, do not make yourttclf so ; for a man of your kind- 
ness of heart cannot be angry without feeling great un- 
easiness. I am afraid, were I to join my entreaties with 
his, I should seem rather to compel than request you to 
for^ve him. Yet I will not scruple even to write mine 
with his ; and in so much the stronger terms as I have 
very sharply and severely reproved him, positively 
threatening never to interpose again in his behalf. But 

* The diatinotioii in the civil law between the $ervi urhani et ruUiei 
is alluded to in the original ; bat as we have not the same among us, it 
Is not possible, perhaps, to preserve this aUution, with propriety, in an 
Bnglisn translation. U, 
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thoQgli it waB proper to saj this to him, in order to make 
him more fearful of offending, I do not say so to yon. I 
ii^ftyi perhaps, again have occasion to entreat you upon his 
account, and again obtain your forgiveness ; supposing, I 
mean, his fault should be such as may become me to inter- 
cede for, and you to pardon. FarewelL 

LETTEB XXII. To Sbverus. 

I have been much alarmed by the ill-health of Fassienus 
Paulas, and indeed I had plenty of just cause for my un- 
easiness. He is a thoroughly good excellent fellow, and 
one of my most affectionate friends. In his writings he 
▼ery suocessfolly emulates the ancients, whose spirit and 
manner he has closely imitated, and happily restored; 
especially that of Propertius, to whom he is no less allied 
by genius than by blood, as he particularly resembles that 
poet in his chief excellency. When you read his el^ies, 
you will perceive an elegance, a tenderness, and a gaiety, 
peculiar to the family of Propertius. He has lately made 
some attempts in the lyric way, in which he as successfully 
copies the manner of Horace as he has that of the othi r 
poet just mentioned. You would imagine, were there buch 
a thing as a kindred in genius, that the blood of Horace 
likewise flowed in his veins. He displays so much variety 
and versatility, appears the tenderest and truest lover, the 
most passionate mourner, the kindest panegyrist, and the 
most genial humorist ; in short, whatever kind of poetry 
he engages in, he executes with so masterly a hana that 
one would imagine it were the single species to which he 
had applied himself. The illness of such a friend ahd 
such a genius occasioned as much anxiety to me as it did 
pain to nim. But at length he is lecovered, and my peace 
restored : so congratulate me, congiatulate literature i' self, 
which ran as great a risk by his danger as it will receive 
glory by his recovery. FarewelL 

LETTEB XXin. To Makihus. 

It has frequently happened, as I have been pleading 
before the Court of the Hundred, that those venerable 



i 
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judgeB, after having preaerved for a !• *ng period the gravity 
' and Bolemnity suitable to their character, have suddenly, 
as though urged by irresistible impulse, rifeen up to a man 
and applauded me. I have often likewise gained as much 
glory in the senate as my utmost wishes oould desires 
but I never felt a more sensible pleasure than by an 
account which I lately received from Cornelius Tacitus. 
He informed me tha^ at the last Circensian games, he sat 
next tu a Roman knight, who, after conversation had passed 
between them upon various points of learning, asked him, 
' Are you an Italian, or a provincial ?' Tacitus replied, * Your 
acquaintance wish literature must surely have informed 
yon who I am.* * Pray, then, is it Tacitus or Pliny I am 
talking with ? ' I cannot express how highly I am pleased 
to find that our names are not so much the proper appel- 
latives of men as a kind of distinction for learning herself; 
and that eloquence renders us known to those wno would 
otherwise be igpnorant of us. An accident of the same 
kind happened to me a few days ago. Fabius Rufinus, a 
pei'son ox dibtinguished merit, was placed next to me at 
table ; and below him a countryman of his, who had just 
then come to Rome for the first time. Rufinus, culiing his 
fiiend's attention to me, said to him, * You see this man ? ' 
and entered into a conversation upon the subject of my 
pursuits : to whom the other immediately replied, * Thia 
must undoubtedly be Pliny.' To confess the truth, I 
look iipfin these instances as a very considerable recom- 
pem-e of my labours. If Demosthenes had reason to be 
pleased with the old woman of Athens crying out, * This 
IS Demosthenes I ' * may not I, then, be allowed to con- 
gratulate myself upon the celebrity my name has ao- 

* The story, as related hj Oioero, is as follows. D(.*mostheiies met an 
old woman carrying a pail of water, upon which she whispers to her 
companion* * This is Demosthenes 1 ' I must not, however, conceal from 
the reader that Oioero condemns the Grecian orator for being pleased 
upon this occasion, and accounts for it in the true spirit of philo 
sophy, *a}Nul aliot togui viddieei didieerat, non muUum ipse ieoum:* "^ 
he had learnt the art of talking to otbArs, but was unacquainted, it 
seems, with the most instructive ot all arts, the art of idf-convene : a 
little of this home-philoaopky would have taught him, in the Jud^^nciit 
of Oioero^ to rate vulgar admiratiQn at a lower value. JUT. 

> Tmc. It. 
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quired? ^ Ye9, my friend, I will rejoioe in it, snd without 
sornple admit that I do. As I only mention the judgment 
of others, not my own, I am not afraid of incurring the 
oensure of vanity ; eapeoially from you, who, whilst envy- 
ing no man*8 reputation, are partioularly eeaJous for mine. 
FarewelL 



LETTEB XXIV. To Sabiniamus. 

I g^reatly approve of vour having, in compliance with 
my letter,* received again into your favour and family a 
discarded freedman, T^om vou once admitted into a share 
of your affection. This will afford you, I douht not, great 
satisfaction. It certainly has me, hoth as a proof that 
your passion can he controlled, and as an instance of your 
paying so much regard to me, as either to yield to my 
authority or to comply with my request. Let me, there- 
fore, at once hoth praise and thank you. At the same 
time I must advise you to he disposed for the future to 
pardon the faults of your people, though there should he 
none to intercede in tiieir hehalf. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXV. To Hamiluhus. 

Though you complain of the crowd of militarv husiness 
which presses upon you, yet, as if you were enjoving tiie 
most uninterrupted leisure, yon read and admire, it seems, 
my poetical trifles, and not a little encourage me still to 
persevere in this sort of thing. I hegin, indeed, to pursue 
this kind (^ study, not only with a view to my diversion, 
hut my reputation, since they have approved themselves 
to the judgment of a man .of your dignity and learning, 
and, what is more, of your sincerity. At present I have 
some law-court husiness on hand, which takes up a little 
of my time ; hut as soon as I shall have dispatched this, I 
will again trust my muse to your candid hosom. You will 
svflTer my little doves and sparrows to take wicg among 

* Est letter svL of thk book. M. 
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your eagles,* if 3*ou slioald have the same good opinion of 
them as they have of themselves ; if not, you will kindly 
oonfine them to their oages or their nests. Farewell. 

LETTER XXVL To Lupercus. 

I said once (and, I think, not inaptly) of a certain orator 
of the present age, whose compositions are extremely 
regular an4 oorreot, but deficient in grandeur and em- 
bellishment, * His only £Eiult is that he has none.' 
Whereas he, who is possessed of the true spirit of oratory, 
should be bold and elevated, and sometimes even flame 
out, be hurried away, and frequently tread upon the brink 
of a j^recipice : for danger is generally near whatever is 
towering and exalted. The plain, it is true, affords a safer, 
but for that reason a more numble and inglorious, path : 
they who run are more likely to stumble than they who 
creep; but the latter gain no honour by not hlipping, 
while the foiiuer even fail with glory. It is with eloquence 
as with some other arts ; she is never more pleasing than 
when she risks most. Have you not observed what accla- 
mations our rope-dancers excite at the instant of imminent 
danger ? Whatever is most entirely unexpected, or, as the 
Greeks more strongly express it, whatever is laost perilous^ 
most excites our admiration. The pilot's skill is by no 
means equally proved in a calm as in a storm : in the 
former case ho tamely enters the port, unnoticed and un- 
applauded ; but when the cordage cracks, the mast bends, 
%ud the rudder groans, then is it that he shines out in all 
his glory, and is hailed as little inferior to a sea-god. The 
reason of my making this, observation is, because, if I 
mistake not, you have marked some passages in my 
writings for oeing tumid, exuberant, and over-wrought, 
which, in my estimation, are but adequate to the thought, 
or boldly sublime. But it is material to consider whether 
your oritici>m turns upon such points as are real faults, 
or only striking and remarkable expretisions. Whatever is 
elevated is sure to be observed ; but it requires a very nice 
judgment to distinguish the bounds between true and false 

* Alluding to the Boman standard, whloh was an eagle fixed upoD 
the top of a spear. JC 
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grandenr; between loftiness and exaggeration. T6 give 
an instanoe out of Homer, the author who can^ with the 
greatest propriety, flj from one extreme of style to anbther 

' HeaT*!! in load thunder bids the tmmpet soand ; 
And wide beneath them groani the rending ground.' ^ 

Again, 

' Beclin'd on doods his steed and annoar lay.' f 

So in this passage : 



■. • f 



' As torrents roll, increas'd by nnmerons rills, 
With rage impetnons down their echoing hills, 
Kush to the vales, and ponr'd along the plain. 
Boar throogh a thousand channels to the main.* 

It requires, I say, the nicest balance to poise these meta 
phors, and determine whether they are incredible and 
meaningless, or majestic and sublime. Not that I think 
anything which I have written, or can write, admits of 
comparison with these. I am not quite so foolish: but 
what I would be understood to contend for is, that we 
should give eloquence free rein, and not restrain the force 
and impetuosity of genius within too narrow a compass. 
But it will be said, perhaps, that one law applies to 
orators, another to poets. As if, in truth. Marc TuUy were 
not as bold in his metaphors as any of the poets I But not to 
mention particular instances from him, in a point where, •! 
imagine, there can be no dispute ; does Demosthenes § him- 
self, that model and standard of true oratory, does De- 
mosthenes check and repress the fire of his mdignation, 
in that well-known passage which begins thus : ' These 

♦ Iliad, xxL 387. Pope. If. 

t Iliad, Y. 856, speaking of Mars. M, 



I Iliad,iY. 452. Pope. 



. The design of Pliny in this letter is to justify the flffurative ex- 
pressions he had employed, probably in some oration, by instance of 
the same warmth of colouring from those great masterd of eloquence, 
Demosthenes and his rival Aeschines. But the force of the passflgf^s 
which he produces from these orators must necessarily be greatly 
weakened to a mere modem reader, some of them being only hinted'ht. 
as generally well known ; and the metaphors in scTeral of the others 
haye either lost much of their original spirit and boldness, by being 
introduced and receiyed in common language, or cannot, perlinps, m 
preserved in an English translation. M. 

Y 2 
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wioked men, these flatterers, and these destroyers of man* 
kin<l,' &o. And again: *It is neither with stones nor 
hrioks that I have fortified this city/ d^o,— And after- 
wards : ' I have thraton up these out-toorks hefore Attica, 
and pointed out to you all the resources which human 
prudence can suggest/ &c. — And in another place : * O 
Athenians, I swear by the immortal gods that he iii 
intoxicated with the grandeur of his own actions,' &o, * — 
But what can be more daring and beautiful than that long 
digression, which begins in this manner: *A terrible 
diuease'? — The following passage likewise, though some- 
what shorter, is equally boldly conceived : — * Then it was 
1 rose up in opposition to the daring Fytho, who poured 
forth a torrent of menaces against you,' ho,^ — The subse- 
quent stricture is of the same stamp : * Wh6n a man has 
strengthened himself, as Philip has, in ayarioe and wicked- 
ness, the first pretence, the firat false step, be it ever so 
inconsiderable, has overthrown and destroyed all,* ^o."^ — 
Bo in the same style with the forfgoiog is this : — ^Bailed 
offt as it were, from the privileges of society, by the con- 
current and just judgments of the three tribunals in the 
city.' — And in the bame place : * O Aristogiton I you have 
betrayed that mercy which used to be shown to offences of 
this nature, or rather, indeed, you have wholly destroyed 
it In vain then would you fly for refuge to a port^ which 
you have shut up, and encompassed with rock&' — He has 
said before : * I am afraid, therefore, you should sppear in 
the judgment of some, to have erected a puhlie iemtnartf of 
faction : for there is a weakness in all wickedness, which 
renders it apt to betray itself I' — And a little lower: 'J 
see none of the^e resources open to him; but all is 

frsotpicd, gulf, and profound abyss,* — And isigain : * Nor do 
imagine that our ancestors erected those courts of judica- 
ture that men of his character should be planted there ; 
hut on the contrary, eradicated^ that none may emulate 
their evil actions/ —And afterwards : * If he is then the 
artificer of every wickedness, if he only makes it his trade 
ana traffic,* &o. — And a thousand other passages which I 

• See l8t Phillppia 

t See Demostueneg* speech in defenoe of Otcs: phont 

i See 2nd OljrnUiiae. 
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might oite to the same purpose; not to mention thoee 
expressions which Aesohines oalls not words, but wanders. — 
Tou will tell me, perhaps, I have unwarily mentioned 
Aeschines, since Demosthenes is 0(»ndemtied even by him, 
for running into these figurative expressions. But observe, 
I entreat you, how far superior the former orator is to his 
critio, and superior too in the very passages to which he 
objects ; for in others, the force of his genius, in those 
above quoted, its loftiness, makes itself roanifeBt. But 
does Aesohines himself avoid those errors which he re- 
proves in Demosthenes ? * The orator,' says he, * Athenian**, 
and the law, ought to tpeak the same language ; but when 
the voice of the law declares one thing, and that of the 
orator another, we should give our vote to the justice of 
the law, not to the impudence of the orator.' * — And in 
another place: 'He afterwards manifestly discovered the 
design he had, of concealing his fraud under cover of the 
decree, having expressly declared therein that the am- 
bassadors sent to the Oretae gave the five talents, not to 
you, but to Callias. And that you may be convinced of the 
truth of what I say (after having stripped the decree of ifs 
gallies^ its trim, and its arrogant OBtentation), read the 
clause itself.'— And in another part: 'Suffer him not 
to break cover and escape out of the limits of the question.' 
A metaphor he is so fond of that he repeats it again . 
' But remaining firm and confident in the assembly, drive 
him into the merits of the question, and observe well how 
he douhles* — Is his style more rcKorved and bimple when 
he says : * But you are for ever toounding uur ears, and aie 
more concerned in the success of your daily harangues 
than for the salvation of the city ?' — What follows is con- 
ceived in a yet higher strain of metaphor : 'Will you not 
expel this man as the common calamity of Greece? Will 
you not seize and punish this pirate of the state, who sails 
about in quest of favourable conjunctures,' &c. — With many 
other passages of a similar nature. And now I expect you 
will make the same attacks upon certain expressions in 
this letter as you did upon those I have been endeavouring 
to defend. The rudder that groans^ and the pilot compart'd 

* See Aesohines* speeoh against Oteeiphon. 
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lo « Bea-god^ will not, I imagine, escape your oritioism : for 
I perceive, while I am suing for indulgence to my former 
Btvle, I have fallen into the same kind of figurative diction 
wiiioh you condemn. But attack them if you please, pro- 
vided you will immediately appoint a day when we may 
meet' to discuss these matters in person : you will then 
either teach ma to he leas daring or I shall teach you 
to he more hold. Farewell. 



LETTER XXVn. To Lateranus. 

: I have had many occasions to ohserve the power, the 
dignity, the majesty, and, I will add, too, even the divine 
efficacy there is iii historj', hut especially lately. An 
author had heen reciting part of a histoiical piece drawn 
vp with the utmost regard to truth, and had reserved the 
reniainder for another day. When, lo and hehold ! the 
fvi^r^ds of a certain person came heggiug and heseeching 
him not to recite the rest : they were ho ashamed to hear 
X'ead out what they had done, although they were not 
ai^hamed to do what they hlushed to hear repeated. The 
hj/Btoiian complied with their request, as he honourahly 
iiiighr. However, hoth the history and the aciion still 
remain, and will always remain and he read. And read 
top 80 much the more hecause the puhlication of it is de- 
layed : for nothing excites people's curiosity so much as to 
dglay its gratification. Farewell. 

• • • 

LETTER XX VIIL To Romahus. 

• 

Your letters have at length reached me, and I received 
three at once ; all most elegantly written, all most affec • 
tionate ones; in short, such as I had reason to expect 
from you, especially after having wished for them so long. 
In one, you enjoin me the very agreeahle commission of 
forwarding your letter to that excellent lady, the virtuous 
Plfoiina ; * I will take care to do so. In the same letter 

* Plotina was consort to the emperor Trajan. Her virtres are cele* 
orated by several historiaiuit and our author draws a m>8t amiaLlo 
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you rocommen^ to me Popilins Artemisius; and accord- 
ingly I immediately granted his request. Yon tell me 
too yon have had bnt a moderate grape harrest That 
oomplaint, notwithstanding we are each in snoh a very 
different part of the world, is common to us both. Your 
second letter informs me that you are employed in alter- 
nately dictating and writing upon subjects which recall 
me to you. I am much obliged, and should be more so it 
you would allow me to read your performances. And it is 
only fair that, as I let you see all my compositions, you 
should allow me to see yours, even though they should 
be upon subjects which concern others. You promise me, 
at the end of your letter, that as soon as you shall hear 
with more certainty how I intend diBi)osing of myself, you 
will make an elopement from your family forthwith, and 
fly over to me : I am already preparing certain chains for 
you, which, when 1 have you here, you will by no means 
DC able to break through. I learn from your third that 
my speech in behalf of Clarius has been delivered to you, 
and that it sounds fuller than when you heard it originally 
pronounced. It is fuller, for I afterwards enlarged it con- 
siderably. You further mention having sent me another 
letter, which you t-ay was written with peculiar care, and 
desire to kno^ if I have received it: I have not, but am 
impatiently awaiting its arrival. Meanwhile, write to me 
upon the "^oty first opportunity, and pay me with fhll 
interest for this delay ; which I shall compute at the rate of 
twelve per cent : for can I now let you off upon oheapdir 
terms ? FarewelL 

character of her in few words, in his noble ' panegvrio upon that 
prince. He represents her (and he could not give a higher idea of her) 
as meriting the choice of that excellent emperor ; of a sanctity of man- 
ners worthy of ancient Borne ; plain in her attire, modest in her ecjni- 
page, and polite in her address. She greatly oontrihnted, it is said,* 
to the wibO choice which Trajan made of a suocessor ; and Adrian, iu 
gratitude for her good offices to him in that election, dedicated a magni* 
Scent temple to her memory, at Nismes in Langnedoo: the remains of 
which are still to be seen.* M. 
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LETTER XXIX. To Bustious. 

Am it is better to excel in any single art than to arrive 
only at mediocrity in several, so a moderate skill in several 
is to be pieferred where one cannot attain to perfection 
in any. Upon this principle it is that I have attempted 
compositions of various sorts, as I could not expect to 
oariy any particular one to its highest point of perfection. 
I hope, therefore, when you read any production of mine, 
you will consider it with that indulgence which is due to 
an author who has not confined himself to a single subject, 
but has struck out into different branches of composition. 
In every other sort of workmanship the number pleads 
some excuse for the deficiencies of the artist; and shall 
works of literature, the most difficidt of all others, be 
tned by a severer law ? But whilst I am bespeaking your 
candour, am I not bringing my gpratitude in question? 
For, if you receive these latit pieces with the same indul* 

fence that you have all my former, I have more reasons to 
ope for your praise than to sue for your pardon : your 
pardon, however, will be sufficient. Farewell. 

LETTER XXX. To Gemikius. 

You have frequently in conversation, and lately in a 
letter, commended your friend Nonius to me for his great 
liberality to particular persons : I shall join with you in his 
applause, provided his bounty be not confined to those only 
you mention. I would have the man who desires to show 
himself influenced by a spirit of trae generosity liberal to 
his country, his kindred, his relations, and his friends, 
his friends, I mean, in distress : not like those who chiefly* 
bestow their presents where there is the greatest ability to 
make returns. I do not look upon such men as parting 
with anything of their own; on the contrary, I consider 
their bounties as only so many disguised baits thrown out 
with a design of catching the property of others. Much of 
the same character are thone who defraud one man in 
order to be generous to another, and aim at a reputation 
for munificence by sordid means. To be content with our 
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own is the first point, and after that, to cheriuh and 
embraoe all the most indigent of every kind in one oom- 
prehensive oirole of general beneTolence. If your friend 
obderyes this rule in its fnll extent, he is entirely to be 
commended; if he only partially pursues it. still he de- 
serves (in a less degree indeed, however, he deserves) 
praise: so uncommon is it to meet with an insfanoe of 
generosity even of the most imperfect kind I llie lust of 
avarice has so laid hold of mankind that their wealth xeems 
rather to possess them than they to possess their wealth. 
Farewell* 

LETTEB XXXI. To Sardus. 

I still continued to enjoy your company, even after we 
had parted. I read your book, frequently repeating, witli 
especial fonduess (I honestly confess it), those passages of 
which I am the subject: a subject upon which, indeed, 
you have been extremely diffuse. With what variety of 
expresHion, and in how many different ways have you said 
the same things about the same person? Will you allow 
me to join my praises with my thanks ? I can do neither 
sufficiently ; and if I could, there would be somewhat, I 
fear, of vanity in making that the subject of my praise 
which is, in tmth, the object of my thanks. I will only 
add, then, that I thought your compliments to me raised 
the merit of prour performance; as the merit of your })er- 
fbrmance heightened the pleasure of your compliments. 
Farewell. 

LETTER XXXn. To TrnxNUS. 

What are you doing? And what do you propose to do? 
As for myself, I pass my life in the plea^antest, that is, in 
the most do-nothing, manner imaginable. I do not find 
myself therefore in the humour to write a long letter, 
though I am to read one. I am too much of a voluptuary 
for &e former, and just idle enough for the latter: ft»r 
none are more indolent, you know, than your fine gentle- 
men, or have more curiosity than. those who have nothing 
to do. FarewelL 
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LETTEB XXXIIL To Oaniniub. 

I have met with a story,* which, although authenticated 
by undoubted evidence, looks very like fable, and would 
afford a worthy field for the exercise of so exuberant, lofty, 
and truly poetical a genius as your own. It was related 
to me the other day over the dinner table, where the con* 
versation happened to run upon various kinds of marvels* 
The person who told the story was a man of unsuspected 
veracity : — but what has a poet to do with truth ? How- 
ever, you mieht venture to rely upon his testimony, even 
though you had the character of a faithful historian to 
support. There is in Africa a town called Hippo, situated 
not far from the sea-coast: it stands upon a navigable 
lake, communicating with an estuary in the form of a 
river, which alternately flows into the lake, or into the 
ocean, according to the ebb and flow of the tide. People 
of all ages amu>e themselves here with Ashing, sailing, or 
swimming ; OKpocially bovs, whom love of play brings to 
the spot. With these it is a flne and manly achievement 
to be able to swim the farthest ; and he that leaves the 
shore and his companions at the greatest distance gains 
the victory. It happened, in one of tliese trialti of skill, 
that a certain bov, bolder than the rest, launched out to- 
wards the opposite shore. He was met by a dolphin,t 
who sometimes swam before him, and sometimes behina 
him, then played round him, and at last took him upon his 
back, and set him down, and afterwards took him up 
again ; and thus he carried the poor frightened fellow out 
into the deepest part ; when immediately he turns back 
again to the shore, and lands him amongst his companions. 
The fame of this remarkable accident spread through the 
town, and crowds of people flocked round the boy (whom 
they viewed as a kind of prodigy) to ask him questions 
and hear him relate the story. The next day the shore 

^ Related also by the elder Pliny. See N. H. ix. 8. 3L 
t This animal is celebrated by seyeral of the ancients for its philan* 
thropy, and Pliny the elder, m particular, relates this ver^ 'tor/i 
amone other instances, in confirmation of that notion. See Plin. Hist 
Nat. 1. ix. 0. 8. 2L 
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was througed with ftpectatoni, all atfentiYely watching 
the ocean, and ^what indeed is almost itself an ocean) the 
lake. Meanwhile the hoys swam as usual, and among the 
rest, the boy I am speaking of went into the lake, but 
with more oautiou than before. The dolphin appeared 
again and came to the boy, who, together with his com- 
panions, swam away with the ntfnoet precipitation. The 
dolphin, as though to invite and call them back, leaped 
and dived up and down, in a series of circular movements. 
This he practised the next day, the day after, and for 
seveial days t* gether, till the people (accustomed from 
their infancy to the sea) began to be ashamed of their 
timidity. They ventured, therefore, to advance nearer, 
]>laying with him and calling him to them, while he, in 
return, suffered himself to be touched and stroked. Use 
rendered them courageous. The boy, in particular, who 
first made the ezpei-iment, swam by the side of him, and, 
leaping upon his back, was carried backwards and for- 
wards in that manner, and thought the dolphin knew him 
and was fond of him, while he too had grown fond of the 
dolphin. There st^emed, now, indeed, to be no fear on 
either side, the confidence of the one and tameness of the 
other mutually increasing; the rest of the boys, in the 
meanwhile, surrounding and encour:iging their com- 
panion. It is very remarkable that this dolphin was fol- 
lowed by a second, which seemed only as a spectator and 
attendant on the former ; for he did not at all submit to 
the same familiarities as the first, but only escorted him 
backwards and forwards, as the boys did their comrade. 
But what is further surprising, and no less true than what I 
have alreadly related, is that this dolphin, who thus played 
with the bo}'S and carried them upon his back, would come 
upon the shore, dry himself in the sand, and, as soon as he 
grew warm, roll back into the sea. It is a fact that Oc- 
tavius Avitus, deputy governor of the province, actuated 
by an absurd piece of superstition, poured some oint- 
ment * over him as he lay on the shore : the novelty and 

* It was a. xeligions ceremony practised by the ancients to pou? 
precious ointments upon tiie statues of their gods : Avitus, it is pro- 
bable, imagined thin dolphin was some sea-divinity, and therefore ex- 
pressed his yeneratini of him by the solenmity of a sacred unction. M, 
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smell of whioh made bim retire into the ocean, and it was 
not till several duys after that he was seen again, when he 
appeared dull and languid; however, he lecovered his 
strength, and continued his usual playful tricks. All the 
maffistrates round flocked hither to view this sight, whose 
arrival, and prolonged stay, was an additional expense, 
which the slender finances of this little community would 
ill afford ; besides, the quiet and retirement of ihe place 
was utterly destroyed. It was thought proper, therefore, 
to remove the occasion of this concourse, by privately 
killing the poor dolphin. And now, with what a flow of 
tenderness will you describe this affecting catastrophe 1 * 
and how will your genius adorn and heighten this moving 
story 1 Though, intleed, the subject does not require any 
fictitious embellishmentiei ; it will be sufficient to describe 
the actual facts of the case without suppression or dimi- 
uutiou. Farewell. 



LETTER XXXIV. To Tranquillus. 

Help me out of my difficulty. I am not, I am told, a 
good reader, of poetry at least : my talent lying chiefly in 
reciting speeches, I succeed so much the worse, it seems, 
in poetry. I purpose, therefore, as I am going to recite 

* The overflowing humanity of Pliny's temper breaks out upon all 
occasions, but he discovers it in nothing more ptrongly than by the 
impression whioh this little story appears to have made upon him. 
True benevolence, indeed, eztendiii itself through the whole compass of 
existence, and sympathises with the distress of every creature of sensa- 
tion. Little minds may be apt to consider a compassion of this inferior 
kind as an instance of weakness ; but it is undoubtedly the evidence 
of a noble nuture. Homer thought it not unbecoming the character 
even of a hero to melt into tecurs at a distress of tins sort, and has 

Eiven us a most amiable and affecting picture of Ulysses weeping over 
is £dthftil dor Argus, when he expires at his feet : 

.... avrap o poa^uf tiuv enrofiop^aro Ztucpv, 
Pcia kttOutf Evfuuof 

' Soft pitv touch'd the mighty master's soul ; 
Adown his cheek the tear unbidden stole, 
Stole unperceived ; he turn'd his head and dry'd 
The drop humane.' .... 

Ody8s.zvil (Pope.) M, 
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some poems to mj particular friends, to make Qf^e of my 
freedman for that purpose. It is an instanoe, I own, of 
my treating them with little oeremony, that I assign this 
business to a person who is not himself very expert in it. 
However, he will perform, I am snre, better than I can, 
provided he does not get confused ; for he is as unpractised 
a reader as I am a poet. Now the question is, how bhall 
I behave while he is reading ; whether I shall sit still and 
silent, like a mere idle spectator, or follow him as he pro- 
nounces, with my looks, hands, and a low tone of applause, 
like a certain pei-son you know. But I am afinaia I can 
beat time * no better than I can read. 1 repeat again, 
then, you must help me out of my difficulty, and write 
back and tell me truly whether you think it more ex- 
cusable to read very badly than to do or omit any of the 
things above-mentioned. Farewell. 



LETTEB XXXV. To Appius. 

I have received your book which you sent me, and return 
you thanks fur it, but am so exceedingly busy jubt now 

* In the original it is called taUatio, which means a motion of the 
hands accommodated either to one's own or another's elocution. Our 
language does not snpply a proper word for this gesture, as indeed we 
have too little occasion to find the want of it; the thirononUe art, so 
much studied by the ancients, being in the number of those which have 
been long since lost. But if iheindoetae rmtieaeve mantw/ tlie awkward 
and unmeaning disposition of the hands, would have spoiled the 
noblest speech at Bome or AUieca that Tully or Demosthenes, in all 
the warmth of their enliveninir ol(K|uence, ever delivered, it would not, 
perhaps, be time ill employed if oir modem orators would give a little 
more attention to the graceful management of those essential instru- 
ments of affecting elocution. This becoming art, so far as it was con- 
nected with masculine oratory, Pliny, most certainly, could not but be 
well skilled in : it is probable therefore, what he says in this place 
alludes to this affected manner which certain authors of his time had 
feUen into, when they attended the rehearsal of their own works ; and 
that the whole turn of this epistle is ironical. This eonjecture seems 
fenppcMied not only by the subject of the letter, which is scarce of im- 
portanee enough to near a serious enquiry, but also by the expreesioii 
ue sets out with, vis. SxpUea aestum meumf which seems to be of ths 
ludimviis kind. JC 

> ^Btiliaa. 
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that I have not time to read it ; whioh, however, I am 
impatiently desirous of doing. I have that high reverence 
for learning in general, and for your compositions in par- 
tioular, that I think it a sort of profanation to take them 
up except with a mind entirely free and disengaged. I 
extremely approve of your care in revising your works ; 
but, remember, correotness has its limits : over-care and 
nicety impairs rather than improves a performance, besides 
that, while obstructing other pursuits, it not only prevents 
any new attempts, but does not even finish what it has 
begun. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVl. To Puscus. 

Ton want to know how I portion out my day, in my 
summer villa at Tuscum ? I get up just when I please ; 
generally about sunrise, often earlier, but seldom later than 
this. I keep the shutters closed, as darkness and silence 
wonderfully promote meditation. Thus free and abstracted 
from those outward objects which dissipate attention, I jkta 
left to my own thoughts ; nor suffer mv mind to wander 
with my eyes, but keep my eyes in subjection to my mind, 
which, when they are not distracted by a multiplicity of 
external objects, see nothing but what the imagination 
represents to them. If I have any work in hand, this is 
the time I choose fur thinking it out, word for word, even 
to the minutest accuracy of expression. In this way I 
compose more or less, according as the subject is more or 
less difficult, and I find myself able to retain it. I then 
call my secretarj', and, opening the shutters, dictate to him 
what I have put into shape, after which I dismiss him, 
then call him in again, and again dismiss him. About ten 
or eleven o*cluck (for I do not observe one fixed hour), 
according to the weather, I either walk upon my terrace 
or in the covered porti;0, and there I continue to meditate 
or dictate what remains upon the subject in which I am 
engaged. This completed, I get into my chariot, where I 
employ myself as before, when I was walking, or in my 
study ; and find this change of scene refreshes and keeps 
up my attention. On my return home, I take a little nap, 
then a walk, and after that, repeat out loud and distinctly 
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some Greek or Latin Bpeeoh, not so mtioh for the sake of 
etrengthening my voice as my digestion ; * though indeed 
the Toioe at the same time is btrengthened by this practice. 
I then take another walk, am anointed; do my exercises, 
and go into the bath. At snpper, if I hcve only my wife 
or a few friends with me, some author is read to us ; and 
after supper we are entertained either with music or an 
interlude. When that is finished, I take my walk with 
my family, among whom I am not without some scholars. 
Thus we pass onr eyenings in varied conversation ; and 
the day, even when at the longest, steals imperceptibly 
awav. Upon some occasions I ohanee the order in certain 
of the arlades above-mentioned. For instance, if I have 
studied longer or walked more than usual, after my second 
sleep, and reading a speech or two aloud, instead of using 
my chariot I get on horseback ; by which means I ensure 
as much exercise and lose less time. The vidits of my 
friends from the neighbouring villages claim some part of 
the day; and sometimes, by an agreeable interruption^ 
they come in very seasonably to relieve me when I am 
feeling tired. I now and then amuse myself with hunting, 
but always take my tablets into the field, that, if I should 
meet with no game, I may at least bring home somethifig.f 
Part of my time too (though not so much as they desire) 
is allotted to my tenants ; whose rustio complaints, along 
with these city occupations, make my literaiy studies still 
more delightful to me. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVn. To Pauuhus. 

As you are not of a disposition to expect from your 
friends the ordinary ceremonial observances of society 
when they cannot observe them without inconvenience to 
themselves, so I love you too steadfastly to be apprehen- 

* By the reeimen which Pliny here follows, one woald imagine, it 
he haa not told lu who were his phyftioians, that the celebmted Celsni 
WM in the number. That nathor expressly recommends reading aloud, 
and afterwards walking, as beneficial in disorders of the stomach : ' 8t 
qui$ tlomaeho lahorat,leg9re dare debet ; poii leetionem ambularef^ &o. 
C^ld Medic. 1. i. a 8. M. 

t Bee book L Wftter vL and the note there. M 
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dve of your taking otherwise than 1 wish you should my 
not waiting upon you on the first day of your entrance 
upon the consular office, especially as I am detained here 
by the necessity of letting my farms upon long leases. I 
am obliged to enter upon an entirely new plan with my 
tenants : for under the former leases, though I made them 
very considerable abatements, tbey have run greatly in 
arrear. For this reason several of them have not only 
taken no sort of care to lessen a debt which they found 
themselves incapable of wholly discharging, but have even 
seized and consumed all the produce of the land, in the 
belief that it would now be of no advantage to themselves 
to spare it. I must therefore obviate this increasing evil, 
and endeavour to find out some remedy against it The 
only one I can think of is,* not to reserve my rent in 
mone3% but in kind, and so place some of my servants to 
overlook the tillage, and guard the stock ; as indeed there 
is no sort of revenue more agreeable to reason than what 
arises from the bounty of the soil, the seasons, and theclimate. 
It is true, this method will require great honest}', sharp 
eyes, and many hands. However, I must risk the experi- 
ment, and, as in an inveterate complaint, try every change 
of remedy. You see, it is not any pleasurable indulgence 
that prevents my attending yoa on the first day of your 
consulship. I snail celebrate it, nevertheless, as mu^ as 
if I were present, and pay my vows for you here, with all 
the warmcbt tokens of jpy and congratulation. FarewelL 



LETTER XXXVIII. To Satubninus. 

Yes, I sincerely applaud your friend Bufus : not because 
you desire me, but oecause he fiilly deserves it. I have 
read his very finibhed performance ; to which, though my 
affection for the author added a considerable recommenda- 
tion, yet it did not blind my judgment ; for the malicious 
critic is not, I hope, the only judicious reeder. Farewel? 
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LETTER X;XXIX. To Muwros.* 

lu oompliance with the adriod of ;the Araspiqeii.f 1 
intend to eolarge and l^fiutifj il^ie temple of Ceres, whidb 
litands upon my estf^^. jit is indeed a very anoient fal)rio, 
fmd though ^iLtremfJy smail, yet npon a qertain (prtated 
anniversary i^ mnob frequented. Qn the l^th of i3eptem* 
ber great n,naibers .pf peppjl^ from all the Qonntry ronnjl 
assemble there, at .which tune jpcMiny affairs are tptnsaoteil* 
and mt^nT to^ pud an^ offered ; \}ii tjbere is n^o /shelter 
at ^nd for them either frpm soijl .pr x^n. % lljhink, thei;^ 
fer^, t shall per6>rm an aot Wh of pifBt^ arvd .munificenop 
if, at th^ same time 4hat I buila a beautifui iempte, I add 
to it, ft spaoiouB portiqo; the first for' ^e jiervioe of thjid 
ffpddess, uie other for the jase of the people. I beg thersd- 
fore you would purchase for me four majble pillars, .of 
whatever kind you shall think proper; as well as > 
quantity of marble for layii^ig the floor, and encrusting tli|^ 
walls. You must also either buy a statue of the goddeiss 
or get one made ; for age has maimed, in some p^ts, the 
ancient one of wood which stancis there at present. With 
respect to the portico, I do not recollect there being anything 
you can send me that will be serviceable ; unless you will 
sketch me out a plan suitable to the situation of the place. 
It is not practicable to build it round the temple, because 
it is encompassed on one side by the river^ whose banks 
are exceedingly steep ; and on the other, by the high-road. 
Beyond this road lies a very large meadow, in which the 
)X)i*tico maybe conveniently enough placed, opposite to 
the temple ; unless you, who know so well how to conquer 
the inconveniencies of nature by art, can hit upon some 
better plan. Farewell. 

* An arobiteot, apparenilj. 

t The bnaineM of the Amspioes was to ezamme the beasts which 
were offibred in aaerifloe, and from thence to foretell the SQceeas of any 
enterprise. M» 
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LBTTEK XL. To Fuscus. 

Ton are muoh pleaaed, I find, with the aoooimt 1 gave 
jrou in my former letter* of how I spend the Bummer 
season at Tnsouin, and desire to know what alteration I 
make in my method when I am. at Laurentum in the; 
winter. None at all, ezoept abiidgin^ myself of my 
sleep at noon, and borrowing a good piece of the night 
'ioefore day-break and after sunset lor study : and if business 
is yeiy urgent (which in winter very frequently happens), 
instead of having interludes or music after supper, I re^- 
consider whatever I have previously dictated, and improve 
my memory at the same time by this frequent mental 
revision. Thus I have given you a general sketch of my 
mode of life in summer and winter ; to which you maj 
add the intermediate seasons of spring and autumn, in 
which, while losing nothing out of the day, I gain bu< 
little from the night. Farewell. 

* See letter xuvi of thif book. 
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LETTBB I.* To the Empxror Trajan. 

The piotm affection jou bore, most saored Emperor, to jont 
aug^uBt father induced yon to wisli it might be late ere you 
•nooeeded him. Bnt the immortal sods thonght proper to 
hasten the advancement of those Tirtnes to the helm of the 
oommonwealth which had already shared in the steerage.f 
May you then, and the world through yr mr means, enjoy 
every prosperity worthy of yonr reign : to which let me 
add my wishes, most excellent Emperor, npon a private 

* The greater part of the following letters were written by Pliny 
during his adminiiftration in the provinoe of Bithynia. They are of a 
style and character extremely different from those in the pKweding 
collection ; whence some critics have itgndicionsly inferred that they are 
the production of another hand: not considering that tiie occasion 
necessarily required a different manner. In letters of business, as these 
chiefly are, turn and 9enUmeni would be foreign and impertinent; 
politeness and elegance of expression being the essentials tmtt const?-, 
lute perfection in this kind : and in that yiew, though they may be lesii 
entertaining, they have not less merit than the former. But besides 
their particular excellence as letters, they have a fiuther xeoommenda- 
tion as so many Taluable pieces of history, by throwing a strong light 
upon the character of one of the most amiable and glonous princes in 
the Roman annals. Trajan appears throuffhout in the most striking 
attitude that mi^^ can be pfaced in ; in ue exertion of power to the 
godlike purposes of justice and beueyolence: and what one of the 
ancient historians has said of him is here clearly verified, that 'fte 
rather ehate to he loved than flattered hv hi$ people,* To have been dis* 
tinguished by the favour and friendship of a monarch of so exalted a 
ohfffAoter is an honour that reflects the brightest lustre upon our 
author; as to have been served and celebrated try a courtier of Pliny's 
genius and virtues is the noblent numument of gloiy that could have 
been raised to Trajan. JIf. 

t Nerva, who succeeded Domitian, reigned but sixteen months and a 
few days. Bef<»re his death he not only adopted Trajan, and nam«<l 
him for his successor, but actually admitted him into a share of the 
government ; giving him the titles of Oaeear, Oerwumieue^ and Impera* 
tor. ^id. Plin. Paneg. M. 

z 2 
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M well as publio a joount, that your health and spiritB may 
bo preserved firm and unbroken. 

y 

LETTER 11. To vba Empebob Tbajan. 

'^ou have oooasioned me, ^is* ^n inexpressible pleasure 
in deeming me worthy of enjoying the privilege which the 
laws confer ou those who have three children. For although 
it was from an indulgence to the request of the excellent 
3ldiu8 Servianus, your own most devoted servant, that you 
granted this favour, yet I have the satisfaction to find by 
me "Words of ^our rescript that you complied the more 
ii^ftlili^y as his application was in my benalf. I cannot 
Imi look upon myself as in possession of my utmost wish, 
ISftor having thus received, at the beginning of your most 
liitispicious reign, so distinguishing a mark of your peculiar 
fkvour ; at the same time that it considerably heightens 
my desire of leaving a family behind me. I was not 
Imirely without this desire even in the late most unhappy 
times : if as my two marriages will induce vou to believe. 
Bui the gods decreed it better, by reservmg every valu- 
tibtb priv uege to the bounty of your generous aispensations. 
And indeed the pleasure of being a father will be so much 
iMore acceptable to me noto, that I can enjoy it in full 
feedurity and happinesa 

^ The tranalator has ventured to render the appellatiye Domini 
li|r%hai fASw^ not beoauBO he ift Batisfied with the gtrict propriety of 
ihe^iile, but as thinking it less exceptionable than any other our lan- 
f«agi» anbrds. Th»t Pliny could not intend it as a title of royalty 
Mliras evident from several passages in his paneg^rict where^ whenever 
te'uses it hi ^jbaX sense, he constantly indudes In it a notion of tyraninr. 
OlTid. Paneg. ^v. No. 4 ; ly. Na 7 ; Uzxv. No. 1.) Aooordingly 
«« find Augustoa refusing tbe title of DomJntM, as conveying an odious 
idea: ' F< malsd^vm e< op^proMifm iemper ^orruit* (Soet. in Aug. 
e. ^3). Besides, the higlfk style of royalty would ill suit with that tax 
of frieedom and equality Wbicp so rep^arkably distinguishes these letters 
ef Pliny to Traian ; andthe graceful simplicity of the Roman oensul's 
address would be lost in the servile fon^s of a modem courtier. But 

Appears from a passage = in Seneca that the ij^mans used the wnrd 
pomnuB as a general title of respect ; ' cbviM, ti nomen non tuceurrii^ 
Dominos app6K(MiitM'.(Sen. Bp. 8). And in ttiat lower seos^ Flinyt 
jt should seem, here employs it. M, 

t A llttding to the exeoraUe reign of Domitian. M, 
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LETTER in. To Tn Empsbor Tbuan. 

The experience, most exoellent Emperor, I have bad rf 
ytmt iinl]ioiinded generosity to me, m my own per8(»n.« 
enoourages me to hope I may be yet farther obligea to i^ 
in that of my friends. Yoconins Romanns (who was my 
schoolfellow and companion from onr earliest years) clain^ 
the first rank in that number; in consequence of which! 
petitioned your sacred father to promote him to the dignity, 
of the senatorial order. But the completion of my reqiie^t 
is reserved to your goodne&s ; for his mother had not th^ 
advanced, in the manner the law directs, the liberal gift pf 
four hundred thousand sesterces,* which she engaged to 
give him, in her letter to the late emperor, your father. 
This, however, by my advice she has since done, having 
made over certain estates to him, as well as completed 
every other act necessary to make the conveyance valid. 
The difficulties therefore bein^ removed which deferred the 
gratification of our wishes, it is with full confidence I 
venture to assure you of the worth of my friend Komanus, 

* In the original it is, * tegtertiiquadrinffintiei* that is, abont £340,000 
sterling ; a sbm so immoderate that the commentators have suspected 
(and with great reason) some error mnst have crept into the te^i 
Bnohner and QronoTius imagine it should he read qtMrterdeeies or 
quadrcigieB ; hat this seems to he still carrying it much too high. The' 
oenatM taiialoritw, or the estate requisite to qualify a man to Iw a meni- 
her of the senate, was, after different regulations, settled at length hy 
Augustus at 1,200,000 sesterces, equal to ahout £5000 of our money. It 
prohahly stood thus in Pliny's time; for as it appears hy the 19th letter 
of the first hook that the osnttis equiettrU was 400,000 sesterces, which 
is just the sum we find it at in the reign of Augustus, so it will not, 
perhaps, he unreasonahle to infer from thence that the eenaiM tenapnriut 
nad not yet undergone «iiy alteration since the time of that emperor, ap 
tiiey seem to have home a certain proportion to each other. For these 
reasons, therefore, hoth the common reiading and the* emendation of the 
ahove-mentioned critics are reiected in the translation, and the conjeo- 
tttre of a lats editor* adopteo, who supposes it might he 'quadringen-' 
i&rum milUum, 400,000 Mstercea, or ahout £3100 of our money. It has 
heen disputed whether hy this cauus $enaioriui we are to understand 
the yearly income of tiie estate, or only the entire value of it : hut the 
most generally rece'.Ted opinkm is that it means the^ Jatter, hoth retd 
and petsonaL JC 
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heightened and adorned as it is not only by liberal culture, 
but by bis extraordinary tenderness to his parents as well. 
It is to that virtue he owes the present liberality of his 
mother ; as well as his immediate succession * to his late 
father's estate, and his adoption by his father-in-law. To 
these personal qualifications, the wealth and rank of his 
family give additional lustre ; and I persuade myself it 
will be some further recommendation that I solicit in 
his behalf. Let me, then, entreat you, Sir, to enable me to 
congratulate Bomanus on so desirable an occasion, and at 
the same time to indulge an eager and, I hope, laudable 
ambition, of having it in my power to boast that your 
favourable regards are extendod not only to myself, but 
also to my friend. 

LETTER IV. [xx.] To thb EMPsaBOR TRAJAN.f 

; When by your graoious indulgence. Sir, I was appointed 
to preside at the treasury of Saturn,} I immediately re- 

* Meaning, perhaps, that though he was under age when his father 
died, vet ho had so muoh confidence in the prudence of Romanus that 
ho did not appoint him, as usual, a g^rdian by his will, but left him 
to the immediate possession of his estate. M. 

t N.B. The following letters, to the 80th, are not arranged in the 
same order as they are placed in any of the Latin editions ; the trans- 
lator having taken the liberty of changing their situation, for the sake 
of bringing some letters together which throw a light upon each other. 
The figures included between this mark [ ] refer to the order in whidi 
they commonly stand. Jtf. 

X The public treasure was kept in the temple of Saturn, where the 
spoils of the conquered nations were deposited. Julius Oaesar seized 
upon this temple in the time of the civil war ; and what an immense 
wealth Uiat threw into his hands, may be judged by the elegant 
desoiiption which Lucan gives of the riches it contained: 

.... * iuno oondiiua mo 
Erwtur tempiiSf multia nUaotui ab annis 
JRcmani census populif* &o. Lucan. iii. 155« 

TRANSLATION. 
' At length the sacred storehouse open laid, 
The hoarded wealth of ages past display'd : 
There might be seen the soma proad Carthage seBt| 
Her long impeodiog ruin to prevent ; 
There heap'd the Macedooian treasures shone, 
What great Flaminius and Aemilius won 
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iiounced all engagements of the bar (em indeed I never 
blended biudness of that kind with the functions of the 
state), that no avocations might call off my attention from 
the poet to which I was appointed. For this reason, when 
the province of Africa petitioned the senate that I might 
undertake their cause against Marius Prisons, I excused 
myself from that office ; and my excuse was allowed. But 
when afterwards the consul elect proposed that the senate 
should apply to us a^n, and endeavour to prevail with 
us to yield to its inclinations, and suffer our names to be 
thrown into the urn,* I thoueht it most ag;reeable to that 
tranquillity and £;ood order which so happily distinsuisheq 
vour times not to oppose (especially in so rea8onful>le an 
instance) the will of tnat august assembly. And, as I am 
desirous that all my wordi and actions may receive the 
sanction of your exemplary virtue, I hope you approve of 
my compliance. 

From ranqnish'd Philip and his hapless son. 
There lay what fljing PTrrhos lost, the gold 
Scom'd by the patriot's ■ honestj of old ; 
Whate'er our parsimonious sires could sare t 
What tribntarr gifts rich Syria gave ; 
The hundred Cretan cities' ample spoil ; 
What Cato gather'd from the Cyprian isle. 
Riches of captire kings by Pomper borne 
In happier days his triumph to adorn, 
From utmost India, and the rising mom ; 
Wealth in6nite I' (Rowe.) JC 

Fliny the elder ham given a partionlar aoooont * of this traasue which 
Oneenr seiied, both in gold and silyer plate and in ooin ; the nmoiiiit 
which, aooording to Dr. Arbathnof ■ oompntation, is £1,098,979 8s. 4d, 
Bat if there is no mistake in these sums, Gaeaar did not take away 
nearly as much as he brought in ; for Plutaroh relates* that he plaoed 
at one time in the treasury 65,000 talents, which, aooording to the 
same Ingenioas anthor*s caloulation, is equivalent to £12,598,750. Arb. 
Tab. 191. M. 

* Other senators, as well as Pliny, had exonsed themselves, it seems, 
from undertaking the management of this oanse : it was proposed there- 
fore that they should oast lots; which is the meaniog of ^snifering 
their names to be thrown into an urn ; ' an am being made ose of in 
decisions of this kind. Aooordiogly the lot fell npon oar author and 
his great friend, the famous Oomdius Tadtus. Bee book ii. letter zL, 
where there is a full account of this triaL M, 

1 Fabricins. * Hist. Nat. L zzxiiL c 8^ • la Yit. Ctmu. 
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LETTER V. [xxi.] Trajan to Puhy. 

■ * 

You acted lUi became a good oiiizen and a worthy 
a^ator^ by paying obedience to the just requisition of 
that augnat asembly : and I have iiill confidence vou will 
faithfully discharge the business you haye undertaken^ 

LETTEB YL [iv.] to thb Empebob I^rajah. 

Haviuji^ been attacked last year by a very severe and 
dangerous Ulness, I employed a physician,* whose care 
Aiid diligence, Sir, I cannot sufficiently reward, but by 

{our gtacioiis assistanioe. I entreat you therefore to make 
ii& a denizen f of Borne; for as he is the freedman of h 
fbrSigh lieidy, he is, consequently, himself also a foreimef . 
His name is llarnooras; his patroness ([Who has oeefi 
dead a considerable time) was Tbermuthis, the daughter 
of Theon. I fui-ther entreat you to bestow the full privi- 
leges of a Boman citizen upon Hedia and Antonia Har- 
meris, the freed women of Antonia Maximilla, a lady 
of great merit. It is at her desire} I make this request. 

LETTEB yil. [xzn.] To thb Empebob Tbajan. 

I return you thanks, Sir, for your ready compliance with 
lAf desire, in grantiug the complete privileges of a 
Botnan to the freedwomen 6f a lady to whoiii I am allied; 
l^d Uso for xhaking Harpob'ras, my physidaiiy a denizen oil 

'* The physibiaiis iftinbng thb ancients wtoe disttbgniBhed aooordin^ 
tb the particular branch of practice to which they ccoifliied themselTciB. 
The pnyneian here mentioned, Pliny calla iMralipt^i, that is, one Whc 
applied external unctions. JIT. 

t There iras a diiSlarenoe betid^ebh the Jik eivOaiii iwd the ^tis 
quiritium: thb forimbr hot extending to the same piivileges as th^ 
Idti^, which bomprAhended whkteVer advantages a free native of Rome 
ihU entitled t6 : just in the same ihiiunef ad with us there is a distinction 
between denizatioii and naturalisliaUon. M, 

X Pliny mentions his request to be at the particular deisire of tiCazi- 
milla, because nothing of this kind could legally be grahted to H freed- 
man without the consent of his patron, a name which was givoa la 
the ttai^ter oJt la '^ve who had been liuade free. if. 
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RdfiiOi tiilt irtaen, <gf6Mbly to yonr difeotions, I gftira 
iti Ail fl6cOifiit of bift Ago and «6tftte, I wa« iufbfmed by 
ihOK^ Krho Are belief Bkifled in the Affait-s than I pretend 
to h6 that, fig &6 k afi EgyptiAlif I GVLfO^t firigt to bATO 
dbtnitiKd for him \hb fre^oiil of Al^itondria before he was 
Ihade fred of Kcfm6. I oOtifeluB, indeed^ aa I was ignorant 
of Any diffbretid^ itk thil SAsd between those of Egy^t * 
and other countries, I contented myself with only acquaint- 
ing yoti thAt he hAd b^ii ibAnnmitted by a foreign lady 
liAig 6itice debettfi^d. Howei^er, it is an ignorance I OAn^^ 
flot fegtet, siiice it Affords mo an opportunity of receiying 
from you a double obligation in favotir of the same person. 
That I may legally therefore enjoy the benefit of your 
goodness, 1 beg you would be pleased to grant him the 
freedom of the city of Alexandriai as well m that of 
Borne. And that your graoious intentions may not meet 
With aiiy further obstacles, I have taken care, as you 
directed} to send an account to your fireedman of his age 
and possessiondk 

LfifTteR Villi {ttta.] l*&AJiir to Pu»t. 

It ii my tepollitiofi, ill pUlnilAnee of the mAxim observed 
by the j^rino^ fiiy pr^det^MAorf>, to be extn^mely cautious 
ih gf Ahtmg the freedom of the city of Alexandria : how« 
^ve]^, kmob you hAVe obtaih^ of me the freedom of Bome 
fof ybiilr phygiciAfi HAipocrAs, I Cannot refuse you this 
otbei^ request! Tou i^tlst let tne know to what district he 
belongs, that I may give you a letter to my friend Fompeius 
Hanta, governor of Egypt. 

IjETTEB IX. [y.] To i^b Emperor Trajait. 

I cannot express. Sit, the pleasure your letter gave me» 
by #hich I am inforined that you have made my physi-^ 

* Upon what ordBwion the honoAr of this peenliat distinotion wal 
glaDiUd ih feToair of Alexandria doei inot appear ; posdblv it might ba 
to gratitade t6 a bctintry to which the Bomans were bo h^eihlj obliged, 
biibg snpblied wiih the createet part Of tbehr com tMa Egypt This 
Aty^ fblinded bv Aleiatoder the Grciit, lias esteemed the most eoniridar* 
able in the world next to that ei Rotna* M. 
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dan Harpocras a denizen of Alexandria ; notwithstanding 
your resolution to follow the maxim of your predecessors 
in this point, by being extremely cautious m granting 
that privilege. Agreeably to your directions, I acquaint 
you that Harpocras belongs to the district of Memphis.* 
1 entreat you then, most gracious Emperor, to send me, as 
you promised, a letter to your friend Pompeius Planta, 
governor of Egypt. 

As I purpose (in order to have the earliest enjoyment of 
your presence, so ardently wished for here) to come to 
meet you, I beg. Sir, jou would permit me to extend my 
journey as far as possible^ 



LETTER X. [yi.] To the Empebob Tbajak. 

I was greatly obliged, Sir, in my late illness, to Post- 
humius Marinus, my physician ; and I cannot make him a 
suitable return, but by the assistance of your wonted 
gracious indulgence. I entreat you then to make Chiysip- 
pus Miihridates and his wife Stratonica (who are related 
to Marinus) denizens of Borne. I entreat likewise the 
same privilege in favour of Epigonus and Mithridates, 
the two sons of Ohrysippus ; but with this restriction. f 
that they may remain under the dominion of their fiatber, 
and yet preserve their right of patronage over their own 
freedmen. I further entreat you to grant the full privi* 
l''ges of a Boman to L. Satrius Abascantius, P. Caesius 

' * One of the four goyenunents of Lower "Effjpt M, 

t The extensive power of paternal authority vras (as has heen ol>> 
served in the notes above) peculiar to the Bomans. But after Ohryd - 
pus was made a denizen of Borne, he was not, it would seem, conse- 
quentially entitled to that privilege over those children which were born 
before his denization. On the other hand, if it was expressly g^nted 
him, his children could not preserve their right of patronage over their 
own freedmen, because that right would of course devolve to their fitther, 
by means of this acquired dominion over them. The denization there- 
fore of his children is as expressly solicited as his own. But both 
parties becoming ^rites, the children by this creation, and not plead* 
mg in right of their fother, would be patres fam. To prevent which ihe 
clause is added, ' Ua ut tint in ptUrU poieUaie : * as there is another to 
save to them their rights of panonage over their treedmen, though they 
were reduced in patriam poUstatenL Jf. 
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PhoRphorns, and Fancharia Soterifl. This request I make 
with the oonBent of their patrons* 

LBTTEB XI. [xxiv.] To the Emperor Trajan. 

After your late saored father, Sir, had, in a noble speeoh, 
as well as bv his own generous example, exhorted and 
encouraged the public to acts of munificence, I implored 
his permission to remove the several statues which I had 
of the former emperors to my corporation,* and at the 
same time requested permission to add his own to the 
number. For as I haa hitherto let them remain in the 
respective places in which they stood when they were left 
to me by several different inheritances, they were dis- 
persed in distant parts of my estate. He was pleased to 
grant my request, and at the same time to give me a very 
ample testimony of his approbation. I immediately, there- 
fore, wrote to the decurii, to desire they would allot a 
piece of ground, upon which I might build a temple at 
my own expense; and they, ss a mark of honour to 
my design, offered me the choice of any site I might 
think proper. However, my own ill-heidth in the first 

Slace, end later that of your father, together with the 
uties of that employment which you were Iboth pleased 
to entrust me, prevented my prooeeding with that design. 
But I have now, I think, a convenient opportunity of 
making an excursion for that purpose, as my monthly 
attendance t ends on the 1st of September, and there are 
several festivals in the month following. My first request, 
then, is that you would permit me to adorn the temple I 
am going to erect with your statue, and next (in order 
to tne execution of my design widi all the expedition 
possible) that you would indulge me with leave of abselice. 
It would ill become the sincerity I profess, were I to 

^ It is highly probable, upon comparing letter iv. book ill. and letter !• 
book iv., that ^ the corporation here mentioned Pliny means Tifernnm 
Tiberinum, or Gitta diCastello, as it is now called ; which city had pat 
itself under his patronage and protection. M. 

t Pliny enjoyed the office of tTRasorer in conjunction with Oomutoi 
Tertnllns. It was the custom at Bome for those who had coUeagnee to 
administer the duties of their posts by monthly turns. Bnohner. M. 
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dissemble that your goodness in complying with this 
desire will at the same time be extremely serviceable to 
me in my own private affairs. It is absolutely necessary 
I should not defer any longer the letting of my lands in 
that province; fbr, besides that thov amount to above 
four hundred thousand sesterocH,* the time for dressing the 
vineyaidtt is approaching, and that business mubt fall upon 
my new tenants. The unfruitfulness of the seasons 
besideH, for several years past, obliges me to think of 
making some abatements in my rents; which I cannot 
possib^' settle unless I am present. I shall be indebted 
then to your indulgence, Sir, for the expedition of my 
work of piety, and the settlement of my own private 
afiairs, if you will be pleased to grant me leave of absence f 
for thirty days. I cannut give myself a shorter time, as 
the town and the estate of which I am speaking lie above 
a hundred and fifty miles from Rome. 



LETTER XIL [xxv.] Trajah to Pumr. 

Tou have given me many private reasons, and every 
public one, why you desire leave of absence ; but I need 
no other than that it is your desire : and I doubt not of 
your returning as soon as possible to the duty of an office 
which so much requires your attendance. As I wnuld not 
seem to check any instance of your affection towards me, 
I shall not oppose your erectmg my statue in the place 

* Aboat £8100 sterling; the annual income of Pliny's estate m Tus- 
oany. He mentions another near Oomum in Milan, the yearly value 
of which does not appear. We find him likewise meditating the 
purchase of an estate, for which he was to give about £23,400 of our 
money ; but whether he ever completed that purchase is uncertain. 
(See book iii. letter six.) This, however, we are sure of, that his for- 
tunes were but moderate, considering his hieh station and necessary ex- 
penses (see book ii. letter iv.) : and yet, by tne advantage of a judicious 
economy, we have seen him, in the course of these letters, exercising a 
liberality of which after-ages have furnished no parallel. M, 

t l^e senators were not allowed to go from Kome into the provinces 
without having first obtained leave of the emperor. Sicily, nowever, 
had the privilege to be excepted out of that law ; as Qallia Kar* 
bonensis afterwards waa» by Claudius Oaesar. Tacit. Ann, x^ 
e.28. If, 
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yoQ desire ; though in general I am exiremelj cantione m 
giying anj enoonragement to honours of that kind. 

LETTEB Xin. fym.] To the Empcrob Trajan. 

As I am sensihle, Sir, that the hiehest applause jnj 
actions can receive is to be distinguished by so exoellent 
a prince, I beg you would be g^raoiously pleased to add 
either the office of augnr or septemyir* (both which are 
now Tscant) to the dignity I already enjoy by vour 
indulg^ce ; that I may have the satiBfaction of publicly 
offering up those tows for your prosperity, from the duty 
of my office, which I daily preror to the gods in priyate, 
from the affection of my heart. 



LETTER XIY. [xxyi.J To thb Emperor Trajan. 

•^fiaving safely passed the promontory of Malea^f I am 
arrived at Ephesas } with all my retinue, notwithntanding 
I was detained for some time by contrary winds : a piece 
of information, Sir, in which, I trust, you will feel your- 
self concerned. I propose pursuing the remainder of my 
journey to the province § partly in light vessels, and partly 
m post-chaises: for as the excessive heats will prevent 
my travelling altogether by land, so the Etesian windsf Q 

* One of the Beven priests who presided over the feasts appointed in 
hon *iir of Japiter ana the other gods an office, as appears^ of hi^h 
dignity, sinoe Pliny ranks it with the angoiship: of wmoh see book iv. 
letter viiL note f. M, 

t la the Peloponnesns. Oatanaens observes this passage was so 
dangerous that the ancients had a proverb, ' eum Maieam d^lexeri*, 
domesUoo9 obUviaeeref' *the man that sails by Ifaka most tnink no 
more of his family.* M. 

i A city of Ionia, in Asia Minor, Still remaining. 

I Bithvnia, a provinoe in Anatolia| or Asia Jiinor, of whidi Pvliny 
was appomted governor by Tnjan, in toe sixth year of his reign, a.d. 108, 
not as an ordinary proeonsnl, bat as that emperoFs own lieatenant, 
with powers eztraorainary. fSee Bio.) The fifllowing lettem wefe 
written daring his adnunistratton oft that proTinoe. M. 

I A north wind in the Grecian seas, 'wlueh rises^marly some time in 
July, and bontinnes to the end of Angnst ; thoufdb others (extend it io 
the middle of September. They Ifalowonly hi the day^timsb YaisoUii*! 
Geogr. T. i p. A18, JC 
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whioh are now set in, will not permit me to pn oeed entirely 
by 0ea. 



LETTER XV. [xxvn.] Tbajak to Pliny. 

Tour information, my dear Pliny, was extremely agree- 
able to me, as it does conoem me to know in what manner 
you arrive at your province. It is a wise intention of 
yours to travel either by sea or land, as you shall find most 
oonyenient. 



LETTER XVI. [xxviii.] To thb Empkror Trajan. 

As I bad a very favourable voyage to Ephesus, so in 
travelling by post-chaise from thence I was extremely 
troubled by tne heats, and also by some slight feverish 
attacks, which kept me some time at Pergamus.* From 
there, Sir, I got on board a coasting yeRsel, but, being 
again detained by contiury winds, did not arrive at Bithy- 
nia so soon as I had hoped.f However, I have no reason 
to complain of this delay, since (which indeed was the 
most auspicious circumstance that could attend me) I 
reached the province in time to celebrate your birthday. 
I am at present engaged in examining the finances of the 
Prusenses,} their expenses, reyenues, and credits ; and the 
farther I proceed in this work, the mOre I am convinced of 
the neceraity of my enquiry. Several large sums of money 
are owing to the city from private perse 'Bb, which they 
neglect to pay upon various pretences; as, on the other 
hand, I find the public funds are, in some instances, very 

* The fiBimolu Troy, now called Ben;amo. on the Oaicns. 

t The original adda, *id d<<, zy. Ckdena, OetdbrU^ whioh seems to 
have crept into the text from the marginal annotation of some glossarist : 
for as Pliny mentions the time of his arrival a little lower, were is no 
occasion for it hi this place; and it is not agreeable to his usual elegant 
conciseness to repeat that circumstance twice in the same letter. Or 
perhaps here are two distinct letters run into one by the carelessness of 
the transcribers; the former ending with ^Hase^' 9m, *in ipw ingreitu 
HMO teripti ; ' the latter beginning with ' QuitUodeeimo Cdlind.* Sdo, M, 

X The inhabitants of Prusa (Brusa), a principal city of Bithynia. 
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unwarrantably applied. This, Sir, I write to yon imme- 
diately on my arrival. I entered this province on the 
17tli of September,* and fonnd in it that obedience and 
loyalty towards yourself whioh yon justly merit from all 
mankmd. You will oonsider, Sir, whether it would not be 
proper to send a surveyor here ; for I am inclined to think 
much might be deducted from what is charged by those 
who have the oonduot of the public works if a faithful 
admeasurement were to be taken : at least I am of that 
opinion from what I have already seen of the aocounts of 
this oit jy which I am now going into as fully as is possible. 



LETTEB XVII. [xxix.] Trajan to Flint. 

I should have rejoiced to have heard that you arrived at 
Bithynia without the smallest inconvenience to yourself or 
any of your retinue, and that your journey from Ephesus 
had been as easy as your voyage to that place was ^vour- 
able. For the rest, your letter informs me, my dearest Se- 
cundus, on what dav you reached Bithynia. The people 
of that province will be convinced, I persuade myself, tbat 
I am attentive to their interest ; as your conduct towards 
them will make it manifest that I could have chosen no 
more proper person to supply my jplace. Jhft^ex»m ination 
of the publio accounts ought certainly -te be your13rsi em- 
ployment, as they are evid4^tl^..in.great.disocdeKr. I Jhave 
scarcely surveyors sufficient to inspect those wprks^which 
I am carrying on at Bome, and in the neighbourhood ;"but 
persons of integrity and skill in this art may be found, 
^ost certainly, in every provinoe, bo that tbey Will no t 
•fail you if only you will make due enquiry. '"■ 

* In the sixth year of Trajan's leign, aj>. 108, and the 4l8t of our 
author's age : he continned in this pioyinoe about eighteen months. 
Tid. Mass. in Vit Plin. 129. M. 

t Among other noble works whioh this glorious emperor execated, 
the fbram or square whioh went by his name seems to have been tiie 
most magnificent. It was built with the foreign spoils he had taken in 
war. The oorering of this edifice was all brass, we portiooes exceedingly 
beauUftd and magnificent, with pillars of more than ordinainr height ana 
dimensions. In the centre of ttiis forum was erected the famous pillar 
whiehhas been already deaoiibed. Bee book Tiii.lett6r it. note f. JC 
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LBTTEB XVUI. [viLJ To thb Emperor TRAJA|f. 

Though I am well fissijired, Sir, that you, who neTei 
omit fkny opportunity pf exerting your generosity, are 
not unmindful of th^ requQpt I li^t^ly made to you, y^t, i^s 
you have often indulged v^ m this V^anner, giye me leave 
to lemind and earnestly entreat yov ^ bestow the praetor* 
ship now vacftnt uppn 4-ttims ^\ira. Though bis ambition 
is ^;itr0mely modenit^, ye|; th^ qu^Aity pf his birth, the in« 
flexible integrity he h^ presei-ved iQ {t^ery narro\ir fortune, 
and, more than all, the felicity of your times, which en- 
courages conscious virtue to claim your favour, induoe him 
to hop$ bo mky e^p^ri^c^ it i9 the (H^^se^t ip^tc^nce. 



LETTER XIX. [ix] To thb Empbror Trajan. 

I congratulate both you ^nd the pul^lio, most oxoeU&nt 
Emperor, upon the gr^^t and glorious viotpry you ]i^ve 
obtained ; so agreeftble to the lieroipin of i^ncieiit Rome. 
JCay the immortal eods grapt the 9a^o JtlAppy aUQOQSp to 
all your designs, that, under ^he f^dmini^ttyttioii of so 
many princely virtue^, the spleiidoiir of the eqipire may 
shine out, .not only jp itis fprm<»r, ;biit w}ti^ ^4itipilfti 
lustre.* 



liETTER XX. [x.] To thb Empbror Trajan. 

Mj lieutenant, .SeryUi^s ?ndpiii^, pu^e tp Niopmedi/^t 
Sir, on the 24th pf i^pvember, ptpd by hi9 arriv^il freed me, 
at length, from the anxiety of a very uneasy expectation. 

* Xt Ib i>robiible the t|q|^ her^ ptU^d^d to w^s ^t famoug 0110 
which Trajan gained over toe Daciaoi ; eopo^e fuysoiint of whieh has 
heeffi given in the nqtes abav/9. It U oertain, 9,% le^^ ^^^ H^^ ^ ^^ 
ilia wish accompliAeflt tbl^ empeiytf living ofirr^ed jth^ ^oman splen- 
iluiir to its bigWt pitoh, and e^t^nd^ the dominions pf the einplli» 
Iftrthor than any of \iifk yi^f^^emotm j^f^ 14^ ^\^M hogan to 
ilecline* M* 

\ Tlip oipitol of Pithyvh: .(t9 mpdATP ^wmtoSmM* 
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LETTER XXL [zi.] To the Ehpsror Trajah. 

Tour generosity to me, Sir, was tbe occasion of uniting 
me to Rosianns Oeminus, bj the strongest ties ; for he was 
my qtiaestor * when I was oonsaL His behiviour to me 
dnring the oontinnanc0 of our offices was highly respectftil, 
and he has treated me ever since with so peculiar a regard 
that, benides the many obligations I owe him npon a 
public account, I am indebted to him for the strongest 
pledges of private friendship. I entreat you, then, to 
comply with my request for the advancement of one 
ivhom (if my recommendation has any weight) you will 
even distinguish with your particular favour ; and what- 
ever trust you shall repose in him, he will ende^ivour to 
show himself still deserving of an higher. But I am the 
more sparing in my praises of him, being persuaded his 
integiity, his probity, and his vigilance are well known to 
jrou, not only from those high posts which he ha^t exercised 
m Borne within your immediate inspection, but from his 
behaviour when he served under you in the army. One 
thing, however, my affection for him inclines me to think, 
I have not yet sufficiently done; and therefore, Sir, I 
repeat my entreaties that von will give me the pleasure, 
as early as possible, of rejoicing in the advancement of my 
quaestor, or, in other words, of receiving an addition to 
my own honours, in the person of my friend. 

LETTER XXn. [xn.] To thb Empiror Tbajav. 

It is not easy, Sir, to express the joy I received when I 
heard yon had, in compliance with the request of my 
mother-in-law f and myself, granted 0oeliu9 Clemens the 
proconsnlship of this province X after the expiration of hii 
oonsniar office ; as it is from thence I learn the full extent 
of your goodness towards me, which thus graciously extends 
itself through my whole family. As I dare not pretend 
to make an equal return to those obligations I so justly 
owe you, I can only have recourse to vows, and ardently 

* Bee note *, p. 180. t Pompeia Oelerina. t Bifhyiila. 

2 A 



854 THB LETTBBS OF FLINT. [Book \\ 

implore the gods that I may not be found unworthy of 
those favours which you are repeatedly ooaferring upon 
mo. 



LETTER XXin. [ziii.] To the Emperor Trajan. 

I reoeiyed, Sir, a despatch from your freedman, LyoormaSi 
desiring me, if any embassy from Bosporus * shduld come 
here on the way to Bome, that I would detain it till his 
arrival. None has yet arrived, at least in the city f where 
I now am. But a courier passing through this place from 
the king of Sarmatia,} I embrace the opportunity which 
accidentally ofiEers itself, of sending with him the mes- 
senger which Lycormas despatched hither, that you might 
be mfoimed by both their letters of what, perhaps, it may 
be expedient you should be acquainted with at one and 
the same time. 

LETTEB XXIV. [xiy.J To the Empbbor Trajan. 

I am informed b^ a letter from the king of Sarmatia 
that there are certain afibirs of which you ought to i>e in« 
formed as soon as po8sible. In order, therefore, to hasten 
the despatches which his courier was charged with to you, 
I granted him an order to make use of the public post.§ 

* The town of Pantioapoemn, alao called Boflporos, standing on the 
European aide of the Oimmerian Bosponia (Straits of EafEa]^ in the 
modem Orimea. 

t Nioea (as amiears by the 15th letter of this book^ a city in Bithynia. 
now ddled Isnik. M. 

X Sannatia was divided into European, Asiatic, and (German Sar- 
matia. It is not exactly known what bounds the ancients gave to this 
extensive region; however, in general, it comprehended the northern 
part of Russia, and the greater part of Iceland, ko, M, 

J The first invention of public couriers is ascribed to Gyrus, who, in 
er to receive the earliest intelligence from the governors of the 
several provinces,* erected nost-houses throughout the kingdom of 
Persia, at equal distftucee, wnioh supplied men and horses to forward 
the public despatches. Augustus' was the first who introduced this 
most useful institution among the Romans, by employing post-chai^ei^ 



> Cytop. L tUL p. 406, edit. HntchiaBoa. • Soet. ia Yit. Aug. c 4a. 
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LETTER XXV. [xv.] To thb Emperor Trajati. 

The ambassador from the king of Sannatia having re- 
mained two days, by his own cuoioe, at Nioea, I did not 
think it reasonaole, Sir, to detain him any longer : because, 
in the first plaoe, it was still nncertain when yonr freed- 
man, Lycortnas, would arrive, and then again some indis- 
pensable affairs require my presence in a different part of 
the province. Of this I thought it necessary that you 
should be informed, because I Lttely acquainted you in a 
letter that Lycormas had desired, if any embassy should 
come this tiray from Bosporus, that I would detain it till 
his arrival. But I saw no plausible pretext for keeping 
him back any longer, especially as the despatches nrom 
Lycormas, which (as I mentioned before) I was not willing 
to detain, would probably reach you some days sooner than 
this ambassador. 



LETTEB XXVL [xvi.J To thb Empkror Trajan. 

I received a letter, Sir, from Apuleius, a military man, 
belonging to the earrison at l^icomedia, informing me that 
one Callidromus, being arrested by Maximus and Dionysius 
(two bakers, to whom he had hired himself), fled for refuge 
to your statue ; * that, being brought befoi e a magistrate, 

dispooed at oonvenient distanoes, for the purpoee of political intelligence. 
The magistrates of every city were obliged to Aimish horses * fur these 
messengers, u^ produciDg a diploma, or a kind of warrant, eitiier from 
the emperor hmiself or from those who had that anthority nnder him. 
Sometimes, though upon ye^ extraordinary occasions, persons who tra- 
Yelled upon their prifate affairs, wcro allowed the use of these podt- 
chaises. (See letter oxxi. of this hook.) It is sarprising they were not 
sooner used for tho purposes of conimeroe and pnvate communication. 
Louis XI. first established them in France, in the year 1474 ; but it 
was not till the 12th of Oar. II.* that the post-office was settled in 
England by Act of Parliament M, 

* Particular temples, altars, and statues, were allowed among tho 
Romans as places of pirlege and sanctuary to slaves, debtors, and 
malefactors. This custom was introduced by Bomulus, who borrowed 

> Pluticreh. in Yit* Galbae. • Rapm, vol. li. 6f^2, fol. ed. 

2 A 2 
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he dedared he was formerly slave to Laberius Maziinus, 
but being taken prisuner by Su.^agu8 * in Moesiaf, he was 
sent as a present from Decebalus to Pacorus, king; of 
Parthia, in whose (•ervioe he continued several ^'eai-s, from 
whence he made his escape, and came to Nicomedia. W hen 
he was examined before me, he confirmed this account, for 
which reason I thought it necessary to send 1 him to you. 
This I should have done sooner, but I delayed his journey 
in order to make an inquiry concerning a seal ring which 
he said was taken f i om him, upon which was engraven the 
figure of Pacorus in hij royal robes ; I was desirous (if it 
could have been found) of transmitting this curiosity to 
you, with a small gold nugget which be says he brought 
from out of the Parthian mines. 1 have afiBxed my seel to 
it, the impression of which is a chariot drawn by four 
horses. 



LETTER XXVn. [xyii.] To the Empsbor Tbajah. 

Your freedman and procurator, § Maximus, behaved. 
Sir, during all the time we were together, with great 
probity, attention, and diligence ; as one stronglj^ attached 
to your interest, and sirictnr observant of discipline. This 
testimony I willingly give nim ; and I give it with all the 
fidelity I owe you. 

it probably from the Greeks ; but during tbd free state of Rome, few o! 
tbepe asylums were permitted. This custom prevailed most under the 
emperors, till it grew ao scandalous that the Emperor Pius found it 
necessary to restrain those privilege4 places by an edict Bee Liptii 
Bxours. adTaoitiAnn.iii. 0.S6. 4f. 

* General under Decebalus, king of the Dacians. 3f- 

t A. province in Daoia, comprehending the southern parts of Serria 
and part of Bulsaria. M. 

X The secoua expedition of Trajan against Decebalus was under- 
taken the same year that Pliny went gnyemur into this proyin3e ; the 
reason therefore why Pliny sent this CSdlidromqs to the empercr seems 
to be, that some use might possibly be made of bim in ^vour of that 
design. M. 

I Receiver of the finances, JC 
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LETTER XXyni. [xvm.] To thi Emperor 

Trajae. 

After having experienoed, Sir, in Qabius Bassms, who 
oommands on the rontio* ooast, the greatest integrity, 
honour, and diligence, as well as the most particular re* 
spect to myfielf, I cannot refuse him my best wishes and 
suffrage ; and I give them to him with all that fidelity 
which is €ne to you. I have found him abundantly 
qualified by having served in the army under you ; and it 
is owing to the advantages of your discipline that he has 
learned to merit your favour. The soldiery and the people 
here, who have had full experience of his justice and 
humanitv, rival each other in that glorious testimony they 

f've of his conduct, both in public and in private ; and 
certifv tbis with all the sincerity you have a right to 
expect from me. 



LETTER XXIX. [xix.] To thb Emprror Truan. 

Nymphidius Lupus, f Sir, and myself, served in the 
army together; he commanded a body of the auxiliaiy 
forces at the same time that I was military tribune ; and 
it was from thence my affection for him began. A long 
acquaintance has since mutually endeared and strength* 
ened our friendship. For this reason I did violence to his 
repose, and insisted upon his attending me into Bithvnia, 
as my assessor in council. He most readily granted me 
tbis proof of his friendship; and without any regard to 
the plea of age, or the ease of retirement, he shared, and 
continues to share, with me, the fatigue of public business. 
I consider his relations, therefore, as my own ; in which 
number Nymphidius Lupus, his son, claims my particular 
regard. He is a youth of great merit and indefatigable 

* The coast round the Black Sea. 

t The text calls him pHnUpUarem, that is, one who had been pri- 
nUpiUu, an officer in the army, whose poet was both highly honourable 
and profitable; among other parts of bis office he had tM care of th« 
eagl^ or chief standara of the legkm. M. 
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application, and in every respect well worthy of so excel- 
lent a father. The early proof he gave of his merit, when 
he commanded a regiment of foot, shows him to be equal 
to any honour you may think proper to oonfer upon him ; 
and it gained him the strongest testimony of approbation 
from those most illustrious peraonages, Julius J^erox and 
Fuscus Salinator. And I will add. Sir, that I shall rejoice 
in any accession of dignity which he shall receive as an 
occasion of particular satisfaction to myselfl 



LETTER XXX. To trk Emperor Trajan. 

1 beg your determination, Sir, on a point I am exceed- 
inffly doubtful about : it is whether I should place the 
public slaves * as sentries round the prisons of the seyeral 
cities in this province (as has been hitherto the practice) 
or employ a party of soldiers for that purpose? On the 
one hand, I am afraid the public slaves will not attend 
this duty with the fidelity they oueht ; and on the other, 
that it will engage too lai^e a body of the soldiery. In 
the meanwhile I have joined a few of the latter with the 
former. I am apprehensive, howeyer^ there may be some 
danger that this method will occasion a general neglect of 
duty, as it will afford them a mutual opportunity of throw- 
ing the blame upon each other. 



LETTEB XXXI. Trajan to Punt. 

There is no occasion, my dearest Secundus, to draw off 
any soldiers f in order to guard the prisons. Let us rather 
perseyere in the ancient customs observed in this province, 
of employing the public slaves for that purpose ; and the 
fidelity with which they shall execute their duty will 

* Slaves who were purohased by the publio. M. 

t In the original it is commilUoneit " mv fellow-soldiers : " an appella- 
tion which those emperors who desirea to be well with the army 
affected to use. Suetonius informs us that Augustus would nevei 
employ that expression, as thinking it a condescension unbecoming his 
dignity, and neither suitable to me tranquillity of the times nor to 
military discipline. JC 
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depend mnoli upon your oare and striot diBoipline. It is 
greatly to be feared, as you observe, if the solaiera should 
be mixed with the public slaves, they will mutually trust 
to each other, and by that means grow so muoh the more 
negligent. But my principal objection is that as few soldiers 
as possible should be withdrawn from their standai*d. 



LETTEB XXXn To mh Empbror Tbajan. 

Oabius Bassus, who commands upon the frontiers of 
Pontics, in a manner suitable to the respect and duty 
which he owes you, came to me, and has heen with me, 
Sir, for sereral days. As far as I could obf^erve, he is a 
person of ffreat merit and worthy of your fsTOur. I 
acquainted him it was your order that he should retain 
only ten beneficiary * soldiers, two horse-guards, and one 
oentunon out of the troops which you were pleased to 
assign to my command. He assured me those would not 
be sufficient, and that he would write to you accordingly ; 
for which reason I thought it proper not immediately to 
recall his supernumeraries. 



LETTEB XXXIIL Tbajan to Flint. 

I hsTo receiTcd from Gabius Bassus the letter you men- 
tion, acquainting me that the number of soldiers I had 
ordered him was not sufficient ; and for your information 
I have directed my answer to be hereunto annexed. It 
is very material to distinguish between what the exigency 
of affkirs requires and what an ambitious desire of ex- 
tending power may think necessary. As for ourselves, 

* The most probable conjecture (for it is a point of a good deal of 
.obecnrity) concerning the hen^fteiarii seems to be that they were a 
oertain number of soldiers exempted from the usual du^ of their oflSce, 
in order to be employed as a sort of body-guards to the general. These 
were probably foot; as the eqwie9 here mentioned were perhaps of 
the same nature, only that they served on horseback. J^uiiea ttn- 
fiulares OoMorU AugntH^ fto^ are frequently met with upon ancient 
uiscriptions, and are geneially supposed to mean the bocfy-guards of 
the emperor. JC 
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the pi;ib]io welfiire muat be our only guide : acoordingly it 
is iuoumbent upon us to take all possible care that the 
soldiers shall not be absent from their standard. 



LETTEE XXXIV. To thi Empeeob Tbuav. 

The Prusenses, Sir, having an ancient bath whioh lies 
in a ruinous state, desire your leave to repair it ; but, upon 
examination, I am of opinion it ought to be rebuilt. I 
think, therefore, you may indulge them in this request, 
as there will be a sufficient fund for that purpose, partly 
from those debts whioh are due from private persons * to 
the public which I am now collecting in : and partly 
from what tbey raise amon^ themselves towards furoishing 
the bath with oil, which uey are willine to apply to t^e 
carr3ring on of this building ; a work which the dignity 
of the city and the splendour of your timei| seem to 
demand. 

•Better xxxv. Trajan to puny. 

If the erecting a public bath will not be too great a 
charge upon the ^^rasenses, we may comply with their 
request; provided ,^oWe'^G^, that no new tax be levied 
for this purpose, nor any of those taken off which are 
appropriated to necessary services. 



LETTEB XXXVI. To thi Empbbor Tbajan. 

I am assured. Sir, by your freedman and receiyer- 
general Maximus, that it is necessary he should have a 
party of Foldiers assigned to him, over and besides the 
heneficiarii,^ which by your orders I allotted to the very 
worthy Q^mellinus. Those therefore which I found in 
his service, I thought proper he should retain, especially 
as he was going into raphlagonia, | in order to procure 

* Soe letter xvi. of this book. If. 

t See letter xzxii. of this book, in note. M. p 

\ A piovince in Asia Minor, bounded by the Black Sea on the norih^ 
Bithynia on the west, Pontus on the east, and Phrygia on the south. 
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oom. For his better protection likewise, and becanse it 
was his request, I added two of the caTalrj. But I beg 
yon would inform me, in your next det^patches, what 
method you would have me obaerve fur the future in 
points of this nature. 



LETTER XXXVII, Tbuah io Pliht. 

As my freedman Maximus was going upon an extra- 
ordinary commissibh to procure com, I approve of your 
having supplied him with a file of soldiers. But when he 
shall return to the duties of his former post, I think two 
from you and as many from his coadjutor, my receiver 
general Yirdius Gemellinus, will be sufficient. 




LETTBB XXXVIII. To the Emperor Trajan. 



^ The very excellent young man Sempronius Caelianus, 
having discovered two slaves * amone the recruits, has 
sent mem to me. But I deferred passing sentence till I 
had consulted you, the restorer and upholder of military 
discipline, concerning the punishment proper to be inflicted 
upon them. My principal doubt is that, whether, although 
they have taken the military oath, they are yet entered 
into any particular legion, i request you therefore, Sir, 
to inform me what course I should pursue in this afiaiVf 
especially as it concerns example. 

* The Koman policy excluded alaveB from entering into military 
service, and it was death if they did so. However, upon cases of great 
necessity, this maxim was dispensed with ; but then thev were first 
made free before they were received into the army, excepting only (as 
Seryius in his notes upon Virgil) obsenres after the latal battle of 
Gannae ; when the pablio distress was so great that the Bomans re- 
cruited their army with their slayes, though th^ had not time to give 
ihem their freedom. One reason, perha^^ of this policy might be that 
they did not think it safe to arm so considerable a body of men, whose 
numbers, in the times when the Boman luxury was at its highest, we 
may have some idea of by the instance wliich Pliny the naturalist 
mentions of Claudius Isodorus, who at the time of his death was pos- 
l^ssed of no less than 4116 slaves, notwithstanding he had lost gresl 
numbsrs in the civil wars. Plin. Hidt. Nat. xxxiii. 10. JIC 
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LETTER XXXTX, Tbajan to Plihy. 

•DemproniuB Caelinus has aoted agreeably to my orderii 
in sending snob persons to be tried before yon as appear to 
deserve capital pnniKhment. It is material howevery in 
the case in question, to inquire whether these slaves in- 
listed themselves voluntarily, or were chosen by the officers, 
or presented as substitutes for others. If they were chosen, 
the officer is guilty ; if they are substitutes, the blame rests 
with those who deputed them ; but if, conscious of the 
legal inabilities of their station, they presented themselves 
V(Uimtarily, the punishment must rail upon their own 
heads. That they are not yet entered into any legion^ 
makes no great difference in their case ; for they ought to 
have eiven a true account of themselves immediately, upon 
their being approved as fit for the service. 



LETTER XL. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

As I have your permission. Sir, to address myself to you 
in all my doubts, you will not consider it beneath your 
dignity to descend to those humbler affairs which concern 
my administration of this province. I .^nd there are in 
several cities, particularly those of Nicomedia and Nicea, 
certain persons who take upon themselves to aot as publio 
slaves,* and receive an annual stipend aocordingly ; not- 
withstanding they have been condemned either to the 
mines, the publio games,! or other punishments of the 
like nature. Having received information of this abu«a 
l^liave been long debating with myself what I ought tc 
do. On the one hand, to send them back again to theii 
respective punishments (many of them being now grown 
old, and behaving, as I am assured, with sobiiety and 
modesty) would, I thought, be proceeding against them 
too severely ; on the other, to retain convicted criminalB 

* See note, letter xxx. of this book. M, 

t A punishment among the Bomans. usually inflicted upcm slaves. 
by which they were to engage with wild beasts, or perform the pnxt of 
giadiatore, in the public shows. M, 
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in the publio servioe, seemed not altogether decent. I 
oonsidered at the same time to support these people in 
idleness wonld be an aseless expense to the public ; and 
to leave them to starve wonld be dangerous/ I was 
obliged therefore to suspend the determination of this 
matter till I could consult with jou. You will be desirous, 
perhaps, to be informed how it happened that these per- 
sons escaped the punishments to which they were con- 
demned. This enquiry 1 have also made, but cannot 
return you any satisfactory answer. The decrees againnt 
them were indeed produced ; but no record appears of their 
havine ever been reverted. It was asserted, however, 
that uiese people were pardoned upon their petition to 
the proconsuls, or their lieutenants ; which seems likely 
to be the truth, as it is improbable any person would have 
dared to set them at liberty without authority. 

Better xli. tbajah to pliny. 

You will remember you were sent into Bithynia for the 
pa rticular purpos e of^orregdngj^hpse^maby. abuses which 
appeared in need of reform. Now none stands more so 
than that of criminals who have been sentenced to punish- 
ment should not only be set at liberty (as your letter in- 
forms me) without authority, but even appointed to em- 
ploj'ments which ought only to be exercised by persons 
whose characters are irreproachable. Those therefore 
among them who . have been convicted within these ten 
years, and whose sentence has not been reversed by proper 
authority, must be sent back again to their respechve 
punishments : but where more than ten ^ears have elapsed 
since their conviction, and they are grown old and innrm,. 
let them be disposed of in such employments as are but 
few degrees removed from the punishments to which they 
were sentenced ; that is, either to attend upon the publio 
baths, cleanse the common sewers, or repair the streets ami 
highways, the mmal offices assigned to such persona. 
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LETTEB XLn. To thb Emperob Tbajan. 

Wbile I was making a progress in a different part of the 
piiovinoe, a most extensive Ire broke out at Micomedia, 
whioh not only consumed several private houses, but also 
two public buildings ; the town-house and the temple of 
Isis,* though they stood on oontrarv sides of the street* 
The oooasion of its spreading thus far was partly owing 
to the violence of the wind, and partly to the indolence 
of the people, who, manifestly, stood idle and motionless 
spectators of this terrible calamity. The truth is the city 
was not iumibhed with either en^ines,t buckets, or any 
single instrument suitable for extinguishing fires ; which 
I have now however given directions to have prepared. 
You will consider, Sir, whether it may not be advisable 
to institute a company of fire-men, consihting only of one 
hundred and fifty members. I will take care none but 
those of that buniness shall be admitted into it, and that 
tbe privileges granted them shall not be applied to any 
other purp<ise. As this corporate body will be restiicted 
10 so small a number of members, it will be easy to keep 
them under proper regulation. 




LETTER XLIII. Trajah to Plixy. 



You are of opinion it would be proper to establish a com- 
pany of fire-men in Nicomedia, agreeably to what has been 

* A celebrated Egyptian divinity. 

t It has been generally imagined that the ancients had not the art 
of raising water by eng^es ; but this passage seems to favour the ooo- 
tranr opinion, llie word in the original Is $ipho» which Hesydiius 
ezpukins (as one of the commentators observes) * inairumerUum adjaeu' 
landaa aquai advenu$ inomdia;' *an instrument to throw up wuter 
against nres.* But there is a passage in Seneca which seqms to put 
this matter beyond conjecture, though none of the critics upon tnis 
place have taken notice of it : * Solemui* says he, * duabus mantbui inter 
$e JufUiti$ aquam eondperet et eompreata utrimgue palma in modum 
iiphonis exprintere * (Q. N. L ii. Hi) ; where we plainly see the use of 
tills iipho was to throw up water, and consequently tlie Bomaiis were 
acquainted with that art. The account which Pliny gives of Ills 
fountains at Tuscum is likewise another evident proof. M, 
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practised in soTeral other oities. But it is to be remembered 
that societies of this sort have greatly disturbed the peace 
of the proYinoe in g^eneral, and of those cities in particular. 
^hatoTer name we give them, and for whatever purposes 
they may be founded, they will not fail to form themselves 
into factious assemblies, however short their meetings may 
be. It will therefore be safer to provide such machines 
as are of service in extinguishing fires, enjoining the owners 
of houses to assist in preventing the mischief from spread- 
ing, and, if it should be necessary, to call in the aid of the 
populace. 



LETTEB XLIV. To the Emperor Trajan. 

We have acquitted. Sir, and renewed our annual vows * 
for your prosperity, in which that of the empire is essen- 
tially involved, imploring the gods to grant us ever thus 
to pay and thus to repeat them. 



LETTEB XLV. Trajan to Pliny. 

I received the satisfaction, my dearest Secundus, of 
beinff informed by your letter that you, together with the 
people imder your government, have both discharged and 
renewed jjrour vows to the immortal gods for my health 
and happiness. 



LETTER XLYI. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

The citizens of Nicomedia, Sir, have expended three 
millions three hundred and twenty-nine sesterces f in 
building an atjueduct; but, not being able to finish it, the 
works are entirely falling to ruin. They made a second at- 
tempt in another place, where they laid out two millions.^ 

* This was an aiudyersary castoK. obserred throughout the empire 
on the 80th of December. M, 
t About £28,400. t About £15.600 
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But this likewise is disoon tinned ; so that, after haying 
been at an immense oharge to no purpose, they must stiu 
be at a farther expense, in order to be aocommodated with 
water. I have examined a fine spring from whenoe the 
water may be oonveyed over arches (as was attempted in 
their first design) in suoh a manner that the higher as 
well as level and low parts of the city may be supplied. 
There are still remaining a very few of the old arches ; 
and the square stones, however, employed in the former 
building, may be used in turning the new arches. I am 
of opinion part should be raised with brick, as that will be 
the easier and cheaper material. But that this work may 
not meet with the same ill-success as the former, it will be 
necessary to send here an arohiteot, or some one skilled in 
the construction of this kind of waterworks. And I will 
venture to sav, from the beauty and usefulness of the de- 
sign, it will De an erection well worthy the splendour of 
your times, 

LETTER XLVn. Trajan to Plikt. 

Care must be taken to supply the city of Nicomedia with 
water ; and that business, I am well perHuaded, you will 
perform with all the diligence you ought. But really it 
is no less incumbent upon you to examine by whose mis- 
oonduot it has happened that such large sums have been 
thrown away upon this, lest they apply the money to private 
purposes, and tbe aqueduct in questipii, like the preioedinff, 
should be begun, and afterwards left unfinished. You will 
let me know the result of your inquiry. 

LETTEB XLYIII. To ths Emperor Trajan. 

The citizens of Nicea, Sir, are building a theatre, which, 
though it is not yet finished, has already exhausted, as I 
am informed ^for I have not examined the account myself), 
above ten millions of sesterces ;* and, what is worse, I 

* About £78,100. To those who are not acquainted with the immonif 
lichee of the andents, it may seem incredible that a city, and not the 
•spt'al one either* of a conquered proYince should expend eo large a 
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fear to no purpose. For either from the foundation being 
laid in soft, marshy around, or that the 8tone itself is 
light and orambling, me walls are sinking, and oraoked 
from top to bottom. It deserves your oonsideration, there- 
fore, whether it would be best to carry on this work, or 
entirely discontinue it, or rather, perhaps, whether it 
would not be most prudent absolutely to destropr it : for 
the buttresses and foundations by means of which it is 
from time to time kept up appear to me more expensive 
than solid. Several private persons have undertaken to 
build the compartments of this theatre at their own 
expense, some engaging to erect the portico, others the 
galleries over the pit :* but this design cannot be executed, 
as the principal building which ought first to be completed 
is now at a stand. This city is also rebuilding, upon a far 
more enlarged plan, the eymna8ium,f which was burnt 
down before my arrival in the province. They have already 
been at some (and, I rather fear, a fruitless) expense. 
The structure is not only irregular and ill-proportioned, 
but the present architect (who, it must be owned, is a 
rival to the person who was first employed) asserts that 
the walls, idthoagh twenty-two feet | in thickness, are not 

mm of money upon only ifae shell (as it aopean to be) of a theatre : 
but Asia was esteemed the most coDsiderable part of the world for 
wealth; its fertility and exportations (as Tnlly* observes) exceeding 
that of all other ootintries. The ingenious Dr. Arbnthnot quotes an 
instance from Athenaeus of Asiatic riches, which a man must be a 
tolerable arithmetician even to count It is the value of the treasure of 
Bardanapalus, with which he made a ftmeral pile fur hbnself and family 
when he was besieged by Arbaoes, king of the Medes. * Athenaeus 
makes the value of the treasure of this pile to amount to lOO.OCO.COO 
talents, which, reckoned in Babylonic talents, amounts to £16,953,125,000« 
This was only the value of the silver ; there was besides a tenth part of 
that number of talents of gold, wliich, if gold was reckoned in a decuple 
proportion, will just double that sum.* Arbuth. Ant. Coins, p. 808. JIT. 

* The word cavetL, in the original, comprehends more than what we 
call the pit in our theatres, as it means the whole space in which the 
spectators sat These theatres being open at the top, the galleries here 
mentioned were for the convenience of retiring in baa weather. 3f. 

t A place in which the athletic exercises were performed, and wlien 
the philoBophers also used to read their lectures. M. 

I The Boman foot consisted of 11*7 inches of our standard. J£ 

* Orat. pro Imp. Ca. I^omp. 
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Btr^ng enough U support the superstructure, as the inter- 
stioes are filled ap with quarrystones, and the walls are 
not overlaid with brickwork. Also the inhabitants of 
Olaudiopolis * are sinking (I cannot call it erecting) a 
large public bath, upon a low spot of ground which lies 
at 3ie foot of a mountain. The fund appropriated for the 
carrying on of this work arises from the money which those 
honorary members you were pleased to add to the senate 
paid (or, at least, are ready to pay whenever I call upon 
them) for their admission.f As I am afraid, therefore, the 
public money in the city of Nicea, and (what is infinitely 
more valuable than any pecuniary consideration) your 
bounty in that of Nicopolis, should be ill applied, I must 
desire you to send hither an architect to inspect, not only 
the theatre, but the bath ; in order to consider whether, 
after all the expense which has already been laid out, it 
will be better to finish them upon the present plan, or 
alter the one, and remove the other, in as far as may seem 
necessary : for otherwise we may perhaps throw away our 
future cost in endeavouring not to lose what we have 
already expended. 

LETTEB XLIX. Trajan io Pumt. 

Tou, who are upon the spot, will best be able to con- 
sider and determine what is proper to be done concemiug 
the theatre which the inhabitants of Nicea are building ; 
as for myself, it will be sufficient if you let me know your 
determination. With respect to the particular parts of 
this theatre which are to be raised at a private charge, 
you will see those engagements fulfilled wnen the body of 
the building to which they are to be annexed shall be 
finished. — These paltry Greeks | are, I know, immoderately 
fond of gymnastic diversions, and therefore, perhaps, the 

* A oolony in the distiiot of Oataonia, in Oappadooia. 

t The honorary senators, that is, sach who were not received into the 
council of the ci^ by election, but by the appointment of the emperor, 
paid a certain sum of money noon their admission into the senate. M, 

X * OraeeuU. Even under toe emuire, with its relurad morality and 
luxurious tone, the Romans continuea to apply this contemptuous desiK- 
natiouto a people to whom thev owed what taste for art and culture tlief 
possessed.' Gnurch and Brooribb. 
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citizens of Nioea have planned a more magnificent building 
for this purpose than is necessary ; however, thdy must be 
content with snch as will be sufficient to answer the puft*- 
pose for which it is intended. I leave it entirely to you:to 
perbuade tHe Olaudiopolitani as tou shall thmk proper 
with regard to their bath, which they have placed, it 
seems, in a very improper situation. As there is no pro- 
vince that is not furnished with men of skill and ingenuity, 
you cannot possibly want architects ; unless yon think it 
the shortest waj to procure them from Kome, when it is 
generally from Greece that they come to us. 

LETTER L. To the Emperor Tkajan. 

When I reflect upon the splendour of your exalted 
station, and the magnanimity of your spirit, nothing, I aiU 
persuaded, can be more std table lo'botti than to point out 
to yon such works as are worthy of your glorious aiid 
immortal name, as being no less useful than magnificent. 
Bordering upon the territories of the citv of Nicomedia is 
a most extensive lake ; over which marbles, fruits, woods, 
and all kinds of materials, the commodities of the countrj\ 
are brought over in boats up to the high-road, at little 
trouble and expense, but from thence are conveyed in 
carriages to the sea- side, at a much greater charge and 
with great labour. To remedy this inconvenience, many 
hands will be in request ; but upon such an occasion they 
cannot be wanting : for the country, and particu^iiy the 
city, is exceedingly populous; and one may assuredlv 
hope that every person will readily engage in a work 
which will be of universal benefit. It only remains ^hen 
to send hither, if you shall think proper, a surveyor or an 
architect, in order to examine whether the lake lies 4V>ve 
the level of the sea ; the engineers of this province t)^ing 
of opinion that the former is higher by forty cubitfi.* 1 
find there is in the neighbourhood of this place a Iftrge 
eaiial, which was cut by a king of this country ; but pB it 
is left unfinished, it is uncertain whether it was for the 
purpose of draining the adjacent fields, or making a com- 

* A Homaa cubit is equal \p 1 loot 6*406 Inohes of oar n\eaiiirt 
Arbathnot*s Tab. if. 

2 B 
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mnniiation between the lake and the river. It is equally 
doubtful too whether the death of the king, or the despair 
of bein^ able to accomplish the design, prevented the 
4»mpletion of it. If this was the reason, I am so mno n 
the more eager and warmly desirous, for Uie sake of yonr 
illostrious character (and I hope yon will pardon mo the 
ambitionY that you may have the glory of executing what 
hing$ could only attempt* 

LBTTEB LI. Trajan to Punt. 

There is something in the scheme you propose of opening 
a communication between the lake and the sea, which may, 
perhaps, tempt me to consent. But you mnst first carefully 
examine the situation of this body of water, what quantity 
it oontaina, and from whence it is supplied; lest, by giving 
it an opening into the sea, it should be totally drained. 
You may apply to Calpurnius Maoer for an engineer, and I 
will alfi« send you from hence some one skilled in works of 
this nature. 

v^£eTTEELIL ro xh. Em«koh Ta.,.K. 

Upon examing into the public expenses of the city ot 
Byzantinm,t which, I find, are extremely great, I was 
informed, Sir, that the appointments of the ambassador 
whom they 8end yearly to you with their homage, and the 
decree which passes in the senate upon that occasion, 
amount to twelve thousand sesterces.^ But knowing the 
generous maxims of your government, I thought proper to 
send the decree without the ambassador, that, at the same 

* A oommeutator upon this paarage thinks this a very extraordinary 
compliment : *a8 if/ says lie, *an empemr of Rome oould nut do more 
than a little king of Bithynia.' But it is much more probable that tliis 
ctfitic should bo mistaken in his objection than Pliny in his compli- 
ment; and tliough he will have it to be a Utile king, it is more reason- 
able to suppose our autlior meant some great king of Persia. Besides, 
itnperator, among the Romans, had not of itself any such hiji^h idea as 
has been affixed to it In later times. The meaiu'ng, tlierefore, of this 
wish seems to be that, though TnJBm was contentnl to be in title no 
mora than general (imperaior\ yet in acts of public mimifloenoe lis 
SBight be more tlian those who proudly sfyled themselves kiLgs. ML 

t Constantinople. ML t About ilOa 
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time thev discharged their public duly to yon, their 
expense locnrred in the manner of paying it might be 
ligntened. This city is likewise taxed with the sum of 
three thousand sesterces* towards defraying the expense 
of an envoy, whom they annually send to compliment the 
governor of Moesia : this expense I have also directed to 
be spared. I beg, Sir, you would deien either to confirm 
my judgment or correct my error m these points, by 
acquainting me with your sentiments. 

•^-^fETTEB LIII. Trajan to Plisy. 

I entirely approve, my dearest Secnndus, of your having 
excused the Byeantines that expense of twelve thousand 
sesterces in sending an ambassador to me. I shall esteem 
their duty as sufficiently paid, though I only receive the 
act of their senate through your hands. The governor of 
Moesia must likewise excuse them if they compliment him 
at a less expense. 

LETTER LIV. To thr Emperor Trajan. 

I bee, Sir, you would settle a doubt I have concerning 
your diplomas ;f whether you think proper that those 
diplomas the dates of which are expu*ed shall continue in 
force, and for how long? For I am apprehensive I may,, 
through ignorance, either confirm such of these instruments 
as are illegal or prevent the eflfeot of those which are 
necessary. 

LETTER LV. Trajan to Pliny. 

llie diplomas whoso dates are expired must by no 
means be made use of. For which reason it is an in- 
violable rule with me to send new instruments of this kind 
into all the provinces before they are immediately wanted.; 

•Aboat£23. 

t A diploma is ptopearlj a grant of certafn privil^pet either to 
particular places or persons. It signifies also grants oi other kinds; 
and it sometimes means poei^arrauts,' as, perhaps, it does hi this 
placSi M, ^ ^ 

* 8e« letter xiir. of this book, In tht aotct. 

2 B 2 
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LETTER LYI. To thk Expkbob Trajan. 

' Upon intimating. Sir, my intention to the oity ol 
Apamea,* of examining into the state of their public due**, 
their revenue and expenses, they told me tbej were all 
extremely willing I should inspeot their acopunts, but 
that no proconsul had ever yet looked them over, as they 
had a piivilege Qind that of a very ancient date) of ad- 
ministering the anairs of their corporation in the manner 
they thought proper. I required them to draw tip a me- 
morial of what they then as^rted, which I transmit to you 
pi*ecisely as I received it ; though I am sensible it oontaine 
^veral things foreigpi to the question. I beg you will 
deigpi to instruct me as to how I am to act in this affair, 
ftir I should be extremely son-y either to exceed or ^\l 
short of the duties of my commission. 

LETTER LVn, Trajan to Punt. 

The memorial of the Apameans annexed to your letter 
nas saved me the necessity of considering the reasons 
they suggest why the former proconsuls forbore to inspect 
their accounts, since they are willing to submit them to your 
examination. Their honest compliance deserves to be i-e- 
warded ; and they may be assured the enquiry you are to 
make in pursuance of my orders shall be with a full 
reserve to their privileges. 

LETTER LYm. To tbb Emperor Trajan. 

The Nicomedians, Sir, before my arrival in this province, 
had begun to build a new forum adjoining their former, in 
a comer of which stands an ancient temple dedicated to 
the mother of the goda.^ This ffibric must eitber be re- 
paired or removed, and for this reason chiefly, because it 
18 a much lower building than that very lofty one which 
s now in process of erection. Upon enquiry whether thin 

* A cjtv :n Bithynta. M. 

t Oybele, Rhea, or Ops, aa ahe is otherwise called; from whom, 
vrcuiding to the pa^jan creed, the rest of the gods are supposed to have 

IviCfiDdM. iL 
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temple bad been consecrated, I was infonned tbat tbeir 
ceremonies of dedication differ from onrs. You will be 

E leased therefore, Sir, to consider whether a temple wbich 
as not been consecrated according to our rites may be 
removed,* consistently with the reverence dne to religion : 
for, if there should be no objection from that quarter, the 
removal in every other respect would be extremely con- 
venient. 

A' 

LETTEB LI Trajah to Puky. 

You may without scruple, my dearest Secundus, if the 
situation requires it, remove the temple of the mother of the 
gods, from the place where it now stands, to any other spot 
more convenient. You need be under no difficulty with 
respect to the act of dedication; for the ground of a 
foreign oityf is not capable of receiving that kind of con* 
secration which is sanctified by our laws. 

LETTER LX. To the Emperor Trajan. 

We have celebrated. Sir (with those sentiments of joy 
yotir virtues ^o justly meritV the day of your accession to 
the empire, which was also its preservation, imploring the 
gods to preserve you in health and prosperity ; for upon 
> our welfare the security and repose of the world depends. 
I renewed at the sanie time the oath of allegiance at the 
head of the army, which repeated it after me in the usual 
form, the people of the province sealously concurring in 
the same oath. 



LETTER LXI. Trajan to Punt. 

Your letter, my dearest Secundus, was extremely scoept- 
aMe, as it informed me of the zeal and affection with which 
3'(m, together with the army and the provincials, solemnised 
the day of my accession to the empire* 

^ lIHistever ma legally conaeeiated ma ever aftenraidsunapplicable 
>rofane ntes. M, , 

That ifl, a city not admitted to e^joy the laws and privlkgep of 
Rome. Jf. 



to pi 
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LETTER LXn. To the Emperob Tbajak. 

The deb^B whioh were owing to the public are, by the 
piiidence, Sir, of your counsels, and the care of my adminis- 
tration, either actually paid in or now being collected : 
but I am afraid the money must lie unemployed. For as 
on one side there are few or no opportunities of purchasing 
l^nd, 80, on the other, one cannot meet with any person 
who is willing to borrow of the public* (especially at 
1 2 per cent, interest) when they can raise money upon the 
same terms from private sources. You will consider then, 
Sir, whether it may not be advisable, in order to invite 
responsible persons to take this money, to lower the interest ; 
or if that scheme should not succeed, to place it in the 
hands of the decurii, upon their giving sufficient security 
to the public. And though they should not be willing to 
receive it, yet as the rate of interest will be diminished, 
the haidbhip will be so much the less. 



LETTER LXin. Trajan to Piiwy. 

I aeree with you, my dear Pliny, that there seems to be 
no ouier method of facilitating the placing out of the 
public money than by lowering the interest ; the measure 
of which you will determine according to the number of 
the borrowers. But to compel persons to receive it who 
are not disposed to do so, when possibly they themselves 
may hnve no opportunity of employing it, is, by no means, 
cimsistent with the justice of my government; 



LETTER LXIV. To the Emperor Trajan. 

I return you my warmest acknowledraents, Sir, that, 
among the many important occupations m which you am 

* The reason why tliey did not dioose to borrow of the puUie at the 
eamo rate of interest which they paid to priYate persons was Tas one of 
the commentators obsenres) because in the former instance tibey were 
obliged to giye security, whereas in the latter they ooald raise money 
upon their personal credit ML 
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engaged, you hare oondesoended to be my guide on those 
points on wkioh I have consulted you : a favour which I 
must now again beseech you to grant me. A certain 
person presented himself with a complaint that his 
adversaiies, who had been banished for three years by the 
illustrious Servilius Calvus, still remained in the ptx>vince : 
thev, on the contmry, affirmed that Calvus had revoked 
their sentence, and produced his edict to that effect. 
I thou^t it necessary therefore to rifur the whole affair to 
you. For as I have your express orders not to restore any 
person who has been sentenced to banishment either by 
myself or others, so I have no directions with respect to 
those who, having been banished by some of my prede- 
cessors in this government, have by them also been restored. 
It is necessary for me, therefore, to beg you would inform 
me. Sir, how I am to act with regard to the above-men- 
tioned persons, as well as others, who, after having been 
oi>ndemned to perpetual banishment, have been found in 
the province without permission to return ; for cases of 
that nature have likewise fallen under my cognisance. A 
person was brought before me who had been sentence I 
to perpetual exile by the proconsul Julius Bassus, buf 
knowing that the acts of BasMus, during his administration, 
had been rescinded, and that the senate had granted leave 
to all those who had fallen under his condemnation of 
appealing from his decinion at any time within the space 
oh two years, I enquired of this mnn whether he had, 
accordingly, stated his case to the proconsul. . He replied 
he had not I beg then you would inform me whether 
you would have hini ttent back into exile, or whether you 
think some more severe and what kind of punishment 
should bo inflicted upon him and such others who may 
hereafter be found under the sanue circumstances. I have 
annexed to my letter the decree of Calvus. and the edict 
by which the persons above-mentioned were restored, as 
siao the decree of Bassus. 
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LETTEB LXV. Trajan to Puny. 

I will let you know my determiDation concerning those 
exiles which were baniwed for three years by the pro- 
^ontml P. Sei-yiliiiB Calvus, and soon afterwards restored to 
the province by his edict, when I shall have informed my- 
self from him of the reasons of this proceeding. With 
respect to that person who was sentenced to pei-petnal 
banishment by Julius Bassus, yet continued to remain iu 
the province, without making his appeal if he thought 
himself aggrieved (though he had two years given him fur 
that purpose), I would have him sent in chains to my 
praetorian prefects : * for, only to remand him back to a 
puniuhment which he has contumaciously eluded will by 
no means be a sufficient punibhment. 



LETTEB LXVT. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

When I cited the judges, Sir, to attend me at a sessiionsf 
which I was going to hold, Flavins Archippus claimed the 
privilege of being excused, as exercising tne profession of 
a philo6opher4 It was alleged by some who were present 
that he ought not only to be excused from that office, but 
even struck out of the roll of judges, and remanded back to 
the punisnment from which he had escaped, by breaking 
his chains. At the same time a sentence of the proconsul 
Velius Paulina was read, by which it appeai-ed that Ar- 
chippuB had been condemned to the mines for forgery. 
He had nothing to produce in proof of this sentence having 
ever been reversed. He alleged, however, in favour of his 

* These, in the original institutloii as settled by Augustus, were only 
oommiuiden of bis body-guards ; but in the later times of the Roman 
empire they were next in authority under the emperor, to whom they 
seem to have acted as a sort of prime miniuters. M, 

t The provinces were divided into a kind of circuits called eonventua^ 
whither the prooonduls used to go in order to administer justice. The 
judges here mentioned must not be understood to mean the same sort ol 
jud&ial officers as with us; they rather answered to our juries. M. 

X By the imperial constitutions the philoBopliers were exempted from 
all pubUo functions. Gatanaeus. If. 
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Tebtimlion, a petition 'which he presented to Domitian, 
together with a letter from that prince, and a decree of 
the FrusenHianR, in his honour. To these he suhjoined a 
letter which he had received from you ; as also an edict 
and a letter of your august father oonfirming the grants 
which had been made to him by Domitian. For these 
reasons, notwithstanding crimes of w atrocious a nature 
were laid t(» his charge, I did not think proper to deter- 
mine anything concerning him, without first consulting 
with you, as it is an affair which seems to merit your 
particular decision. I have transmitted to you, with tliis 
tetter, the several allegations on both sides. 



Domitian's LETTEB to Tsrbntius Maximus. 

' Flavins Archippus the philosopher has prevailed with 
me to give an order that six hundred thousand sesterces* 
be laid out in the purchase of an estate for the support ef 
him and his family, in the neighbouihood of Frusias,t his 
native country. Let this be accoidingly done; and place 
that sum to the account of my benefactions.' 



From THE Samb to L. Appius Maxibcus. 

* I recommend, my dear Maximus, to your proteotion 
that worthy philosopher Archippus ; a person whose moral 
conduct is agreeable to the principles of the philosophy he 
professes; and I would have you pay entire regard to 
whatever he shall reasonably request.' 



The edict of the Emperor Nerta. 

* There are some points, no doubt, Quirites,} concerning 
which the happy tenour of my government is a sufficient 

• About £4700. 

t Qeonaphen are not agreed where to plaee this city ; Gellariiis con- 
ieotnret U may poMibly be tlie nme with Frnaa ad Olympam, Pnum at 
the foot of Mount Olympus in Hytia, mentioned in letter Izxxt. of tbSa 
hno%. M, 

^ A general appellation giren to the Boman neonle M. 
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indioation of my sentiments ; and a good prince need not 
give an express declaration in matters wherein liis inten- 
tion cannot but be clearly understood. Every citizen in 
the empire will bear me witness that I gave up my private 
repose to the security of the public, and in oi-der that I 
might have the pleasure of dispensing new bounties of my 
own, as also of confirming those which had been granted 
by predecessors. But lest the memory of him* who con- 
fen*ed these grants, or the diffidence of those who received 
them, should occasion any interruption to the public joy, I 
thought it as necessary as it is agreeable to me to obviate 
these suspicions by assuring them of my indulgence. I 
do not wish any man who has obtained a private or a 
public privilege from one of the former emperors to 
imagine he is to be deprived of such a privilege, merely 
that he may owe the restoration of it to me ; nor need 
any who have received the gratifications of imperial 
favour petition me to have them confiimed. Rather let 
them leave me at leisure for oonforring new grants, under 
the assurance that I am only to be Folicited for those 
bounties which have not already been obtained, and which 
the happier fortune of the empire has put it in my power 
to bestow.' 



From THE Sams to Ti'Luus Justus. 

* Since I have publicly decreed that all acts beg^m and 
accomplished in former reigns should be confirmed, the 
letters of Domitian must remain valid.' 



LETTEB LXYII. To the Emfebob Trajan. 

Flavins Archippus has conjured me, by all my vows for 
your prosperity, and b^ your immortal gloiy, that I would 
titinsmit to you the memorial which he presented to me. 
I could not refuse a request couched in mch terms ; how- 
ever, I acquainted the prosecutiix with this my intention, 
from whom I have also received a memorial on her part* 



Lkttui e9.] THE LETTEB8 DF FLINT. 879 

I hare annexed tbem both to this letter ; that by hearing, 
as it were, each party, yon may the better bu enabled tc 
decide. 



LETTER LXVIII. Trajah h Puhy. 

It is possible that Domitian might have been ienorant 
the circumstances in which Arohippus was when lie 
▼rote the letter so much to that philosopher's credit. 
However, it is more agp-eeable to my disposition to sup- 
pose that prince designed he should be restoi-ed to his 
former situation; especially since he so often had the 
honour of a statue decreed to him by those who could not 
be ignorant* of the sentence pronounced against him by 
the proconsul PauUus. But I do not mean to intimate, 
my dear Pliny, that if any new charge should be brought 
against him, you should be the less disposed to hear his 
accusers. I have examined the memoiial of his prosecu- 
trix, Fuiia Prima, as well as that of Arohippus himself, 
which jou sent with your last letter. 



LETTEB LXIX. To thb Emperor Trajav. 

The apprehensions t you express. Sir, that the lake will 
1)0 in danger of being entirely drained if a communication 
should be opened between that and the sea, by means of 
the liver, are agreeable to that prudence and forethought 
3'ou so eminently possess; but I think I have founa a 
method to obviate that inconvenience. A channel may be 
cut from the lake up to the river so as not qnite to join 
them, leaving just a narrow strip* of land between, pre- 
serving the lake } by this means it will not only be kept 
quite separate from the river, but all the same purposes 

* In the text of all the editions it is *qu< ignorabani* but the reaarm- 
ing aeems to reqaire the negative particle ;' tliough the oommentatori 
have pesBed over the paasage without ohjeotion. Jf. 

t Bee letters 1. and li. of this houk. JL 



* la Ktil's tnt the acgatire particle is conjectural]/ intertad. 
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will be answered as if they were united : for it will be 
extiemely easy to convey over that little intervening ridge 
whatever goods shuU be brought down by the canal. This 
is a ttcheme which may be pursued, if it should be found 
necessary ; but I hope there will be no occasion to have re- 
course to it. For, in the first place, tilie lake itself is pretty 
deep ; and in the next, by damming up a river, which runs 
from it on the opposite side, and turning its course as we 
shall find expedient, the same quantity of water may be 
retained. Beuides, there are several bro-ks near the place 
where it is proposed the channel shall be cut which, if 
skilfully oolleoted, will supply the lake with water in pro- 
portion to what it shall discharge. But if you should 
rather approve of the channeFs being extended farther 
and out narrower, and so conveyed directly into the sea, 
without running into the river, the reflux of the tide will 
return whatever it receives from the lake. After all, if 
the nature of the place should not admit of any of these 
schemes, the course of the water may be checked by 
sluices. These, hbwever, and many other particulars, will 
be more skilfully examined into by the engineer, whom, 
indeed, Sir, you ought to send, according to your promise, 
for it is an enterpi-ise well worthy of your attention and 
magnificence. In the meanwhile, I have wri*ten to the 
illustrious Calpiimius Macer, in pursuance of your orders^ 
to send me the most skilful engineer to be had. 



LETTER LXX. Trajan to Pliny. 

It is evident, my dearest Secundus, that neitlier your 
prudence nor your care has been wanting in this affair of j 
the lake, («ince, in order to render it of more general benefit, * 
you have provided so many expedients against the danger 
of its being drained. I leave it to vour own choice to pursue 
whichever of the schemes shall be thought most proper. 
Oalpumiiis Macer will furnish tou, no doubt, with ac 
engineer, as aiiificeis of that kind are not wanting m hi. 
province. 
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LETTEIi LXXI. To the Emperor Trajah. 

A very considerable question, Sir, in which the whole 
province is interested, has been lately started, concerning 
the state* and maintenance of deserted children, f I have 
examined the constitutions of former princes a))on this 
head, but not finding anything in them relating, either in 
general or particular, to the Bithynians, I thought it 
necessary to apply to you for your directions : for in a 
point which seems to require the special interpOHition of 
your authority, I could not content myself with folluwing 
precedents. An edict of the emperor Augustus (as pro- 
tended'^ was read to me, concerning one Annia ; as albO a 
letter irom Vespasian to the Lacedaemonians, and another 
from Titus to the same, with one likewise fiom him tu the 
Achaeans, also some letters from Domitian, directed to the 
proconsuls Avidius Kierinus and Aimenius Brocchus, 
together with one from mat prince to the Lacedaemonians : 
but I have not trannmitted t^em to you, as they were not 
correct (and some of them too of doubtful authenticity), 
and also because I imagine the true copies are preborved 
in your archives. 



^ 



LETTER LXXn. Trajan to Pliny. 

The question concerning children who were exposed by 
their parents, and afterwards preserved by. others, and 
educated in a state of servitude, though bom free, has 
been frequently discussed ; but I do not find in the consti- 
tutions of the princes my predecessors any general regu- 
lation upiin this head, extending to all the provinces. 
There are, indeed, some rescripts of Domitian to Avidius 

* That is, whether they iboold be considered in a state of freedom 
or slavery. M, 

t * Parents thronghont the entire ancient world had the right to 
expose their ohildren and leave them to their fate. Hence woald 
sometimes arise the question whether such a child, if found and 
bronght np by another, was entitled to his freedom, whether also tibe 
person thus adopting him must erant him his freedom without repay- 
■lent tat tiie cost of maintenanoe/ Ohurch and Brodribb. 
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Nigrinua and Annonius Broeohus, which ought to be oU- 
nerved ; but Bitliynia is not oomprehended in the provinces 
therein mentioned. I am of opinion therefore that the 
claims of those who assert tLeir right of freedom upon 
this footing should be allowed; without obliging them to 
purchase &eir liberty by repaying the money advanced 
f xr their maintenance.*^ 



LETTEB LXXIIL To thb Emperob Trajan. 

Having been petitioned by some persons to grant them 
the liberty (agreeablv to the practice of former proconsuls) 
of removing the relics of their deceased relations, upoi 
the suggestion that either their monuments were decayed 
by age or ruined by the inundations of the rivef) or for 
other reasons of the same kind, I thought proper, Sir, 
knowing that in cases of this nature it is usual at Bome 
to apply to the college of priests, to consult you, who are 
the sovereign of that sacred order, as to how you would 
have me act in this case. 



.c. 



LETTER LXXIV. Trajan to Pliny. 

It will be a hardship upon the provincials to oblige 
them to address themselves to the college of priests 
whenever they may have just reasons for removing the 
ashes of their ancestors. In this case, therefore, it will 
be better you should follow the example of the governors 
your predecessors, and grant or deny them this liberty as 
you shall see reasoncible. 

* 'This decUion of Trajan, the effeot of which would be tliat .per- 
ttoDfl would be Blow to adopt an abandoned child which, when brought 
up, its unnatural parents could claim back without any comjienaatTon 
for its nurture, seems harsh, and we find that it was diarogardod by 
the later emperors in their legal decisions on the subject' Ghiurch 
and Brodribb. 
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LETTER LXXV. To the Bmpeiior Trajaw. 

I have eiiquirod, Sir, at PriiBa, for a proper plaoe on 
which to ereot the bath you were pleased to allow that 
city to build, and I have found one to my satisfaction. It 
is upc n the site where formerly, I am told, stood a rery 
beautiful mansion, but which is now entirely fallen into 
ruins. By fixing upon that spot, we shall gain the advan- 
tage of ornamenting the city in a part which at present is 
exceedingly deformed, and enlargins it at the same time 
without removing any of the buildings; only restoring 
one which is fallen to decay. There are some circum- 
stances attending this structure of which it is proper I 
should inform you. Claudius Polyaenus bequeatned it to 
the emperor Claudius Ca&^ar, with directions that a 
temple should be erected to that prince in a colonnade- 
court, and that the remainder of the house should be let 
in apartments. The city received the rents for a consider- 
able time ; but partly by its havine been plundered, and 
partly by its bemg neglected, the whole house, colonnade- 
court, and all, is entirely gone to ruin, and there is now 
scarcely anything remaining of it but the ground upon 
which it stood. If you shall think proper, Sir, either to 
give or sell this epct of ground to the city, as it lies so 
conveniently for their purpose, they will receive it as a 
most particular favour. I intend, with your permission, 
to plaoe the bath in the vacant area, and to extend a range 
of porticoes with seats in that part where the former 
edifice stood. This new erection I purpose dedicating to 
you, by whose bounty it will rise ^ith all the elegance 
and magnificence worthy of your glorious name. I have 
sent you a oopy of the will, by which, though it is in- 
accurate, you will see that Polyaenus left several articles 
of ornament for the embellishment of this house ; but 
these alhO are lost with all the rest: I will, howerer, 
make the strictest enquiry after them that I am able. 
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LETTER LXXVL Trajan to Punt. 

I haye no objection to the Prusenses making use of the 
i^ined court and house, which jou say are untenanted, foi 
the erection of their bath. But it is not sufficiently dear 
by your letter whether the temple in the centre of the 
coluniiade-ouurt wajs actually dedicated to Claudius or not ; 
for if it were, it is still consecrated ground.* 



LETTER LXXVn. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

I have been pressed by some persons to take upon my« 
self the enquiry of causes relating to claims of freedom 
by birth-right, agreeably to a rescript of Domitian's to 
Minucius Kufus, and the practice of former proconsulH. 
But upon casting my eye on the decree of the senate 
concerning cases of this nature, I find it only mention 
the proconsular provinces.! I have therefore, Sir, de- 
ferred interfering in this affair, till I shall receive your 
instructions as to how you would have me proceed. 



LETTER LXXVin. Trajan to Puny. 

If you will send me the decree of the senate, which 
occasioned your doubt, I shall be able to judge whether it 
U proper you should take upon yourself the enquiry ol 
causes relating to claims of freedom by birth-right. 

* And oonsequently by the Boman laws unapplioable to any other 
purpoaa M, 

t The Boman proyinoee in the times of the emperors were of two 
sorts: those which were d:sthigaished by the name of the pravineia§ 
CaetartB and the provineiae genaiut. The pr(mneia§ Ooesarif, or im- 
perial provim-es, were such as the emperor, for reasons of policy, 
reaerred to his own immediate administration, or of those whom he 
thought proper to appoint : the provineiae tenatua, or proconsular pro- 
yinoes, were such as he left to the goYemment of proconsuls or praetors, 
chosen ia the ordinary method of election. (Yid. Suet, in Aug. o. 47.) 
Of the former kind was Bithynia, at the time when our author presidea 
theie. (Yid. MasBon. Yit Plin. p. 133.) M. 
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LETTER LXXIX. To ths Emperor Trajan. 

Julius Largus, of Pontus * (a person whom I never saw, 
nor indeed ever heard his name till latelj^), In oonfidenee, 
Sir, of your distinguishing judgment in mv favour, has 
entmstea me with the execution of the last instance of bis 
loyalty towards you. He has left me, by his will, his 
estate upon trust, in the fimt place to receive out of it fifty 
thousand sesterces f for my own use, and -to apply the re- 
mainder for the benefit of the cities of Heraclea and 
Tios, f either by erecting some public edifice dedicated to 
your honour or instituting athletic games, according as I 
nhall judge proper. These games are to bo celebrated 
every five years, and to be called TrajaiCs garnet. My 
principal reason for acquainting you with this bequest is 
that I may receive your directions which of the respective 
alternatives to choose. 



LETTER LXXX. Trajar to Than. 

By the prudent choice Julius Largus has made of a 
trustee, one would imagine he had known you perfectly 
well. You will consider then what will most tend to 
perpetuate his memory, under the circumstances of the 
respective cities, and make your option accordingly. 



LETTER LXXXl To the Emperor Trajan. 

You acted agreeably, Sir, to your UHual prudencf and 
foresight in ordering the illustrious Calpumins Ma0er to 
send a legionary centurion to Byzantium : you will con- 
sider whether the city of Juliopolis § doe^ not deserve the 

* A proviDoe in Asia, bordering upon the Black Sea^ and by some 
ancient geographers oonaidered as one prorince with Bitaynia. M. 

t About £400. If. 

j Oitiea of Pontns near the Enxine or Black Bea. JIf. 

I Gordinro, the old capital of Fhrygia. It afterwards, in the reicn 
of the emperor Angmtiu, reociTed iheMume of Jnfiopells. (Bee 8mitU*# 
Chunrieal Diet.) 

2 
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tame regard, which, though it ia extremelj nnall, sastainn 
very great burthens, and is so much the more eiposed to 
injnries as it is less capable of resisting them. Whatever 
benefits you shall confer upon that city will in effect be 
advantageous to the whole country : for it is situated at 
the entrance of Bitbynia, and is the town through whioh 
all who travel into this province generally pass. 



LETTER LXXXII. Trajan to Pliny. 

The circumstances of the city of Byzantium are such, by 
the ereat confluence of stran^rs to it, that I held it in- 
cumbent upon me, and consistent with the customs of 
former reig^, to send thither a legionary centurion's guard 
to preserve the privileges of that state. But if we should 
distinguish the city of Juliopolis in the same way, it will 
be introducing a precedent for many others, whose claim 
to that favour will rioe in proportion to their want of 
strength. I have so much oonndence, however, in joiir 
administration as to believe you will omit no method of 
protecting them from injuries. If anv persons shall act 
contraiy ^o the discipline 1 have enjoined, let them be 
instantly corrected; or if they happen to be soldiers, and 
their crimes should be too enormous for immediate chas- 
tisement^ I would have them sent to their ofiScers, with an 
account of the particular misdemeanour you shall find they 
have been guilty of; but if the dislinquents should be on 
their way to Bome, inform me by letter. 



LETTEB LXXXIII. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

By a law of Pom)>ey*s * concerning the Bitbynians, it im 
enacted, Sir, that no person shall be a magistrate, or be 
chosen into the senate, under the age of thirty. By the 
mune law it is declared that those who have exercised tbe 

* Pompey the Great hsTing subdued Mitbridatee, and by that meant 
greatly enlarged the Roman empire, poaeed 8e?eral laws relating to the 
aowly conquered proTmcea, and, among others, that which u beta 
•HAtloned ; as Catanaeus obeer?es from Appian. Jf. 
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office of migistrate are qualified to be members of (he senate. 
Subseqneot to this law, the emperor Augustus publitthed 
an edict, by which it was ordained that persons of the age 
of twenty-two should be capable of btring magistrates. 
The question therefore is whether those who have exercised 
the functions of a magistrate before the age of thirty may 
be legally chosen into the senate by the censors ? * And 
if so, whetheA% by the same kind of constntctioB, they may 
be elected senators, at the age which entitles them to be 
magistrates, though they should not aotually have borne 
any office? A cutftom which, it seems, has hitherto been 
obse^ed, anii is said to be expedient, as it is rather better 
that persons of noble birth should be admitted into the 
senate than those of plebeian rank. The censors elect having 
desired my sentiments upon this point, I was of opinion 
^at both Dv the law of Pompey and the edict of Augustus 
those who nad exercised the masistraoy before the age of 
thirty might be chosen into the senate ; and for thi(» 
reason, becau e the edict allows the office of magistrate to 
be undertaken before thirty; and the laws de<uares that 
whoever has been a magistrate should be e^gible for the 
senate. But with respect to those who never discharge<l 
any office in the state, though they were of the age required 
ioT that purpose, I had some doubt: and therefore. Sir, 
I apply to you for your directions. I have subjoined to 
this letter the heads of the law, together with the edict of 
Augustus. 



LETTER LXXXIY. Trajan to Pliny. 

I agree with you, my dearest Secundus, in your con- 
struction, and am of opinion that the law of Pompey is so 
* far repealed by the edict ef the emperor Augustus that 
those persons who are not less than twenty-two years of 
age may execute the office of magistrates, and, when they 
have, may be received into the senate of their respective 

* The right of electing tenators did not originally belong to the 
eonsors, who wore only, as Oioero somewhere calls them, guardians of 
ihe diteiMne and mannern of ih€ eUy ; but iii process of time they 
engrossed the whole priyilege of conferring that honour. M, 

2 c 2 
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oitioa. But I think that they who are under thirty years 
of age, and have not discharged the function of a ni'iffis- 
trate, cannot, np«>n pretenoe that in point of years they 
were competent to the office, legiUy oe elected into the 
senate of their several communities. 



LETT£li LXXXV. To the Empebob Trajan. 

Whilst I was despatohing some public affEtii*s, Sir, at my 
apartments in Piusa,* at the foot of 01yropu8, with the 
intention of leaving that city the same day, the magistrate 
Asclepiades informed me that Eumolpus had appealed to 
me from a motion which Cocoeianus Dion made in their 
senate. Dion, it seems, having been appointed supervisor 
of a public building, desired that it might be assigned | to 
the city in form. Eumolpus, who was counsel for Flavins 
Archippus, insisted that Dion should fir>t be required to 
deliver in his accounts relating to this work, before it was 
assigned to the corporation ; suggesting that he had not 
acted in the manner he ought. He added, at the fame 
time, that in this building, in which your statue is erected, 
the bodies of Dion*s wife and son a^e entombed, $ and 
urged me to hear this cause in the public court of judica- 
ture. Upon my at once assenting to his request, and 
deferring my journey for that purpose, he desired a longer 
day in order to prepare matters for hearing, and that I 
would try this cause in some other city. I appointed the 
city of Nicea ; where, when I had taken my seat, the same 
Eumolpus, pretending not to be yet sufficiently instructed, 
moved that the trial might be again put off: Dion, on the 
contrary, insisted it should be heard. They debated this 

* See letter xvt note % . 

t Thia, probably, was aon^e act whereby the oitv was to ratify and 
eonfirm the proceedings of Dion under the commission assigned to him. 

X It was a notion whioli generally prevailed with the ancients, 
in the Jewish as well as heathen world, that tliere was a poUution in 
the contact of dead bodies, and this they extended to the very bouse 
in which the corpse lay, and even to the uncovered vessels that stood in 
the same room. (YiU. Put. Antiq. v. ii. 181.) From some such opinion 
•s this it is probable that the circumstance here mentioned, of placing 
Trajan's statue where these bodies were deposited, was esteemed us a 
uiark of disrespect to his person. 
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point yery fully on both sides, and entered a litUe into 
the merits of the cause ; when being of opinicn that it was 
reasonable it should be adjonmed, and tninking it proper 
to 0(»nsQlt with yon in an afiair whioh was of consequence 
in point of precedent, I directed them to exhibit the Miicles 
of their respective allegations in writing; for I was de- 
sirous you sbould judge from their own representations of 
the state of the qucMtion between them. Dion promised to 
comply with this direction, and Eumolpus also assured me 
he would draw up a memorial of what he had to allege on 
the part of the oommunit/. But he added that, being only 
concerned as advocate on behalf of Archippus, whose in- 
structions he had laid before me, he had no charge to bring 
with respect to the supulchres. Archippus, however, for 
whom Eumolpus was counsel here, as at rrusa, assured me 
lie would himself present a charge in form upon this head. 
But neither Eumolpus nor Archippus (though I have 
waited several days for that purpose^ have yet performed 
their engagement : Dion indeed nas ; and I have annexed 
his memorial to this letter. I have inspected the buildings 
in question, where I find your statue is placed in a library 
and as to the edifice in which the bodies of Dion's wife and 
son are said to be deposited, it btands in the middle of a 
court, which is enclosed with a colonnade. Dei^n, therefore, 
i entreat you, Sir, to direct my judgment m the deter- 
mination of this cause above all others, as it is a point to 
which the public is greatly attentive, and necessarily so, 
since the fact is not only acknowledged, but countenanced 
by many precedents. 



LETTER LXXXVL Trajan io Flint. 

You well know, my dearest Secundus, that it is my 
standing maxim not to create an awe of my person by 
severe and rieorous measures, and by construing eveiy 
slight offidnce into an act of treason ; you had no reason, 
therefore, to hesitate a moment upon the point concerning 
which you thought proper to consult me. Without enter- 
ing therefore into the merits of that question (to which I 
would by no means give anv attention, though there were 
•ver so many instances of the same kind), I recommend to 
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your care the examination of Dion's acoounts relating to 
the publio works which he has finished ; as it is a case in 
which the intere<>t of the city is concerned, and as Dion 
neither onght nor, it seems, does refuse to bubmit to the 
examination. 



LETTER LXXXYII. To the Emperob Trajan. 

The Niceans having, in the name of their oomu unity, 
conjured me. Sir, by all my hopes and wishes for your 
prosperity and immortal glory (an adjuration which is and 
ought to be most sacred to me), to present to you their 

r^tition, I did not think myself at liberty to refuse them : 
have therefore annexed it to this letter. 



LETTER LXXXVIII. Trajan to Puny. 

The Niceans. I find, claim a right, by an edict of 
Augustus, to the estate of every citizen who dieti intestate. 
You will therefore sniumon the several parties interested 
in this question, and, examining these pretensions, with 
tlie asi^istance of the procurators Virdius Qemellinus, and 
Epimachus, my freedman (having duly weighed every 
argument that shall be alleged against the claim), determine 
as shall appear most equitable. 



LETTER LXXXIX. To the Emperor Trajan. 

May this and many succeeding birthdays be attended. 
Sir, with the highest felicity to you ; and may you, in the 
midst of an uninterrupted course of health and prosperity, 
be still adding to the inoiease of that immortal glory 
which your virtues justly merit I 



LETTiER XC. Trajan to Pliny. 

Your wishes, my dearest Secundus, for my enjoyment of 
many happv birtndays amidst the glory and prosperity 
of the reounlio were extremely agreeable to me. 
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LETTER XGI. To thb Empbror Trajav. 

• 

The inhabitants of Sinope * are ill supplied, Sir, with 
with water, which however may be brought thither from 
about sixteen miles' distance in great plenty and perfection. 
The ground, indeed, near the source of this spring is, for 
rather over a mile, of a very suspioiuus and marshy nature : 
but I have directed an eiamination to be made (which will 
be effected at a small expense) whether it is sufficiently 
firm- to support any superstructure. I have taken care to 
provide a saffioient fund for tliis purpose, if yon should 
approve. Sir, of a work so conducive to the health and 
enjoyment of this colony, greatly distressed by a soaroity 
of water. 



LETTER XCIL Trajan to Punt. 

I would have you prooeed, my dearest Seoundus, in care- 
fully examining whether the ground you suspect is firm 
enough to support an nqueduotl For I have no manner of 
doubt that the Sinopian colony ought to be supplied with 
water ; provided their finances will bear the expense of a 
work so conducive to their health and pleasure. 



LETTEB XCIIL To thb Emperob Trajan. 

The free and confederate city of the Amiseni f enjoys, . 
by your indulgence, the privilege of its own law8. A 
memorial being presented to me mere, concerning a chari- 
table institution,} I have subjoined it to this letter, that 

* A thriTiog Greek colony in the territory of Sinopis, on the Enxine. 

t A colony of Athenians in the province of Pontus. Their towi\, 
Aiiiisiifl, on we wast, was one of the residences of Mithridates. 

X Oaosabon, in his observations upon Theophrestns (as cited by one 
of the commentators), informs ns that there were ^t Athens and other 
cities of Greece certain fraternities which paid into a common chest a 
monthly contribution towards the support of snch of their members 
who had fallen into misfortunes ; upon condition that, if ever ther 
arrived to more prosperous oiroumstances, they should repay into Ihit 
geuerai frmd the money to advanced. M, 



('■ 
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you may consider, Sir, whether, and how far, thia society 
ought to be licensed or prohibited. 



LETTER XCIV. Trajan to Pliny. 

If the petition of (he Amiseni which you have transmitted 
to me, concerning the establishment of a charitable society, 
be agreeable to their own laws, which by the articles of 
alliance it is stipulated they shall enjoy, I shall not 
oppose it ; especially if these contributions are employed, 
not for the purposes of riot and faction, but for the support 
of the indigent. In other cities, however, whicn are 
subject to our laws, I would have all assemblies of this 
nature prohibited. 

k^ETTER XCV. To thb Emperor Tiiajan. 

Suetonius Tranqnillus, Sir, is a most excellent, honour- 
able, and learned man. I was so much pleased with his 
tastes and diMposition that I have long since invited him 
into my family, as my constant guest and domestic friend ; 
and my affection for him increased the more I Jcnew of him. 
Two reasuns concur to render the privilege * which the 

* By tiie law for encouragement of matrimonj (some acoount of 
which has already been given in tlie notes aboveX as a penalty upon 
those who lived hiichelnrs, they were declared incapable of inheritmg 
any legacy by will ; so likewise, if being married, they liad no ehildren, 
they could not elaim the lull adYantag^t of btDefiictions of that kind.* 
Thus Kaevoltts, in Juvenal, very humorously urges his gallantries in his 
friend's family, as a meritorious piece of service which be had doue him. 

* NuUum ergo merUwn nt^ ingrate ao perjide, nW/ina, 
Quod Ubifiiioltu^ veljilia midhir exmef — 
JwapareiUis hahes ; propter me acnberia herea; 
Zegatum omne capis, necnon et duhe oaduoum* 

' And ow'ftt tboQ nothing then, ingrate I to me, 
That from my loins you sons and daughters see 7 
A parent's privilege by ms you gain. 
And the rich legacy in fiM obtain.' 

Pliny therefore alludes to this law when he mentions the bounties of 

* Lipsi Ezcurs. in Tac. An. iii. e. 24. 
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law grants to those who have three ohildren particularly 
necessary to him ; I mean the bounty of his friends, and 
the illHsuccess of his marriage. Those advantages, there- 
fore, which nature has denied to him, he hopes to obtain 
from your goodness, by my intercession. I am thoroughly 
sensible, Sir, of the value of the privilege I am asking ; 
but I know, too, I am asking it from one whose gracious 
compliance with all mv desires I have amply experienced. 
How pasMionately I wish to do so in- the present instance, 
you will judge by my thus requesting it in my absence ; 
which I would not, had it not been a fftvour which I aiu 
niore than ordinarily anxious to obtain. 



LETTER XOVI. Trajan to Punt. 

You cannot but be sensible, my dearest Secundufl, hoif 
reserved 1 am in granting favours of the kind yr»u desire ; 
havine frequently declared in the senate that I had not 
exceeded the number of which I assund that illubtrioiis 
order I would be contented with. I have yielded, however^ 
to your request, and have ditected an article to be inserted 
in my register, that I have conferred upon Tranquillus, on 
my usual condiiions, the piivilege which the law grants to 
tliese who have three children. 



•^LETTER XOVII.* To thr Emperor Trajan. 

It is my invariable rule, Sir, to refer to you in all 
mHttet'R where I feel doubtful; for who is more capable 
of removing my scruples, or informing my ignorance? 

Tranquillui^s deceased friends, as one reason whj it was expedient for 
him to obtain th« Jut irium Uberorum^ tIz. in order to entitle him to 
the full benefit uf their several bequests. M, 

* Thi^ letter i« esteemed as almost the onlj genuine monument of 
uodestastioal autiauity relating to the times immediately suoceeding 
the Apostles, it heing written at most not above forty yean afler tiie 
death of St. Paul It was preserved by the Christians themselves as 
a clear and unsuspicious evidence of the purity of their doctrines, and 
is freaaently appealed to by the early writers of the Ohurcb against 
the ouJumuies of theur adTersaiies. ML 
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Having never been present at any trials oonoeniing thosa 
who profess Christianity, I am unaoquained not only with 
the nature of their crimes, or the measure of their punish- 
ment, but how far it is proper to enter into an examination 
concerning them. Whether, therefore, any difference is 
usually made with respect to ages, or no distinction is to 
be observed between the young and the adult; whether 
repentance entitles them to a pardon; or if a man has 
been once a Ohrislian, it avails nothing to desist from his 
error; whether the very profession of Christianity, un- 
attended vfith any criminal act, or only the crimes them- 
selves inherent in the profession are punishable; on all 
these points I am in great doubt. In the meanwhile, the 
method I have observed towards those who have been 
brought before me as Christians is this: I asked them 
whether they were Christians; if they admitted it, I re- 
peated the question twice, and threatened them with 
punishment; if they persisted, I ordered them to be 
at once punished: for I was persuaded, whatever the 
nature of their opinions might be, a contumacious and 
inflexible ob;itinacy certainly deserved correction. There 
were others also brought before me possessed with the 
same infatuation, but being Roman citizens,* I directed 
them to be sent to Rome. But this crime spreading (as is 
usually the case) while it was actually under pro^^eoution, 
several instances of the same nature occurred. An auony- 
mous information was laid before me, containing a charge 
against several persons, who upon examination denied 
they were Christians, or had ever been so. They repeated 
after me i^n invocation to the godti, and offered religious 
lites with wine and inoense before your statue (which for 
that purpose I had ordered to be brought, together with 
thohe of the godti), and even reviled the name of Christ : 
whereas there is no forcing, it is said, those who ure really 
Christians into any of these compliances : I thought it 
proper, therefore, to discharge them. Some among those 
who were accused by a witness in person at flr^t confessed 

* It was one of the privileges of a Roman oitizen, secured by the 
bcmpronian law, that he oould not bo capitidly conYictcd but by tho 
suffrugo of the pe(»ple ; which seems to have been still lio far in force 
as to make it necessary to send the persons here mentioned to Rome. M 
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themselyes ChriBtians, but imtnediatelj after denied it' 
the rest owned indeed that they had been of that number 
formerly, but had now (some above three, others more, and 
a few aooye twenty years ago) renounced that error. They 
alL worshipped your statue and the images of the g^ods, 
uttering imprecations at the same time against the name 
of Christ They affirmed the whole of their guilt, or their 
eiTor, was, that they met on a stated day before it was 
light, and addressed a form of praver to Christ, as to a 
divinity, binding themselves by a solemn oath, not for the 
purposes of any wicked design, but never to commit any 
fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor 
deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it 
up ; after which it was their custom to separate, and then 
reassemble, to eat in common a harmless meal. From this 
custom, however, they desisted after the publication of my 
edict, by which, according to your commands, I forbade 
the meeting of any aB;$eniblies. After receiving this ac- 
count, I judged it so much the more necessary to endoavour 
to extort the real truth, by putting two female slaves to 
the torture, who were said to officiate * in their religious 
rites : but all I could discover was evidence of an absurd 
and .extravagant superstition. I deemed it expedient, 
therefore, to adjourn all further proceedings, in order to 
consult you. For it appears to be a matter highly desei-v- 
ing your consideration, more especially as great numbers 
must be involved in the danger of theKC prosecutions, which 
have already extended, and are still hkelv to extend, to 
persons of all ranks and ages, and even of both sexes. In 
fact, this contagious superstition is not confined to the cities 
only, but has spread its infection among the neighbouring 
villages and country. Neyertheless, it still seems possible 
to iBstrain its progress. The temples, at least, which were 
once almost deserted, begin now to be frequented; and 
the sacred rites, after a long intermission, are again re- 

« 

* These women, it Is nippoeed, ezeroieed the same office •■ Phoebe 
mentioned br St. Paul, whom be styles deeeonen of the church of 
Cenchrea. Their butineas was to tend the poor and sick, and other 
eltaritable offloee ; as alao to assist at the ceremony of female baptism, 
for the more decent performance of that rite : as YoBsius obeerves 
upon this passage JL 



[ 
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vived ; while there is a general demand for the victims, 
which till lately found very few purchasers. From all this 
it is easy to conjecture what numhers might he reclaimed 
if a general pardon were granted to those who shall i*epent 
of their error. 

LETTER XOVin. Trajan to Puny. 

You have adopted the right course, my dearest Secnndus 
in investigating the charges against the Ghristians whc 
were brought b^foi-e y(»u. It is not possible to lay down any 
general rule for all such cas* s. Do not go out of your way 
to look for them. If indeed they should be brought before 
you, and the crime is proved, they must be punished;* 

* If we impartially examine this proseoution of the Ohriatianfl, we 
Bliall find it to huve been grounded on the ancient constitution of the 
htate, and not to have proceeded from a cruel or arbitrary temper in 
Trajan. The Roman legislature appears to have been early jealous «jf 
any innovation in point of public worship; and we find the magis- 
trates, during the old republic, frequently interposing in cases of tnat 
nature. Valerius Muximus has collected some instances to that pur- 
pose (L. i. c. 8), and Livy mentions it as an established principle 
of the earlier ages of the commonwealth, to guard against the m- 
troduction of foreign ceremonies of religion. * Quotie§ ' (says that 
excellent historian, speaking in the person of one of the consuls who 
is addressing liimself to the people) * quoties hoe patrun avorumque 
aeiaU negotium eU magUtreUibus acUum, ut aaora externa fieri vetarent f 
Judica ant enimj^rudentUtimi viri — nihil aeque dieiolvendae religionie 
et$e, quam ubi non wUrio^ $ed extemo ritu iaeriflearetur,* (L. xxxix. 
c. IG.) It was an old and fixed maxim likewise of the Roman govern- 
ment not to suflfer any unlicensed assemblies of the people ; and of 
this Livy also is a voucner : *MaJore$ veUri ' (says be) * ne vo» qnidem 
niii quum,* &c. ; */orte iemere eoire noluerunt ; et vbieunque mwtitwfo 
eetet, ibi ei legitimum reetorem muUitwiinie eentebant debere mm.* 
(L. XXX vi. c 25.) From hence it seems evident that the Christians 
liad rendered themselves obnoxious not so much to Trajan as to the 
ancient and eetUed laws of the state, by introducing a foreign worship, 
and assembling themselves without authority. M, 

We are not uerefore to judge of the proceedings in question by the 
rules we should apply to cases of the same nature in our own times. 
Tlie established religion of the Romans was no other, in tlie judgment 
and confession of tlieir best writers, than an engine of state, which 
eould not be shaken without the utmust danger, or rather, perhaps, 
without the total subversion of their civil government. Acoordingly> 
ve find them strongly inculcating a tenacious observance of all its 



LBTTIR 09.] THK LETTEBS OF PLIKT. 307 

with the restriction, howeTor,that where the party denivM 
He is a OhriBtian, and shall make it evident that he is not, 
hy invoking our gods, let him ^notwiths'anding any former 
riuspioion) he pardoned upon his repentance. Anonymous 
infoiTnations ought not to he received in any sort of pro- 
secution. It is introducing a very dangerous preoedeiit, 
and is quite foreign to the spirit of our age. 



LETTER XCIX. To the Empbrob Trajak. 

The elegant and heautiful dty of Amastris,* Sir* has, 
among other principal constructions, a very fine street and 
of oonsiderahle length, on one entire side of which runs 
what is called indeed a river, hut in fact is no other than a 
vile common sewer, extremely offensive to the e^^e, and at 
the same time very pestilential on aocount of its noxious 
smell, it will he advantag^^oas, therefore, in point of 
health, as well as decency, to have it covered ; which shall 



rites: 'Mt^orum intlituta tueri* (pKyn Oiceto) ^ioerU caeremaniitpie 
reHnendis, tapienUs est ' (De Leg.). Nor it this principle, if the oh- 
Bervation of the celebrated Machiavel it just, peculiar (o the Roman 
state, but of universal truth in politics; for be lays it down as a 

Seneral maxim, that, * wherever the religion of anv state ftdls into 
isreeard and contempt, it is impossible for that state to subsist long * 
(Ma<m. Disoorsi sopra tit. Jay,), This case therefore is to be considered 
in a civil, not a religious view ; as a matter of state, not of specula- 
tion ; wherein the lenity and moderation both of the emperor and 
his minister deserve to be applauded, as they are neither of them for 
pushing the matter as fiw as they most certainly miffht, bad they acted 
strictty up to the aneieni and fundamenidl laws of their country. JIf. 
The circumstance that attended the Ghristian assemblies being held 
at an unusual hour (* ante lueem,' as Plinv tells us) seems to have raised 
a surmise that thev were of tiie Bacchanalian kind. For it is ex- 
tremely observable that in the account which the Ghristians here give 
of the true design of their meetins; the^ justify themselves from tho 
very crimes with which the Bacchanalians had been charged; inti- 
mating, it should seem, that they themselves had been taxed with the 
same : *m Boeramenio non ad teeitu aliquod dbdringere ; $ed ne A^rto, ne 
lairooinlaf ne adtiUeria committererU,nefidemfatterent,* Ac, wiiich runs 
exactly parallel with the accusation againot the ftiacohanalians, as it 
stands in Livy : * Nee unum ge/nue noaae, etupra promieeua,* Ac, ' ted 
fdtti teeUif faiea eigna tetUmoniaqme et indicia ex eadem 'tfieina exi* 
lafi<'(Uv. I.xxxix.0.8). M. 
* oil the coast of Paphlagonia. 
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be dune with 3*oiir permission : as I will talie care, on my 
part, that money be not wanting for executing so noble 
and neoessary a work. 



LETTEB 0. Trajan to Puny. 

It is highly reasonable, my dearest Secundus, if the 
water which runs through the city of Amastris is pi^e- 
judicial, while uncoyered, to the health of the inhabitantK, 
that it should be covered up. I am well assured you will, 
with your usual application, take care that the money 
necessary for this work shall not be wanting. 



LETTEB CI. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

We have celebrated, Sir, with great jo}' and festivity, 
tliose votive solemnities which were publicly proclaimed 
aa formerly, and renewed them the present year, acoom- 
panied by the soldiers and provincials, who zealously 
joined with us in imploring the gods that they would be 
gituiiously pleased to preserve you and the republic in 
that state of prosperity which your many and gretit 
virtues, particularly your piety and reverence towards 
them, so justly merit. 



LETTEB OIL Trajan to Puny. 

It was ikgi'ceable to me to learn by your letter that the 
army and the provincials seconded you, with the mobt 
joyful unanimity, in those vows which you paid and 
renewed to the immortal gods for my preservation and 
prosperity. 



LETTEB OIII. To the Emperor Trajan. 

We have celebrated, with all the warmth of that pious 
seal we justly ought, the day on which, by a most happy 
luccession, the protect 'on of mankind was committed over 
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into jour hands ; recommendiug to the gods, from wliom 
you received the empire, the object of yonr public vows 
and oongpratnlations. 



LETTER CIV. Trajah to Puhy. 

I was extremely well pleased to he informed hy your 
letter that yon had, at the head of the soldiers and tho 
provincials, solemnised my accession to the empire with all 
due joy and zeal. 



LETTER OV. To run Empbror Trajan. 

Yalerins Paulinus, Sir, having hequeafhed to me the 
right of patronage* over all his freedmen, except one, I 
in treat you to grant the freedom of Rome to three of them. 
To desire you to extend this favour to all of them would, 
I fear, he too unreasonable a trespass upon yonr indul- 

fence ; which, in proportion as I have amply experienced, 
ought to be so much the more cautious in trouhling. 
The persons for whom I make this request are 0. Valerius 
Astraeus, 0. Valerius Dionysius, and 0. Valerius Aper. 



LETTER CVI. Trajan to Tuny. 

You act most generously in po early soliciting in favour 
of those whom Valeriiis Paulinus has confided to your 
trust. I have accordingly granted the freedom of the city 
to such of his freedmen for whom you requested it, and 
have directed the patent to be registered : I am ready to 
confer the same on the rest, whenever you shall desire 
me. 

* By the Papimi law, which passed in the consulship of M. Papius 
MutiluS and Q. Poppeat Secnnrlns, v.o. 761, if a freedman died ^orth 
a hundred thousand sesterces (or ahout £800 of our money), leaving 
only one child, his patron (that is, the master from whom lie reoeiTeil 
his liberty) was entitled to half his estate ; if he left two children, to 
one-third ; but if more than two, then the patron was absolutely ex- 
Bladed» This was afterwards altered by Jostinian, Inst L iiL lit 8. AC 
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LETTER OVII. To the Empseob Tejuakt. 

P. Attms Aqnila, a centurion of the sixth equestrian 
cohort, requestecL me, Sir, to transmit his petition to vou, 
in favour of his daughter. I thought it would be unkind 
to refuse him this service, isnowing, as I do, with what 
]>atience and kindness you attend to the petitions of th» 
soldiers. 



LETTEB CVm. Teajan to Pliny. 

I have read the petition of P. Attius Aquila, oenturion 
cf the sixth equentnan cohort, which you sent to me ; and 
in compliance with his request, I have conferred upon his 
daughter the freedom of the citv of Bome. I send you 
at the same time the patent, which you will deliver to 
him. 



LETTER OIX. To the Emfeeob Trajan. 

I request, Sir, vour directions with respect to the 
lecovenng those debts which are due to the cities oi 
Bithj'uia and Pontus, either for rent, or ^oods sold, or 
upon any other consideration. I find they nave a privi* 
lege conceded to them by several proconsuls, of being 
preferred to other creditors; and tnis custom has pre- 
vailed as if it had been established by law. Your pru- 
dence, I imagine, will think it necessary to enact some 
ft^ettled rule, by which their rights may always be secured. 
For the edicts of others, how wisely soever founded, are 
but feeble and temporary ordinances, unless confirmed and 
sanctioned by your authority. 



LETTER ex. Tbajan to Puny. 

The right which the cities either of Pontus or Bithynia 
claim relating to the recovery of debts of whatever kind, 
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dne to their several oommnnitieB, xniist be determined 
agreeably to their respeotive laws. Whei-e any of these 
communities enjoy the privilege of being preferred to 
other creditors, it must be maintained ; but, where no snch 

Privilege prevails, it is not just I should establish one, in 
rejudioe of private property. 



LETTEB OXI. To tub Emfbror Trajan. 

The solicitor to the treasury of the oil^ of Amisis insti- 
tuted a claim, Sir, before me against Juhus Piso of about 
forty thousand denarii,* presented to him by the public 
above twenty years ago, with the consent of the general 
council and assembly of the city : and he founded his 
demand upon certain of your edicts, by which donations of 
this kind are prohibited. Piso, on the other hand, asserted 
that he had conferred laree sums of money upon the com- 
mnnity, and, indeed, had thereby expended almost the 
whole of his estate. He insisted upon the length of timo 
which had intervened since this donation, and hoped th'it 
he should not be compelled, to the ruin of the remaini'ter 
of his fortunes,! to refund a present which had been 
granted him lone since, in return for many good offices he 
had done the city* For this reason, Sir, I thouglit it 

* About £1400. 

f The tnnalator has Tentuzed to giro this sense to reUmtae dignitaiU, 
It If, he oonfeflseSf.a yeryunoommon, perhaps the single, Instanoe of the 
word digniioB behig used in that meaning ; itill, however, the context^ 
together with the epithet whioh is Joined with it, will, he imagines, 
clearly justify him. There is nothing in the nature of this ease to 
make it reasonable to suppoee that the dignity of Juliua Piso should 
be impeached : as little u it to be collected from anythinir contained 
in this letter, or Tmjan's answer. The acUeotive reUqua being added 
to dignUoi removes every suspicion of its signifying honour (bb the 
ingenious French translator, Mons. de Sacey, and his humble cq>ier, the 
liuian Tedesohi, have rendered it), for honour scarce admits of frac- 
tions, and there can be no remainder ailer a subtraction of that kind. 
The truth, it should seem, is that, as the yalue of a man's estate waS| 
among the Romans, a necessary aualiflcation to render him capable of 
the d&nities ol the commonwealth, our author, by a figure of speech, 
puts wgnUa* Xotfa/oMu ; the consequent (to speak in uie iMiguage • 
the giammatians) fior the anteoedeni Jf. 

2 V 
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neo o a aa ry to suspend giving any judgment in this cause 
till I shall receive your directions. 



LETTEB OX 1 1. Trajan to Punt. 

Though by my edicts I have ordained that no largesses 
shall be given out of the public money, yet, that num- 
berless private persons may not be disturbed in the secure 
possession of their fortunes, those donations which have 
t>een made long since ought not to be called in question or 
revoked. We will not therefore enquire into anything 
that has been transacted in this affair so long ago as twenty 
years ; for I would be no less attentive to secure the repose 
of every private man than to preserve the treasure of 
every public community. 



LETTEB CXin. To thb Emperor Trajan. 

The Pompeian law. Sir, wl^o^^js obs§n£dua.^ntii8 
and Bithypia, does not direct that any money for., their 
admission shall be^iaid in . by JbfiSfi who ara.filfiQttd.iii to 
the senate by the Qensors.. .11^ h»s, however, beeii usual for 
buph members as have been admitted into those assen^bli^* 
in pursuance of the privilege which you w^ pleased .io 
}:;rant to some particular cities, of receiving above their 
legal number, to pay one * or two thousand denarii t on 
their election. Subsequent to this, the proconsul Anicius 
Mazimus ordained (though indeed his edict related to 
some few cities only) that those who were elected by the 
censors should also pay into the treasury a certain sum, 
which varied in difi&rent places. It remains, therefore, 
for your consideration whether it would not be proper to 
settle a certain fixed sum for each member who is elected 
into the councils to pay upon his entrance; for it well 
becomes you, whose every word and action deserves to 
be immortalised, to e8tablish laws that shall endure f jr 
ever. 

/* About £aS. t Abool £7(L 
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LETTEB CXIV. Trajan to Punt. 

I oan give no general directions applicable to all the 
cities of Bithvnia, in relation to those who are elected 
members of their respective councils, whether they shull 
}>ay an honorary fee upon their admittance or not. I think 
that the safest method which can be pnrsned is to follow 
the particular laws of each city ; and I also think that the 
censors ought to make the sum le»i for those who are 
cliosen into the senate contrary to their indlinatibns than 
tor the rest. ., 



LETTER GXY. To the Empbror Trajan. 

The Pompeian law, Sir, allows the Bithynians to give 
the freedom of their respective cities to any person tney 
think proper, provided he is not a foreigner, but native of 
some of the cities of this province. The same law specific'^ 
the particular causes for which the censoi-s may expel any 
member the senate, but makes no mention of foreigners. 
Certain of the censors therefore have desired my opinion 
whether they ought to expel a member if he should happen 
to be a foreigner. But 1 thought it necessary to receive 
your instructions in this case ; not only because the law, 
though it forbids foreigners to be admitted citizens, does 
not direct that a senator shall be expelled for the same 
reason, but because I am informed tnat in every city in 
the province a great number of the senators are foreignera i 
If, tnerefore, this clause of the law, which seems to bo ' 
antiquated by a long custom to the contrary, should be 
enforced, many cities, as well as private persons, must 
be injured by it. I have annexed the heads of this liw 
to my letter. 



LETTEB OXVI. Trajan to Punt. 

You might well be doubtful, mj dearest Secundus, what 
reply to give to the censors, who consulted you concerning 
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thoir right to eleot into the senate foreign citizens, though 
of the same province. The authority of the law on one 
side, and long oustiim prevailing against it on the other, 
might justly occasion you to liesitate. The proper mean to 
ohserve in this caHe will be to make no change in what is 
past, but to allow those senators who are already elected, 
though contrary to law, to keep their seats, to whatever 
city they may belong ; in all future elections, however, to 
pursue &e directions of the Pompeian law : for to give it 
a retrospective operation would necessarily introduce great 
confusion. 



hJbt 



ETTEB CXVH To thb EifPKBOR Trajan. 

It is customary here upon any person taking the manly* 
robe, solemnising his marriage, entering upon the cilice of 
a magistrate, or dedicating any public work, to invite the 
whole senate, together with a considerable part of the 
commonalty, and distribute to each of the company one 
or two denarii. f I request you to inform >me whether you 
think proper this ceremony should be observed, or how far 
you approve of i^ For myself, though I am of opinion 
that upon 8ome occasions, especially those of public festi- 
vals, this kind of invitation may be permittea, yet, when 
carried so far as to diaw together a tnousand persons, and 
sometimes more, it seems to be going beyond a reasonable 
lumber, and heis somewhat the appearance of ambitious 
argesses. 



y. 



LETTER CXVIII. Trajan to Punt. 

You very justly apprehend that those public invitations 
which extend to an immoderate number of people, and 
where the dole is distributed, not singly to a few acquaint- 
ances, but, as it were, to whole collective bodies, may be 

* See note f, page IS. 

t The denarius = 8|(i. The Bum total, then, dUtribnt^ among one 
thtuBfind persons at the rate ot, eaj, two denarii a piece would amount 
about J^O. 
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turned to the &otiou8 ptirpoRes of ambition, xtwi I ap- * 
pointed yon to your present gOTemment, ftilly relying npun 
your pmdenoe, and m the persuasion that you would take 
proper measures for regulating the manners and settling 
the peace of the provinoe. — 



LETTER OXIX. To thb Emp£ror Trajan. 

The athletio Victors, Sir, in the Iselastio * games, con- 
eeive that the stipend you have established for the con- 
querors becomes due from the day they are crowned : for 
it is not at all material, they say, what time they were 
triumphantly conducted into their country, but whsn they 
merited that honour. On the contrary, when I consider 
the meaning of the term Isekulic, I am strongly inclined 
to think that it is intended the stipend should commence 
from the time of their public entry. They likewise peti- 
tion to be allowed the treat you give at those cdmbatn 
which you have converted into Iselastic. though they were 
conquerors before the appointment of that institution : for 
it is but reasonable, they assert, that they should receive 
the reward in this instance, as they are deprived of it at 
those eames which have been divested of the honour of 
l^eing Iselastic, since their yictory. But I am very doubt- 
ful, whether a retrospect should be admitted in the case in 
question, and a reward given, to which the claimants had 
no right at the time they obtained the vict(>ry. I beg, 
therefore, you would be pleased to direct my judgment in 
these points, by explaining the intention of your own 
benefactions. 

* These games are called iBsUutie fh>m the Qreek word clv^cXa^vw, 
inveihor, he^use the victors, drawn hv white horses, and wearing 
crowns on their heads, were oondncted with great pomp into their 
respectiye cities, which Hhej entered through a breach in the walls 
made for that pnrpoae ; intunating, as Plutarch obsenres, that a city 
which produoed such able and victorious citizens, had little occasion 
for the d^ence of walls (Oatanaeus). They received also annually a 
eertain hononxable stipend fhim the public. M, 
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LETTEB CXX. Trajan to Pumt. 

The stipend appointed for the conqueror in the IselasHo 
games ought not, I think, to commence till he makes his 
triumphant entry into his city. Nor are the prizes, at 
those combats which I thought proper to make Iselastio, 
to be extended backwards to those who were victors 
before that alteration took place. Witb regard to the 
plea which these athletic combatants urffe, that they 
oueht to receive the Iselastio prize at tnose combats 
which have been made Iselastio subsequent to their 
conquests, as they are denied it in the same case where 
the games have ceased to be so, it proves nothing in theii 
favour ; for notwithstanding any new arrangement which 
has been made relating to these games, they are not called 
upon to return the recompense which they received prioi 
to such alteration. 



LETTEB OXXI. To tht Emperor Trajan. 

I have hitherto never. Sir, granted an order for 
post-chaises * to any person, or upon any occasion, but ia 
affairs that relate to your administration. I find myself, 
however, at present under a sort of necessity of breaking 
through this fixed rule. My wife having received an 
account of her grand&ther's f death, and being desirous to 
wait upou her aunt^ with all possible expedition, I 
thought it would be unkind to deny her the use of this 
privilege ; as the grace of so tender an office consists in 
the early discharge of it, and as I well knew a journey 
which was founded in filial piety oould not fail of youi 
approbation. I should think myself highly ungrateful 
therefore, were I not to acknowledge that, amung other 
great obligations which I owe to your indulgence, I havo 
this in particular, that, in confidence of your favour, I 
have ventured to do, without consulting you, what would 
have been too late had I waited for your consent. 

* See letter zxi?. of this book, and the note there. iC 
f Fabatus. % Uispulla. 
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LETTER CXXII. Trajan to Pliht, 

You did me justice, my dearest secundus, in confiding 
in my affection towarda yon. Without doubt, if you hmd 
waited for my oonsent to forward your wife in her journey 
by means of Uiose warrants which I have entrusted to your 
care, the use of them would not have answered your pnr- 

Eose ; since it was proper this visit to her aunt should 
ave the additional recommendation of bcdng paid with 
all possible expedition. 



( M ) 



INDEX 

or 

^(AHES OF THOSE TO WHOM THE FOREGOING LETTEBfl 

ARE ADDRESSED. 



*«* The Numeral re/en to <;<« Book, the Figure to the EpitOe, 



Acilios, iii. 14 

Albinus, ^vi. 10 

AniaDUS, iu 16 

Antooiniu, iv. 8, 18 ; y. 10 

ApolliimriB, iL 9 : y. 6 

Ariston, v. 8; TiiL 14 

Arrianns, i. 2; ii. II, 12; iy. 8, 12; 

. vi. 2 ; vlil. 21 
Atriua Clemeha, L 10 
AuffnriniiB, ix. 8 
Ayitus, ii. 

Bassnn, !▼. 23 
BebiuB Hispaniu, i. 24 

Calefltrius Tiro, i. 12 
Calpurnia, ▼!. 4, 7 ; ylL 5 
Oalyina, ii. 4 
Calyiiiiiis, ii. 20; iiL 1, 19; y. 7; 

yiii. 2 ; ix. 6 
aininiuB. ii. 8 ; iii. 7 ; yi. 21 ; yii. 18 ; 

yiii. 4 ; ix. 88 
GaniniiM Rntaa, i 8 
Gapiio, y. 8 
GaiUins, iif. 12 
Gatilias Seyeras, i. 22 
Oeler, tii. 17 
Celerina. Soe PompAia 
Oereali8,iL19; iy. 21 
Clanu. See SeptitiuB 
Clemens, iy. 2 
Coocia (aud her husband Spnrinaa), 

iiL 10 



Colon, iz. 9 

Corellia Hispalla, iii. 3; iy. 19 

yii. 14; yitl. 11 
Cornelianns, yi. 31 
Cornelius. See Fnscus 
Comutus, yii. 21, 31 

Erncius, i. 16 

Fabatus, iy. 1; y. 12; yi. 12, 80: 
yii. 11, 16, 28,32; yiii. 10 

Fabius. See Justus 

Faloo (Pompeius), i. 23; iy. 27; 
yii. 22 : iz. 15 

Feroz, yii. 13 

Firmus, i. 19 

Flacous, y. 12 

Fundauus (Minutius), i. 9 ; iy. 15 : 
yi. 6 

Fuseus, yii. 9; iz. 86, 40 

Gnllus,ii. 17; iy. 17; yiii. 20 
Geminus, yii. 1, 24; yiii. 5, 22; 

iz. 11, 80 
Genialis, yiii. 18 
Genitor (Julius), iz. 17 

Hispanus, yi. 25 

HispuUa. See Corellia Hispulla 

Julius. 8e€ Getitor 
Juuior, yiii. 15; ix. 12 



no 



INDKX OF NAMES. 



Junius. 8c$ Mauricui 
Justus (Fabius), L 11 ; Tit 2 

Lateianus, iz. 27 
liepidus, iv. 7 
liuoiuius. See Sura 
Luperous, it 5 ; U. 26 

Blacrinus, ii. 7; iiL 4; ?iL 6, 10; 

?iiL17; ix. 4 
Haoer,ui.5; y. 18; tL 24 
Mamilianus, ix. 10, 25 
Marcellinus, v. 16; viiL 23 
Slaurieus (Junius), t 14; iL 18; 

vi. 14, 15 
Mazimus, U. 14 ; iiL 2, 20; iv. 20, 

25; T. 5; Ti. 11, 84; ?iL 26; 

viitl9,24; iz. 1, 23 
Bf innoius, vii. 12 

Minutianus, iiL 9 ; i?. 11 ; viiL 12 
HiontiuSi See Fundanus 
Hontanus, yii. 29; Tiii. 6 
BIusUus, iz. 89 

Naso, iv. 6 

Ncpos, iL 8; iiL 16; i?. 26; yi. 
19 

Octavlu8Kuf\is,L7; iL 10 
Oppius, iz. 85 

Pateraua, i. 21 ; iv. 14 ; yiii. 16 
Puuliiius» ii. 2; iv. 16; t. 19; iz. 

8,87 
Pompeia Oelerina, L 4 
Pompeius. iSSosFaloo; Saturninus 
Pontius. V. 15; tL 28; viL 4 
Pnosens, yiL 8 
Priscus. U. 18; UL 21; vi. 8; yiL 

8,19 
Prooulus, iiL 15 

Qumiratus, vi. 29; iz. 18 
Quintiiiao, tL ^ 






Restitutus, tL 17 
Bomanus. See Vooonios 
Ruftis, ir. 22; v. 21 ; viL 25 
Bufiuus, yiiL 18 
Bufo, iz. 19 
Bustious, iz. 29 

Sabinus, It. 10; tL IS ; iz. 2, 18 

Sabinianus, iz. 21, 24 

8ardu8,iz.81 

Saturninus (PompeiusX L 8 ; t. 2 

tU. 15 ; iz. 88 
Scaurus, v. 13 

SepUtius, L 1 ; riL 28 ; ?iiL 1 
Septitius Claurus, L 15 
Serrianus. UL 17 : tL 26 
Seyerus, iiL 6, 18; iv. 28; t. 1 

tL 27 ; iz. 22 
Soslus Seneoio, L 13 
Sossius, iv. 4 
Sparsus, iv. 5 ; viiL 8 
Spuriuna, iiL 10; v. 17 
8ura (Lioinius), iv. 80 ; vii. 27 
Suetonius. See Tranquillus 

Taoitus (Ooroelius), L 6, 20 ; iv. 13^ 
vi. 9, itf, 20 ; viL 20, 33 ; viU. 7 ; 
iz. 10, 14 

Tiro. vi. 1, 22 ; iz. 5 

Titianus (Oomelius). L 17 ; iz. 32 

Trajan, z. througtiout 

TranquUlus, L 18; iii. 8; v. 2 
iz.84 

Triarius. vi. 23 

Ursus, iv. 9; v. 20; vi. 5, 18; viii 9 

Yalens, iv. 24 

Yalerianus, iL 15 ; v. 4, 14 

Venator, iz. 20 

Yerus, vL 8 

Voooiuus (BomanusX L 5; ii. 1 

tiL18; iv.29;vL15, 88;viiL9 

il. 7, 28 
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Aohaia. 8e§ Greece 

Achaeans. See Greeks 

Aoilianiis, 61 

Acilins, P., 21 

Aedil«i«, 298, note 

Aeinilianns, MinutiuB, 20, 21 

Aeneas, 110, note 

Aesohines, 28, 42, 43, 118, 825 

Afer DomitioB, 60, 286 

Afriea, 87 

Africanns, Jnlius, 226, 927 

Agilolf; 21, note 

Albiuns, Lncociaii, 88-90, 93 

Alexandria, 845 

Altinatee, ther76 

AittRBtris, 397, 398 

Amiseni, the, 391, 392 

Anio, 284 

AntonioB, physician to Augustus 

Caesar, 26, note 
Antonius, liarcu8,176 
Apollinaris, Sidonius, 217 
Apparitions, 249-258 
Archippus, Flayina, 876-879, 388, 

889 
Arionilla, 5 
Aristo, Titus, 33-85 
Ariston. Claudius, 218, 214 
Arislopnanes, 81 
Arria, 95, 99, 101, 307-311 
Ardemidorus, 94-96 
Artemisius, Possilius, 327 
Arulenus, Busticns, 4, 5, 20, 95 
Aruspices, 387 
Asia, 288 
Athens, 250, 320 
Athenodorus, 251 
Atticittus, Montanns, 205, 206 



Attious, Julius, 18 
Atticus, 58, note 
AttUius, 59 
Augurinus, 141, 142 
Augurs, 89, note 
Aurelia, 72 
Avitus, 165 

, Junius, 292-294 

, CotaTiu8,331 

Baetica, province of, 87, 89, 93, 258 
Baet'oi, tlie, 9, 78, 79. 88 
Biiiae, 802 
Bassus, Annus, 256 

, Asinius, 130. 131 

, Anfldius, 80 

k Gabius, 357-359 

, Julius, 1 16-120, 176, 375 

Benefloiarii, 359, note 

Blthyniai 339, note; 349, note; 350, 

351, 858, 863, 882, 400-403 
Bithynians, the, 176, 177, 191, 192, 

2i5. 226, 231 
Blaesns, Yelleius, 72 
Bosporus, 354 
Brizia, 20 
Bruti, the, 25 

Bruttianus, Lustricius 205, 206 
Brutus, Marcus, 278, note 
Buffoons, 814, 815 
Buskin, the, 803, note 
Bynntines, 371 
Bysantium, 14, 870, 885, 886 

Caelius,28 

Caesar, Augtistui, 25 ; eee notns: 

148, 235, note; 340, notei H58. 

note; 381, 885^ note 
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Caesar, Claudius, 19, 267-269, 848, I 

note; 888,384 
. Julius, 28, 96, 148, 190, 842, 

note 

, Tiberius, 148 

Culi^ls, 25, note 
Callimacuius, 112 
Oulpumia, 134, 135, 272-274, 406, 

407 
Calvisius, 18 

Calvus, 1, 23, 24, 141, 148 
Camerinus, Sulpicius, 5 
Candidus Julius, 176, 177 
Capito,Titiniu8, 24, 25, 274 
Carsola, 4 

Cams, Metius, 5, 240, 252 
Cassii, the, 25 
Cassius, C, 247 

, Titus, 142 

Casta, 90, 92, 93 
Catius, Fronto, 51, 54 
Cato, 28, 96, 115 
Cat(^ the, 25 
Catullus, 1, 24, 141 
Celer, Oieciltus, 6 

^ Nonius, 217 

Cvlerina, Pompeia, 353 
Celsus, 221, note; 335, note 

, Jubentiud, 184 

Cerealis Tullius. 52 

Ceres, temple of, 337 

Children, power of fathers oyer, 285, 

note 
ChristianB, 393-397 
Cictro^ 2, 6, 28, 29, 58, note; 69, 

note; 99, 116. 148, 177, note; 190, 

223, 224, 238-242, note; 257, 

note; 299, 320, note ; 323 
Clarus, Euritius, 49 
Classicus, Caeoilius, 78, 79, 87-92, 

212 
Clemens, Caelius, 353 
Clepsydrae, use of, 36 
Clitumnus, riyer. 270-272 
Cluyius, 817 

Codicil, nature of, 61. note 
C-ollcga, PompeiuB, 54, 55 
Comum, 2 

Consules desig^ati, 209 
Oorellia. 182, 133. 231, 232 
Corcllius,132, 138^ 145, 146,256,808 



Cuttius, 47, 48 
Court, Julian, 177 

Cresoenis. AttiUus, 186 188 
Crispus, Hetilius, 208 

, Passienus, 226 

Curianus, Assidius, 145, 146 
Cybele, 372, 378 
Cydopes, the, 217 
Cyrus, 190 

Dacians, 352, note 

Decebalus, 264. 356 

Decemyiri, duties of the, 178, note 

Deourii, 13, 161 

Demosthenes, 1, 28, 42, 43, 118; 

219, note; 320,323-325 
Dexter, Afranius, 278 
Dion, Oocceianus, 388-890 
Diolomas, 371 
Dolphin, ourious aooount of a, 830- 

322 
Domitia, wife of Domitian, 307 
Domitian, 4, 5, 7. 18, 25, note ; 26; 

93, 94, note; 116, 252, 259, note; 

275, note; 307, 389, note; 840, 

note ; 877, 378, 379. 381, 384 
Dress, worn ut Circensian Qumet, 

301 
Duumyiii, 187, note 

Egypt. 288 
Enoolpius, 261 
Ephesus, 349, 350 
Epicureans, 203, note 
EumalpuB, 888, 389 
Euphrates, 14-16 
Eupolis, 31 
Euritius, 48, 49 
Eurythmus, 214 

Fabatns, 406 

Fannta, 95, 99, 239-241, 807-^11 

Fannius, C, 150, 151 

Feroz Julius, 51 

Firmiani, the, 199 

Firminus, Hostilius, 55 

Frontinus. 145, 146. 817 

Frugi, Libo, 92 

Fuscus, Claudius. 90 
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Galba. 5, 71 
Oalitia, 218, 2U 
Gallui, 9 

, Adninfl, 228, 224 

Games, Cixcenti&A, 301, 820 

, laelaatio, 405. 406 

, Pontifiofti, 246 

Gaal, NarboDensian, 247 
Geminius, 18 
Geminus, Boeianua, 858 
Gracchi, 28 
Graeouli, 868, note 
Gratilla, Pompoiiia, 95, 145, 146 
Greece, 288, 294-297 
Greeks, 881 

Heirs, 48, note 

HelTidins, 95, 185, 186, 807 

Hermes, 881, 832 

Hesiod, quoted, 86 

Hippo. 830 

Hirpinns, Falrius, 22, note 

Hispanus, Fabins, 89, 90 

Hispellntcs, thi', 271, 272 

llispulla, 18, 400, 407 

HnlidaTS, Satiimalian, 270 

Homer; 9, 10, 82, 59, 177, 265, 828, 

332, note 
Homulns, Titius, 200 
Honoratus, Yitellius. 52 
Horace, 302, note ; 819 
Hundred, Court of the, 5,7, 59-61, 

131, 189, 191, 819, 820 

latraliptes, 844, note 
Isaeus, 41-48 
Isocrates, 211 
Italicus, Silius, 84-86 

JulianuB, Pompeius, 15 
Juliopolis, 885, 886 
Justus, Fabius, 6 

Juvenal, 22, note; 55, note; 277, 
note; 288, note; 892, note 

Knights, Soman. 27 

Largus, Julius, 885 
Larius, Lake, 2, 48, 148. 282 
Latidave, distinotion of the, 49 
Laventom, 14, 85, 114, 888 



Law, Papian, 399, note 

, Pompeian, 402-404 

Laws, Roman, derived lh>m Greeoe 

195 
Liboralis. Salvius, 98 
Lioinianus, Norlonus, 92, 98 

, Valerius, 121-124 

Lidnins, Largiis, CO. 88 
Lieutenant, office of, in prcvinoes, 56 
Livy, 21, note; 42 
Lucan, 245, note ; 842, note 
Lucanus, Domitius, 885, 886 
Lupus, Nymphidius, 857, 858 
Ly8ia8,28 

Maoedo, Largius, 07, 98 
Macrinus, 265 
Magnus, 225, 226, 281 
Mancia, Ourtilius, 285, 286 
Marcellinus, Olaudius, 53 

^ Egnatius, 124, 125 

Marcellus, Neratius, 87 

Ifarcus, 252 

Marii, the, 266 

Marius, Posthumius, 846 

Marsi, tha 61 

Martial, 7, note; 82, note; 107,108. 

194, note 
Massa, BaeMus, 78, 212, 258-260 
Maturus, Arrianus, 76, 77 
Martianus, Flavins, 52-55 
Maurious, Junius, 6, 7, 95, 187, 188 
Maximus, Valerius, 89, note 
Mediolanum, 244 
Menelaus, 82 
Meesalinus, Catullus, 187 
Minutianus, Cornelius, 248 
Misenum, 194, 198, 200, 202, 208 
Mithridates, 190 
ModestuB, MeiiuB, 5-7 
Montanus, 22, note 
Musonius, 95 

Names, Greek, 265 
Namia, 4 

Naso, Julius. 185, 186, 188 
Nepos, Calvisius, 112 

9 Cornelius, 142. 149 

, Lidnins, 148, 183, 184 

Nero, 4, note ; 151, 166, 167, 175^ 
note 
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Ncro, Drusiis, 80 

N.rva, 138, 187, 188. 148. 256, 270. 

noto; 807, note; 888, note; 877 
— , Aoutius, 56 
Nioea, 854, 86 J -809 
NiccftDs, the, 890 
Nioomedia. 855, 864-806, 869, 870 
Nicomediang, the, 872, 878 
NigriDQB, 225, 226 
Nominatu8,Tudciliu8,l49,150 166, 

167 
Konianna, 19 
Nonius, 828 

Ocriculum, 4 
08tia»67 

Paetufi, Caecinna, 99-101 

Pallas, f rcedman to Olaudiua Oaesar, 

266-269 
Pantomimes, 244 
Patavium, 21 
Paolinus, Valerius, 899 
Paulus, Pa&denus, 192, 198, 819 
Per^mus, 850 
Pericles, 31 
Perusia, 4 
Piso, 5, note ; 71, 245, note 

, Calpumiujti, 172-174 

, Julius, 401, 402 

, Lucius, 86 

Pius, Antoninus, 284, note 

Planta, 298 

Plato, 15 

Plautus, 24 

Pliny, the elder, 22, note ; 79-88, 

198-198, 200-202, 848, note 
Plotina, 826 
PoUio. Asinius, 211 

, Claudius, 255, 256 

Polyuenus, 226, 227, 281 
Pompey, 886, 887 
Pompeys, the, 266 
Pomponianus, 196, 197 
Priseus, Baebiiis, 89, 90 

, HeWidius, 186 

, JaTolenus, 198 

, llarius, 51-55, 70, 87, 88, 212, 

848 

, Stilonius. 90 

, Ve;t:c«. 191 i 



Procula, Serrana, 21 
Prudii, 888, 884, 888 
Prusenses, the, 860 
Prusias, 877 

Quailratilla, Numidia, 244-247 
Quadratus, Numidius, 189, 190, 

244-247 
Qiiintianus, Pompeius, 804, 805 
Qiiintilian, 19, note ; 185, 210, note 

Itegulus, Marcus, 4-8, 80, 114, 115, 

180, 181 
Rnititutus, Claudius, 90 
Kobustus, 208 

Bumanus, Yooonius, 57-59, 841, 818 
Rome, 14, 851 
Bufinus, Fabius, 820 

f Trebonius, 187 

Rufiis, Abinius, 128-130 

, Oorellius, 17-19 

f Curtius, 249 

f Pomponius, 92 

, Satrius, 7 

,Verginius, 88-40, 148, 188, 

18D. 250, 816, 817 
Buso, Cremutius, 206 

Bacerdoe, Nicetes, 185 

Salinator, Fusous, 189, 190 

Saturn, trc^asury of, 342 

Saturnalia, 67, 1 17 

Satuminus, Pompeius, 28, 24 

Scaurus, Attilius, 208 

Scipiosi, tiie, 266 

Sonbonianus, 100, 101 

Seoundus, Pomponius, 80, 237 

Senate, 18, 277 

Seneca, 22, note; 148, 190, note; 

840, note 
Senecio, Herennius, 5, 95, 258-260 

1 Sempronius, 214 

SeptiUus, 49 

Sertorius, 89 

Sestertius, value of the, 27, oata 

Sererus, Herennius, 142 

Sinope, 891 

Sock, the, 808, note 

Soll^ 149 

Spurinna, Vestricius, 6, 47, 48^ 74-76^ 

142, 194, note 
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Bte1iiae,196 
Siokt, the, 208, note 
Bubnranua, Jnlianus, 226 
Sozm, AttiiiB, 852 
8iiaagii0, 856 
Syllanns, L^ 24, 25 
gjHaa, 266 

Taoitns, OonieliiM, 19, note ; 80, 51, 

54, 249, note; 258, note; 865, 

note ; 820, 848, note 
Terenoe, 24 
Tertnllns, Oonratos, 54-56, 169- 

171 
Themistooles, 190 
Thenite8,82 
Tiiraaen, Paetns, 4, note 
Thncydides, 168 
Tidnum, 285 
Timon, 5 

Tim, Oalaestrius, 234, 285 
Toga Tirilis, 18 
Trajan, 52, 58, 58, 85, 96, 102, 186, 

209, 218-216, 225-227, 281, 285, 

276, note; 826, note 
TninqnilloB, SnetoniuB, 25, 87, 81, 

note; 245, note; 258, note; 840, 

note; 858, note; 884, note; 892 
Translation, Latin and Greek, 228, 

229 
IrilmneB, 86, note; 311 
Tullns, Domitins, 285 
Toscany, 78 



Tiuemn, Pliny*a ?illa at, 818, 884, 
888 

UlyneiL82 

Yaoaildn, Lawyers', 290, note 

Yaleiis, JnUns, 164 

Yarenns, RnAis, 176, 177, 188, 101, 
192, 225-227, 281 

Yariola, Attia, 217 

Yeiento, 187 

Yerania, 71 

Yerona, 219, 220 

Yespasian, 5, 20, 81, 881 

YesuTlus, Mount, eruption of, 104- 
' 198, 200-204 

Yicentini, the, 149, 167, 168 

Yienna, 187. 188 

Yiila, Pliny's Laurentine, descrip- 
tion of, 62-68 

, Pliny's Tuscan, description of, 

152-161 

Yillas, Pliny's, on Larian lake, da 
scribed, 802-804 

Yirgil, 149. 802. note 

Yirginius, Flavins, 69, not« 

Yitellius, 5, 85 

Yulcan, feast of, 81 

War, Dadan, 268-265 
Xenophon, 257 
Zosimus, 174, 175 
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BOHN'S Handbooks of Games. 
New edition. In 2 vols., with 
numerous Illustrations 3^. 6^. 
each. 

Vol. I. — ^Table Games :— Bil- 
liards, Chess, Draughts, Back- 
^mmon, Dominoes, Solitaire, 
Reversi, Go-Bang, Rouge etNoir, 
Roulette, E.O., Hazard, Faro. 

Vol. II. — Card Games : — 
Whist, Solo Whist, Poker, Piquet, 
Ecart^, Euchre, B^zioue, Crib- 
bage, Loo, Vingt-et-un, Napoleon, 
Newmarket, Pope Joan, .Specula- 
tion, &c., &c. 

BOND'S A Handy Book of Rules 
and Tables for verifying Dates 
with the Christian Era, &c. Givin? 
an account of the Chief Eras and 
Systems used by various Nations ; 
with the easy Methods for deter- 
mining the Corresponding Dates. 
By J. J. Bond. 5J. 

BONOMI'S Nineveh and its 
Palaoes. 7 Plates and 294 Wood- 
cut Illustrations. 5^. 

BOSWI!LL*S Life of Johnson, 
with the Tour in the IIrbridrs 
and JOHNSONIANA. Edited by 
the Rev. A. Napier, M.A. With 
Frontispiece to each vol. 6 vols. 
3J. dd, each. 

BRAND'S Popular Antiquities 
of England, Sootland, and Ire- 
land. Arranged, revised, and 
greatly enlarged, by Sir Henry 
Ellis, K.H., F.R.S., &c., &c. 3 
vols. 5j. each. 

BRSMEH'S (Frederlka) Works. 
Translated by Mary Howitt. 4 
vols. 3^. 6^. each. 

BRIDGWATER TREATISES. 

Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand. 

With numerous Woodcuts. 5j. 

Elrby on the History, Habits, 
and Instincts of Animals. 
Edited by T. Rynier Jones. 
Wiih upwards of lOO Woodcuts. 
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Bridgwater Treatises contintud, 

Bldd on the Adaptation of Bx- 
temal Nature to the PhyBlcal 
Condition of Man. 3x. td, 

Chalmeni on the Adaptation 
of Bxtemal Nature to the 
Moral and Intellectual Oon- 
Btitution of Man. 5^. 

BRINK (B. ten) Early SngUsh 
Literature. By Bernhard ten 
Brink. Vol.1. ToWyclif. Trans- 
lated by Horace M. Kennedy. 
3J. 6^. 

Vol. II. Wyclif, Chaucer, Ear- 
liest Drama Renaissance. Trans- 
lated by W. Clarke Robinson, 
Ph.D. 3J. (id. 

Vol. III. From the Fourteenth 
Century to the Death of Surrey. 
Edited by Dr. Alois Brandl. 
Trans, by L. Dora Schmitz. 

Five Lectures on Shake- 
speare. Trans, by Julia Franklin. 
3^. dd, 

BROWNE'S (Sir Thoma8)Works 
Edited by Simon Wilkin. 3 vols. 
31. td, each. 

BURKE'S Works. 8 vols. 3^.6^. 
each. 

I. — Vindication of Natural So- 
ciety — Essay on the Sub- 
lime and Beautiful, and 
various Political Miscel- 
lanies. 

II. — Reflections on the French 
Revolution — Letters re- 
lating to the Bristol Elec- 
tion — Speech on Fox's 
East India Bill, &c. 

III. — Appeal from the New to the 

Old Whigs— On the Na- 

bob of Arcot's Debts— 

Tbe Catholic Claims, &c. 



Burke's Works continued, 

IV. — Report on the Affairs of 
India, and Articles of 
Charpe against Warren 
Hastmgs. 

V. — Conclusion of the Articles of 
Charge against Warren 
Hastmgs — Political Let- 
ters on the American War, 
on a Regicide Peace, to 
the Empress of Russia. 

VI. — Miscellaneous Speeches — 
Letters and Fragments — 
Abridgments of English 
History, &c. With a 
General Index. 

Vn. & VIII.— Speeches on the Im- 
peachment of Warren 
Hastings ; and Letters. 
With Index. 2 vols. 
3x. 6d, each. 

Life. By Sir J. Prior. 35. 6d. 

BURNEY'S Evelina. By Frances 
Burney (Mmc. D'Arblay). With 
an Introduction and Notes by 
A. R. Ellis. 3J. 6d, 

Ceoilia. With an Introduc- 
tion and Notes by A. R. Ellis, 
2 vols. 3^. 6d, each. 

BURN (R ) Anoient Rome and 
its Neighbourhood. An Illus- 
trated Handbook to the Ruins in 
the City and the Campagna, for 
the use of Travellers. By Robert 
Burn, M.A. With numerous 
Illustrations, Maps, and Plans. 

BURNS (Robert), Life of. By 
J. G. Lockhart, D.C.L. A 
new and enlarged Edition. Re- 
vised by William Scott Douglas. 

3J. 6^. 

BURTON'S (Robert) Anatomy of 
Melanoholy. Edited by the Rev. 
A. R. Shilleto, M.A. With In- 
troduction by A. H. Bullen, and 
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SURTON (Sir R. P.) Parsomi 
NuraUve of a FUgrlmBgs to 
Al'Madlnsh and Meooah. By 

Captain Sir Richard F. Burlon, 
K.C.M.G. With «n Inlioduction 
by Stanley Lane-Poole, and all 
the ociginal Illustraliona. 3 vols. 
3 J. 6d. each. 

,*. This is the copytieht edi- 



DD, containing the author 






SUTLER'S (Blihop) Analogy of 
Religion. Natural and Revealed, 
lo the Constitution and Course of 
Nalurei together with two Dis- 
sertations on Personal Identity and 
on the Nature of Virtue, and 
Fifteen Eeimoni. 31, W. 

BUTLBRB (Samuel) Hudlbraa. 
With Vatiorum Notes, a Bio- 
graphy, Portrait, and 28 lltus- 



O^SAR. Commentaries on the 
aallla and CItD WaTH, Trans- 
lated by W. A. McDevittc, B.A. 
51- 

OAMOHNS' LuHlad ; or, the Dis- 
coveiy of India. An Epic Poem. 
Translated by W. J- Miclile. jlh 
Edition, revised by E. R. Hodees, 
M.C.F. 31. W. 

OARAFAH (The) of MaddaioDl. 

Naples under Spanish Dominion. 
Translated from the German of 
Alfred de Reumont. y. &/. 

CARLTLE'S Sartor ReaartUB. 
With 75 Hh.slrations hy Edmund 
J.Sullivan. Si. 

CARPENTER'S (Dr. W. B ) 

Zoologr. Revised Edition, hv 

W. S- Dallas, F.L,S. Wilhvery 

numeron* Woodcuts. Vol. I. 6s. 

[ P'al. II. eul e/^ini. 



OAKPENTER'S Meohanloal 
PhUoBophy, ABtronomr, and 
Horology. 181 Woodcuii. 5/, 

Vegetable Physiology and 

SyitemaUo Botany. Revised 
Edition, by E. Lankesler, M.D 
&c. With very numerous Wood- 

Animal Physiology- Revised 

Edition. With upwards of 100 
Woodcuts. 6j. ^ 

CASTLE (E.) Sahoola and 
Maatera of Fence, from the 
Middle Ages to the End of the 
Eighteenth Century. By Eoerton 
Castle, M.A., F.S.A. With a 
Complete Bibliography. Illus- 
f rated with 140 Reproductions ol 
Old Engravings and 6 Plates of 
Swords, showing 114 Esamples- 

OATTERMOLE'S Evenings at 
Haddon Hall. With 24 En- 
gravings on Steel from designs by 
Cattermole, the Lelterprcsshv the 
Baroness de Carabella. y. 

OATDLLDS, TIbuIIus. and the 

VlgUofVanua. A Literal Prose 

Translation, 51. 
OELLINI (Benvenuto). Ke- 

molrs of, written by Himself. 

Translated by Thomas Rdecob. 

3j. 6d. 

CERVANTES' Don Quixote de 
la Manoba. Moiteaux's Tran«- 
lafion revised, a vols. 3,, fl^. 

Qalatoa- A Pastoral Ro- 
mance. Tmnslaled by G. W. J. 

Gyll. y.M. "' 

Biemplary Novels. Trans- 
lated by Waller K. Kelly- 31. f,d. 

CHAUCER'a PoeUoal Works 
Edited by Robert Bell. Revised 
Edition, wilh a Preliminary Essay 
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OHESS 00NORB8S of 1862. 
A Collection of the Games played. 
Edited by J. Lowenthal. $s, 

OHEVREIIIj on Ooloor. Trans- 
lated from the French by Charles 
Martel. Third Edition, with 
Plates, 5j. ; or with an additional 
series of i6 Plates in Colours, 
71. 6d, 

OHILIilNaWORTH'S Religion 
of Protestants. A Safe Way to 
Salvation. 3;. 6d, 

OHINA, Plotorial, Desoriptive, 
and Historical. With Map and 
nearly 100 Illustrations. 5x. 

CHRONIOLEIS OF THE ORU- 
SADES. Contemporary Narra- 
tives of the Crusade of Richard 
Coeur de Lion, by Richard of 
Devizes and Geoffrey de Vinsauf ; 
and of the Crusade at St. Louis, 
by Lord John de Joinville. ^s. 

OIOERO'S Orations. Translated 
by Prof. C. D. Yonge, M.A. 4 
vols. 5^. each. 

Letters. Translated by Evelyn 

S. Shuckburgh. 4 vols. 5;. each. 

On Oratory and Orators. 

With Letters to Quintus and 
Brutus. Translated by the Rev. 
J. S. Watson, M.A. 51. 

On the Nature of the Gods, 



Divination, Fate, I^ws, a Re- 
public, Consulship. Translated 
by Prof. C. D. Yonge, M.A., and 
Francis Barham. 51. 

Academics, De Finibus, and 

Tusculan Questions. By Prof. 
C. D. Yonge, M.A. $s, 

CICERO'S Offices ; or, Moral 
Duties. Cato Major, an Essay 
on Old Age; Lselius, an Essay 
on Friendship; Scipio's Dream; 
Paradoxes ; Letter to Quintus on 
Magistrates. Translated byC. R. 
Edmonds. 31. 6d, 

CORNELIUS NEPOS.— 5^^^ 
Justin, 



OLARK'S (Hugh) Inirodaotion 
to Heraldry. i8th Edition, Re- 
vised and Enlarged by J. R. 
Planchd, Rouge Croix. With 
nearly 1000 Illustrations. $s. Or 
with the Illustrations Coloured, 

OLASSIO TALES, containing 
Rasselas, Vicar of Wakefield, 
Gulliver's Travels, and The Senti- 
mental Journey. 31. 6d, 

COLERIDGE'S (S. T.) Triend. 
A Series of Essays on Morals, 
Politics, and Religion. 3;. 6d, 

Aids to Refleotion, and the 

Confessions op an Inquiring 
Spirit, to which are added the 
Essays on Faith and the Book 
of Common Prayer. 31. 6d, 

Lectures and Notes on 

Shakespeare and other English 
Poets. Edited by T.Ashe. 31. 6t/. 

Blographla Llterarla ; to- 



gether with Two Lay Sermons. 
3f. 6d» 

— Table-Talk and Omnlana. 
Edited by T. Ashe, B.A. y. 6d, 

Miscellanies, .Slsthetio and 



Literary; to which is added, 
The Theory of Life. Col- 
lected and arranged by T. Ashe, 
B.A. 3x. 6df. 

COMTE'S Positive Philosophy. 
Translated and condensed by 
Harriet Martineau. With Intro- 
duction by Frederic Harrison. 
3 vols. 5j. each. 

COMTE'S Philosophy of the 
Sciences, being an Exposition of 
the Principles of the Cours de 
PhilosophU Positive, By G. II. 
Lewes. 5;. 

CONDE'S History of the Do- 
minion of the Arabs In Spain. 
Translated by Mrs. Foster. 3 
vols. 3r. dd, each. 
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OOOPSR'S Biographical Dlo- 
tloivary. Containing Condse 
Notices (upwards of 15.CXX)) of 
Eminent Persons of all Aees and 
Countries. B^ Thomson Cooper, 
F.S.A. With a Supplement, 
bringing the work down to 1883. 
2 vols. 5^ etch. 

OOXE'S Uemoin of the Duke of 
Marlborough. With his original 
Correspondence. By W. Coxe, 
M.A.,. F.R.S. Revised edition 
by John Wade. 3 vols. 31. 6</. 
each. 

*^ An Atlas of the plans of 
Marlborough's campaigns, 4to. 
lOf. ddf. 

History of the House of 

Austria (1218-1792). With a 
Continuation from the Accession 
of Francis I. to the Revolution of 
1848. 4 vols. 3;. (id, each« 

ORAIK'S (G. L.) Pursuit of Enow- 
ledge under DlfOoultles. Illus- 
trated by Anecdotes and Memoirs. 
Revised edition, with numerous 
Woodcut Portraits and Plates. 5^. 

OHUIKSHANK'S Punch and 
Judy. The Dialogue of the 
Puppet Show ; an Account of its 
Ongin, &c. With 24 Illustra- 
tions, and Coloured Plates, de- 
signeid and engraved by G. Cruik- 
slumk. 5j. 

OUNNINGHAM'S Lives of the 
Most Eminent British Painters. 
A New Edition, with Notes and 
Sixteen fresh Lives. By Mrs. 
Heaton. 3 vob. 3^. td, each* 

DANTS. Divine Oomedy. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. H. F. Cary, 
M.A. 3J. 6</. 

Translated into English Verse 

by I. C. Wright, M.A. 3rd Edi- 
tion, revised. With Portrait, and 
34 Illustrations on Steel, after 
Flaxman. 



DANTE. The Inferno. A Literal 
Prose Translation, with the Text 
of the Original printed on the same 
page. By John A. Carlyle, M.D. 

The Purgatorlo. A Literal 

Prose Translation, with the Text 
printed on the same page. By 
W. S. Dugdale. 5j. 

DE OOMMINBS (PblUp), Me- 
moirs of. Containinethe Histories 
of Louis XI. and Qiarles VIII., 
Kings of France, and Charles 
the Bold, Duke of Burgnandy. 
Together with the Scandalous 
Chronicle, or Secret History of 
Louis XL, by Jean de Troyes. 
Translated b^ Andrew R. Scoble. 
With Portraits. 2 vols. 3;. M» 
each. 

DEFOE'S Novels and Mlseel- 
laneous Works. With Prefiaces 
and Notes, including those attri* 
buted to Sir W. Scott. 7 vols. 
3;. 6^. each. 

I. — Captain Singleton, and 
Colonel jMk. 

II. — Memoirs of a Cavalier,. 
Captain Carleton, 
DicKory Cronke, &c 

III. — Moll Flanders, and the 
History of the Devil. 

IV. — Roxana, and Life of MrSr 
Christian Davies. 

V. — History of the Great Plague 
of London^ 1665 ; The 
Storm (1703) ; and the 
True-born Englishman. 

VI. — Duncan Campbell, New 
Voyage round the 
World, and Political 
Tracts. 

Vli, — Robinson Crusoe. 

DE LOLME on the Constitution 
of England. Edited by John 
Macgregor. 3/. 6</. 
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DEMMIN'S History of Arms 
and Armour, from the Earliest 
Period. By Aueuste Demmin. 
Translated by C. C. Black, M.A. 
With nearly 2000 Illustrations. 

DEMOSTHENES' Orations. 
Translated by C. Rann Kennedy. 
5 vols. Vol. I., 3J. 6d»\ Vols. 
II. -V., 5 J. each. 

DE STAEL'S Corinise or Italy. 
By Madame de Stael. Trans- 
lated by Emily Baldwin and 
Paulina Driver. 31. 6d, 

DEVSY'S Logio, or the Science 
of Inference. A Popular Manual. 
By J. Dtvty, 51. 

DICTIONARY of LaUn and 
Greek Quotations ; including 
Proverbs, Maxims, Mottoes, Law 
Terms and Phrases. With all the 
Quantities marked, and English 
Translations. With Index Ver- 
borum (622 pages). 5^. 

DICTIONARY of Obsolete and 
Provinoial English. Compiled 
by Thomas Wright, M.A., F.S A., 
&c. 2 vols. 5;. each. 

DIDRON'S Christian Icono- 
graphy : a History of Christian 
Art in the Middle Ages. Trans- 
lated by E. J. Millington and 
completed by Margaret Stokes. 
With 240 Illustrations. 2 vols. 
5T. each. 

DIOQENES liAERTIUS. Lives 
and Opinions of the Anolent 
Philosophers. Translated by 
Prof. C. D. Yonge, M.A. 5^. 

DOBREE'S Adversaria. Edited 
by the late Prof. Wagner, 2 vols. 
$5, each. 

D ODD'S Epigrammatists. A 
Seleotion from the Epigrammatic 
Literature of Ancient, Mediaeval, 
and Modern Times. By the Rev. 
Henry Philip Dodd, M.A. Ox- 
/o/d. 2nd Edition, revised and 
enlarged. 6s, 



DONALDSON'S The Theatre of 
the Greeks. A Treatise on the 
History and Exhibition of the 
Greek Drama. With numerous 
Illustrations and 3 Plans. By John 
William Donaldson, D.D. 51. 

DRAPER'S History of the 
Intelleotual Development of 
Europe. Byjohn William Draper, 
M.D., LL.I>. 2 vols. 51. each. 

DTJNLOP'S History of Fiction. 
A new Edition. Revised by 
Henry Wilson. 2 vols. 5;. each. 

DYER (Dr T. H.). Pompeii : its 
Buildings and Antiquities. By 
T. H. Dyer, LL.D. With nearly 
300 Wood Engravings, a large 
Map, and a Plan of the Forum. 
^s.6d, 

The City of Rome : its History 

and Monuments. With Illustra- 
tions. 5^. 

DYER (T. F. T.) British Popular 
Customs, Present and Past 
An Account of the various Games 
and Customs associated with Dif- 
ferent Days of the Year in the 
British Isles, arranged according 
to the Calendar. By the Rev. 
T. F. Thiselton Dyer, M.A. 51. 

EBERS' Egyptian Princess. An 
Historical Novel. By (xeorge 
Ebers. Translated by E. S. 
Buchheim. 31. 6d. 

EDGEWORTH'S Stories for 
Children. With 8 Illustrations 
by L. Speed. 31. 6d, 

ELZE'S William Shakespeare. 
— See Shakespeare. 

EMERSON'S Works. 3 vols 
31. 6d. each. 

I. — Essays, Lectures and Poems. 

II.— English Traits, Nature, and 
Conduct of Life. 
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Emerson's Works continued, 

III. — Society and Solitude — letters 
and Social aims — Miscel- 
laneous Papers (hitherto 
uncollected) — May Day, 
and other Poems. 

EIiLIS (O.) Speoimens of Early 
Engliith Metrioal Romanoes. 
With an Historical Introduction 
on the Rise and Progress of 
Romantic Composition in France 
and England. Revised Edition. 
By J. O. Halliwell, F.R.S. 51. 

ENNEMOSEH'S History of 
Magio. Translated by William 
Howitt. 2 vols. 51. eafch. 

EPIOTETUS, The DlsoouTBes of. 
With the Encheiridion and 
Fragments. Translated by George 
Long, M.A. 51. 

EURIPIDES. A New Literal 
Translation in Prose. By E P. 
Coleridge, M.A. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

EUTROPniS.— 5"^^ Justin. 

EUSEBIUS PAMPHILUS, 
Ecoleidastloal History of. Trans- 
lated by Rev. C. F. Cruse,M. A. 55. 

EVELYN'S Diary and Gorre- 
spondendence. Edited from the 
Original MSS. by W. Biay, 
F.A.S. With 45 engravings. 4 
vols. 5^. each. 

FAIRHOLT'S Costume in Eng- 
land. A History of Dress to the 
end of the Eighteenth Century. 
3rd Edition, revised, by Viscount 
Dillon, V.P.S.A. Illustrated with 
above 700 Engravings. 2 vols. 
5x. each. 

FIELDING'S Adventures of 
Joseph Andrews and his Friend 
Mr. Abraham Adams. With 
Cruikshank's Illustrations. 3J. 6^. 

History of Tom Jones, a 

Foundling. With Cruikshank's 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 3 J. dd, each. 

AmeUa. With Cruikshank's 

Illustrations. 5/. 



FLAXMAN'S Lectures on Sculp- 
ture. By John Flaxman, R.A. 
With Portrait and 53 Plates. 6j. 

FLORENCE of WORCESTER'S 
Chronicle, with the Two Con- 
tinuations : comprising Annals of 
English History, from the De- 
parture of the Romans to the 
Keign of Edward I. Translated 
by Thomas Forester, M.A. 5j, 

FOSTER'S (John) Life and Cor- 
respondence. Edited by J. E. 
Ryland. 2 vols. 31. 6^. each. 

Orltlpal Essays. Edited by 

J. E. Ryland. 2 vols. 3;. dd, 
each. 

Essays : on Decision of Cha- 
racter ; on a Man's writing Me- 
moirs of Himself ; on the epithet 
Romantic ; on the aversion of 
Men of Taste to Evangelical Re- 
ligion. 3J. 6^. 

Essays on the Evils of Popular 



Ignorance ; to which is added, r 
Discourse on the Propagation oi 
Christianity in India. 31. 6(/. 

Essays on the Improvemen' 

of Time. With jfoTES OJ 
Sermons and other Pieces 
3J. fid, f- 

GASPARY'S History of Italiav 
Literature. Translated by Het 
man Oelsner, M.A., Ph. I.) 
Vol. I. 3J. 6d, 

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH 
Chronicle of. — See Old Eng^lis* 
Chronicles* 

GESTA ROMANORUM. or Er 
tertaining Moral Stories invente( 
by the Monks. Translated by th< 
Rev. Charles Swan. Uevisc 
Edition, by Wynnard IIoopci 
B.A. 5J. 

GILDAS, Chronicles ct—See 0/. 
English Chronicles* 
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G-IBBON'S Deollae nnd Fall of 
tha Roman Empire. CompUie 
and Unabiidged, wilh Variorum 
Notes. Editi:d by aD Englibh 
Qmrcbmnn. Wltb 3 Maps -and 
Poriiail. 7 vols. 31. 6d. each. 

all.BART'S HlBtory. Prinolples, 
and Praotloe o( Bonking. By 



OIL BLAS. The Adventurei of. 
TionsUted liom the French of 
Leaoee by Sninllett. With Z4 
EnEravi-Rs on Steel, after SmLrke, 
and 10 Etchings by George Cruik- 

OIH ALDUS CAMBHEN8IS' 
Hlttorloal Works. Translated 
by Th. Forester, M.A., and SLi 
K. Colt Hoiire. Kevised Edilioii, 
Edited by Thomas Wright, M.A., 
F.S.A. sr. 
GOETHE'S Fauat. Part 1. Gei- 
nun Te«t with lUyward'a Prose 
Traaslalion and Notcii. Revised 
by C. A. Budiheim, I'li.lX $s. 
aOETHE'S Workfl. Translated 
into EDgllsJj by variuus hands 
1^ vols. 3j. 61/. each. 
I. and II, — Autobic^raiihy and 
Annais. 
III.— Faust. Two Parts, com- 

[ilete. (Swanwick.) 
IV — Novels and Tales, 
v.— Wilhehn Mebler's Appien 
ticeship. 
VL-Cooversallona with Ecker 
maaQ and Soret. 
\'ril.— Dramatic Works. 
IX.— Wilhelm Mcister's Travels. 
X.— Tour in Italy, and Second 
Residence in Rome. 
XI.— Miscellaneous Travels. 
XII.— Early and Miscellai 

Letters. 
XIII.— Correspondence with Zelter. 
XIV.— Reineke Fo«, West-Eailern 
Divao and AchilleiJ. 



GOLDSMITH'S Worka. A new 
EJition, by J. W. M. Gibbs. J 
vols. 31. bd. eaiJi. 

GBAMUOMT'S H«molrB of tba 
Court o( Obarl«B II. Edited bv 
Sir Walter Scott. Together with 
the BOSCOBBL Tbacts, including 
two not before published, &e. 
New Edition. Sr. 

GHAT'S Lettws. Including the 
Correspondence of Gray and 
Mason. Edited by the Rev. 
D. C Tovcy. M.A. Vols. I. 
and II, 31. (^. each. 

OREEK AHTHOLOaT. Trans- 
lated by George Burges, M.A. jr. 

QBEEK S0MAN0B3 of Hello- 
dorua, Longua, and AohlUea 
TaUuB— vLi., The Adventures of 
Theagenes & Chariclea ; Amours 
of Daphnisand Chloe ; and Loves 
of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans- 
lated by Rev. R. Smitb, M.A. 

QBEGiOitY'S LetCera on tba 
EvldenceB, DootrlueB, Sc Duties 
of the CbrlsUan Kellgloa. By 
Dr. Olinthua Gtegoiy. 31. M. 

aBEENE, UARLOWS, and 
BEN JONSON. Poems of. 
Edited by Hobcrt Bell, 31. td. 

aHIMM'EI TALES. With the 
Notes of the Original. Translated 
by Mrs. A. Hunt. With Intro- 
duction by Andrew Lang, M.A. 
a vols. 31. 6d. each. 

Qammar Qrethel ; or, Ger- 
man Fairy Tales and Popular 
Stories. Containing 42 Fairy 
Tales. Trans, by Edgar Taylor. 
With numerous Woodcuts after 
George Cruikshank and Ludwig 
Grimn.. 31. 6rf. 

QROSSI'S Marao TlBoontl. 
Tranilateil by A. F. D. The 
Uallads rendered into English 
Verse by C. M. P. 31. W. 
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aXTISOT'S Htstorj of tha 
BngUah BeTolntlon of 1640. 
From the AceeMion of Charles 
I. to his Death. Translated by 
William HaLlitl. 31. 6rf. 

HlBtAry of ClTlUutlon, from 

Che Fall of the Roman Em^re to 
[he French Revolatlon. Trans- 
laled b; William Ilazlitt. 3 vols. 
31. hd. each. 

HAI>I>'S (Rot. Robert) UlMel- 
Ituieons Work* and B«maliu. 
3J.6rf. 

HAMPTON COURT: A Short 
BtitoT7 of the Manor and 
FftlBoe. By Emest Law, B.A. 
With numerous IllustralionE, V- 

HAROWICK'a History of ths 



■, M.A. 51. 

HAUFF'S Talss. The CaiiTan— 
The Sheik of Alexandria— The 
Inn in the Spessart. Tians. from 
Che German by S. Mendel. 3^. ^. 

HAWTHORNE'S Tslw. 4 vols. 

I,— Twice-told Tales, and the 

Snow Image. 
1 1.— Scarlet Letter, and the House 
with the Seven Gables. 
n I— Transformation fThe Marble 
Faun], and Blithedale Ro- 

IV. — Mosses from an Old Manse. 



Harlilt. y W. 
IiOotuTSB OQ the Uterfttnre 

of the Age of Kllsabeth and on 

ChaiBCten of Rhakespcaro's Ptayi. 

y.6d. 
IiSdtiiTeB on the Engllih 

Poets, and on the Engiibh Comic 

Writers. 31. f>d. 
The Plain Speaker. Opinions 

on Books, Men, and Things. 31.61/. 
—^ Bonnd Tabtv. 3/. td. 



HAZLITT'S SketobcB Mud 
Eiitara. 31. M. 

The Spirit of the Age; or. 

Contemporary Portraits. Edited 
by W. Carew Hazlilt. 3/. 6rf. 

BEATON'S OonoJiB Hlatorj of 
Painting. New Edition, leviseil 
by Cosmo Monkhouse, JJ. 

HEGKL'S LeotureeonthaFhllo- 
■ophy of Hlitory. Translated bjp 
J. Sibree, M.A. 

HEINE'S Poem, Complelt.. 
Translated by Ei^at A. Bonring, 
C.B. 3J. &i 

TraTel-Flotnrea, including the 

Tour in the Han, Nordeniey, and 
Book of Ideas, together with the 
Romantic School, Translated fay 
Francis Storr. A New Edition, 
revised throughout. With Appen- 
dices and Maps. 3r. f>d. 

HELP'S IJfe of Christopher 
Columbru, the Discoverer of 
America. By Sir Arthur Helpp, 
K.C.B. 3.. 6rf. 

Life of Hamaodo Cortes. 

and the Conquest of Mexico. 2 
vols. 3j. W. each. 

Life of Plzarro. 31. 6rf. 

Llfeof LasOasaaiheApostlt^ 

of the Indies, y. 6c/. 

HENDERSON (E.) Selsot HlE 
torloalDtKnunente of the Middle- 
Ages, including the most famoU' 
Charters telaling to EngUnd, Ihe 
Empire, the Church, &c., fton. 
the eth to the 14th Centuries. 
Translated from the Latin aw! 
edited by Ernest F. Henderson, 
A.n., A.M., Ph,n. 5^. 

HBNPRET'S Qutde 10 Ensllsl- 
Oolns, froni ihe Conquest lo Ih'. 
present time. New and revisei' 
Edition by C. F. Keirv, M.A.. 
F.S.A. 61. 

HENBT OP HONTINQDOHT 
Hlttory of the B&tllA. Trant 
Uled by T. Foreiln, M.A. 5^. 
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HENRY'S (Matthew) BxposlUon 
of the Book of the Psalms. 51. 

liBLIODORUS. Theagenesand 
Ohariolea. — See Greek Ko* 

MANCSS. 

HBRODOTUS. Translated by the 
Rev. Henry Gary, M.A. 3^. td, 

Notes on. Original and Se- 
lected from the best Commenta- 
tors. By D. W. Turner, M.A. 
With Coloured Map. 5j. 

Analysis and Summary of 

ByJ. T.Wheeler. 5J. 

OBSIOD, CALLIMAOHUS, and 
THSOGNIS. Translated by the 
Rev. J. Banks, M.A. 51. 

SOFFMANN'S (E. T. W.) The 
Serapion Brethren. Translated 
from the German by Lt.-Col. Alex. 
Ewing. 2 vols. 3.r. 6^. each. 

ciOLBEIN'S Dance of Death 
and Bible Outs. Upwards of 150 
Subjects, engraved in facsimile, 
with Introduction and Descrip- 
tions by Francis Douce and Dr. 
Thomas Frognall Dibden. 5^. 

lOMER'S niad. Translated into 
English Prose by T. A. Buckley, 
B.A. 51. 

— Odyssey. Hymns, Epigrams, 
and Battle of the Frogs andMice. 
Translated into English Prose by 
T. A. Buckley, B.A. 51. 

— See also Pope. 

iOOPBR'S (a.) Waterloo : The 
Downfall of the First Napo- 
leon : a History of the Campaign 
of 181 5. By George Hooper. 
With Maps and Plans, y, 6d. 

— The Campaign of Sedan : 
The Downfall of the Second Em- 
pire, August - September, 1870. 
With General Map and Six Plans 
of Battle. 3x. 6i/. 

iORACB. A new literal Prose 
tianslation, by A. Hamilton Bryce, 
LL.D. 31. 6d. 



HUGO'S (Vlotor) Drama tlo 
Works. Hernani— Ruy Bias— 
The King's Diversion. Translated 
by Mrs. Newton Crosland and 
F. L. Slous. 31. 6d, 

Poems, chiefly Lyrical. Trans- 
lated by various Writers, now first 
collected by J. H. L. Williams. 
3^. W. 

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos. Trans- 
lated by E. C. Ott^, B. H. Paul, 
and W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. 5 vols. 
31. 6d, each, excepting Vol. V. 5^. 

Personal Narrative of his 

Travels to the Equinoctial Regions 
of America during the years 1799- 
1804. Translated by T. Ross. 3 
vols. 5^. each. 

VlewB of Nature. Translated 

by E. C. Ott6 and H. G. Bohn. 

HUMPHREYS' Coin OoUeotor's 
Manual. By H. N. Humphreys, 
with upwards of 140 Illustrations 
on Wood and Steel. 2 vols. 5x. 
each. 

HUNGJ^tY: its History and Re- 
volution, together with a copious 
Memoir of Kossuth, y. 6d, 

HUTOHINSON (Colonel). Me. 
moirs of the Life of. By his 
Widow, Lucy : together with her 
Autobiography, and an Account 
of the Siege of Lathom House. 
Zs.ed. 

HUNT'S Poetry of Soienoe. By 
Richard Hunt. 3rd Edition, re- 
vised and enlarged. 51. 

INDIA BEFORE THE SEPOY 
MUTINY. A Plotorial, De- 
soriptlve, and Historical Ao- 
count, from the Earliest Times 
to the Annexation of the Punjab, 
with upwards of 100 Engravings 
on Wood, and a Map. 5;. 

INGULPH'H Chronicles of the 
Abbey of Oroyland, with the 
Continuation by Peter of Blois 
and other Writers. Translated by 
H. T. Riley, M.A. 51. 
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IRVINa'S (WashlDgton) Oom- 
plete Works. 15 vols. With Por- 
traits, &c 31. 6^. each. 

I. — Salmagundi, Knicker- 
bocker's History of New 
York. 
II.— The Sketch-Book, and the 
Life of Oliver Goldsmith. 
III. — Bracebridee Hall, Abbots- 
ford andNewstead Abbey. 
IV.— The Alhambra, Tales of a 

Traveller. 
V. — Chronicle of the Cdnauest 
of Granada, Lerenos of 
the Conquest of Spain. 
VI. & VII.— Life and Vovages of 
Columbus, together with 
the Voyages of his Com- 
panions. 
VIII. — Astoria, A Tour on the 
Prairies. 
XI. — Life of Mahomet, Livesof the 
Successors of Mahomet. 
X. — Adventures of Captain Bon- 
neville, U.S.A., Wolfert's 
Roost. 
XI. — Biographies and Miscella- 
neous Papers. 
XII.-XV.— Life of George Wash- 
ington. 4 vols. 

Life and Letters. By his 

Nephew, Pierre E. Irving. 2 vols. 
y, 6d. each. 

ISOORATES, The Orations of. 
Translated by J. H. Freesc, M.A. 
Vol. I. Ss. 

JAMES'S (G. P. R.) Life of 
Blohard CcBur de Lion. 2 vols. 
3J. 6d, each. 

The Life and Times of Louis 

XrV. 2 vols. 3x. 6d, each. 

JAMESON'S (Mrs.) Shake- 
speare's Heroines. Character- 
istics of Women; Moral, Poetical, 
and Historical. By Mrs. Jameson. 
3J. 6d, 

JESSE'S (E.) Aneodotes of Dogs. 
With 40 Woodcuts and 34 Steel 
Engravings. 5/. 



JESSE'S (J. H.) Memoirs of the 
Court of England during the 
Reign of the Stuarts, including; 
the Protectorate. 3 vols. With 
42 Portraits. 51. each. 

Memoirs of the Pretenders 

and their Adherents. With 6 
Portraits. 5j. 

JOHNSON'S Lives of the Poets. 
Edited by Mrs. Alexander Napier, 
with Introduction hv Professor 
Hales. 3 vols. 31. otf. each. 

JOSEPHUS (Flayius), The Works 
of. Whiston's Translation, re- 
vised by Rev. A. R. Shilleto, M. A 
With Topographical and Geo. 
graphical Notes by Colonel Sir 
C. W. Wilson, K.C.B. 5 vols. 
3;. 6d, each. 

JOYCE'S Solentific Dialogues. 
With numerous Woodcuts. $s, 

JUKES-BROWNE (A. J.), The 
Building of the British Isles: 
a Study in Geographical Evolu- 
tion. Illustrated by numerous 
Maps and Woodcuts. 2nd Edition, 
revised, *js, 6d, 

Student's Handbook of 

Physioal Oeology. With nu- 
merous Diagrams and Illustra- 
tions. 2nd Edition, much en- 
larged, 71. 6^. 

JULIAN, the Emperor. Contain- 
ing Gregory Nazianzen's Two In- 
vectives and Libanus' Monody, 
with Julian's extant Theosophical 
Works. Translated by C. W. 
King, M.A. 5^. 

JUSTIN, CORNELIUS NEPOS, 
and EUTROFIUS. Translated 
by the Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 

JUVENAL, FERSIUS. SUL- 
PICIA and LUOILIUS. Trans- 
lated by L. Evans, M.A. 5^. 

JUNIUS'S Letters. With all tlie 
Notes of Woodfall's Edition, and 
important Additions. 2 vols. 
3f. 6d* each. 



H 



An Alphabetical List of Books 



KANT'S Critique of Piu-e HeaBon. 
Translated by J. M. D. Meikle- 
john. 5f. 

Prolegomena and Meta- 

physlcalFoundatlonsofNatural 
Soienoe. Translated byE. Belfort 
Bax. 5j. 

KSIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) My- 
thology of Ancient Greece and 
Italy. 4th Edition, revised by 
Leonard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. 
With 12 Plates from the Antique. 

Fairy Mythology, illustrative 

of the Romance and Superstition 
of Various Countries. Revised 
Edition, with Frontispiece by 
Cruikshank. 5^. 

I*A FONTAINE'S Fables. Trans- 
lated into English Verse by Elizur 
Wright. New Edition, with Notes 
by J. W. M. Gibbs. 31. (id, 

LAMARTINE'S History of the 
Girondists. Translated by H. T. 
Ryde. 3 vols. 3^. 6</. each. 

History of the Restoration 

of Monarchy in France (a Sequel 
to the History of the Girondists). 
4 vols. 3^. 6^. each. 

History of the French Re- 
volution of 1848. 31. td, 

LAMB'S (Charles) Essays of £lla 
and Eliana. Complete Edition. 
3J. 6rf. 

Specimens of English Dra- 
matic Poets of the Time of 
Elisabeth. 3^. td, 

Memorials and Letters of 

Charles Lamb. By Serjeant 
Talfourd. New Edition, revised, 
by W. Carew Ilazlitt. 2 vols. 
3i. td, each. 

LANZI'S History of Painting in 
Italy, from the Period of the 
Revival of the Fine Arts to the 
End of the Eighteenth Century. 
Translated by Thomas Roscoe. 
3 vols. 3i. 6^. each. 



LAPPENBERG'S History of 
England under the Anglo- 
Saxon Khigs. Translated l)y 
B. Thorpe, F.S.A. New edition, 
revised by E. C. Ott^. 2 vols. 
31. dd. each. 

LECTURES ON PAINTING, 
by Barry, Opie, Fuseli. Edited 
by R. Wornum. 51. 

LEONARDO DA VINCI'S 
Treatise on Painting. Trans- 
lated by J. F. Rigaud, R.A.t 
With a Life of Leonardo by John 
William Brown. With numerous 
Plates. 5J. 

LEPSIUS'S Letters from Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of 
Sinai. Translated by L. and 
J. B. Horner. With Maps. 5j. 

LESSING'S Dramatic Works, 
Complete. Edited by Ernest Bell, 
M.A. With Memoir of Lessing 
by Helen Zimmern. 2 vols. 
3J. (hd, each. 

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, 

and the Representation oi 
Death by the Ancients. Trans- 
lated by IL C. Beasley and Helen 
Zimmern. Bkiited by Edward 
Bell, M.A. With a Frontispiece 
of the Laokoon group, y, 6d. 

LILLY'S Introduction to Astro- 
logy. With a Grammar of 
Astrology and Tables for Cal- 
culating Nativities, by Zadkiel. $s, 

LIVY'S History of Rome. Trans- 
lated by Dr. Spillan, C. Edmonds, 
and others. 4 vols. $s, each. 

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works. 
Edited by J. A. St. John. 2 vols. 
3i. 6d. each. 

Life and Letters: By Lord 

King. 3^. 6d, 

LOCKHART (J. G.)— 5^^ BuRNS. 
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LODOE'S PoxtralU'of ninBfarloaB 
Feraonages of Great Britain, 
with Biographical and Historical 
Memoirs. 240 Portraits engraved 
on Steel, with the respective Bio- 
graphies unabridged. 8 vols. 5'* 
eacn. 

LONGFELLOW'S Prose 
Works. With 16 full-page Wood 
Engravings. 5/. 

LOUDON'S (Mm.) Natural 
History. Revised edition, by 
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. With 
numerous Woodcut lihis. $s, 

LOWNDES' Bibliographer's 
Manual of English Literature. 
Enlarged Edition. By H. G. 
Bohn. 6 vols, cloth, 51. each. 
Or 4 vols., half morocco, 2/. zr. 

L0NGX7S. Daphnls and Chloe. 
— See Grbek Romances. 

LXTCAN'S Pharsalla. Translated 
by H. T. Riley, M.A. 5j. 

LUGIAN'S Dialogues of the 
Gods, of the Sea Gods, and 
of the Dead. Translated by 
Howard Williams, M.A. 5;. 

LXTORETIXTS. Translated by the 
Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. $s, 

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans- 
lated and] Edited by William 
Ilaztitt. 3J. 6d. 

Autobiography. — See 

MiCHBLET. 

MAOHIAYELLI'S History of 
Florence, together with the 
Prince, Savonarola, various His- 
torical Tracts, and a Memoir of 
Machiavelli. 31. 6d, 

MALLET'S Northern Antiqui- 
ties, or an Historical Account of 
the Manners, Customs, Religions 
and Laws, Maritime Expeditions 
and Discoveries, Language and 
Literature, of the Ancient Scandi- 
navians. Translated by Bishop 
Percy. Revised and Enlarged 
Edition, with a Translation of the 
Prose Edda, by J. A. Black- 
well. $1. 



MANTELL'S (Dr.) Petri&ottons 
and their Teaobings. With nu- 
merous illustrative Woodcuts. 6j. 



Wonders of Geology. 8th 



Edition, revised by T. Rupert 
Jones, F.G.S. With a coloured 
Geological Map of England, 
Plates, and upwards ol 200 
Woodcuts, a vols. 7;. 61/.^ each. 

MANZONI. The Betrothed: 
beinf^ a Translation of 'I Pro- 
messi Sposi.' By Alessandro 
Manzoni. With numerous Wood- 
cuts. 51. 

MABOO POLO'S TraTBis; the 
Translation of Marsden revised 
by T. Wright, M.A., F.S.A. $5, 

MARRYAT'S (Capt. B.N.) 
Masterman Ready. With 93 
Woodcuts. 31. 6d» 

Mission ; or. Scenes in Africa. 

Illustrated by Gilbert and Dalziel. 

Pirate and Three Cutters. 



With 8 Steel Engravings, from 
Drawings by CUrkson Stanfield, 
R.A. 3^. M, 

PrlYateersman. 8 Engrav- 



ings on Steel, y, 6a 

Settlers in Canada. 10 En- 



gravings by Gilbert and Dalziel. 

— Poor Jack. With 16 Illus- 
trations after Clarkson Stansfield, 
R.A. 31. 6(/. 

— Peter Shnple. With 8 full- 
page Illustrations. 3;. 6d, 

Midshipman Easy. With 8 



full- page Illustrations. 3;. 6iL 

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. 
Translated into Prose, each ac- 
companied by one or more Verse 
Translations selected firom the 
Works of English Poets, and 
other sources. 71. 6^. 
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MARTINEAU'S (Harriet) His- 
tory of England, from 1800- 
1815. 31. 6</. 

History of the Thirty Years' 

Peace, a.d. 1815-46. 4 vols. 
3x. td. each. 

— See Comte*s Positive Philosophy^ 

MATTHEW PABIS'S English 
History, from the Year 1235 to 
1273. Translated bv Rev. J. A. 
Giles, D.C.L. 3 vols. 51. each. 

MATTHEW OF WESTMIN- 
STER'S Flowers of History, 
from the beginning of the World 
to A.D. 1307. Translated by C. D. 
Yonge, M.A. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

MAXWELL'S Vlotorles of Wel- 
ington and the British Annies. 
Frontispiece and 5 Portraits. 51. 

MBNZEL*S History of Qermany, 
from the Earliest Period to 1842. 
3 vols. 3^. dd, each. 

MICHAEL ANGELO AND 
RAPHAEL, their Lives and 
Works. By Duppa aud Quatre- 
mere de Quincy. With Portraits, 
and Engravings on Steel, ^s, 

MICHELET'S Luther's Auto- 
biography. Trans, by William 
Hazlitt. With an Appendix (110 
pages) of Notes. 35. o</. 

History of the Frenoh Revo- 
lution from its earliest indications 
to the flight of the King in 1791. 
3i. td, 

MIGNET'SHlstory of theFrenoh 
Revolution, from 1789 to 1814. 
3x. td» 

MILL (J. S.). Early Essays by 
John Stuaxt Mill. Collected from 
various sources by J. W. M. Gibbs. 
3J. 6^^. 

MILLER (Professor). History 
Philosophically Illustrated,from 
the Fall of the Roman Empire to 
the French Revolution. 4 vols. 
J/, td, each. 



MILTON'S Prose Works. Edited 
by T. A. St. John. 5 vols. 31. 6<f. 
each. 

Poetical Works, with a Me- 
moir and Critical Remarks by 
Tames Montgomery, an Index to 
Paradise Lost, Todd's Verbal Index 
to all the Poems, and a Selection 
of Explanatory Notes by Henry 
G. Bohn. Illustrated with 120 
Wood Engravings from Drawings 
by W. Harvey. 2 vols. 31. 6flf. 
each. 

MITFORD'S (Miss) Our Village 
Sketches of Rural Character and 
Scenery. With 2 Engravings on 
Steel. 2 vols. 31. da, each. 

MOUERE'S Dramatio Works. 

A new Translation in English 

Prose, by C. H. Wall. 3 vols. 
3J. 6^. each. 

MONTAQU. • The Letters and 
Works of Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu. Edited by her great- 
grandson, Lord Wharncliffe's Edi- 
tion, and revised by W. Moy 
Thomas. New Edition, revised, 
with 5 Portraits. 2 vols. 51, each. 

MONTAIQNE'S Essays. Cotton's 
Translation, revised by W. C. 
Hazlitt. New Edition. 3 vols. 
31. td, each. 

MONTESQUIEU'S Spirit 01 
Laws. New Edition, revised and 
corrected. By J. V. Pritchard, 
A.M. 2 vols. 3i. td, each. 

MOTLEY (J. L.). The Rise of 
the Dutch Republic. A History. 
By John Lothrop Motley. New 
Edition, with Biographical Intro- 
duction by Moncure D. Conway. 
3 vols. 3; . td, each. 

MORPHY'S Games of Chess. 
Being the Matches and best Games 
played by theAmerican Champion, 
with Explanatory and Analytical 
Notes by }. LowenthaL 5;. 
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MUDrC'S British BlrdB ; or, His- 
tory of the Feathered Tribes of the 
British Islands. Revised by W. 
C. L. Martin. With 52 Figures 
of Birds and 7 Coloured Plates of 
Eggs. 2 vols. 

NEANDEB (Dr. A.). History 
of thie Christian B^glon and 
Ohuroh. Trans, from the German 
byJ.Torrey. 10 vols. 3x.6dr. each. 

lilfe of Jesus Christ. Trans- 
lated by J. McClintock and C. 
Blumenthal. .31. fid, 

History of the Planting and 

Training of the Christian 
Church by the Apostles. 
Translated by J. E. Ryland. 
2 vols. 3r. (id, each. 

Memorials of Christian Life 



In the Early and Middle Ages ; 
including Light in Dark Places. 
Trans, by J. E. Ryland. 35. ^d, 

NIBELUNGEN LIED. The 
Xjay of the Nlbelungs, metrically 
translated from the old German 
text by Alice Hoiton, and edited 
by Edward Bell, M.A. To which 
is prefixed the Essay on the Nibe- 
lungen Lied by Thomas Carlyle. 

NEW TESTAMENT (The) In 
Greek. Griesbach's Text, with 
various Readings at the foot of 
the page, and Parallel References 
in die margin ; also a Critical 
Introduction and Chronological 
Tables. Bv an eminent Scholar, 
with a Greek and English Lexicon. 
3rd Edition, revised and corrected. 
Two Facsimiles of Greek Manu- 
scripts. 900 pages. 51. 

The Lexicon may bie had sepa- 
rately, price 25, 

NICOLINI'S History of the 
Jesuits: their Or^in, Progress, 
Doctrines, and Designs. With 8 
Portraits. 51. 



NOBTH (R.) Lives of the Ri^ht 
Hon. Francis North, Baron Guild- 
ford, the Hon. Sir Dudley North, 
and the Hon. and Rev. Dr. John 
North. By the Hon. Roger 
North. Together with the Auto- 
biomphy of the Author. Edited 
by Augustus Jessopp, D.D. 3 vols. 
3f. dd, each. 

NUGENT'S (Lord) Memorials 
of Hampden, his Party and 
Times. With a Memoir of the 
Author, an Autograph Letter, and 
Portrait. 51. 

OCKLET (S.) History of the 
Saraoens and their Conquests 
In Syria, Persia, and Egypt. 
By Simon Ocklev, B.D., Professor 
of Arabic in the University of 
Cambridge. 31. td, 

OLD ENGLISH CHRON- 
ICLES, including Ethelwerd's 
Chronicle, Asser's Life of Alfred, 
Geoffrey of Monmouth's British 
History, Gildas, Nennius, and tlie 
spurious chronicle of Richard of 
Cirencester. Edited by J. A. 
Giles, D.C.L. 55. 

OMAN (J. C.) The Great Indian 
Epics : the Stories of the Rama- 
YANA and the Mahabharata. 
By John Campbell Oman, Prin- 
cipal of Khalsa College, Amritsar. 
With Notes, Appendices, and 
Illustrations. 31. oa. 

ORDERICUS YITALIS' Eccle. 
slastloal History of England 
and Normandy. Translated by 
T. Forester, M.A. To which is 
added the Chronicle of St. 
EvROULT. 4 vols. 51. each. 

OVID'S Works, complete. Literally 
translated into Prose. 3 vols. 
5f. each. 

PASCAL'S Thoughts. Translated 
from the Text of M. Auguste 
Molinier by C. Kegan Paul. 3rd 
Edition. 3J. 6</. 
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FAULI'S pr. R.) Life of Alfred 
the Qreat Translated from the 
German. To which is appended 
Alfred's Anglo-Saxon Version 
OF Orosius. With a literal 
Translation interpaged, Notes, 
and an Anglo-Saxon Grammar 
and Glossary, by B. Thorpe. 5^. 

FAUSANIAS' DescrlpUon of 
Oieeoe. Newly translated by A. R. 
Shilleto, M.A. 2 vols. 5;. each. 

FEABSON'S SzpoBition of the 
Greed. Edited by E. Walford, 
M.A. 5x. 

FEPYS' Diary and Oorrespond- 
ence. Deciphered by the Rev. 
J. Smith, M.A., from the original 
Shorthand MS. in the Pepysian 
Library. Edited by Lord Bray- 
brooke. 4 vols. With 31 En- 
gravings. 5j. each. 

PEROT'S Rellques of Ancient 
English Foetry. With an Essay 
on Ancient Minstrels and a Glos- 
sary. Edited by J. V. Pritchard, 
A.M. 2 vols. 31. td* each. 

PEBSIUS.— .SV^ Juvenal. 

FETBARCH'S Sonnets, Tri- 
umphs, and other Foems. 
Translated into English Verse by 
various Hands. With a Life of 
the Poet by Thomas Campbell. 
With Portrait and 15 Steel En- 
gravings. 5^. 

FHILO - JUD-EUS, Works of. 
Translated by Prof. C. D. Yonge, 
M.A. 4 vols. 5f. each. 

PIOEEBING'S History of the 
Baoes of Man, and their Geo- 
graphical Distribution. With An 
Analytical Synopsis of the 
Natural History of Man by 
Dr. Hall. With a Map of the 
World and 12 coloured Plates. 5^. 

PINDAB. Translated into Prose 
by Dawson W. Turner. To which 
is added the Metrical Version by 
Abraham Moore, ^i. 



FLANOHE. History of British 
Costume, from the Earliest Time 
to the Close of the Eighteenth 
Century. By J. R. Planch^, 
Somerset Herald. With upwards 
of 400 Illustrations, ^s, 

FIiATO'S Works. Literally trans- 
lated, with Introduction and 
Notes. 6 vols. 51. each. 

I. — ^The Apology of Socrates, 
Crito, Phaedo, Gorgias, Pro- 
tagoras, Phsednis, iJiesetetus, 
Euthyphron, Lysis. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. H. Carey, 
n. — ^The Republic, Timseus, and 
Critias. Translated by Henry 
Davis. 

ill. — Meno, Euthydemus, The 
Sophist, Statesman, Cratylus, 
Parmenides,and the Banquet. 
Translated by G. Burges. 

IV. — Philebus, Charmides, Laches, 
Menexenus, Hippias, Ion, 
The Two Alcibiades, Thc- 
ages. Rivals, Hipparchus, 
Minos, Clitopho, Epistles. 
Translated by G. Burges. 
V. — The Laws. Translated by 
G. Burges. 

VI.— The Doubtful Works. Trans- 
lated by G. Burges. 

Summary and Analysis ol 

the Dialogues. With Analytical 
Index. By A. Day, LL.D. 51-. 

FLAXXTO'S'S Comedies. Trans- 
lated by H. T. Riley, M.A. 2 
vols. 51. each. 

FLINT'S Natural History. 
Translated by the late John 
Bostock, M.D., F.R.S., and H. T. 
Riley, M.A. 6 vob. 51. each. 

FLINT. The Letters of FUny 
the Tounger. Melmoth's trans- 
lation, revised by the Rev. F. C. 
T. Bosanquet, M.A. 5^. 

FLOTINUS, Select Works of. 
Translated by Thomas Taylor. 
With an Introduction containing 
the substance of Porphyry's Plo- 
tinus. Edited by G. R. S. Mead, 
B.A., M.R.A.S. SJ. 
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PLUTARCH'S LiTes. Translated 
by A. Stewart, M.A., and George 
Lx>ng, M^. 4 vols. 3J. 6^^. each. 

Morals. TTicosophical Essays. 



Translated by C. W. King, M.A. 
Moralfl. Ethical Essays. 



Translated by the Rev. A. R. 
Shilleto, M. A. 5^. 

POETRY OP AMERICA. So- 
leotions from One Hundred 
American Poets, from 1776 to 
1876. By W. J. Linton. 35. fiaT. 

POLITICAL CYOLOPiBDIA. 
A Dictionary of Political, Con- 
stitutional, Statistical, and Fo- 
rensic Knowledge ; forming a 
Work of Reference on subjects of 
Civil Administration, Political 
Economy, Finance, Commerce, 
Laws, and Social Relations. 4 
vols. 31. M, each. 

POPE'S Poetical Works. Edited, 
with copious Notes, by Robert 
Carruthers. With numerous Illus- 
trations. 2 vols. 5j. each. 

Homer's niad. Edited by 

the Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 
Illustrated by the entire Series of 
Flaxman's Designs. 51. 

Homer's Odyssey, with the 

Battle of Frogs and Mice^ Hymns, 
&c., by other translators. Edited 
by the Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 
With the entire Series of Flax- 
man's Designs. 51. 

Life, including many of his 

Letters. By Ro^rt Carruthers. 
With numerous Illustrations. 51. 

POXTSHIOK'S Prose Tales: The 
Captain's Daughter — Doubrovsky 
— The Queen of Spades — An 
Amateur Feasant Girl— The Shot 
■—The Snow Storm— The Post- 
master — The Coffin Maker — 
Kirdjali— The Egyptian Nights- 
Peter the Great's Negro. Trans- 
lated by T. Keane. 3/. ^. 



PRBSCOTT'S Conquest of 
Mexico. Copyright edition, with 
the notes by John Foster Kirk, 
and an inlroductinn by G. 1*. 
Winship. 3 vols. 31. (xi, each. 

Conquest of Peru. Copyright 

edition, with the notes of John 
Foster Kirk. 2 vols. 3J. 6^. each. 

Reign of Ferdinand and 

Isabella. Copyright edition, 
with the notes of John Foster 
Kirk. 3 vols. 3^. 6f/. each. 

PROPERTIUS. Translated by 
Rev. P. J. F. Gantillon, M.A., 
and accompanied by Poetical 
Versions, from various sources. 
3J. 6rf. 

PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con- 
taining an entire Republication 
of Rav's Collection of English 
Proverbs, with his additions from 
Foreign Languages and a com- 
plete Alphabetical Index ; in which 
are introduced large additions as 
well of Proverbs as of Sayings, 
Sentences, Maxims, and Phrases, 
collected by H. G. Bohn. 51. 

PROVERBS, A Polyglot of 
Foreign. Comprising French, 
Italian, German, Dutch, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Danish. With 
English Translations & a General 
Index by H. G. Bohn. 51. 

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN, 
and other Objects of Vertu. Com- 
prising an Illustrated Catalogue of 
the Bemal Collection of Works 
of Art, with the prices at which 
they were sold by auction, and 
names of the possessors. To which 
are added, an Introductory Lecture 
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an 
Engraved List of all the known 
Marks and Monograms. By Henry 
G. Bohn. With numerous Wood 
Engravings, 5^. ; or with Coloured 
Illustrations, lar. 6^. 

PROUT'S (Father) Reliques. Col- 
lected and arranged by Rev. F. 
Mahony. New issue, with 21 
Etchings by D. Maclise, R.A. 
Nearly 600 pages. 51. 
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QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ol 
Oratory, or Education of an 
Orator. Translated by the Rev. 
J. S. Watson, M.A. 2 vols. 5/ 
each. 

RACINE'S (Jean) Dramatio 
Works. A metrical English ver- 
sion. By R. Bruce Boswell, M.A. 
Oxon. 2 vols. 3i. td, each. 

RANKE'S History of the Popes, 
their Church and State, and espe- 
cially of their Conflicts with Pro- 
testantism in the i6th and 17th 
centuries. Translated by E. 
Foster. 3 vols. 31. (id, each. 

History of Servla and the 

Servian Revolution. With an 
Account of the Insurrection in 
Bosnia. Translated by Mrs. Kerr. 
3J. 6./. 

RECREATIONS in SHOOTING. 
By ' Craven.* With 62 Engravings 
on Wood after Harvey, and 9 
Engravings on Steel, chiefly after 
A. Cooper, R.A. 5^. 

RENNIE'S Inseot Arohiteoture. 
Revised and enlarged by Rev. 
J. G. Wood, M.A. With 186 
Woodcut Illustrations. 5^. 

REYNOLD'S (Sir J.) Literary 
Works. Edited by H.W.Beechy. 
2 vols. 3J. td, each. 

RICARDO on the Principles of 
Political Economy and Taxa- 
tion, Edited by E. C. K. Conner, 
M.A. 55. 

RICHTER (Jean Paul Frledrioh). 
Levana, a Treatise on Education: 
together with the Autobiography 
(a Fragment), and a short Pre- 
fatory Memoir. 3;. dd* 

Flower, Fruit, and Thorn 

Pieces, or the Wedded Life, Death, 
and Marriage of Firmian Stanis- 
laus Siebenkaes, Parish Advocate 
in the Parish of Kuhschnapptel. 
Newly translated by Lt. -Col. Alex. 
Ewing. 3i. 6^. 



ROGER DE HOVEDEN'S An- 
nals of English History, com- 
prising the History of England 
and of other Countries of Europe 
from A.D. 732 to A.D. 1201. 
Translated by H. T. Riley, M.A. 
2 vols. 5j. each. 

ROQER OF WSNDOVER'S 
Flowers of History, comprising 
the History of England from the 
Descent of the Sucons to a.d. 
i23^,formerly ascribed to Matthew 
Pans. Translated by J. A. Giles, 
D.C.L. 2 vols. 5x. each. 

ROME in the NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. Containing a com- 
plete Account of the Ruins of the 
Ancient City, the Remains of the 
Middle Ages, and the Monuments 
of Modern Times. By C. A. Eaton. 
With 34 Steel Engravings. 2 vols. 
5x. each. 

Sec Burn and Dyer. 

ROSCOE*S (W.) Life and PonU- 
floate of Leo X. Final edition, 
revised by Thomas Roscoe. 2 
vols. 31* 6^. each. 

Life of Lorenzo de' Medioi, 



called <the Magnificent.' With 
his poems, letters, (fee. loth 
Edition, revised, with Memoir of 
Roscoe by his Son. 3;. 6</. 

RUSSIA. History of, from the 
earliest Period, compiled from 
the most authentic sources by 
Walter K. Kelly. With PortraiU. 
2 vols. 31. 6^. each. 

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VEL- 
LEIUS PATERCULUS. 
Translated by J. S.Watson, M.A. 

SCHILLER'S Works. Translated 
by various hands. 7 vols. 3^. dd, 
each: — 

I.— History of the Thirty Years* 
War. 
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Schillbr's Works continued, 

II.— Historv of the Revolt in the 
Netherlands, the Trials of 
Counts Egmont and Horn, 
the Siege of Antwerp, and 
the Disturbances in France 
preceding the Reign of 
Henry IV. 

III. — Don Carlos, Mary Stuart, 
Maid of Orleans, Bride of 
Messina, together with the 
Use of the Chorus in 
Tragedy (a short Essay). 

These Dramas are all 
translated in metre. 

IV.— Robbers ( with Schiller's 
original Preface), Fiesco, 
Love and Intrigue, De- 
metrius, Ghost Seer, Sport 
of Divinity. 

The Dramas in this 
volume are translated into 
Prose. 
V. — Poems. 

VI.— Essays,iEsthetical and Philo- 
sophical 

VII.— Wallenstein's Camp, Pic- 
colomini and Death of 
Wallenstein,WiUiam Tell. 

SOHILLBB and aOBTHE. 
Ocrrespondenoe between, from 
A.D. 1794- 1805. Translated by 
L. Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. 31. M, 
each. 

SOHLHaBL'S (F.) Leotnrei on 
the PhlloBophy of Life and the 
Philosophy of Language. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. A. J. W. Mor- 
rison, M.A. 3 J. 6^. 

Lectures on the History of 



Literature, Ancient and Modern. 
Translated from the German. 35.60. 

Lectures on the Philosophy 

of History. Translated by J. B. 
Robertson. 31. 6<^ 

SOHLE GEL'S Lectures on 
Modern History, together with 
the Lectures entitled Caesar and 



Alexander, and The Beginning of 
our History. Translated by L. 
Purcell and R. H. Whitetock. 
31. 6dr. 

iBsthetic and Miscellaneous 

Works. Translated by E. J. 
Millington. 31. ^, 

SOHLEGEL (A. W.) Lectures 
on Dramatic Art and Literature. 
Translated by J. Black. Revised 
Edition, bv the Rev. A.^ J. W. 
Morrison, M.A. 3^. dd, 

SOHOPENHAUER on the Four- 
fold Root of the Principle of 
Sufficient Reason, and On the 
Will in Nature. Translated by 
Madame Hillebrand. 5j. 

Essays. Selected and Trans- 
lated. With a Biographical Intro- 
duction and Sketch of his Philo- 
sophy, by E. Belfort Bax. 5j. 

SOHOXrW'S Earth, Plants, and 
Man. Translated by A. Henfrey. 
With coloured Map of the Geo- 
graphy of Plants. 5j. 

SOHUMANN (Robert). His Life 
and Works, by August Reissmann. 
Translated by A. L. Alger, y, 6d. 

Early Letters. Originally pub- 

blished by his Wife. Translated 
by May Herbert. With a Preface 
by Sir George Grove, D.C.L. 
3J. 6d. 

SENECA on Benefits. Newly 

translated by A. Stewart, M.A. 

3J. 6d, 
Minor Essasrs and On Glem- 

ency. Translated by A. Stewart, 

M.A. 5x. 

SHAKESPEARE DOCU- 
MENTS. Arranged by D. H. 
Lambert, B.A. 31. 6d, 

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic 
Art. The History and Character 
of Shakespeare's Plays. By Dr. 
Hermann Ulrici. Translated by 
JLn Dora Schmits. 2 vols. y. fyi, 
each. 
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SHAKESPEARE (William). A 
Literary Biography by Karl Elze, 
Ph.D.» LL.D. Translated by 
L. Dora Schmitz. 51. 

SHARFE (S.) The History of 
Egypt, from the Earliest Times 
till the Conquest by the Arabs, 
A.D. 640. By Samuel Sharpe, 
2 Maps and upwards of 400 Illus- 
trative Woodcuts. 2 vols. 51. each. 

SHERIDAN'S DramaUo Works, 
Complete. With UUi, by G. G. S. 

SISMONDI'S History of the 
Literature of the South 01 
Europe. Translated by Thomas 
Roscoe. 2 vols. 3^. 6^. each. 

SYNONYMS and ANTONYMS, 
or Kindred Words and their 
Opposites, Collected and Con- 
trasted by Ven. C. J. Smith, M.A. 
Revised Edition. 51. 

SYNONYMS DISORIMI- 
NATED. A Dictionary of 
Synonymous Words in the Eng- 
lish Language, showing the 
Accurate signification of words 
of similar meaning. Illustrated 
with Quotations nom Standard 
Writers. With the Author's 
latest Corrections and Additions. 
Edited by the Rev. H. Percy 
Smith, M.A., of Balliul College, 
Oxford. 6f. 

SMITH'S (Adam) The Wealth of 
Nations. Edited by £. Belfort 
Bax. 2 vols. 31. 6</. each. 

Theory of Moral Sentiments ; 

with his Essay on the First For- 
mation of Languages ; to which is 
added a Memoir of the Author by 
Dagald Stewart. 3^*. 6(/. 

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures 
on Modem History; from the 
Irruption of the Northern Nations 
to the close of the American Ke- 
Ft^Jution. 2 vols. 3J. 6</. each. 



SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures 
on the French Revolution. 
2 vols. 31. (mL each. 

SMITH'S (Pye) (Hology and 
Scripture. 2nd Edition. 51. 

SMOLLETT'S Adventures 01 
Roderick Random. With short 
Memoir and Bibliography, and 
Cruikshank's Illustrations. 3;. 6^. 

Adventures of Peregrine 



Pickle, in which are included the 

Memoirs of a Lady of Quality. 

With Bibliography and Cruik- 

shanVs Illustrations. 2 vols. 3^.6^. 

each. 

— The Expedition of Hum- 



phry Olinker. With Bibliography 
and Cruikshank's Illustrations. 
3^. 6i/. 

SOORATES (sumamed *Scholas- 
tious '). The Ecclesiastical His- 
tory of (A. D. 305-445). Translated 
from the Greek. 51. 

SOPHOCLES, The Tragedies of. 
A New Prose Translation, with 
Memoir, Notes, &c., liy E. P. 
Coleridge, ^y. 

SOUTH EY'S Life of Nelson. 
With Facsimiles of Nelson's writ- 
ing, Portraits, Plans, and upwards 
of 50 Engravings on Steel and 
Wood. 5J. 

Life of Wesley, and the Rise 

and Progress of Methodism. 51. 
Robert Southey. The Story 

of his Life vnritten in his Letters. 

With an Introduction. Edited by 

John Dennis. 3i. 6^. 

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical His- 
tory. Comprising a History ot 
the Church from A.u. 324-440. 
Translated from the Greek. To- 
gether with the Ecclesiastical 
History of Philostorgius, as 
epitomised by Photius. Trans- 
lated from the Greek by Rev. E. 
Walford, M.A. ^j. 
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SPINOZA SOhlefWorkB. Trans- 
lated, with Introduction,by R.H.M. 
Elwes. 2 vols. 5j. each. 

BTAKIiSST'S Olassified Synopsis 
of the Prlnolpal Painters of the 
Dutch and Flemish Schools. 
By George Stanley. 5j. 

STARIiINa'S(MiS8)Noble Deeds 
of Women; or, Examples of 
Female Courage, Fortituae, and 
Virtue. With 14 Steel Engrav- 
ings, p. 

STAUNTON'S Ohess- Player's 
Handbook. A Popular and Scien- 
tific Introduction to the Game. 
With numerous Diagrams. 5;. 

Chess Praxis. A Supplement 



to the Chess-player's Handbook. 
Containing the most important 
modem improvements in the Open- 
ings; Code of Chess Laws; and 
a Selection of Morphy's Games. 
Annotated, ^f. 

— Chess-player's Companion. 
Comprising a Treatise on Odds, 
Collection of Match Games, and a 
Selection of Original Problems. 51. 

— Chess Tournament of 1851. 



A Collection of Games played at 
this celebrated assemblage. With 
Introduction and Notes. ^. 

STOOEHABDT'S Experimental 
Chemlstinr* A Handbook for the 
Study of the Science by simple 
experiments. Edited by C. W. 
Heaton, F.C.S. With numerous 
Woodcuts. New Edition, revised 
throughout. 5j. 

STRABO'S Geography. Trans- 
lated by W. Falconer, M.A., 
and II. C. Hamilton. 3 vols. 
51. each. 

STRICKLAND'S (Agnes) Lives 
of the Queens of England, from 
the Norman Conquest. Revised 
Edition. With 6 Portraits. 6 vols. 
51. each. 



STRICKLAND'S Life of Mary 
Queen of Eksots. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

Lives of the Tudor and Stuart 

Prinoesses. With Portraits. 5* . 

STUART and REVETT'S Anti- 
quities of Athens, and other 
Monuments of Greece; to which 
is added, a Glossary of Terms used 
in Grecian Architecture. With 71 
Plates engraved on Steel, and 
numerous Woodcut Capitals. 5j. 

SUETONnrS' Lives of theTwelve 
CfiBsars and Lives of the Oram- 
marians. The translation of 
Thomson, revised by T. Forester. 

SWIFT'S Prose Works. Edited 
by Temple Scott. With a Bio- 
graphical Introduction by the Right 
Hon. W. E. H. Ledcy, M.P. 
With Portraits and Facsimiles. 
12 vols. 3J. 6^. each. 
[ Vdls, /.- VL <&* VIIL'X. ready, 

I,— A Tale of a Tub, The Battle 
of the Books, and other 
early works. Edited by 
Temple Scott. With a 
Biographicsd Introduction 
by the Right Hon. 
W. E. H. Lecky. M.P. 

II.—The Journal to Stella. Edited 
by Frederick Ryland, M. A. 
With 2 Portraits of Stella, 
and a Facsimile of one of 
the Letters. 

III.& IV.— Writings on Relieion and 
the Church. Edited by 
Temple Scott. 

V. — Historical and Political 
Tracts (English). Edited 
by Temple Scott. 

r V'l.—The Drapier's Letters. 
With facsimiles of Wood's 
Coinage, &c. Edited by 
Temple Scott. 

VII. — Historical and Political 
Tracts (Irish). 

[In the press. 
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Swift's Prose Works continued, 
VIII.— Gulliver's Travels. Edited 
by G. R. Dennis. With 
Portrait and Maps. 

IX.— Contributions to the * Ex- 
aminer/ 'Tatler.* 'Spec- 
tator,' &c. Edited by 
Temple Scott. 

X.— Historical Writings. Edited 
by Temple Scott. 

XI. — Literary Essays. 

[In preparation, 

XII.— Index and Bibliography. 

[/« preparation, 

STOWS (Mrs. H.B.) Uncle Tom's 
Cabin, or Life among the Lowly. 
With Introductory Remarks by 
Rev. }. Sherman. With 8 full- 
page Illustrations. 3^. 6d, 

TACITUS. The Works of. Liter- 
ally translated. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

TALES OF THE GENII; or, the 
Delightful Lessons of lloram, the 
Son of Asmar. Translated from 
the Persian by Sir Charles Morell. 
Numerous Woodcuts and I2 Steel 
Engravings. 51. 

TASSO'S Jerusalem DeUvered. 
Translated into English Spenserian 
Verse by J. H. Wiffen. With 8 
Engravings on Steel and 24 Wood- 
cuts by Thurston. 5J. 

TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) 
Holy Llylng and Dying, with 
Prayers containing the Whole Duty 
of a Christian and the parts of De- 
votion fitted to all Occasions and 
furnished for all Necessities. 35. 6d, 

TEN BRINE.— 5«« Brink. 

TERENCE and PHiBDRUS. 
Literally translated by H. T. Riley, 
M. A. To which is added, Smart's 

MeTRICALVeRSION of PUiCDRUS. 

THEOCRITUS. BION, MOS- 
CHUS, and TYRTiBUS. Liter- 
ally translated by the Rev. J. 



Banks, M.A. To which are ap- 
pended the Metrical Versions of 
Chapman. $s, 

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. 
Histories of the Church from a.d. 
332 to A.D. 427 ; and from a.d. 
431 to A.D. 544. Translated from 
the Greek. 5i. 

THIERRY'S History of the 
Conquest of England by the 
Normans; its Causes, and iis 
Consequences in England, Scot- 
land, Ireland, and the Continent. 
Translated by William Hazlitt. 
2 vols. y. 6d, each. 

THUCYDIDES. The Pelopon- 
neslanWar. Literally translated 
by the Rev. H. Dale. 2 vols. 
3J. 6d. each. 

An Analysis and Summary 

of. With Chronological Table of 
Events, Ac By J. T. Wheeler. 5*. 

THUDIGHUM (J. L. W.) A Trea- 
tise on Wines: their Origin, 
Nature, and Varieties. With Prac- 
tical Directions for Viticulture and 
Vinification. ByJ. L. W. Thudi- 
chum, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Lond.). 



Illustrated. 5^. 

URE'S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manufieio- 
ture of Great Britain, systemati- 
cally investigated. Revised Edit, 
by P. I^. Simmonds. With 150 
original Illustrations. 2 vols. 5/. 
eacn. 

Philosophy of Manufkotures. 

Revised Edition, by P. L. Sim- 
monds. With numerous Figures. 
Doublevolume. ys, 6<i, 

VASARI'S Lives of the most 
Eminent Painters, Soulptors, 
and Arohiteots. Translated by 
Mrs. J. Foster, with a Commen- 
tary by J. P. Richter, Ph.D. 6 
vols. 3i. 6</. each. 

VIRGIL. A Literal Prose Trans- 
lation by A. Hamilton Bryce, 
LL.D., F.R.S.E. Wnth Portrait. 
3J. 6^. 
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VOLTAIRE'S Tales. Translated 
by R. B. Boswell. Vol. I., con- 
taining Bebouc, Memnon, Can- 
dide, Lingua, and other Tales. 

WALT0N*8 Oomplete An^er, 
or the Contemplative Man's Re- 
creation* by Iiaak Walton and 
Charles Cotton. Edited by Ed- 
ward Jesse. To which is added 
an account of Fishino; Stations, 
Tackle, &c., by Henry G. Bohn. 
With Portrait and 203 Engravings 
on Wood and 26 Engravings on 
Steel. 51. 



Lives of Donne, Hooker, fto. 



New Edition revised by A. H. 
BuUen, with a Memoir of Izaak 
Walton by Wm. Dowling. With 
numerous Illustrations. 51. 

WELLINGTON, Life of. By«An 
Old Soldier.' From the materials 
of Maxwell. With Index and 18 
Steel Engravings. 51. 

Victories of. See Maxwell. 



WEBNBB'B Templars in 
Cyprus. Translated by E. A. M. 
Lewis. 3J. M, 

WESTROPP (H. M.) A Hand- 
book of ArchsBology, Egyptian, 
Greek, Etruscan, Roman. By 
II. M. Westropp. 2nd Edition, 
revised. Witn very numerous 
Illustrations. 5j. 

WHITE'S Natural History of 
Selborne, with Observations on 
various Farts of Nature, and the 
Naturalists' Calendar. With Notes 
by Sir William Jardine. Edited 
by Edward Jesse. With 40 Por- 
traits and coloured Plates. 5^. 



WHEATLET'S A Rational Illus- 
tration of the Book of Oommon 
Prayer. 31. 6</. 

WHEELER'S Noted Names of 
Fiction, Dictionary of. Includ- 
ing also Familiar Pseudonyms, 
Surnames bestowed on Eminent 
Men, and Analogous Popular Ap- 
pellations often referred to m 
Literature and Conversation. By 
W. A. Wheeler, M.A. 51. 

WIESELER'S Chronological 
Synopsis of the Four Goqpels. 
Translated by the Rev. Canon 
Venables. 3r. 6^. 

WILLIAM of MALMESBIJRY'S 
Chronicle of the Kings of Eng- 
land, from the Earliest Period 
to the Reifi^n of King Stephen. 
Translated by the Rev. J. Sharpe. 
Edited by J. A. Giles, D.C.L. 51. 

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. J. S. Watson, 
M.A., and the Rev. H. Dale. In 
3 vols. 51. each. 

YOUNG (Arthur). Travels In 
France during the years 1787, 
1788, and 1789. Edited by 
M. Betham Edwards. 3;. 6</. 

Tour In Ireland, with 



General Observations on the state 
of the country during the years 
1776-79. Edited by A. W. 
Hutton. With Complete Biblio- 
graphy by J. P. Anderson, and 
Map. 2 vols. 31. td, each. 

YTTLE-TIDE STORIES. A Col- 
lection of Scandinavian and North- 
German Popular Tales and Tra- 
ditions, from the Swedish, Danbh, 
and German. Edited by B. Thorpe. 

5^. 
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NEW AND FORTHCOMING VOLUMES OF 

BONN'S LIBRARIES. 



THE PROSE WORKS OF JONATHAN SWIFT. Edited by 
Temple Scott. With an Introduction by the Right Hon. W. £. H. 
Lecky, M.P. In ii volumes, 31*. td, each. 

Vol. I.—* A Tale of a Tub,* • The Battle of the Books,* and other 
early works. Edited by Temple Scott. With Introduction by the 
Right Hon. W. £. II. Lecky, M.P. Portrait and Facsimiles. 

Vol. II.— * The Journal to Stella.* Edited by F. Ryland, M.A. 
With a Facsimile Letter and two Portraits of Stella. 

Vols. III. and IV. — Writings on Religion and the Church. 
Edited by Temple Scott. With portraits and fecsimiles of title pages. 

Vol. V. —Historical and Political Tracts (English). Edited by 
Temple Scott. With Portrait and Facsimiles. 

Vol. VI.— The Drapier*s Letters. Edited by Temple Scott. With 
Portrait. Reproductions of Wood's Coinage and facsimiles of title 
pages. 

Vol. VIII.— GuUiver*s Travels. Edited by G. R. Dennis. With 
the original Maps and Illustrations. 

Vol. IX.— Contribudons to. * The Tatler,' ' The Examiner,* * The 
Spectator,* and * The Intelligencer.* Edited by Temple Scott. With 
Portrait. 

Vol. X.— Historical Writings. Edited by Temple Scott. With 
Portrait. 

PRESCOTT'S CONQUEST OF MEXICO. Copyright edition, 
with the author's latest corrections and additions, and the notes of 
John Foster Kirk. With an introduction by George Parker Winship. 
3 vols. 3i. 6(/. each. 

PRESCOTT'S CONQUEST OF PERU. Copyright edition. 
Edited by John Foster Kirk. 2 vols. 3^. dd, each. 

PRESCOTT'S FERDINAND AND ISABELLA. Copyright 
edition. Edited by John Foster Kirk. 3 vols. 3;. 6^. each. 

GRAY'S LETTERS. Edited by Duncan C. Tovey, M.A., Editor oi 
•Gray and his Friends,* &c., late Clark Lecturer at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Vols. I. and II. 3^. 6(/. each. 

CICERO'S LETTERS. The whole extant Correspondence. Trans- 
jated by Evelyn S. Shuck burgh, M.A. In 4 vols. 51. each. 



BELL'S HANDBOOKS 

OF 

THE GREAT MASTERS 

IN PAINTING AND SCULPTURE. 

Edited by G. C. WILLIAMSON, Litt.D. 
Post 8vo. With 40 Illustrations and Photogravure Frontispiece. $5, net each. 



Tlhe foiimving Volumes have been issued : 
BOTTICELLI. By A. Streeter. 
BRUNELLESCHI. By Leader Scott. 
CORREGGIO. By Selwyn Brinton, M.A. 
CARLO CRIVELLI. By G. McNeil Rushforth, M.A. 
DELLA ROBBIA. By the Marchesa Burlamacchi. 
ANDREA DEL SARTO. By H. Guinness. 2nd Edition. 
DONATELLO. By Hope Rea. 

GERARD DOU. By Dr. W. Martin. Translated by Clara Bell. 
GAUDENZIO FERRARI. By Ethel Halsey. 
FRANCIA. By George C. Williamson, Litt.D. 
GIORGIONE. By Herbebt Cook, M.A. 
GIOTTO. By F. Mason Perkins. 
FRANS HALS. By Gerald S. Davies, M.A. 

BERNARDINO LUINI. By George C. Williamson, Litt.D. 2nd Edition. 
LEONARDO DA VINCL By Edward McCurdy, M.A. 
MANTEGNA By Maud Cruttwell. 
MEMLINC. By W. H. James Weale. 
MICHEL ANGELO. By Lord Ronald Sutherland Gower, M.A., 

F.S.A. 
PERUGINO. By G. C. Williamson, Litt.D. 

PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA. By W. G. Waters, M.A. 

PINTORICCHIO. By Evelyn March Phillipps. 

RAPHAEL. By H. Strachey. 2nd Edition. 

REMBRANDT. By Malcolm Bell. 

LUCA SIGNORELLL By Maud Cruttwell. 2nd Edition. 

SODOMA. By the Contessa Lorenzo Priuli-Bon. 

TINTORETTO. By J. B. Stoughton Holborn, M.A. 

VELASQUEZ. By R. A. M. Stevenson. 3rd Edition. 

WATTEAU. By Edgcumbe Staley, B.A. 

WILKIE. By Lord Ronald Sutherland Gower, M.A., F.S.A. 

In preparation. 

EL GRECO. By Manuel B. Cossio, Litt.D., Ph.D. 

PAOLO VERONESE. By Roger E. Fry. 

RUBENS. By Hope Rea. 

Others to follow. 



THE 



CHISWICK SHAKESPEARE 

Illuitrated by BYAM SHAW 
With Introductions and Glossaries by JOHN DENNIS. 



Printed at the Chiswick Press, pott 8vo., price is, 6d, net per volume 

also a cheaper edition, is, net per volume ; or 2s, net in limp leather ; Is 

a few copies, on Japanese vellum, to be sold only in sets, price 5^. net per 

volume. 

Now Complete in 39 Volumes, 

ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST. 

WELL. MACBETH. 

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 



AS YOU LIKE IT. 
COMEDY OF ERRORS. 
CORIOLANUS. 
CYMBELINE. 
HAMLET. 
JULIUS CiESAR. 
KING HENRY IV. 
KING HENRY IV. 
KING HENRY V. 
KING HENRY VI. 
KING HENRY VI. 
KING HENRY VI. 
KING HENRY VIIL 
KING JOHN. 
KING LEAR. 
KING RICHARD IL 
KING RICHARD III. 



MERCHANT OF VENICE. 

MERRY WIVES OF WII^DSOR. 

MIDSUMMERNIGHT'S DREAM. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 

OTHELLO. 

PERICLES. 
Part I. ROMEO AND JULIET. 
Part II. THE TAMING OF THE SHREW. 

THE TEMPEST. 
Part I. TIMON OF ATHENS. 
Part H. TITUS ANDRONICUS. 
Part III. TROILUS AND CRESSIDA. 

TWELFTH NIGHT. 

TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA. 

WINTER'S TALE. 

POEMS. 

SONNETS. 



' A fascinating little edition.' — Notes and Queries, 

' A cheap, very comely, and altogether desirable edition.'— )Frx/Mi»x/<r Gazette. 
But a few years ago such volumes would have been deemed worthy to be considered 
Editions de luxe. Tonlay, the low price at which they are offered to the public alone 
prevents them being so regarded.' — Studio. 

* Handy in shape and size^ wonderfully^ cheap, beautifully printed from the Cam- 
bridge text, and illustrated quaintly yet admirably by Mr. B^am Shaw, we have nothing 
but praise for it. No one who wants a good and convenient Shakespeare— without 
excursuses, discursuses, or even too many notes— can do better, in our opinion, than 
subscribe to this issue : which is saying a good deal in these days of cheap reprints.' — 
Vanity Fair, 

'What we like about these elegant booklets u the attention that has been paid to the 

Siper, as well as to the print and decoration ; such stout laid paper will last for ages, 
n this account alone, the ' Chiswick ' should easily be first among pocket Shake* 
5peares.'— Pall Mall Gautte, 



( »9 ) 
New EditioM, {e«p. 8to. S«. M. eaeh net. 

THE ALDINE EDITION 



OF THB 

BRITISH POETS. 

*Thii ezeeUent edition of the Englisli cUuniofl, with their oomplete tezte and 
■obolarly introdnotioiM* are eomething rery different from the cheap Tolnmee of 
eztraeta whidi are jut now to mnoh too oommon.'— St. Jamn*9 Gfas«ei«. 

* An ezeeUent eeries. Small, hMidy, and oomplete.'— Saturday Bevieva. 



Akemdde. Edited by Bey. A. Dyoe. 
Beattle. Edited by Bey. A. Dyce. 
*Blake. Edited by W. M. BoesetiL 

*Btunui. Edited by G. A. Aitken. 
StoIs. 

Butler. Edited by B. B. Johneon. 

2 TOlfl. 

OampbeU. Edited by Hie Son- 
in-law. the Ber. A. W. HiU. With 
Memoir bj W. AUingham. 

Ohatterton. Edited by the Bey. 
W. W. Bkeat, M Ju 2 yoh. 

Ohauoer. Editedby Dr. B. Morris, 
with Memoir by Sir H. Nicolas. 6T0lf. 

CAiiirohill. Edited by Jat. Hannay. 

2to1i. 

*Oolerldge. Edited by T. Ashe, 
B.A. 2 Tolfl. 

ColUmi. Edited by W. Moy 
Thomaa. 

Cowper. Edited by John Brnoe, 

F.S.A. 8 Tolfl. 

Dryden. Edited by the Bey. B. 
Hooper, M.A. 5 toIs. 

Ooldsmith. Beviied Edition by 
Ansfcin Dobion. With Portrait. 

*aray. Edited by J. Bradshaw, 
LI1.D. 

Herbert. Edited by the Bey A. B. 

Groeart. 

*Herriok. Edited by George 
Saintebnry. 2 toIb. 

*KeaU. Edited by the late Lord 

Honghton. 

* Theie Tolumee may also be had bonsd in Ii ish linen, with design in gold on side 
and back bj Gkeson White* and gilt top, St. 6d, eadi net. 



mrke White. Edited, with a 
Memoir, by Sir H. Nicolas. 

Milton. Edited by Dr. Bradshaw. 
2to1s. 

Pamell. Edited by G. A. Aitken. 

Pope. Edited by G. B. Dennis. 
With Memoir bj John Dennis. 8 toIs. 

Prior. Edited by B. B. Johnson. 
StoIs. 

Raleigh and Wotton. With Se- 
lections from the Writings of other 
OOUBTLY POSTS from 1540 to 1650. 
Bdited by Yen. Archdeacon Hannah, 
D.O.L. 

Rogers. Edited by Edward Bell, 

Soott Edited by John Dennis. 
5 vols. 

Shakespeare^B Poems. Edited by 

Rot. a. Dyce. 

Shelley. Edited by H. Buxton 
Forman. 5 vols. 

Spenser. Edited by J. Payne Col- 
lier. 5 Tols. 

Surrey. Edited by J. Teowell. 

Swift Edited by the Bey. J. 
Mitford. 8 toIs. 

Thomson. Edited by the Bey. D. 
0. Toyey. 2 toIs. 

Vaughan. Saered Poems and 
Pions Ejaculations. Bdited bj the 
BcT. U.Iiyte. 

Wordsworth. Edited by Prof. 
Dowden. 7 vols. 

Wyatt. Edited by J. leowell. 
Toung. 8 yols. Edited by the 

BcT. J. Mitford. 



THE ALL-ENGLAND SERIES. 

HANDBOOKS OP ATHLETIC GAMES. 

The only Serlei Issued at a moderate price, by Writers who are in 
the first rank in their respective departments. 

'The ))SAt instruotion on games and sports by tho best anthoritiesi at the lowest 
prioes.'— (te/ord Magcusin: 

Small 8to. doth, lUoatrated. Price 1$. each. 



Cricket. By Fbeu G. Uollano. 
Cricket. By the Hon. and Bey. 

E. Ltttsltov. 
Croquet. By Lieut. -Col. the Hon. 

H. 0. NBBDH4M. 

Lawn Tennis. By H. W. W. 

WiLBiKvoaoi. With a Chapter for 

Ladies, by Mrs. Hilltakd. 
Squash Tennis. By Eusiaob H. 

Milks. Double vol. 2s. 
Tennis and Rackets and Fives. 

By JuLZijr Masbhall, Major J. Srnrs, 

and ReT. J. A. AniiAsr Tait. 
Gk>lf. By H. S. C. Eybbibd. 

Double Tol. 2s. 
Rowing and Sculling. By Goy 

RlXOH. 

Rowing and Sculling. By W. B. 

WOODOATX. 

Sailing. By E. F. Knioht, dbl.vol. 2f . 
Swimming. By Mabtin and J. 

Ragstvs Oobbbtt. 
Camping out By A. A. Maodon- 

ILL. . Doable voL 2». 
Canoeing. By Dr. J. D. Havwabd. 

Double Tol. 28. 

Mountaineering. Bv Dr. Clauds 

WiLSOV. Double toI. 2c. 
Athletics. By H. H. Gbxfiin. 
Riding. By W. A. Ebbb, Y.O. 

Double ToL 2m, 
Ladles' Riding. By WJLExBB,y.O. 

Boxing. By B. G. AiiLANSOM-WiNN. 
With Prefatory Note by Bat MnlUns. 



Fencing. By H. A. Colm obb Dunn. 

Cycling. By H. H. Gbivfin, L. A.G. , 
N.O.U., O.T.O. With a Obaptor for 
Ladie?, by Miss Aaass Woop. Doable 
yol. 28. 

Wrestling. By Waltbb Abm. 
BXBOso. New Edition. 

Broadsword and Singlestick. 

By R. G. Allavbov-Wimm and 0. Phil- 

LIPPB-WOLLST. 

Gymnastics. By A. F. Jbmkih. 
Doable yol. 2s. 

Gymnastic Competition and Dis- 
play Exercises. Compiled by 
F. Obav. 

Indian Clubs. By G. T. B. Cob- 
BXTT and A. F. Jxvszv. 

Dumb-bells. By F. Gbat. 

Football •» Rugby Game. By 
Hakbt Yabball. 

Football— Association Game. By 
0. W. Alooox. Revised Bdition. 

Hookey. By F. S. Gbbswxll. 

New Bdition. 

Skating. By Douglas Adams. 

With a Ohapter for Ladies, by Miss L. 

OnanmAX, and a Ohapter on Speed 

Skatinff , by a Fen Skater. DU.ToL2t. 
Baseball. By Nbwtom Gbanb. 
Rounders, Fieldball, Bowls, 
Quoits, Curling, Skittles, dec. 

By J. M. Walkbb and 0. 0. Men. 
Dancing. By Edwabd Soott. 

. -Double vol. 2s. 



THE CLUB SERIES OF CARD AND TABLE GAMES. 
No well-regulated club or country house sbonld be without this useful series of books. 



Small 8to. doth, Blustrated. Price 1«. each. 



Bridge. By 'Tsmplab.' 
Whist. By Dr. Wm. Polb, F.B.8. 
Solo Whist . By Bobbbt F. Gbbbn. 
Billiards. By Msjor-Gon. A. W. 

Deatbon, F.R.A.S. With a Pcefaoe 

by W. J. Peall. 
Hints on Billiards. By J. P. 

Bdcuanan. Duublu vol. 2^. 
Chess. By Kobbbt F. Gbbbn. 
The Two-Move Chess Problem. 

By B. Q. Laws. 

Chess Openings. By L GuNSBBBe. 

Draughts and Backgammon. 
By * Bkukbiet.* 

Reveral and Go Bang. 
Bjr ' Bmukklet,' 



Globs. 



Dominoes and Solitaire. 

By * Bxbkblbt.* 

B6sique and Oribbage. 

By * BbbosIiBT.* 

i^cart^ and Euchre. 

By * BXBKXLST.' 

Piquet and .RubioonPlquet. 

By ' BBaxMLKT.* 

Skat By Louis Dixhl. 

*** A Skat Boorir«g-bQok. It. 

Round Games, inolnding Poker, 
Napoleon, Loo, Yingt-et-un, Ao. By 
BAXTsa-WaAT. 

;Parlour and Playground Games. 

Bj Mrs. Lavbbvos Qoxmb. 



BELL'S CATHEDRAL SERIES. 

Profusely Illustrated^ cloth^ crown %vo» is. 6d. net each, 

ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. An Itinerary and Description. Compiled by James G. 
Gilchrist, A.M., M.D. Rerised and edited with an Introduction on Cathedral 
Architecture by the Rev. T. Pbrkins, M.A., F.R.A.S. 

BRISTOL. By H. J. L. J. Mxssi, M.A. 

CANTERBURY. By Hartley Withers, sth Edition. 

CARLISLE. By C. King Elby. 

CHESTER. By Charles Hiatt. 2nd Edition, revised. 

CHICHESTER. By H. C. OoRtEXTR, A.R.I.B.A. 

DURHAM. By J. E. Bvoatb» A.R.C. A. 2Rd Edition, revised. 

ELY. By Rev. W. D. Sweeting. M.A. 

EXETER. By Percy Addlbshaw, B.A. 2nA Edition, revised. 

GLOUCESTER. By H. J. L.J. MassiS, M.A. and Edition. 

HEREFORD. By A. Hugh Fisher, A.R.E. 2nd Edition, revised. 

LICHFIELD. By A. B. Clifton. 2nd Edition. 

LINCOLN. By A. F. KsHDltiCK, B.A. 3rd Edition. 

MANCHESTER. By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

NORWICH. By C. H. B. Qubnnell. and Edition. 

OXFORD. By Rev. Pbrcy Dsarmbr, M.A. and Edition, revised. 

PETERBOROUGH. By Rev. W. D. Sweeting. 2nd Edition, revised. 

RIPON. By Cecil Hallett, B.A. 

ROCHESTER. By G. H. Palmer, B.A. 2nd Edition, revised. 

ST. ALBANS. By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

ST. ASAPH. By P. B. Ironside Bax. 

ST. DAVID'S. By Philip Robson, A.R.I.B.A. 

ST. PATRICK'S, DUBLIN. By Rev. J. H. Bernard, M.A., D.D. 

ST. PAUL'S. By Rev. Arthur Dimock, M.A. 3rd Edition, revised. 

SALISBURY. By Glebson White. 3rd Edition, revised. 

SOUTHWELL. By Rev. Arthur Dimock, M.A. 2nd Edition, revised. 

WELLS. By Rev. Percy Dearmer, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

WINCHESTER. By P. W. Sergeant. 2nd Edition, revised. 

WORCESTER. By E. F. Strange, and Edition. 

YORK. By A. Clutton-Brock, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

Uni/hrm with mbcvt Stritf, Now ready, rs, 6d. net each, 
ST. MARTIN'S CHURCH, CANTERBURY. By the Rev. Canon Routlbdgb, 

BEVERLEY MINSTER. By Charles Hiatt. 

WIMBORNB MINSTER and CHRISTCHURCH PRIORY. By the Rev. T. 

PBRklNS, M.A. 

TEWKESBURY ABBEY AND DBERHURST PRIORY. By H. J. L. J. MASsi, M.A. 

BATH ABBEY, MALMESBURY ABBEY, and BRADFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH. 
By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY. By Charles Hiatt. 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH. By Harold Baker. 



BELL'5 HANDBOOKS TO CONTINENTAL CHURCHES. 

Profusely Illustrated, Crown Svo, ciotA, 2s, 6d, net each, 
AMIENS. By the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 
BAVEUX. By the Rev. R. S. Mylne. 

CHARTRES : The Cathedral and Other Churches. By H. J. L. J. Mass^, M.A* 
MONT ST. MICHEL. By H. J. L. J. Mass*, M.A. 
PARIS (NOTRE-DAME). By Charles Hiatt. 
ROUEN : The Cathedraland Other Churches. By the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 



The Best Practical Working: Dictionary of tlie 

Engllsli Language. 

WEBSTER'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY. 

2348 PAGES, 5000 ILLUSTRATIONS, 

NEW EDITION, REVISED THROUGHOUT WITH A 

NEW SUPPLEMENT OF 25,000 ADDITIONAL 

WORDS AND PHRASES. 



. . The Appendices comprise a Pronouncing Gaietteer of the World, 
Vocabularies of Scripture, Greek, Latin, and English Proper Names, 
a Dictionary of the Noted Names of Fiction, a Brief History of the 
English Language, a Dictionary of Foreign Quotations, Words, Phrases, 
Proverbs, &c., a Biographical Dictionary with 10,000 names, &c., &c. 



Dr. MURRAY, Editor of the ' Oxford English Dictionary* sa^rs :— * In this its 
latest form, and with its large Supplement and numerous appendices, it is a wonderful 
volume, which well maintains its ground against all rivals on its own lines. The ' defini< 
tions,' or more properly, 'explanations of meaning' in ' Webster' have always struck mjs 
as particularly terse and well-put ; and it is hard to see how anything better could be 
done within the limits.' 

ProfeMor JOSEPH IVRIOHT, M.A., Pb.D., D.C.I... LL.D., Editor oj 
the • Engiish Dialect DicUonary* says : — * The new edition of " Webster's International 
Dictionary " is undoubtedly the most useful and reliable work of its kind in any country. 
No one who has not examined the work carefully would believe that such a vast amount 
of lexicographical information could possiblj* be found within so small a compass.' 

ProfeMor A. H. 8ATCE. LL.D., D.D., says:— 'It is indeed a marvellous 
work ; it is difficult to conceive of a Dictionary more exhaustive and complete. Every* 
thing is in it — not only what we might expect to find in such a work, but also what few 
of us would ever have thought of looking for.' 

Rev. JOSEPH WOOD, D.D., Head Master oJ Harro^v^ says :•—' I have always 
thought very highly of its merits. Indeed, I consider it to be far the most accurate 
English Dictionary in existence, and much more reliable than the "Century." For 
daily and hourly reference, "Webster " seems to me unrivalled.' 

ProspeclnseSf ivilh Prices and Specimen Pages^ on Application, 



LONDON : GEORGE BELL 6r* SONS, YORK HOUSE, 
PORTUGAL STREET, W.C. 
50,000, 5. & S. 11.04. 
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